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MDCCCXCIy, 


9, HEN I began to collect the information contained in this 
_ work it was not with the intention of publishing, but 
merely as a source of enjoyment for my leisure hours; and 
it was not until I had completed my researches that the 
idea of printing it was suggested. As I have had exceptional oppor- 
tunities and advantages for collecting these materials, such as probably 
no other person could ever have, and lest they should eventually be 
lost, I determined to publish them. 


This work is not a history of Batley, but simply what the title 
denotes, a collection of records relating to its past history, institutions, 
and government, the church, and the leading families in the parish, 
To illustrate these a large number of original documents have been 
examined, and many of them copied. 

I have purposely omitted all reference to the formation of new 
ecclesiastical parishes, the erection of churches and chapels, the develop- 
ment of the local woollen trade, and other events connected with the 
present century, believing that most of these subjects are well known 
to the present generation. 


Though great care was exercised in copying the wills at the 
Registry in York, and also the other documents, still it is possible that 
errors may be discovered by critical readers; if such is the case I ask 
their kind indulgence, as it has been no easy task to copy so many, 
written in the quaint style, old spelling, and with the abbreviations 
which prevailed in the middle ages. 

The inscriptions in the churchyard, from the earliest in 1642 to 
the year 1800 have all been copied ; many have been lost and others 
are rapidly decaying, but this record will enable the friends or relatives 
of the departed to restore them hereafter. 


vi. PREFACE. 


. The registry of wills in York begins in 1389, and in 1391 the 

will of John de Copley of Batley Hall was registered, proving the 
antiquity and importance of the parish in those early days. The wills 
and inventories I have selected are representative of all classes, and are 
chosen with a view to illustrate the habits and character of the people. 


For more than half a century the rents of the Batley Manor of 
the Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem have not been 
collected, nor has a court been held, and there is little probability of 
its being revived. 

I have as far as possible traced everything to its source. The 
pedigrees, not one of which has hitherto been printed in its present 
form, involved a large amount of labour.zn consequence of the great 
number of cross references, but I believe they are as full and correct as 
it is possible to make them, especially if we consider the lapse of time 
since each family became extinct. 


The churchwardens’ and parochial accounts supply most interesting 
studies of life in village communities long ago; of the growth and 
working of the poor law, and of local government generally. Few 
things could bring into stronger relief the enormous changes which 
have taken place between those days and our own; changes in people, 
in religion, in government, in customs, and in scenery ; and yet through 
all there is a continuous chain, connecting the past with the present, 
which makes us feel that though we may regret some of the changes, 
we are still bound by many ties to a bygone age. 


Names of persons and places cling to our memory with strange 
persistence, and ancient customs and traditions have not quite departed 
from our midst. The object of this work is to present them in a form 
and manner sufficiently attractive to prevent their being forgotten, and 
to secure for them a well deserved interest. 


My thanks are due to the Rev. J. Ridley, vicar of St. Saviour’s, 
Batley, for his translation of the charters and wills; to Mr. W. E 
Walker, Heaton Park, for the use of documents relating to the Manor 
of Batley; to Mr. C. H. Marriott, for the loan of papers relating to 
the Foxcroft family; and to Mr. S. J. Chadwick, for the translation of 
the ancient deeds ; and also to Mr. H. A. Hudson and the officials at 
the Registry Office, York, for their kindness and the valuable assistance 
given to me whilst copying the wills. 


MicuHaEL SHEARD. 
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—— x] HE earliest record of Batley is to be found in 

(] Domesday Book, compiled by order of William 
the Conqueror, in 1086. It shows the great 
devastation wrought by the King in extin- 
guishing the great northern rebellion against 
his authority, and the attempt to restore the 
Saxon dynasty. There is every reason to 
suppose that up to that period the parish of Batley had a 
peaceful and prosperous existence under the influence of the 
Saxon Thanes. After the Conquest it was given by the King 
to Ilbert de Laci, one of the most powerful of the Norman 
barons in his army. By him it was granted to the de Batleys, 
and afterwards it passed (by marriage) to the Copleys, one of 
whom is said to have assisted the King in suppressing the 
rebellion, and to that may be attributed the healthy condition 
of the parish, as compared with the adjoining parishes. To 
such an extent had the district been depopulated in 1069, that 
in 1086, as appears by the following extracts from Domesday 
Book, little or no progress had been made in cultivating the 
land or restoring the population. 
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Extracts from the Domesday Book. 


BaTLey. 


III Manors. In Bateleta, Dunstan, Stainulf, and Westre had 
five carucates of land to be taxed, where there may be ten ploughs. 
Iibert has now there six villanes and four bordars, with five ploughs. 
There is a priest and a church, and two acres of meadow. Wood 
pasture three quarentens long and three broad. Value in King 
Edward’s time twenty shillings, the same now. 


GoMERSALL. 


II Manors. In Gomershale, Dunstan and Gamel had fourteen 
carucates of land to be taxed, where there may be seven ploughs. 
Ilbert has it and it is waste. Value in King Edward’s time forty 
shillings. Wood pasture one league long and one broad. 


Morey. 


Manor. In Moreleia, Dunstan had six carucates of land to be 
taxed, and there may be six ploughs there. [Ibert has it, but it is 
waste, There is a church there. Wood pasture one league long and 
one broad. Value in King Edward’s time forty shillings. 

According to the verdict of the men of Morlege (Morley) 
Wapentake, concerning the church of St. Mary, which is in Morelege 
wood, the King has a moiety of the alms of the three festivals of St. 
Mary, which belongs to Wakefield (jacet ad Wachefeld). Ibert and 
the priest who serves the church have all the rest. 


DeEwsBury. 


In Deusberia there are three carucates to be taxed, which two 
ploughs may till. This land belongs to Wakefield, yet King Edward 
had in it a manor. It now belongs to the King; and there are six 
villanes and two bordars, with four ploughs ; a priest and a church, 
The whole manor is four quarentens long and the same broad. In the 
time of King Edward the value was ten shillings, it is the same now. 


LIVERSEDGE. 


II Manors, In Livresec, Leuenot and Gerneber had four caru- 
cates of land to be taxed, where there may be two ploughs. Radulf 
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now has it of Ilbert. There are there five villanes and four bordars, 
with two ploughs. Wood pasture one league long and half broad. 
Value in King Edward’s time twenty shillings, now ten shillings. 


MIRFIELD. 


III. Manors. In Mirefe/t, Gerneber, Haldene, and Gamel had six 
carucates of land to be taxed, where there may be three ploughs. 
Three Englishmen now hold of Ibert: themselves two ploughs, and 
six villanes and three bordars, with two ploughs. Wood pasture half 
a league broad and one league long. Value in King Edward's time 
three pounds, now ten shillings. 


All these show that the hordes of the Conqueror overran 
this district, laying it waste, destroying the villages, leaving 
none to cultivate the soil, and in that condition it remained a 
considerable time. Batley and Dewsbury, of those mentioned, 
were the only manors that were of the same value in 1086 as 
in King Edward’s time; the others were either of less value 
or waste. 

The population of Batley in 1086 would be about thirty 
or forty persons. 


The Manor. 
\ X Tuen Yorkshire, two centuries after the Conquest, began 


to recover from the devastation inflicted by William I., 

when the population began to increase, and the owner- 
ship of property became more settled and secure, we find Batley 
mentioned in old deeds relating to the manor and the church, 
but few further references to it are found until the commence- 
ment of the registration of wills in 1389. A careful perusal 
of these latter will enable the reader to form some idea of the 
manners, customs, and style of living practised by our forefathers. 


During this period nearly the whole township would be 
waste or wood, with small areas cleared for cultivation, as at 
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Brookroyd (Brook, a rivulet, and rayd, a cleared space in a wood), 
the field in front of Brookroyd House at that period extending 
to the stream in the valley. In 1559 the population was about 
200, an increase of 150 in 500 years, and a startling proof of the 
terrible destruction wrought by William I. and by the plague 
in the 14th century, and of the slowness of the recovery. 


The Copley family was settled at Batley Hall in the 12th 
century, and were lords of the manor, which comprised the 
whole township. 


The Copleys held the manor under the Crown as part of 
the Duchy of Lancaster, and in the 19th Eliz. (1576) Alvery 
Copley did homage and paid 3s. 4d. fine for his lands in Batley ; 
and on the 24th June in the same year, the Queen issued a 
letter for a commission to enquire what houses, manors, lands 
and tenements be now parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster, in 
the County of York, of what towns or lands the said Duchy 
be only chief lord in the said county. If there be divers 
manors and lands in one town, how many tenements of the 
said town or lands be within the manor and seigniories of the 


said Duchy. 


The inquisition was held at Wakefield, on the 23rd Aug., 
1577, before Christopher Mather, ar., Gervase Nevill, ar., Ric. 
Bunny, ar., and Ric. Bernard, and the following jury : 


Henrici Tempest de Tong, ar., Johis Batt de Burstall, gener., 
Johis Gretheede de Batley, Ric. Stubley de Heckenwicke a/s. Heck- 
manwike, Willmi Forness de Rothwell, Gregy. Gamble de Lofthouse, 
Willmi Burton de Olton, Johis Northend de Birley, Willmi Wood de 
eadem, Henrici Casson de Bramley, Willmi Broke de Burstall, Thome 
Kirkby de Birkenshawe, Roberti Popeley de Gomersall, Johis Hunter 
de Calverley, Gilbti Hunt de Carleton, Roberti Rayner de Drighling- 
ton, Willmi Broke de eadem, Roberti Atkinson de Holbeck, Willmi 
Broke de Heaton Clack, Johis Kitson de eadem, Edw. Fernley de 
Hunsworth, Ric, Wilkinson de Hunslet, Willmi Rodley de Lofthouse, 
Thome Clarkson de Morley, Petri Mirfield de Tonge, Andr. Smith 
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de Farsley, Roberti Bollinge de Ardeslowe, Johis Hagh de Quick, 
Johis Calbeck de Catleston, Edw. Waterhouse de Idell, Johis Rayner 
de Liversege, Ric. Thurgoland de Mirfield, Percivalli Nettleton de 
Wibsey, Johis Thwaits de Workeley a/s. Wortley. 


The following is a translation of the finding of the jury 
as to Batley: 


Sir Willm. Hairen formerly held in Batley the third part of a 
knight’s fee, called Garbott fee, as by record, after Ric. Copley, lately 
Lionel Copley, afterwards John Copley, and now Alvery Copley, Esq., 
holds the said third part of our said Lady the Queen, of her Duchy 
of Lancaster, in which village he claims to have a manor by reason 
of his aforesaid tenure, 


Woodshim, Carlinghowe, and Hely are mentioned as 
hamlets in Batley. 


Ancient Deeds (Translation). 


On the joth March, 39 Eliz. (1597), Thomas Bland of Castle- 
ford in the Co. of York, Esq., and George Slinger, his servant, grant 
to Alvery Copley, of Batley, Esq., two selions of land called Lamp- 
land, lying and being in Batley fields, lately in the occupation of Edwd. 
Copley, given or appointed for the sustentation of one light in the 
church of Batley, in as full and ample a manner as our Lady the 
Queen by her letters patent under the Great Seal of England, and 
under the Seal of the Duchy of Lancaster, dated 11 Sept., in the 32nd 
year of her reign, granted and sold the same premises and appurtenances 
(inter alia) to Edm. Downing and Roger Kant of the City of London, 
gentn., who granted the same to the said Thomas Bland and George 
Slinger, and the heirs and assigns of the said Thomas Bland, to be held 
of the Queen as of her Manor of Pontefract, by fealty only, in free 
socage, and not in chief and not by knight service. 


Witnesses: Ro, Kaye, Ri. Beeston, Nicholas Radcliffe, and others. 


Halliwell in his Archaic Dictionary, says a “Selion is a 
short piece of land in arable ridges and furrows, of uncertain 
quantity, or is sometimes defined to be a ridge of land lying 
between two furrows.” 
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These two selions of land formed part of the great open 
fields called in ancient deeds “ Batley Fields,” which extended 
from near the Birstall Branch Railway to Jubbs Farm at 
Howley Beck, on the east side of Batley Field Hill Road, and 
probably included the Hanging Field and the “ Balks” on the 
west side. The names of the present fields are derived from 
the ancient open fields, as Great Batley Field, Little Batley 
Field, the Hanging Field, and the Balks. The latter is derived 
from Balk, a ridge of greensward left by the plough or by 
design between different occupancies in a common field. They 
also gave the name Batley Field Hill to the highway which 
intersected them. When the common fields were divided by 
fences according to ownership, I have not been able to ascertain. 
Batley Fields and Ilberroyd Fields are both mentioned in deeds 
bearing date 1670, and subsequent documents prove that the 
division must have been made at the close of the 17th or early 
in the 18th century. 


Various conjectures have been made from time to time as 
to the derivation of the name Lamplands, the most popular 
being that at one time there existed an underground passage 
from Howley Hall to Batley Church, and being lighted with 
lamps gave the name Lamplands to a portion of the district 
under which it passed. The true derivation is however to be 
found in the deed before mentioned. The two selions of land 
in Batley Fields were given during the middle ages for the 
purpose of maintaining a light in Batley Church, probably a 
lamp before the altar or on the roodloft, and became known as 
the Lamplands, the yearly rent being devoted to the sustentation 
of a lamp in the church. The land was confiscated at the 
dissolution of the monasteries and chantries, and granted to 
Edmund Downing and Roger Kant of London. 


The earliest references to the Manor of Batley and the 
Copley family I have met with, are in the Knights’ Fees and in 
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deeds deposited in the muniment room at Heaton Park, 
Manchester, and the following are translations of the oldest 
and most interesting : 


Translation of Extracts from the Knight's Kees, 


Taken preparatory to the levying of the aid for marrying the King’s 
eldest daughter, which was granted by Parliament in the 18 Edw. 
I. (1290), but not collected until 1303. 


Kerlynghowe de Bateley. The said Hugo Eland holds in Ker- 
lynghowe and in Batley 2 bovates of land, whereof as above, whereof 
16 carucates make one knight’s fee, whereof sevenpence. 

Batelay. Adam de Oxenhopp holds in Batley 24 carucates of 
land, and John“ the son of William in the same from Cecillia Hayrom 
4 bovates of land, whereof 18 carucates make one knight’s fee, half a 
mare. 


During the troublous times of the 14th century many 
schemes were tried for raising money to carry on the king’s 
wars; the most successful being what is known as the Poll-tax, 
levied by Parliament in 1379, by which every man, according 
to his dignity, was rated for a direct contribution. The Duke 
of Lancaster was to pay ten marcs, earls £4, barons and 
bannerets £2, and by a graduated scale down to the lowest 
rank, every person above the age of sixteen was to pay not less 
than 4d. One result of the tax was to produce a census of the 
population, of all persons above the age of sixteen, which 
affords an interesting record of the inhabitants of Batley at 
that period. 


Poll Tar, 1379. Wapentake of Morfay. 


BarELey. 
Domina Alicia finchedene, Dame de Chiualer on x 
Johannes de Coplay, Esquier, & vx. ; . vp viij® 
Johannes de Kirk & vx . : : 4 : , any" 


* This is evidently the “ Garbott fee’’ mentioned in the inquisition taken in 1577. 
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Johannes de Helay & vx 
Johannes de Milner & vx 
Henricus Hobson & vx 
Johannes de Helay & vx 
Thomas de Wodson & vx 
Thomas de Kerlynghawe & vx 
Willelmus White & vx 
Johannes de ffekesby & vx 
Hugo Couper & vX_ : 
Ricardus de Kerlynghaw & vx 
Adam de Wodsofi & vx 
Willelmus de fiincheden & vx . 
Henricus de Dalton & vx 
Willelmus de Lamhird & vx 
Johannes de Rothewell & vx 
Johannes Broune & vx 
Magota de Batelay 

Henricus Spine 

Agnes de Wyttelay 
Willelmus de Soureby 
Willelmus Hird . 

Johannes Couper 

Margeria Couper 

Johannes Turnur 

Robertus Scotte . 

Johannes Kerlynghawe 
Alicia Kerlynghawe 
Johannes Plum 

Isabella Wodosom 

Alicia de Wodosom 

Isabella de Batelay 

Agnes del Schapell . 

Cecillia ancilla domini . 
Johanna Gillesland . 
Willelmus Tare . 

Johanna Milner 


Summa, xxxix*. 
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From the above roll, the population of Batley in 1379 
comprised 18 married couples, 22 single persons above the age 
of sixteen years, and if we add 36 children, two for each family, 
it will give a total of 94, or only about 50 more than the popu- 
lation given in Domesday Book in 1086. 


A few of the names still remain, as Kirk, Helay, Milner, 
Hobson, White, Couper, Broune, Turner, Scotte. John Coplay 
was the son of Adam de Coplay de Oxenhope of Batley Hall, 
lord of the manor of Batley. Finchedene was probably owner 
of Howley and the estates which came into the possession of 


the Mirfield family. 


The Wodsoms evidently, from the name, resided at Wood- 
some (Staincliffe), and the Kerlinghawes at Carlinghow, though 
at this time the Elands held land in Carlinghow. 


Translations of Ancient Deeds 
In the possession of the Earl of Wilton. 


No date. 

I, John the son of William . . . . grant to Adam de Oxenhope, 
Lord of Batley, and his assigns, an annual rent of twelve pence, to be 
received from me the said John and my heirs for ever, for a bovate of 
land which I hold of the said Adam in the Territory of Batley. 

Witnesses : Sir John de Thornhill, Sir John de Eland, John of 
Pontefract de Mirfield, John of Hollings, John of Erdeslowe, clerk, 
and others. 


No date. 

I, John the son of John de Mayingham de Bateley grant to Adam 
de Oxenhope and Margery his wife and their heirs lawfully begotten, 
the annual rent of five shillings and fourpence, to be received of Hugh 
the son of . . . . de Bateley, and his heirs, by two equal payments at 
Whitsuntide and Martinmas, for one messuage and one bovate and a 
third part of one bovate'of land, which the said Hugh formerly held 
of me in Bateley, with the homage and relief and escheat of the said 
Hugh and his heirs, to hold to the said Adam and Margery and the 
heirs of their bodies. 


2 
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Witnesses : John Tilli de Okewelle, John de Mirfield, John de 
Bolling, Thomas de Kerlinghow, John White de Bateley, John de 
Erdeslowe. 


Deed dated the Monday after the feast of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, 1381. 

John the son and heir of Adam de Copley de Bateley appoints 
as his attorneys, John de Esteburne de Glusburne and John de. . 
to deliver seizin to Sir Robert . . . . Sir Ric. de Moseley, vicar of 
the church of Carleton in Craven, of his manor in Sutton Collynge 
with the appurtenances, and his manor of Haweworth, and in all his 
manor of Bateley, and all his rents in the co, of York. 


Deed dated 4th Aug., 1461. 

Made betwixt Lionel Copley and William Copley. Witnesseth 
that the said William Copley shall do and cause to be made and 
bigged at Batley, at the north side of the hall, certain chambers and 
houses in the most convenient and speedywise as shall come best in his 
discretion, and lay down the cost of the workmen as the said William 
and the workmen can agree, for the which chambers and houses so to 
be made and bigged the said William shall have to him and his assigns 
certain lands and tenements of the said Lionel, to the value of ten 
pounds five shillings by the year, until the said William shall be re- 
couped the expence except ten pounds five shillings to be contributed 
by William, The said William to have the lands in Thorp Audeley. 


Deed dated the 11th Sept., 3 Edw. IV. (1463). 

I William Barlowe grant to Thomas Copley, Robert . .. . of 
Wakefield, and William Johnson the younger, all my lands and tene- 
ments in Batley, which belonged to Alice Barlowe, my mother, one of 
the daughters and heiresses of William Hirning, which William 
Ingland lately held of me. 


William Hirning, or Hairen, there can be little doubt, 
was a descendant of Sir William Hairen, referred to in the 
inquisition held in the year 1577, as holding one third of a 
knight’s fee called “Garbott fee,” which passed either by 
purchase or marriage to Richard Copley, the grandson of Adam 
de Copley a/s. Adam de Oxenhope. 
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Warriage Settlement of te Copley Estates. 


I, Lionel Copley, have granted to Thomas Thwayts, Christopher 
Wandisforth, William Vavasour, William Copley, John Pygott, and 
Thomas Copley, my manor of Malsis and Okeworth, with the appurten- 
ances, moreover all my lands, &c., in Luteryngton, Abyrford, Thorp 
Audeley, Wrangbroke, Wentbrigg, Sutton Collyng, Glusburn, Hawe- 
worth, Oxenhop, and elsewhere in the co. of York, and also the 
reversion of the manor of Batley, which the Lady Elizabeth Copley, 
my mother, holds as her dower from my father, Sir Richard Copley, 
her former husband, to them their heirs and assigns for ever, accord- 
ing to the provision in a certain indenture between Sir Geoffrey Piggott 
and Lionel Copley, of and concerning the marriage of John Copley, 
the son and heir of the said Lionel, and Agnes the daughter of the said 
Sir Geoffrey, dated 20th Jan., 5 Edw. IV. (1465). Dated at Malsis, 
2oth April, 8 Edw. IV. 


- Witnesses :—Sir John Savyle, Sir John Pudsay, Robert Nevile Esq., 
and others. 


By an indenture dated 31st July, in the first year of the reign of 
Charles I, (1625), William Ealand of Carlinghowe in the co. of York 
Fsq., conveys to Alvery Copley, of Batley in the said co., Esq., for 
the consideration of £127 45. 6d., to be paid in the now dwelling house 
of the said William Ealand, called Carlinghow Hall, in the parish of 
Batleye, thirty-one acres three roods and nine perches of arable and 
pasture land, lying and being in the three several Townefeilds of 
Batleye, called the Longoulton feild, the Windmill feild, and Crowoke- 
feild, so as the same do lye in the several feildes in diverse places there, 
viz.: 12a, or. 15p. in the feild called Longoulton feild, ga, 37. 8p. in 
Windmillfeild, and 9¢. 37. 26p. in Crowokefeild, in the several tenures 
of the said William Eland, Humfreye Rayner, George Combsmith, 
John Atkinson, George Dighton, Widow Dighton, and Widow 
Armitage, and all other his the said William Eland’s land, selions, 
doles, &c., in the said feildes, rents, right to cut down and remove 
growing corn, and receive rents due to the joth Sept., except rents, 
services, &c., due to the chief lord or lord of the fee thereof. 


William Ealand died in 1625, and not long before his 
death he sold to Alvery Copley the remainder of the Carling- 
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how Estate, including the hall. He died in poverty and was 
the last of the Ealands in Batley, after a residence of nearly 
three hundred years. 


Immediately after the purchase of the Carlinghow Estate 
by the Copleys in the early part of the 17th century, and 
especially during the life of Edward Copley, who died in 1676, 
the Cooke family, of Wheatley and Doncaster, acquired almost 
absolute control, if not legal possession; and this continued until 
1715, when Sir George Cooke, Bart., it is said at the instigation 
of James Shepley and other freeholders, claimed that Carling- 
how was a separate manor and that he, Sir George Cooke, as 
owner of the Carlinghow Estate, was lord thereof, and claimed 
manorial rights in Brownhill and White Lee Commons, as 
being within the boundaries of the said reputed manor. To 
assert his rights he commenced to dig for coals at White Lee, 
and Edward Copley brought an action against him in the Court 
of Exchequer, the defendant agreeing to pay the plaintiff {10 
should he the plaintiff succeed in proving that the whole of 
White Lee Common was part of the manor of Batley, and 
should the defendant succeed he was to receive from the plaintiff 
the sum of £5. 


The plaintiff contended that the manor of Batley included 
the whole of the township which comprised within its 
boundaries the hamlets of Carlinghow, Woodersham, and 
Healey, also the commons called White Lee, Brownhill, 
Stainclitfe, Batley Carr, and Havercroft, and that his title was 
proved by very ancient deeds in his possession, some without date 
being the oldest, others of the reigns of Edw. II., Edw. IIL, 
Hen. VI., and Edw. IV., all mentioning Batley as a manor and 
the Copleys as lords thereof. An inquisition in the reign of 
Elizabeth mentions Carlinghow as a hamlet in the manor of 
Batley, and by a post mortem taken the oth of Jan., 8 Chas. I, 
Alvery Copley is mentioned as having entailed the manor of 
Batley by deed (dated 5th Oct., 5 Chas. I.) upon his male issue. 
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He was the father of John Copley, who, dying without issue, 
was succeeded by the plaintiff, as eldest son to his next brother. 


The plaintiff further states that he and his father had for 
the memory of man exercised all usages of the manor by the 
getting of coals, having warrens, receiving cottage and free 
rents, granting leave for the erection of cottages, taking up 
waifs and strays upon the wastes in Batley, without disturbance. 
The waifs and strays were taken first to the pound, and if not 
claimed, to the manor house, and kept until they were redeemed 
by the payment of all fees and expenses. This practice continued 
in force until recent times. 


The plaintiff’s father let the getting of stone and a warren 
on Brownhill Common to one Walker, for £4 per annum, and 
received rents for several cottages erected on it. 


There appears to have been a conspiracy amongst the 
freeholders to rob the Jord of the manor of his rights, and 
James Shepley, having been defeated in an action at law, John 
Fourness (Carlinghow Hall), Samuel Walker (an attorney, Up 
Lane), John Brooke (Purlwell), William Popplewell, Marma- 
duke Shepley (Carlinghow), Samuel Leadbeater, and Abram 
Blakebrough bound themselves by an agreement to contribute 
to the costs incurred by Sir George Cooke in pursuing the 
action. 

The result of the action was to establish all the rights and 
title of the plaintiff, which were formally extinguished by the 
award of an equivalent in land under the Enclosure Act of 
1803; and all matters between the Copleys and the Cookes 
were finally arranged, and the Carlinghow Estate came into 
the possession of the Copleys, and now forms part of the 
Batley Estate. 

I believe no Manor Court was ever held, at least I have 
not found any records relating to one, but the following extract 
from farm leases proves the custom of grinding corn, &c., at 
the lord’s mill. 
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Gatley Manor. Suit and Service. 
Extract from Farm Leases. 


And also the said ..... shall and will do suit and service to 
the Court Baron of the said John Copley, when and so often as the 
said Court, during the said Term, shall be summoned to be there 
holden and kept. 


And the said. .... executors, administrators, and assigns shall 
and will do suit to the mills of the said John Copley, in Batley, com- 
monly called Carlinghow Mills, by grinding all such corn, grain, and 
malt as the said ..... executors, administrators, and assigns do or 
shall from time to time during the said term use and expend in their 
houses, or turn into oatmeal or shillins, and shall and will pay for the 
grinding thereof all such toll and mulcture as is usually paid by other 
tenants and suitors to the said mills. And also shall and will send one 
sufficient labourer one day in every year during the said term to assist 
in cleansing and scouring the mill dams belonging to the said mills, 
when thereunto required by the tenant to the same, 


Edward Copley, who died in 1676, was extremely unfor- 
tunate. On the 29th Aug., 16 Car. II. (1664), he entered 
into a bond with the King for the sum of £1350, as security 
for Joshua Greathead, the Receiver of the Hearth Tax money 
in the West Riding and City of York. Greathead became a 
defaulter to the amount of £1334, and Edward Copley was 
called upon to pay it, and not being able, some arrangement 
was made, and the matter was not settled at the time of his 
death in 1676. On the 6th Oct., 1681, an inquisition was 
taken, and he being found possessed of the Batley Manor and 
other lands, they were all seized into the King’s hand. King 
James IT., by deed dated 23 Mar., 1687, reconveyed the manor 
and lands to Edward Copley, his son and successor, and he 
entered and enjoyed the premises by virtue thereof. 


The following extracts are taken from various documents 
relating to the manor: 
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John Copley of Batley Hall was seised of an estate in Barwick in 
Elmet and Scholes. In 1640 he sold it to a Mr. Harrison, who in 
1642 sold it to Sir John Wolstenholme, Bart., who with his son in 
1679 sold it to Sir George Cooke, Bart. 


Richard Copley held the manor of Batley of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster, and on 27th May, 10 Hen. VI. (1432), he did homage for it. 


In Copley v. Cooke, 1715. 


Mr. Robert Ray proved several estrays taken at White Lee, 
Staincliffe, and Brownhill, and waifed at Batley Hall, some kept a year, 
and others till loosed by owners. 


Marmaduke Shepley proved that Edward Copley (who died in 
1676) kept a warren (at Brownhill) and made a fold there to put 
estrays in, and several put into it, and a wild horse attempted to leap 
the gate. 


Mr. Christopher Hodgson and Mr. George Wilson proved that 
Morley and Gildersome were manors in Batley parish, and that the 
late Marquess of Halifax and Lord Cardigan are the lords, and have 
royalties and profits thereof. 


Benjamin Turner and Jeremy Shepley proved that five large 
stones, with “Copley Arms”’ on, were fixed in the earth at White Lee 
and Staincliffe Common, dividing the Batley Manor from Heckmond- 
wike, and are the landmarks. 


(Mineral Survepors’ Report on the Working of Coal in 
Batley. 


Observations made by Fonathan Smith and Robert Rogers the 8th day of 
November, 1783, at Batley, in the County of York, at the Coalpit 
there. 


We find upon going down into a coalpit set near unto the road 
from Batley Hall to Leeds, and near Brownhill Common, that the pit is 
about forty yards deep, the north side of which is set upon a horse or 
fault that runs across part of the estate to the said Common. The pit 
is in the enclosed ground and not upon the ten acres on Brownhill 
common, set to William Thornton as p agreement. That all the coals 
which have been got by Thornton have been by bringing up the level 
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from a small brook at the bottom of a close called the Boggard, 
adjoining Lord Dartmouth’s land, through the end of a wood, and by 
the side of the said close or field called the Boggard up to the aforesaid 
pit, which level we could not go into on account of the same being too 
narrow in most places. We believe a large quantity of coals have been 
got in those sough pits (which Thornton has to pay for by the agree- 
ment), but what quantity we cannot say. It also appears to us that it 
would have been better had the level been brought up without following 
the coal, it would have laid a greater depth dry, as by driving in the 
coal there must be a great deal lost in the level on account of the rise 
in the mine. The mine appears to be about a yard, the cannel or stone 
coal about fourteen inches thick, and sells for 6d. per horse load, and 
the black coal for only 2d. per horse load. 


The roof over the coal and floor are very good, a black stone 
which is very hard. 


It does also appear to us that Thornton has not fulfilled any part 
of his contract, nor is he likely to do so. 


The coal referred to in the above report, comprised ten acres 
of the cannel coal and black coal or yard bed, and was sold in 
1773 by the lords of the manor to William Thornton, for 

"200. 


Contract for Rebuilding Be Windmill on GrownGill 
Common. 


Meterials to build a Smock Windmill at Brownhill, near Birstall, with 
the old mill meterials as under :— 


To the wall 284 foots above the surface of the ground, diamiter 
25 foots at bottom outsides and 15 foots at top, thickness 24 by 22. 

First floor summer trees 12 Inch sqr., gists 3 by 43. 

Second floor do. do. 11 Inch sqr., gists 3 by 4}. 

Third floor do. do, 10 by 6, gists 3 by 4. 

Low corve, thickness 4 Inch ro breadth. 

Mooving corve 7 Inch sqr., with Iron rowler for do., 14. 

Sheerstrees 12 by 8. Road balk 14 sqr. 

Sail shaft 23 Inch sqr., upwright do, 16 Inch sqr., 20 foots, Balk 
stocks 36 foots long 12 by to, 
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Wips 31 foot long. Clean barrs. 

Long spindles for gray stones 2} sqr., bar iron, 
Graystone diameter 5 foots 4 inch. 

Blew stones diamiter 4 foots 

Break weel 7 foots g inch diamiter, harms 4} by 12. 
Spur weel 5 foots 6 inch diamiter, harms 4} by 11. 


We do hereby engage and agree to find and provide all materials 
to the place, and to build, finish, and complete Smock Wind Mill on 
Brownhill Common, Batley, in a workmanlike manner, on or before the 
first day of August next, and to the approbation of such Surveyor as 
the ladies and lord of the manor of Batley shall appoint; at or for the 
sum or price of one hundred and ninety-five pounds, to be paid in such 
proportions as such Surveyor shall order or direct. And the work to 
be carryed on according to the dimentions above mentioned, and the 
estimate hereto annexed, we being allowed the materials of the old 
wind mill. As witness our hands this 4th day of March, 1782. 


Witnesses : Gero. ScoTr 
Epw. SyKes Joun AKEROYD 
Wm. Ruopes Joun WabeE 


The Manor House. 


HE Manor House as it existed at the death of Edward 
Copley in 1716, and was leased to Richard Scholefield in 

1721, consisted of two story buildings, a part of which enclosed 
a courtyard about 15 yards square. This formed the northern 
portion of the hall. The west front was continued southwards 
for a further distance of 30 yards, and returned eastwardly 
20 yards, forming a second court enclosed on three sides. In 
the centre of the west side in this court, would be the principal 
entrance leading into the large hall, usually found in Tudor 
mansions, and mentioned in the will of John Copley, in 1543. 
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The west front was 60 yards long, the south front 20 yards, 
and the north front 30 yards, it was a timber framed and stone 
building, the southern portion erected probably in the 14th 
century, and the north end in 1461 by William Copley, half 
brother of Lionel Copley. The house being too small to 
accommodate Lady Copley and her son Lionel, the latter, on 
the 4th August, 1461, entered into an agreement with his 
brother William, to erect certain “ chambris and house” at the 
north side of the hall, and to accept payment of the cost by 
instalments of £10 5s. per annum, Lionel assigning to him 
land and tenements at Thorpe Audley as security. 


The buildings were only one room in width, with a 
corridor or gallery on the first floor, with windows looking 
into the quadrangle or court yard. 


The Hall became dilapidated and unfit for occupation, the 
southern part of the mansion was taken down about the year 
1750, by Christopher Scott who held a lease of the premises, 
and the remainder in 1861, on the erection of the present 
house. 


Elizabeth (daughter of Sir John Harrington), second wife 
of Sir Richard Copley, knight, and mother of William Copley 
before mentioned, was allowed in the year 1465, to have an 
oratory in her manor house at Batley; probably in consequence 
of the great age of her ladyship, who had been a widow 31 
years, and of the bad state of the road which then existed 
between the hall and the parish church. 


John Copley, grandson of Sir Richard Copley, knight, by 
his will, proved in 1509, desires that: “on prest syng for me 
and myn elders, and all cristen soules on yere, and he to haue for 
hys wage xl° and his bowde,” The next reference to the oratory 
or private chapel in Batley Hall, is in the will of John Copley, 
son and heir of the last mentioned John Copley, who died in 
1543. He bequeaths “to Sir John Bowar, clerke, xx‘, and 
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further that the said Sir John Bower shall have his chamber 
with meite and drinke, convenyent in Batteley Hall beforesaide, 
to pray for my soull and sawles of all my wifs and predecessors.” 


“TI give and bequeath to the saide Averey my sone, my 
chales of silver with all other ornaments, books, and vestiments 
belonginge to the altare and chapell at my saide house of Batley 
hall, and all other things necessary for the same nowe remayn- 
ynge in the same chapell, also I give and bequeath to the saide 
Averay my bage or scochen which Thomas Nodder nowe haith 
in kepinge, and I will that the aforsaides chales, books, vesti- 
ments, and other necessaries belonginge to my saide chapell, 
and also the saide baidge shall reman at my saide house called 
Batley Hall, as here lomes ther for ever.” 


The oratory was dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
and was endowed, according to the Valor Ecclesiasticus, with 
lands and tenements in Doncaster, Bentley, and Newton, of the 
annual value of 46s., subject to certain payments, yielding 
39s. 3d. net per annum. 


The endowment of the oratory is described in the Va/r 
Ecclesiasticus thus : 


Cant’ B’te Marie in Batley Hall. 
Joh’es Bower incumb’. 
Cantar’ ib’m valet in 
Redd’ & firm’ terr’ & tefit’ in Doncaster xxxvj’, S. d, 
Bentley viij’, and Newton ij’. In toto panna xlyvj 
Sm* valoris p3 
Inde in redd’ resolut’ majori & cdit’ de Doncast’ 
vj’ & .. . Windam dno de Bentlaye viij* ob’. 
In toto panni . - : . ; : vj vij’” 
Et valet clare . P : bests Mase 


X™ ps. inde : é : ny at 
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Sir John Bower was the last priest. The chapel was 
disendowed, with the chantries, in the reign of Edw. VI., and 
no further mention is made of it in any of the Copley wills or 
documents I have met with. 


On pulling down the last portion of the hall in 1861, 
part of an inscription was found cut in large letters on an oak 
board, as follows: “ Averay * Copray * AND * GRACE * Gop 
* BLES " RVN ‘ THAYR * RACE * AS ‘ BECOMETH * MAN * AND * 
WYF.” 


Averay Coplay died in 1597, and if this formed part of an 
inscription to his memory in the private chapel at the hall, as 
it probably did, it almost proves that the chapel, if not used for 
service, must have been in its pre-reformation form in the early 
part of the 17th century, the memorial being probably erected 
by his son Edward, who succeeded him, 


TBe Parish CBurcB, 


DEDICATED TO -AALLHALLOWS. 


] HE early history of most country parishes is 
‘| closely connected with its ancient church, and 
Batley is no exception to the rule. In the first 
few centuries of the history of this church the 
population of the parish was small, engaged in 
agricultural pursuits under the guidance and 
protection of resident lords of the manor. 
Their occupation was quiet and peaceable, varied only by divine 
service in the church, around which they dwelt, and where rich 
and poor gathered together to worship Almighty God and give 
thanks for the many blessings they enjoyed. 


The people highly appreciated their churches and gave 
largely of their substance towards their erection and endow- 
ment, and left an example worthy of imitation, even in the 
rgth century. 


Scatcherd and Whitaker are of opinion that the present 
church was erected in the reign of Henry VI. or about the 
middle of the 15th century. It is fortunate for us in modern 
times that our forefathers in erecting ecclesiastical edifices 
invariably followed the lines of the “style” of Gothic archi- 
tecture then prevailing, and though those styles are not so easily 
traced in small country churches, there is sufficient in the 
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present edifice—in the absence of any written records—to 
enable us to arrive at a conclusion tolerably certain as to the 
date of the present structure. 


The style of the present church is 15th century Perpen- 
dicular, with portions of a 13th century building incorporated 
with it. 


The 13th century church probably occupied the site of the 
church built immediately after the Conquest, which is men- 
tioned in Domesday Book (inter alia), “There is a priest and 
a church and two acres of meadow.” It would be the same 
length as the present one, with a chancel of two bays. The 
south chapel of “ Our Lady” was founded in the 14th century. 
The nave would be three bays long and of the same width, the 
tower occupying its present position at the west end. The 
north and south aisles were probably narrower than the present 
ones. St. Anne’s chapel was founded in the latter part of the 
15th century. The oak screen, which is clearly a genuine 
specimen of that period, without any enlargement or alteration 
in its construction, fixes the date of the rebuilding of the 
chancel, and probably all the external walls of the church at 
or about this period. At the west end there is distinct evidence 
that the north aisle has been widened, at least equal to the 
additional width of the chancel. There is also internal evidence 
that the arcade arches and the chancel and tower arches were 
not interfered with at the time of rebuilding in the 15th 
century, and that the chancel was extended on the north side 
only, in consequence of the existence of the chantry chapel on 
the south side, which prevented its extension in that direction. 


The stonework of the present east window was inserted 
and filled with stained glass in 1856, in memory of Mrs. 
Beckett. The arch of the old window was four-centred, a 
form confined almost entirely to the Perpendicular or 15th 
century Gothic. The beams of the nave roof, which are now 
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hidden by the plaster ceiling, belong to an earlier church ; 
they are of oak, slightly cambered, with carved angles on the 
under side. 


During the vicariate of the Rev. Thomas Rhodes, which 
extended from 1718 to 1753, the idea of what was called 
beautifying the church was conceived and carried out. The 
present plaster ceilings of the chancel and nave, with their 
classical ornamentation, were executed; the clustered columns 
of the south arcade were by the free use of lath and plaster 
eonverted into an octagon shape, to correspond with those on 
the north side; the mouldings of the stone capitals were cut 
away, and classical plaster ones substituted, and the arcade arches 
were indented with the pick to secure the plaster with which 
they were covered. The vicar and churchwardens, considering 
that the work had been executed with correct taste and skill, 
were of opinion that the names of those under whose guidance 
it had been accomplished should be handed down to posterity, 
and for that purpose the vicar wrote the following memorandum 
at the end of the register. 


Batley Church Body was plaistered by Mr. Exley and Mr. Moxon 
in the year 1740, Joseph Hague, William Banks, and Thomas Salvage 
being churchwardens. The cornice and Flowers, the charge of which 
with the plain plaister amounted to near £70. 

1740. Thos. Rhodes, M.A., Vicar thereof, and Wm. Senior, 

clerk. 


On the removal in 1873 of the accumulated whitewash 
from the nave and chancel walls, several scripture texts in black 
letter were discovered. ‘These texts were no doubt written in 
compliance with the Injunctions issued by Queen Elizabeth, as 
substitutes for mural paintings and images which she had 
ordered to be destroyed. At this time many of the best 
memorial brasses in our churches were taken up and sold, The 
scripture texts were afterwards covered with whitewash by the 
Puritans and the church restorers of the 18th century. 
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On removing the pulpit and reading desk in 1873, the 
staircase leading to the ancient rood loft was discovered. The 
loft was formed by the oak screen which divided the chancel 
from the nave, and on the top of this was the rood, which 
usually comprised a crucifix, with St. Mary and St. John, one 
on each side. The staircase was used by the priest for the 
- purpose of fixing lamps, candles, or decorations on the loft 
according to the seasons or high festivals. 


In the roth year of the reign of Elizabeth (1568) it was 
ordered that roods should be removed, but if the screen was 
removed a division of some kind should be erected between 
the chancel and nave. 


There is no doubt that the screen and loft were taken 
down at this time, but no division appears to have been 
substituted, except that of communion rails, which were a post 
Reformation arrangement for the protection of the sacrarium 
after the removal of the screen. 


In the churchwarden’s accounts for the parish of St. Helen’s, 
Abingdon (1555), is the following item: ‘ Payde for making 
the Roode and peynting the same, 5s. 4d.” In the same church- 
warden’s accounts for the year 1561, appears the following item: 
“To the carpenter and others for taking down the roodlofte and 
stopping the holes in the wall where the joices stoode, 15s. 8d.” 


It is evident that in the reigns of Henry VIII. and Edward 
VI. the roods were taken down; and on the accession of Mary 
to the throne they were to a limited extent restored, and finally 
demolished with few exceptions in the reign of Elizabeth. 


The Fone. 


The font came in for a share of Puritanical aversion, and 
was cast out. They considered anything that would hold water 
good enough for the baptismal service, and placed it near the 
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pulpit, a rule still observed by Nonconformists. In a few 
churches (as at Colton, Lancashire) it has not been replaced in 
its original position at the west end. 


The following is an entry in the accounts of the parish of 
St. Martin’s, Leicester. ‘1661. Feb. 4. Agreed that the font 
of stone formerly belonging to the church shall be set up in 
the ancient place, and that the other now standing near the 
desk shall be taken down.” “At a parish meeting, the new 
font fashioned and placed agreeable with the Puritanic times was 
ordered to be taken down, and the old stone one to be erected 
where it formerly stood.” 


The old font in Batley Church being destroyed, the present 
one was placed in its proper position at the Restoration in 1662, 
as shown by the date upon it. 


The Tower. 


The upper stage of the tower was built in the 15th century, 
the parapet probably belonged to a previous tower, being con- 
structed with machicolations similar to those found on strong 
towers which usually flanked the gateway to a Norman or 
medieval castle, the projection known by the name of machico- 
lation being a contrivance for letting fall great weights, boiling 
water, or molten lead, on the heads of the assailants who might 
have got close to the tower. This peculiarity in the parapet, 
which Whitaker says was only possessed by the churches at 
Batley, Guiseley, and Birstal—the last two have since been altered, 
Batley now being unique—was so constructed for the purpose 
of defence. If that is so, the present parapet must either be 
the original, or a facsimile of that on the tower of the 13th 
century church. 


In the early part of the 14th century the Scots invaded 
this part of Yorkshire, and it is possible the tower may have 
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been constructed, not only to afford shelter, but as a means of 
defence against the raids of the Scots to which the northern 
parts of England were at this period subject. 


The tower contains a peal of six bells, erected by sub- 
scription in 1851. Previously it contained three bells, the 
oldest, and probably the first placed in the tower, bore the date 
1653, and the name of Thos. Dighton; the second was dated 
1684, and the third 1791. Thos. Dighton I believe was of 
the same family as the Dightons of Wooddersome. He prob- 
ably gave the bell, as I find the will of one Thos. Dighton of 
Batley, dated Dec. 26th, 1660. 


The elegy on the old bells by Mr. Luke Blakeley, is 
engraven on a brass plate, and fixed on the outer face of the 
tower. 


On the outside face of the east end gable of the nave, a 
short time ago was to be seen a piece of iron work, which in 
pre-Reformation times supported the Sanctus bell. It was the 
custom in the middle ages to ring this bell at the elevation of 
the Host in the Mass. According to the constitutions of Walter 
de Cantilupe, Bishop of Worcester, A.D. 1240, and of John 
Peckham, Archbishop of Canterbury, A.p. 1281, a small 
hand-bell was to be rung within the church for the edification 
of the congregation, while in parish churches another and 
larger bell was to be rung at the same time, to remind those 
parishioners who were prevented from being present in the body, 
of the service which was being said, and prayers offered, that 
they might follow in spirit. 


When the church was rebuilt in the 15th century, two 
monumental stone slabs with incised crosses were used in build- 
ing the walls, and may be seen at the west end and south side; 
they formerly marked the place of interment of priests, and are 
probably of the 13th century. 


wb 
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The porch having become dilapidated was re-built in 1748, 
and probably the threshold of the external doorway was raised 
to suit the altered level of the churchyard, which had gradually 


increased in height by the great number of interments. 


The walls of the church have withstood the storms of 
more than four centuries; they are rapidly approaching the 
condition when restoration in some form will be absolutely 
necessary, and I hope when undertaken, all the leading features 
and ancient work will be carefully and reverently preserved, and 
so maintain the only surviving link in Batley, connecting the 
past with the present. 


(ews. 


The history of pews is somewhat obscure. Many writers 
have treated them as a_ post-Reformation arrangement in 
churches, while the churchwarden’s accounts in various parishes 
prove that pews were in use in the middle of the 15th century, 
being probably limited to the lord of the manor, and the lead- 
ing families in the parish. After the Reformation their use 
became general. According to Nicolas’s Testamenta Vetusta, 
in 1449, Wm. Bruges left by his will money to be used “ in 
puying of the said chirch.” In 1458, John Younge of Herne, 
also left money to make “seats called puinge.” 


The oldest pew in the church at the time of the recent 
alterations, was the one adjoining the pulpit, and attached to 
Batley Hall, it was built of carved oak and the date was prob- 
ably the latter part of the 16th century. With few exceptions 
the remainder were erected at various times in the 17th and 
18th centuries, part of deal and part of oak. They were 
mostly attached by prescription—which assumed a faculty once 
obtained but lost—to the principal dwellings or farm houses in 
the parish, as Howley Hall, Batley Hall, Carlinghow Hall, 
Purlwell Hall, Staincliffe Hall, Brookroyd, the Vicarage, the 
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Grammar schoolmaster’s house, and Scholecroft, formerly the 
residence of the Greathead family. Several of them had an 
additional pew for servants. They were erected at various 
times, frequently divided and altered, but the prescriptive rights 
rigidly maintained as shown by the plan, and the following 
extracts from the Registers. 


Mem. The new Pew or Seat wch Jeremy Healey has built of 
Firr wood opposite to y* Pew or seat belonging to Batley Hall, in 
wch John Scolefield and his wife now sit, he y* said Jeremy Healey has 
acknowledged by a note under his hand, dated y* sth of this inst. 
March, a.p. 1723, to belong to y* Rev. Mr. Copley, and y* he sits 
there as also his sons by permission only. Ita testa. 


Mar. 17, 1728. Tuos. RHoDEs. 


The next dispute was settled in a very amicable manner, 
the parties agreeing to divide the length of the seat in the pew 
without dividing the pew itself, as shewn by the following 
memorandum. 


Whereas a dispute having arisen between Joseph Oldroyd, of 
Batley in the county of York, clothier, tenant to Sir Ralph Assheton 
and others, and John Hardy, of Batley aforesaid, clothier, tenant to 
Mr. Wormald of Leeds, concerning a seat or pew in the parish church 
of Batley aforesaid, adjoining on the east on a seat or pew belonging to 
Mr Francis Fourness, on the west on a seat belonging to John Sharp, 
on the north on the north aisle of the said church, on the south on a 
seat or pew belonging to the said Mr. Wormald of Leeds. 


Now it is agreed between the said Joseph Oldroyd and John Hardy, 
that the said Joseph Oldroyd shall hold and enjoy one moiety or half 
part of the said seat or pew, and that at the end of the said seat or pew 
which adjoins upon the said north aisle of the said church, and that the 
said John Hardy shall hold and enjoy the other moiety or half part of 
the said seat or pew, which adjoins on the south on the said seat or pew 
belonging to the said Mr. Wonmild of Leeds. Dated this twenty- 
ninth day of July, in the year of our Lord 1765. 

(Signed) JosepH OLxpRoyp, 
Witness Joun Harpy. 
Jeru. CHADWICK, 
SaML. WALKER. 
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The gallery at the west end of the nave—which I had 
the pleasure of reporting as unsafe, and of advising its removal— 
was taken down by order of the vicar and churchwardens. It 
was erected in the early part of the 18th century, by a member 
of the Taylor family, of Purlwell Hall. It was a high handed 
puritanical act, for which I have not been able to discover any 
faculty or other authority. 


The following memoranda, which were found among the 
papers of the late J. B. Greenwood, Esq., will explain its history. 
The document bears no date. 


The gallery in Batley church was built by my father about fifty 
years ago, I have no receipts to prove this, but my father sold three 
pews in the gallery, and whether common report will be proper evidence 
of the building by father, must leave that to you. This can be corrobo- 
rated by an acknowledgement paid annually by the singers for their 
privilege of sitting there, further, that the churchwardens repaired at 
the parish expense the seats where the singers sits. My father 
demanded of the churchwardens to pull off by their workmen what 
repairs they had done, which they did, and signed an acknowledgement 
of their error. 


The following is the memorandum referred to in the pre- 
ceding document. 


Oct. 77,1761. 

Whereas, we John Spedding and John Sheard, churchwardens for 
Batley and Morley, have inadvertently ordered a pair of jimmers to be 
nailed upon a door leading into two long seats in the gallery in the 
parish church of Batley, where the singers usually sit, it being the 
property of Mr. John Taylor, of Purlwell Hall, we therefore being 
convinced that we have no . . . . to do so, ordered Joseph Mowbray, 
carpenter, to take the said jimmers off again, which was performed in 
the presence of Mr. Robt. Clay, Mr. John Thompson, John Strodder, 
John Mowbray, John Akeroyd. 

Witness our hands the day and year first above written : 

(Signed) Joun Speppinc, 

Witness Joun SHEARD. 

Benj. WIxsy, 

Witiam Parstey. 
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The old pews were removed and stalls substituted in 1873, 
the latter being declared by a faculty granted by the Chancellor 
of the Diocese, free and unappropriated for ever. 


The Pavement. 


It was customary in former times to inter parishioners 
inside their parish church. There is scarcely a square yard in 
the church that has not been used for the purpose. During 
the alterations, large quantities of human bones were gathered, 
and buried in the church yard. The chancel has been the 
burial place of the vicars for centuries, St. Anne’s chapel, of 
the Mirfields and Saviles of Howley, and the chapel of our 
Lady, of the Copleys of Batley Hall. The last interment in 
the church was that of a child of the Rev. Joseph Senior, 
master of the grammar school, who was buried in the pew 
attached to the master’s house. 


There are fourteen monumental slabs in the aisles, which 
form part of the pavement, on which are the following inscrip- 
tions. The numbers refer to those on the plan of the church 
previous to the alterations in 1873. 


No. 1. David Healey, of 
Batley, who departed this life 
July the 1st, 1789, aged 45 years. 
Faithful and tender in Relations Ties ; 
Cordial to help and prudent to advise. 
Also in memory of 
Hannah, the wife of William 
Willans, of Havercroft, who died 
July 5, 1801, 
Aged 54 years. 


No. 2. Here lieth the 

Body of John Healey, 

of Havercroft in Batley, 
Yeoman, who departed 

this life the 12th Day of 
May, Anno Domi 1764, 
in the 74 year of his 

age. 


Ground Plan of Batley Church, priot to its Westoration in 1873. 


References. 


A Aisles 
Chapel of our Lady 
bt Anne's Chapel 
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Here also was interred the 
Body of Martha, the wife of 
the above said John Healey, 
who departed this Life, the 
. . day of January, 1783, in the 
78" year of her age.* 

No. 3. Here was interred the 
Body of Sarah, Daughter of 
John Fozard of Batley-Carr, 

and wife to William Lister 
of Bruntcliffe, who departed 

this life, the 6% of March, 1768, 

aged 26 years. 

And also of John son of the 
abovesaid William and Sarah, 
who died in his infancy, 
the 11" of March, 1768. 


No. 4. Here was interred y* Body 
of Mr. John Sharp of Gil- 
dersome, who departed 
this life the 7* day De- 
cember, Anno Dom. 1752, 
in the 41* year of his age. 
Here also lieth interred y« 
Body of William, son of ys 
above said John Sharp, who 
departed this life the first 
Day of July, in 1761, in the 
20" year of his age.® 


No. 5. Here was interr’d the Bo 
dy of Rebekah Daughter of 
the above said John, who depart 
-ed this life the 14th day of July ~ 
1772, in the 34" year of her age.* 


No. 6. Tho: Crowther, Esq 
Wakefield, 
Obiit Dec. 22™ A.D. 1810, 
Etatis 80. 


8 John Healey was a fellmonger, and David, mentioned on No. 1, was his son. 
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> John Sharp of Gildersome, salter, was appointed a trustee of the Batley Grammar School, 


Feb. 22, 1752- 


© This stone was laid at the foot of No. 4, and formed a continuation of it, Rebekah was the 


daughter of John Sharp, the trustee of the Grammar School. 
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No. 7. Here was interr'd y* Body 
of Francis Thomp- 
son, youngest son of 
Thomas Thompson, 
Esqr., of Woodhouseham, 
otherwise Staincliffe, and 
Sarah his wife, who 
died the 13 of May, 1743, 
in the 21* year of his age, 
and also the Body of 
Thomas Thompson, 
Esq., second son of the above 
said Thomas Thomp- 
son, Esq., and Sarah his 
wife who died the 11" May, 
1769, in the 49" year of his age. 


No. 8. In Memory of 
James Taylor 
of Halifax, 
youngest Brother of the 
late John Taylor, Esq., 
of Purlwell Hall, 
who departed this Life 
the 19" Day of September, 
1815, aged 72 years. 
Also 


of Hannah his wife, 
who died the 8" of May, 
1824, aged 77 years. 


No, g- Here was interr’d y* Body 
of John Thompson, 
M.A., eldest son of Thomas 
Thompson, of Staincliffe, 
otherwise Woodhouseham, 
Esq., and Sarah his wife, 
who died the 25" of July, 1742, 
in the 28" year of his age, 
and also was interr’d y* Body 
of Rebekah, wife of Mr. 
John Wormald, of 
Leeds, Merchant, and Daugh- 
ter of the abovesaid Tho- 
mas Thompson, Esq' 
and Sarah his wife, 
who died the 11 of September, 
1765, in the 38 year of her age. 
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In the adjoining Pew also was 
interr’d the Body of Mary, 
Relict of Mr. George 
Gibson, of Stead-Hall, and 
Daughter of the abovesaid 
Thomas Thompson, 

Esq., and Sarah his wife, 
who died the 28% November, 1751, 
in the 40" year of her age. 


No. Io. Here was interr’d 


.. + Body of Mr. John 
Thompson.... 
and son of Thomas 
Thompson of 
Woodhouseham other 
-wise Staincliffe, Esq., 
who died March 6, 1774, 
in the 21 year of his age. 
Near this place also 
was interr'd the Body 
of Elizabeth 
Thompson, Spin- 
ster, Aunt of the above 
mentioned John 
Thompson who di- 
ed the 21" day of May, 1780, 
Aged 62 years. 


No, It. Here Lieth No. 13. Here Lyeth 


the Body the Body 
of Anthony Foxcroft of of M: John 


Purlwell Hal 
in Batley, 
who departed 
This Life the 
g day of April, 
Anno Domini 
1672. He had by 
Ann His wife 
one son and 
vil daughters. 


No. 12. Here Lyeth 
the Body 
of Mr. James 
Pearson, Late 
Schoolmaster 
of Batley, who 
Departed this 
Life the 13 Day 
of April, 1710. 


Wyther 
of Mavrley, 
who departed 
this life the 
30 Day of 
January in 
the year 
of our Lord 
Anno Domini 
1695. I.W. 


No. 14. Here Lyeth the 
Body of Thomas 
Lofte, clarke to 
Edward Copley 
of Batley, Esq., 
who departed 
this life the 16% 
day of February 


Ano. Domi., 1674. 


Memento mori. 
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There were in the chancel previous to the founding of the 
chantry of St. Anne, two memorial stone slabs, which Whitaker 
says had in his time inscribed on them, one the name of Sir 
John Mirfield, and the other the name of William Mirfield. 


In August, 1441, administrations of the goods, &c. of 
Isabel Mirfield, was granted to John Mirfield, and on the 22nd 
May, 1446, administrations of the estate of John Mirfield, son 
of William Mirfield was granted to William Mirfield. There 
can be little doubt these slabs were in memory of the above, 
and that they were the immediate ancestors of Oliver Mirfield, 
of Howley, “who probably was also interred in the church in 
1462, but the exact relationship between them is not easily 
ascertained. 


The slabs are now in the aisle leading to the vestry, but 
the inscriptions have disappeared. 


The Churchyard. 


Here all are equal. Side by side, 
The poor man and the son of pride 
Lie calm and still. 


TT atrium or churchyard, which was vacant ground round 
a church, has existed from the earliest period of the 
Christian age. For the first three centuries no interment 
was permitted, either in the churchyard, or in the church; 
all burials being generally by the wayside, or in land outside 
the cities. In the 4th century, emperors and kings were 
allowed to be interred in the churchyard, and in the porch or 
entrance to the church. And it was not till the 6th century, 
that the people were admitted to the same privilege, but still 
they were forbidden by laws, both ecclesiastical and civil, to bury 
in the church. The council of Winchester, held under Lanfranc, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 1076, said, “let no bodies of the 
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dead be buried in church,” but so many exceptions had already 
been made, that it was not a difficult matter for any one who 
thought his soul would be benefited hereafter, by the interment 
of his body within the sacred precincts of the church, to obtain 
this privilege. In or about the year 1230, by the decretals of 
Pope Gregory IX., the prescriptive right for men to be buried 
in the church in the sepulchres of their ancestors was estab- 
lished, and others who had no such right, from motives of 
superstition or ambition could acquire them by purchase, and 
this custom has been the practice until recent times. 


The rectors and vicars were usually interred in the chancel, 
near the altar;* the chaplains or chantry priests in their respective 
chapels; and lords of manors, patrons, and founders, in or near 
their respective pews or chantry chapels. This rule or custom 
prevailed in Batley church from the earliest period of its 
history. 


Coffins of stone, wood, and lead were for the use of the 
rich only; for poor people, burial in the earth without cofiins 
long prevailed. It was customary in Queen Elizabeth’s time 
to bury in winding-sheets or shrouds only. Chests with lids 
were used to carry the dead, who had no coffin, to the grave. 
They had over them a light frame of wood-work to support 
the pall over the body, while the service for the dead was being 
said. On removing the pall and lid at the grave side, the 
corpse could be seen folded in its winding sheet, tied round at 
the head and feet, in the manner of asack’s mouth. Represen- 
tations of this may be seen on memorial brasses, in various parts 
of the country. This form of a parish bier was part of the 
regular church furniture, and was usually called a hearse, and 
was the origin of the modern parish hearse. 


The burial of the dead without coffins was not confined to 
the poor; the rich and noble in the land, often from deep 


2 A number were found not many feet below the floor of Batley Church, in 1856. 
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religious feelings, objected to the use of coffins, as in the case of 
Sir Thomas Cumberworth, of Somerby, Lincolnshire, from 
whose will the following is an extract : 


In the name of Gode, and to his loveyng. Amen. 1, Thomas 
Cumbyrworth, knyght, the xv day of Feberzer, the 3ere of oure lord 
Miccce and |., in clere mynde and hele of body blyssyd be Gode, 
ordan my last wyll on this wise folowyng. Furst I gyff my sawle to 
God my lorde and my redemptur, and my wreched body to be 
beryd in a chitte with owte any kiste in the north yle of the parych 
kirke of Someresby be my wyfe, and I wyll my body ly still, my 
mowth opyn, untile xxiiij owrys, and after laid on bere withowtyn any 
thyng ther upon to cover it bot a sheit and a blak cloth with a white 
crose of cloth of gold; bot I wyl my kyste be made and stande by 
and at my bereall giff it to hym that fillis my grave, also I gif my 
blissid Lord God for my mortuary there I am bered my best hors. * 


The churchyard of Batley, including the site of the 
church, contained in 1742 an area of 4356 square yards. The 
area was the same in 1829, when the first enlargement was 
made. Previous to this extension, the eastern boundary was 
near the old yew tree. The oldest memorial stone in the 
churchyard is one on the south side of the church, to the 
memory of John Dighton, who died in 1642. 


John Dighton, of Barton on Humber, son of John 
Dighton, of Woodsome, died during his father’s life time, and 
his eldest son John succeeded his grandfather at Woodsome, in 
1604, and, according to the Batley register, died in 1637. It 
is possible he may have left a son John, who succeeded him, and 
died in 1642, but as the register for that year is wanting, it is 
difficult to trace. 


There are three tombstones to the memory of members of 
the Fourness family, of Carlinghow Old Hall, builders of 
Carlinghow New Hall, and now represented by the Vincents 


_ * Lhe Topographer and Genealogist, vol. i., p. 258 (Excerpta e Regist. Dioc. 
Linc., MS. Hart. 6952, f. 174). Sir Thomas Cumberworth was High Sheriff of 
Lincolnshire in 3 Hen. V. 5 
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of Hemsworth Lane Ends. A large number of bodies have 
been buried in the churchyard to whom no monument has been 
erected, and in course of time the bodies have turned to dust, 
from which they came, and succeeding generations which knew 
them not have treated the ground as virgin soil. This process 
has continued for centuries, as may be gathered from the follow- 
ing table of the number of burials from 1559 to 1832: 


The following tables show the number of interments 
in the churchyard, Batley, also the number of marriages and 
baptisms in the church in each year from 1559 to 1800. 


An asterisk (*) denotes that the remainder are wanting. 


Year. Baptisms. Marriages. Burials. Year. Baptisms. Marriages. Burials, 
TE5Q: % | 30 2 0 Il 1587 22 5 37 
1560 2 5 19 1588 23 10 31 
1561 25 9 13 1589 30 16 9 
1562 23 5 8 1590 20 8 2 
1563 29 5 13 1591 24 5 23 
1564 22 3 9 1592 26 10 14 
1565 1g 4 8 1593 23 It 12 
1566 21 3 7 1594 2 It 10 
1567 25 I 12 T5GQ5 9 <2 27 6 Wanting 
1568 9 -- 4 1596 Wanting Wanting ” 
1569 13 = 15 1597 >» 43 59 
1570 7 I 6 1598 33 9 9 
te 1g 3 a 1599 ” ” ” 
1572 19 « § 13 1600 ” ” ” 
1573 20 y ote 5 1601 ” s 
1574 13 1602 ” » » 
1575 15 iD 7 1603 ” ” ” 
1576 23 ny: 13 1604 iT $3 33 
1577 32 7 13 1605 « 21 *T Bee hs 
1575 419 9 7 1606 Wanting Wanting Wanting 
1579 27 3 *8 1607 ” 0» ” 
1580 21 9 15 1605 22 6 15 
1581 30 7 15 1609 10 7 Wanting 
1582 26 9 25 1610 Wanting Wanting ” 
1583 25 14 16 1611 9 ” ” 
1584 20 9 12 1612 3 3 3 
1585 28 Y vi 12 1613 ” 2? ” 
1586 24. CF 26 1614 22 8 22 


* Baptisms for 1578 wanting till August. 


6 Burials before August in 1579 are wanting. 
¢ The only ones now in the Registers, and no doubt remainder lost. 
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Year. 
1615 
1616 
1617 
1618 
1619 
1620 
1621 
1622 
1623 
1624 
1625 
1626 
1627 
1628 
1629 
1630 
1631 
1632 
1633 
1634 
1635 
1636 
1637 
1638 
1639 
1640 
1641 
1642 
1643 
1644 
1645 
1646 
1647 
1648 
1649 
1650 
1651 
1652 
1653 
1654 
1655 
1656 
1657 
1658 
1659 
1660 
1661 

1662 


Wanting 


Baptisms. 


31 
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Wanting 
*y7 
ey 
2 
ae 3 


Marriages. 
. IO 
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“I 


Wanting 


Wanting 
” 


” 


2 
10 


Wanting 
It 


Wanting 


9 
- Wanting 


Burials. 
26 


Wanting 
22 
17 
*Y 
22 

Wanting 


Year. 
1663 
1664 
1665 
1666 
1667 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 
1674 
1675 
1676 
1677 
1678 
1679 
1680 
1681 
1682 
1683 
1684 
1685 
1686 
1687 
1688 
1689 
1690 
1691 
1692 
1693 
1694 
1695 
1696 
1697 
1698 
1699 
1700 
1701 
1702 
1703 
1704 
1705 
1706 
1797 
1708 
1709 
1710 
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Baptisms. 


Marriages. 
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Burials. 
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Year. 
1711 
1712 
1713 
1714 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 
1721 
1722 
1723 
1724 
1725 
1726 
1727 
1728 
1729 
1730 
1731 
1732 
2733 
1734 
1735 
1736 
1737 
1738 
1739 
1740 
1741 
1742 
1743 
1744 
1745 
1746 
1747 
1748 
1749 
1750 
1751 
1752 
1753 
1754 
1755 
1756 
1757 
1758 


Bap! 


tisms. 
20 


THE PARISH 


Marriages. 
~ I2 


Burials. 


CHURCH. 39 
Year. Baptisms. Marriages. Burials. 
TiS) ae FR 339 = a3 
aba; = 162 ee - 40 
TINTS 1s 83 © 23% = 2s 
Oe OS pg! Sees es 
1763. 81 5 Sh) : 37 
1764. . *97 22 Al aast: 
LG Oban ape * 23h aS 
TOOT amt es = | 2bF 
LHOG: 2 5 - 38 = at 
1768 . 82 aubks eZO 
T7GQ) 3. 95 s 2 eet 
T77O, 5 OI eso =~ 320 
EVIE, «92 - 44 «234 
1772 16. 363 Poe ete: tye ae 
a SS Our Ai - 31 - 42 
E774; 2: 93 - 29 - 23 
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From 1800 to 1812 : 2 BOY 

From 1813 to 1832 . - 1306 

Total 7351 


8 From January rst, 1764, to March 25th, 1765. 
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From these figures, it appears that 7,351 interments have 
been registered, as taking place in the church and churchyard 
from 1559 to 1832, in an area of 4,356 square yards. The 
churchyard was enlarged in 1829, and the interments between 
that year and 1832 would be about equal to the number in the 
years wanting in the register; and as 2? square yards is the 
average for a grave space, the interments have been equal to 
five deep over the whole area of the churchyard and church, 
exclusive of the burials between the years 1086 (the earliest 
record of the church) and 1559, the first year of the register. 


On the north side of the church, the tomb stones are 
not sO numerous in proportion to the area, as on the south 
side. How far this may be attributed to the superstition which 
formerly prevailed in the north of England, that the bodies of 
unbaptised infants, excommunicated persons, and suicides were 
always interred there, must be a matter of conjecture. 


Many curious funeral customs were observed in former 
days, which bear a modified resemblance to those of the 
present day. 


Mrs. Alison Soothill, of Soothill Hall, widow, by her will 
made 28 July, 1509, directs that “ every one of those iiij men 
that shall beyre me to the kirke have iiij"””  “ Also I will that 
peny dole be dalt the day of my berrial, and a trental of masses 
to be saide the same daie, and a dyn‘ for gentlemen and prests, 
and the residue of my goods on bequest to have a prest to syng 
for me as far as it will stretche.” 


Robert Eland, of Wakefield (and Carlinghow), by his will 
made the 24th July, 1521, directs “that xiij men haue xiij 
blake gownes for beryng and halddyng xiij torches aboute my 
body the day of my beryall, eVy on of them iiij’ of syluer 
besyde that for their labo’.” 


Rey. John Copley, Rector of Thornhill, and of Batley 
Hall, by his will dated 17 May, 1732, directs “that ten clergy- 
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men and no others be invited to attend my corpse to the grave, 
and to have scarfs, hattbands, and gloves, given them, and that 
a pair of gloves be sent to each of my tennants within the 
county.” 


The old yew tree in the churchyard, now dead, has no 
doubt stood there for centuries. The origin of the custom of 
planting yew trees in churchyards is still involved in obscurity, 
and various reasons have been assigned. It probably arises from 
ancient funeral rites, as from its perpetual verdure it was used 
as an emblem of the resurrection. In Greece and Rome, 
branches of the cypress and yew were the usual signals to 
denote a house in mourning, and for the custom of planting 
yews in churchyards, I think we may look to a period of Pagan 
superstition at least as old as the conquest of Britain by the 
Romans. 

Collinson, in his History of Somersetshire, speaking of two 
very large yew trees in the churchyard of Ashill, observes that 
“our forefathers were particularly careful in preserving this 
funereal tree, whose branches it was usual for mourners to carry 
in solemn procession to the grave, and afterwards to deposit 
therein under the bodies of their departed friends. The 
branches thus cut off from their native stock, which was to 
shoot forth again at the returning spring, were beautifully 
emblematical of the resurrection of the body, as by reason of 
their perpetual verdure they were of the immortality of the 
soul.” 

There is a mutilated stone effigy in the churchyard of Batley, 
placed on a monumental tomb which was removed from the 
chapel of “Our Lady” in the church, at the time the organ was 
placed there. There is no inscription or date upon the tomb, 
nor arms to identify it, or to account for its being there. It was 
removed to the only available place and the effigy fixed on the 
top. There is no doubt it is of great antiquity, but a careful 
examination will satisfy any one conversant with the costume 
of the middle ages, that it represents a civilian, probably a 
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merchant of the staple, and the date may be fixed at the end 
of the 14th or beginning of the 15th century. The tunic has 
been short, reaching a little below the knees, the legs were 
clothed in tight hose, and the feet in pointed shoes. The belt 
or girdle round the waist keeps the tunic to the body and 
carries the purse or gipciere, and anlace or dagger. Planche 
says, “It is in the 14th century that the dagger is first seen as a 
constant appendage to the girdle of a civilian, who generally 
wore it stuck in their purses or pouches.” There are many 
examples of monumental brasses to the memory of civilians, in 
various churches, in similar costume with purse and dagger, 
from 1350 to 1450, after which time the dress begins to vary. 


It is impossible to say to what family this monument 
belongs, probably it represents a, Copley, Mirfield, Eland, or 
Dighton. 

The head of the effigy has rested upon a cushion sup- 
ported by angels. Scatcherd says it is the full length figure of 
a man with a sword by his side, his hands clasped upon his 
breast, and his head resting upon a pillow, and that it is not 
easy to decide what was the profession of the person here 
represented, civil, military, or ecclesiastical; and he then relates 
the tradition that the man was a schoolmaster of uncommon 
severity, who was killed by his own scholars with his own 
sword, and finally he comes to the conclusion that he was the 
vicar and schoolmaster of the parish. For this there is not the 
least foundation. It is probable the effigy was originally in the 
church. Scatcherd was mistaken in calling it a sword, it never 
was intended for one, and by no effort of the imagination can it 
be converted into one. 


The earliest brass of a civilian with a dagger, mentioned 
by Boutell, is of the date 1370, and the last in 1431. He does 
not give a single instance of a priest with a dagger. The 
monument of Sir William Gascoigne, in Harewood church, 
circa 1419, is a good example of the an/ace and gipciere. 


The churchyard was further enlarged to its present limits, 
in 1856. 
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Copies of Inscriptions, efc., on Tomb Sones in Gatley 
Churchyard, and on Tablets in Be Church. 


In Memory of Mary Beaumont, late of Brantingham who died at Carling- 
how Hall 17th of August 1865, aged 75 years. 


In Memory of Jeremy Sharp of Upper Batley who departed this Life on 
the 25th day of November 1809, in the 56th year of his age. 

Also in Memory of two Children of the above Jeremy Sharp: Samuel 
e George, Samuel died on the 1st day of November 1787, in the 3rd year of 

is age. : 

George died on the 12th day of October 1794 in the ist year of his age. 

Also Rachel, wife of the above Jeremy Sharp who departed this life July 
8th 1840 aged 85 years. 


Near this place was interr'd the body of John Sharp of Upper Batley Yeo- 
man who departed this Life the 7th day of May 1775 in the sgth year of his age, 

Also the bodies of John and Thomas sons of the above said John Sharp. 
John died the 19th day of January 1746 in the 4th year of his age and Thomas 
died thes . . . Day of May 1766 in the gth year of his age. Also here was 
interred the Body of Mary the Wife of the above said John Sharp and Mother 
of the above said children who departed this Life the gth day of August 1781 in 
the 62nd year of her age. : 


Beneath this Stone was Interred Sarah eldest Daughter of Samuel and 
Sarah Sharp, of Carlinghow Old Hall, She was born on the 25th day of April 
1810 and died on the 4th day of July 1836, Her end was peace. 

Here also was interred Mary the beloved wife of Robert Whitton, of Ripon; 
and daughter of the above named Samuel and Sarah Sharp she was born 
May 5th 1815: and died August 23rd 1845. 


By afflictive dispensations her Heavenly 
Father gradually withdrew her affections 
from earth to Heaven, and prepared her to 
dwell for ever in His presence. 


Beneath this stone was interred Beaumont, the only son of Samuel and 
Sarah Sharp, of Carlinghow Old Hall, he was born on the 18th day of Decem- 
ber 1807 and died on the 8th day of October 1825. 


He in a sacred calm resigned his Breath 
And as his Eyelids clos’d he smiled in death. 


Here also was interred Sarah the wife of Samuel Sharp she was born at 
Beverley, on the 22nd day of August 1776 and died at Carlinghow Old Hall, 
on the 24 day of January 1854. Near this stone was Interred Samuel Sharp 
of Carlinghow Old Hall he was born at South Cave on the 1st day of January 
1784 and died on the 29th day of December 1865. 


8 Interred May 1. 
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Here was Interred the body of Martha wife of Joshua Wormald of Carling- 
how Yeoman and after wife of Thomas Wilby of Carlinghow, gelder, and lastly 
the wife of John Senior of Carlinghow, who departed this Life the 2nd Day of 
November 1765 in the 8gth year of her age. Here also was interred the above 
said John Senior, who died April the 22nd 1784 in the 81st year of his age. 


Here Lieth the Bodys of Lionell Mann and Judeth his wife of Batley who 
had issue and left vir Sones and 11 Daughters He died 1aNvartE The xvi she 
Died Februarie The xv1 Ann. Dom. 1670. 


Here was interred the Body of Edward Dean of Healey who departed this 
Life the roth day of December in the 68th year of his age Anno Dom. 1734. 

Also John son of the above said Edward Dean who died in his Youth Here 
also lay the body of Sarah Wife of the above said Edward Dean who died 
August the. . 1760... 


Here lies the Body of Martha the daughter of Toby Fourness of Batley who 
departed this Life the 30th day of June in the 17th year of age Anno Domini 
1735. Also near this Place lies Grace and Hannah Daughters of the said 
Tobias Fourness, Grace died on the 31st Day of January in the 4th year of her 
age 1729. Hannah on the 26th Day of February in the rst year of her age 1732. 

Here also lies the body of the above said Tobias Fourness who departed 
this Life on the 12th Dof...... 


Sacred to the Memory of Edward Dean of White Lee Clothier who departed 
this Life September 14th 18ro in the S1st year of his age. Here also lieth the 
Remains of Hannah Wife of the above said Edward Dean who departed this 
Life April 12th 1816 in the 81st year of her age. Adjacent lies the Remains of 
Mary Hemingway grand daughter of the above said Edward and Hannah Dean 
who died August z9th 1822 in the 26th year of her age. 


Here lieth the Body of John son of James Bollan of Birstal who departed 
this Life the 2nd day of April in y® 18th year of his age Anno Dom. 1728. 

Adjacent 4 children of Benjamin Dickinson, Joseph, Benjamin, Ann, 
Rebeckah all died in their Infancy Also Mary wife of the above said James 
Bollan who departed this Life the 13th of December Anno Dom. 1762 aged 83 
years. 


Beneath this stone was interr’d the Body of Joseph Beaumont of Beverley 
in the East Riding of the County of York and formerly of this place he departed 
this Life April 24th 1822 in the 81st year of his age. 

Also the Body of Sarah, Relict of the above named Joseph Beaumont who 
departed this Life January 24th 1827 in the 77th year of her age. 


Here was Interred the Body of Ann the wife of John Beaumont of Batley 
who departed this Life the 17th day of July 1766 in the 56th year of her age, 
Near this place also were interred the Bodies of six Daughters of the above said 
John Beaumont and Ann his wife who all died in their Infancy, And also the 
Body of Abraham their son who departed this Life the 13th day of July 1765 
in the 14th year of his Age, Here also was interred the Body of the above said 
John Beaumont who departed this Life the 30th day of June 1793 in the S2nd 
year of his age, 

5 Interred August 5. 
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Here lieth the body of Thomas Thomson of Carlinghow who departed this 
life the second day of August ....... 


Robert who departed this Life the 4th of July in the yeare of our Lord 1657. 


Here Lyeth the Body of Deborah the Wife of William Wormald of Batley 
who departed this Life the rot* Day of December Anno Dom 

Here also lieth the Body of Hannah Wife of John Wormald, Upper Batley 
Yeoman who departed this Life the 3" Day of July 1742 Aged 66. 


Here lieth the Body of John son of Francis Fourness of Carlinghow who 
departed this Lifethe ....... 


Here also lieth the Body of John Wormald of Upper Batley Yeoman, Aged 
84 years in January 1750." 


Here lieth the Body of Jeremiah Shepley of Schole Croft within this Parish 
Yeom. who departed this Life the 13th Day of February in the 47th year of his 
Age Anno Dom 1745, Also Elizabeth the Daughter of the above said Jeremiah 
Shepley who departed this Life the First day of February in the 7th year of her 
Age Anno Dom 1735 

Here also lieth y* Body of Jane the Wife of the above said Jeremiah Shepley 
who departed this Life the 19th Day of December 1748 in the 65th year of her age 


Here lyeth the Body of Alice the Wife of William Wormald of Batley who 
departed this Life the 30th day of March Anno Domini 16go 


Here lyeth the Body of ffrancis Tompson of Battley who departed this Life 
the 18th day of May in the yeare of our Lord God 1690. 


Heare lieth the Body of Thomas Leigh of Batley who departed this Life 
the Third day of December Anno Domini 1653 Likewise Heare lieth the Body 
of John Grene Sonne of John Grene of Liversedge who departed this Life the 
second day of December Anno Domini 1653. 


Here lyeth the Body of Mr. Richard Hardwick of Batley writing Master 
departed February the Sth 1700. 
The Lord shal descend with a shout with the voice of the Archangel and 
vat the trump of god and the dead in christ shall arise first. I. Thessalon. 4th 
16th. 


Heare resteth the body of John Batie sone of Ralph Batie of Batley who 
departed this life November roth 1644, Anne his daughter was buried October 
12th 1647, Samuell Batie his sone was Buried the ao day of June Anno Domi 
1655. Mercy, Ralph Batie, uxor. 30.... 16.. 


Here lyeth the Body of Alice wife of William Banks of Gildersome who 
departed this Life the 30th of October Anno Domini 1651. 


In Memoriam Omnium Johan nuim de Dighton de Woodhousham in 
Batley Quorum Exuvie spe Resurrectionis in Pulverei uix ta Acquiescunt . 
1642. 

Here also was buryed the Body of Nathanael Booth of the Said Wood- 
housham the 27th day of September A*° Domi 1675. 


© Interred January 8, 1750. 


46 RECORDS OF BATLEY. 


Here lyeth interred The Body of William Brook of Batley who departed 
this Life the 7th Day of January in the 31st yeare of his age Anno Domi 1687. 
hodi mihi cras libi 

Here lieth yt Body of Joshua Healey of Batley who died November y* 17th 
A.D. 1753 aged 64 years. 


Here lieth the Body of Thomas Son of John Healey who departed this life 
y° 18th Day of May 1748in the 13th year of his Age, Also Hannah daughter of 
y® above said John Healey Died y* gth Day of October 1740 in y* 2nd year of 
her age 

Here also lieth the Body of George Son of John Healey died y* 17th Day of 
June 1757 in y* 16th year of his Age. Near this place also was interr'd the Body 
of John Son of the above said John Healey of Havercroft in Batley yeoman 
who departed this Life the 7th Day of January 1765 in the 28th year of his age 


Here lieth y® Body of James Healey of Havercroft in Batley who died June 
yt gth Anno Dom 1761 in y* 4oth year of his age 
Stop passenger and Spend a Tear 
And view the Dust that sleepeth here 
For I in Christ alone do trust 
To rise in number with the just. 
Here was Interred the Body of William Healey of Havercroft in Batley who 
departed this Life the 30th day of October 178g in the 7oth year of his age 


Here lieth the Body of Grace the wife of Anthony Nettleton of Battley who 
departed this Life the Eighteenth Day of January A° Dmi 1705 


Here lieth y* body of John son of Samuel Scott of Carlinghow in Batley 
who Dyed yt 22nd Day of March Anno Dom 1732 Aged 23 years 

Here also Lieth ys Body of Samuel son of Saml Scott of Carlinghow in 
Batley who Dyed y* 4th Day of January Anno Dom 1738 Aged 25 years 

Here likewise is Interr'd the Body of Samuel Scott the Father of the above 
said John and Samuel, Miller, of Carlinghow Mill who departed this Life y* 24th 
day of March Anno Dom 1739 in the 61st year of his Age 


Here lieth the Body of Isabel Wife of John Tetley of Carlinghow Mill in 
Batley who died April the 5th Anno Dom 1753 aged 63 years 

Here also lieth the Body of John Tetley above said who departed this Life 
the 4th Day of December Anno Dom 1757 in the 61st year of his Age 

Here also lieth y* Body of Mary Daughter of John Clapham of Birstall 
who died in her Infancy Mar y© 28th Anno Dom 1760 


Here lieth the Body of Thomas Healey of Batley Carpenter who died the 
tst Day of April 1683 Aged 47 years. Also Rebeka his wife who died October 
the 20th 1726 Aged 84 


Near this place was Interred the body of George Hodgson of Scholecroft 
Yeoman who departed this Life the 11th Day of July 1769 in the 54th year of 
his Age. Also the Body of Ann wife of the above said George who departed 
this Life the 13th day of July 1771 in the 48th year of her Age 

And here was Interr’d the Body of Samuel Son of the Above said George 
and Ann who departed this Life the 31st Day of August 1771 in the 15th year 
of his Age. 
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Receive Instruction from the dead, 
Twilt be of use in greatest need. 
Wisely use Time whilst it doth last, 

It quickly flies, will soon be past; 

If death shou'd find your work undone, 
Oh think how sad must be your Doom. 


Here was Interred the Body of John Healey of Batley Carpinter who de- 
parted this Life upon the 23rd day of August in the 55th year of his Age Anno 
Dom 1722 

Here also lieth ys Body of Martha his Wife who departed this Life the 21st 
Day of August Anno Dom 1729 in the 56th year of her age 

Here also lieth y* Body of Jeremiah Healey of Batley who died October y® 
11th 1742 in y* 6oth year of his age 


Sacred to the Memory of Thomas Dean Clothier of White Lee in Batley 
who departed this Life December 24th 1838 aged 80 years. Also of Martha the 
Daughter of Edward and Mary Hemingway of White Lee who died February 
19th 1839 aged 21 weeks. Also near this place were interred the remains of 
Mary the Wife of the above said Edward Hemingway who departed this life 
October 18th 1840 aged 36 years 


Here Lyeth y* Body of John Thomson of Carlinghow who departed this 
Life y® rst Day of January Anno Dom 1680 

Here also Lies Interred y© Body of John Fourness of Carlinghow Yeoman 
who departed this Life y* 26th Day of November Anno Dom 1723 Aged 81 years 


Here lyeth the Body of Elliner the Wife of Edward Birtby of Scholecroft 
who departed this life the 15th Day of June Anno Domini 1674 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord for they rest from their labours 
and their works do follow them. 


Here lies interred y* Body of Marmaduke Shepley of Carlinghow who 
departed this Life y* 5th day of October 1724 in y® 36th year of his age 

Here also lies y® Body of Mary Shepley his Sister who departed this Life the 
26th day of August 1724 Aged 31 

Here also lies the Body of Elizt their Sister y® wife of Samuel Wilson who 
Dy’d November 17th 1724 Aged 35 years 


Here lies the Body of Ann the widow of Joshua Sheplay of Batley yeoman 
who departed this Life the 29" Day of June Ann Dom 1729 aged 62. Vigilate 
orate. 


Here was interred the Body of Ann the wife of Marmaduke Shepley of 
Batley who departed this life the 17% Day of September 177 . in the 33™ year 
of her age. Near this place was interred the Body of William Chadwick of 
Batley, who departed this Life the 16t* Day of May 1751 in the 62 year of his 
age. Here also was interred the Body of Ann his Wife and Daughter of the 
above said Marmaduke and Ann who departed this Life the 1rot* Day of April 
1766 in the 73" year of her age. Adjacent was interred the Body of Jeremiah 
Son of the abovesaid William and Ann who departed this Life the rot? Day of 
April 1783 in the 61% year of his age. Here also was interred the Body of 
Mary his Wife who departed this Life the . . day of Jan’ 1785 in the... year of 
her age. 
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Here lieth y® Body of Martha wife of Joseph Marsden of Brookroyd in 
Batley who died October y® 30% in y* 61% year of her age, a.D. 1747. Also 
Joseph their son died July 1 1776 aged 64 years and Rebecca his wife died Nov. 
5th 1780 aged 71 years. 


Sacred to the Memory of John Chadwick (late Clerk of this Church) who 
died February 11!" 1802 aged 52 Also of William Son of the above who died 
April 3™ 1792 in Infancy Also of Ann Daughter of the above who died Novem- 
ber 248 1792 aged 13 years Also of Elizabeth Wife of the abovesaid John 
Chadwick who died February 18 1793 aged 35 years Also of Bridgett Daugh- 
ter of the said John and Elizabeth who died October 2" 1793 aged 4 years. 


Here lyeth the Body of Benjamin Harisson of Houley Ould Halle who 
departed this Life the 22" Day of Juelley Anno tatis suo 47 Anno Domi 1697. 


Here lyeth the Body of William Banks of Gildersome who departed this 
Life February the 16" Anno Domini 1651. 


Here lyeth y* Body of Benjamin Harrison ..... . Here also lyeth the 
Body of Phillis Wife of y® abovesaid Benjamin Harrison who died January 
y® 1 ap. 1744 aged go years. Here also lyeth y* Body of Elizabeth their 
Daughter and Wife of Arthur Hirst of Carlinghow who died June y* 148 Anno 
Dom 1755 aged 64 years. 


Here Lieth interred the Body of Mary the wife of Alvery Wilby of Batley 
Gelder who departed this Life the 8 Day of August Anno Domini 1715 aged 
75 years. Here also lieth the Body of Thomas Wilby their son Gelder who 
departed this life the 30 Day of April Anno Domini 1728 aged 50 years. 


Sacred to the Memory of Thomas Hepworth of Carlinghow who died 
October the 12th 1784 aged 45 years. Mary his Wife died August the 25 1772 
aged 26 years, John their son died March the 23" 1773 aged 1 year. Ann 
Hepworth sister of the above Thomas died November 10% 1793 aged 46 years. 
Joseph Hepworth Father of the above Thomas and Ann died December 4! 1795 
aged 79. 


In Memory of Eleanor the Wife of Joseph Blakeley of Carlinghow who 
departed this Life on the 23 Day of November 1798 in the 33 yeare of her age. 


Thomas Tomlinson 1725. G. T. 1753. 
Mary the Wife of John Turner died September the 26** 1779 aged 61 years. 


Here lieth interred the Body of Benjamin Greenwood of Healey in this 
Parish who died the 17 of April 1741 in the 39" year of his age. Also here 
lieth the Body of Joseph Greenwood of Healey who died 14"" of January 1747-8 
in the 47 year of his age. Here also was interred the Body of Timothy the son 
of the above said Joseph Greenwood and Ann his wife who departed this life the 
21° day of March 1779 in the 43™ year of his age. Also Joseph son of the 
above said Joseph Greenwood who departed this Life September 25** 1788 aged 
56 years. 
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What was Mortal of John Son of Benjamin Wilkinson of Carlinghow who 


died April ro'* a.p. 1793 (aged 15 years) here rests amidst kindred Dust till the 
Heavens are no more. 


Farewell dear shade thy trials now are o’er 

And pain and sickness will afflict no more 
Sweet be thy slumbers peaceful thy repose 

Till the last morn its orient beam disclose 

Then when the great Arch-Angel’s potent sound 
Shall eccho through Creations ample round 
May thy lov’d Dust reviving at the call 

Meet His eternal smile who dy’d for all. 


Here lieth the Body of Martin Akroyd, Miller of Howley Mills, who 
departed this life the 3 day of October Anno Domini 1735 in the 35 year of his 
age. 

Here also was interred the Body of Alice relict of the above said Martin 
Akroyd and afterwards Wife of Samuel Fozard of Howley Mills who departed 
this life the 21* day of January 1769 in the 71* year of her age. 


In Memory of Samuel Fozard of Howley Mills who died October 13" 1781 
aged 39 years. 
Also Sarah wife of the abovesaid who died January 13'* 1788 aged 46 years. 


Beneath was deposited the Body of Ann Wife of William Akroyd of 
Havercroft, Miller who died January 25** 1793 aged 74 years. 

Also John Akroyd son of the abovesaid, of Nostal Mill who died August 
6t 1796 aged 49 years. 

Also the above William Akroyd who died October 26 1798 aged 79 years. 


In memory of Betty the Daughter of James Keighley of Chappel Fold who 
departed this Life the 184 of June 1786 in the 23™ year of her age. 

Also James his son, who died in his Infancy. 
Be ye also ready for in such an hour as you think not, the son of Man cometh. 


Here were interred the bodies of Rebekah and John Daughter and Son of 
Martin Willans and Susanna his wife of Carlinghow in Batley Rebekah died 
July 23" 1765 in the 1* year of her age And John died January 12" 1774 in the 
7th year of his age. 

Short was our time, but longer is our rest 
God takes them soonest, whom he lovest best 

Martin died 1781 aged 50 years, Hannah their daughter died 1792 aged 

12 years. 


In Memory of Thos. Almond of Carlinghow, Mason who died April 1** 1789 
aged 63 years. 

Also of Ann his wife who died March 24" 1797 Aged 61 years. 

Ann their daughter died August 25» 1760 aged 4 years. 

John their son died June 6 1786 aged 31 years. 

Ann the Wife of George Almond died January 1* 1796 aged 25 years. 
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In Memory of Thomas Almond of Carlinghow Clothmaker who departed 
this Life Dec. 29t4 1795 aged 35 years. His Wife has done this in Memory of 
her Husband. 


In Memory of Rachel the Wife of Benjamin Law of Haver-croft who 
departed this life on the 22" Day of October 1797 in the 28 year of her age. 
Also of Sarah their Daughter who died in her Infancy. 


Martha and Ann Garths 1734. 


Here lieth the Body of Thomas Grimshaw late of Dewsbury who departed 
this Life the 5" day of February 1777 in the 53 year of his age. 
My time is spent my glass is run 
My thread is cut my work is done. 


In Memory of Martha Wife of William Grimshaw of Haver-croft who 
departed this Life the 22"! day of September 1784 in the So'® year of her age. 
Thou passenger whose Eyes this stone do view 
Learn to be wise nor fleeting Hope pursue 
Life is an Evening Breeze a murmering Breath 
That blows till sun set then grow calm in death. 
Sacred also to the Memory of the aforesaid Will” Grimshaw who departed 
this life the 13** day of April 1789 in the 88 year of his age. 
This world is vain and full of pain 
With Care and Sorrow sore... . 
But those are blest that are at rest 
With Christ for evermore. 


John Son of John Millns died 17'" of September 1775 Aged 3 years. 


Here lieth the Bodies of John, Joshua, Hannah Sons and Daughter of 
Richard Hargreave of Healey all died in their Infancy. 

Also Henry Son of y* above said Richard Hargreave yeoman died March 
y® 11'b 1748 in y® roth year of his age. Here also lieth the Body of Richard son 
of the abovesaid Richard Hargreave who died June y® 15 Anno Domi 1757 in 
the 26‘ year of his age Also Richard father of the abovesaid children died June 
the gtt Anno Dom 1758 in the 64" year of his age Also Esther wife of the above- 
said Richard who died February y® rot 1762 in y* 63" year of her age. 


Here was interred the Body of Mary the Wife of William Bradley of 
Staincliffe in Batley who departed this life the 21° day of March 1777 in the 
2gt* year of her age, Here also was interred the bodies of William and Benoni 
Sons of the above said William Bradley who died in their Infancy Here also 
was Interred the body of Richard Bradley Son of the abovesaid William Bradley 
and Mary his wife who departed this life the 12'* day of October 178g in the 
tg" year of his age. 


Here lyeth the body of Elizabeth wife of William Broxup who departed 
this life the 25 day of May Anno Dom 1675. 
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In Memory of Hannah the Daughter of Joseph Blakeley of Healey who 
died October 4'* 1791 in the 6 year of her age. 


Here rests the fairest bud of hope 

That e’er to fondest wish was given 

If thou would’st know its happier state 
Repent and seek the Flower in Heaven. 


May this stone sacred to those virtues that constitute Female Excellence 
perpetuate the Memory of M® Lydia Wilby the beloved Wife of M* Benjamin 
Wilby of Batley by whom she has left issue 3 sons and 4 daughters Piety, 
gratitude and affection to the best of Mothers Impell her Eldest son to erect this 
small Tribute in public Testimony of his irreparable Loss. Obiit December 
13 Anno Domini 1781 in the 58‘ Year of her age. 

The Remains of the abovesaid Benjamin Wilby lie here interred who 
departed this life on the 8 Day of February 1783 in the 63™ year of his age. 

And also the following are buried under neath and adjoining to this Tomb 
viz. Ann Hemingway the 3™ Daughter of the abovesaid Benjamin and Lydia 
Wilby who departed this life on the 23™ day of January 1792 in the 4ot" year of 
her age, M™ Alice Owen the youngest Daughter of the abovesaid Benjamin and 
Lydia Wilby who departed this Life on the 31* Day of August 1792 in the 
37 year of her age And George Heaton, Junior, of Millbridge in the Township 
of Liversedge and Parish of Birstall who married Martha the Eldest Daughter 
of the above said Benjamin and Lydia Wilby who departed this Life on the 
1g® Day of February 1799 in the 51% year of his age, Martha Wife of the above 
said George died March 2" 1805 aged 60 years. 


Here lieth the Body of Mary Wife of William Parker and Daughter of 
Jeremiah Shepley of Carlinghow yeoman who departed this Life the g'® Day of 
September Anno Dom 1740 in the 45" year of her age Here lieth the Body of 
Jeremiah Shepley of Carlinghow who died April the 5 Anno Dom 1746 in 
y® 79 year of his age. 

Here also lieth the Body of Mary Wife of y* above said Jeremiah Shepley 
who died January y® 15" Anno Dom 1743 in ye 71* year of her age. 


Here lieth the Body of Mary y® Wife of Richard Scholefield of Brownhill 
in Batley who departed this Life ye ro'* Day of January in y® 4o year of her age 
Anno Dom 1746 Here also was interred the Body of the abovesaid Richard who 
departed this Life the 21* Day of October 1778 in ye 80" year of his age. 

Remember death. 

Here also was interred Mary wife of the last named John Scholefield on the 

adjoining tomb who died the 15‘° of November 1828 aged 68 years. 


Here lieth the Body of Joshua Scholefield Junt of Brook Royd in Batley who 
departed this Life the 6 Day of June Anno Domini 1732 aged 43 years Here 
also was interred the body of Sarah the Wife of Thomas Scholefield of Howden 
Clough in Batley who departed this Life the 23" Day of March 1783 in the 
68» year of her age Here also was interred the Body of the above said Thomas 
Scholefield who departed this Life the ro Day of January 1787 in the 81" year 
of his age. 
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Here lieth the Body of Joshua Scholefield of Brook Royd in Batley yeoman 
who departed this Life ye 8th day of August Anno Dom 1732 aged 78 years 
Here also lieth the Body of Elizabeth his wife who departed this Life the 
7h Day of February Anno Domini 1734 in the 67 year of her age Here also 
lieth the Body of Thomas Son of Thomas Scholefield of Howdin Clough in 
Batley who died June y® 15" Anno Dom 1760 in y* 7" year of his age. 


Sacred to the Memory of Joshua Son of Joshua Scholefield of Carlinghow 
Hall who departed this life the 18" day of February 1779 in the 4" year of his 
age. 

. Blest lovely Boy but for a moment given 
And from this world remoy’d without a taint 
Just shewn to earth and then recalled to heaven 
The dying Child commenc’d a blooming saint 

Sacred also to the Memory of Betty the Wife of the abovesaid Joshua 
Scholefield who departed this life the 24" Day of November 1788 in the 
48" year of her age. 

Tis death that sets us free from earthly pain 

And proves that Lifes most pleasing dreams are vain 
Th’ eternal joys of Heaven it brings in Sight 

To chear the dying saints with pure delight 

Yet love, fond love, would still resist its power 

And to the last defer the parting Hour 

Wean Lord, our hearts from Earth’s delusive Toys 
And give us grace to seek sublimer Joys. 


In Memory of Joseph the Son of William Parsley of Carlinghow who died 
on the 17 Day of August 1754 in his Infancy. Also of Elizabeth the daughter 
of the abovesaid William who died on the 7 Day of May 1763 aged 4 years 
And also in Memory of Elizabeth the wife of the abovesaid William who died 
on the 3%" Day of April 1789 Aged 63 years. 


Here lieth Interred the Body of William Scholefield of Sike in Batley who 
departed this Life y® 26*'day of December in y® 71 year of his age Anno Dom 
1737 Here also lieth the Body of Sarah Scholefield Daughter of the abovesaid 
William Scholefield who died y® 278 Day of December Anno Dom 1739 in 
y® 39% year of her age, Here also lieth the body of Susannah Wife of the above 
said William Scholefield who died the 1* day of January aged 73 years Anno 
Dom 1754. 


Sacred to the Memory of Thomas Lindley of Brownhill in Batley who died 
on the 22™ day of January 1738 in the 74 year of his age. 

Also of Phebe his wife who died January 11" 1737 aged 74 years Also of 
Thomas Lindley their son who died on the 1* Day of February 1760 in the 
69th year of his age, Also of James Lindley son of the last mentioned Thomas, 
who died on the 20» of September 1790 aged 68 years 


Here was interred the Body of Elizabeth the Daughter of Thomas Hudswell 
of Clerk Green in Batley who departed this Life on the 20? day of November 
1795 in her Infancy Also of another Son of the abovesaid Thomas Hudswell 
who died in his Infancy, And also of Joseph Son of the abovesaid Thomas who 
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departed this Life on the r** Day of September 1797 in his Infancy, And also 
of another Daughter who died in her Infancy, Also in Memory of another Son 
who died November 248 1798 in his Infancy, And Likewise of another Son 
of the abovesaid Thomas Hudswell who died in his Infancy. 


Here lieth the Body of Joshua Brook of Purlwell in Batley who died 
October y* 7" Anno Dom 1757 in ye Sot" year of his age. And also the Body 
of Elizabeth his wife who died the First Day of March 1767 in the 89** year of 
her age, Adjacent also is the Body of Joseph his son who died December the 
248 Anno Dom 1759 in the 49 year of his age, And also of Ellin Wife of the 
abovesaid Joseph who died June 5** Anno Dom 1757 in the 4r* year of her age, 
And also of John Son of the abovesaid Joseph who died May 28" Anno Dom 
1759 in the 3" year of his age. 


Here was interred the Body of Timothy Brook of Upper Batley yeoman 
who departed this life the 17% Day of July 1769 in the SS8t# year of his age. 


In Memory of William the Son of Thomas Redfearn of Batley who departed 
this Life on the 24'* day of March 1794 in his Infancy, Also in Memory of 
Elizabeth the Daughter of the abovesaid Thomas Redfearn who departed this 
Life on the 8 Day of January 1797 in the 4% year of her age. And also of 
Two Daughters who died in their infancy. 


In Memory of George the Son of Thomas Hall of this Town who departed 
this life the 1 day of January 1793 in his Infancy, 


In Memory of Ann the Daughter of Martha Whitworth who died November 
25'4 1795 aged 4 years. 


In Memory of Ann the Daughter of John Walker of Havercroft who died 
July 18" 1798 aged 2 years. 


Here was Interred the Body of John the Son of Joseph Healey of Notting- 
ham and Nephew of David Healey of Havercroft who departed this life the 
11 day of January 1787 in the 25t" year of his age 

When blooming youth is snatched away 
By deaths resistless hand 

Our hearts the mournful tribute pay 
Which pity must demand 

While pity prompts the rising sigh 
O may this truth imprest 

With awful pow’r I too must die 
Sink deep in ev'ry breast 

Let this vain world engage no more 
Behold the gaping tomb 

It bids us seize the present hour 

To morrow death may come. 


Here was interred the body of John Clapham of Birstall who departed this 
Life the 3" Day of September 1769 in the 59%" year of his age 

Here also was interred the Body of Mary the Wife of the abovesaid John 
Clapham and afterwards the Wife of Joseph Popplewell of Smithies Moor in 
Batley. who departed this Life the 288 Day of February 1790 in the 71* year 
of her age. 
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Here was interred the Body of Robert Clapham of Brook Royd who died 
July 8 1783 in the 58 yr of his age And near this place was interred the Body 
of Sarah his wife who died December 28 1766 in the 28” year of her age. 


Here was interred y* Body of George Clapham of Brook Royd Yeoman who 
departed this Life the 4 Day of September in the 73™ year of his age Anno 
Dom 1756. Here also was interred the body of Elizabeth the Wife of the above- 
said George Clapham who departed this Life the 1o'* day of March 1779 in the 
89'> year of her age. 


Here lieth interred the Body of Sarah the wife of Richard Scholefield of 
Batley Hall who died December 1782 in the 73 year of her age. Also near this 
place was interred the Body of the above said Richard Scholefield who departed 
this life the 28** day of July 1784 in the 78 year of his age. 


Here lyeth interred y® Body of Elizabeth the Wife of Richard Scholefield 
of Upper Batley yeoman who departed this Life September y® 17* 1709 aged 32 
years. Here also lyeth interred y® Body of y® said Richard Scholefield who 
departed this life y* second day of December Ano Dom 1722 aged 59 years. 


In Memory of William Scholefield son of Richard Scholefield of Batley 
Hall who departed this life the 27" Day of August 1783 in the 39 year of his 
age. 

° The sweet rememberance of the just 
Shall Flurish when they sleep in dust. 


In Memory of Abraham Burnley late of this Town who died the 30% of 
August 1768 aged 41 Also of Rosemand his wife who died the 19‘ of October 
1789 aged 63. 

Here was interred the body of Mary Wife of John Butrey of Batley who 
died June the 5t 1776 in the 46t year of her age Here also was interred the 
abovesaid John Butrey he died Feby 16 1794 in the 73™ year of his age. 


Here lieth the Body of Ann wife of Thomas Hey of Batley-Carr who 
departed this life ye 26° day of September in the 65*" year of her age Anno Dom 


1752. 


In Memory of John the Son of Edward Smith, Junior, of Batley Carr who 
died June 11 1797, in his infancy. 


Here was interred the Body of John Scatcherd of Stainecliffe in Batley who 
departed this Life the 13% day of July 1776 in the 72 year of his age. 

Near this place also was interred the Body of Deborah the Wife of the 
abovesaid John Scatcherd who departed this Life the 18t* day of February 1774 
in the 67 year of her age. 


In Memory of Joseph Talbot of Havercroft who died January 24 1797 
aged 35 years. : 
Also Joseph his Son who died July 7*® 1797 in his Infancy. 
Here lieth y* Body of Sarah Daugher of John Talbot of Havercroft in 
Batley who died y® March 26t* Anno Dom 1749 in y° 2 year of her age. 
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Also Hannah his daughter died December ye 24'” 1758 in y® first year of her 
age, And George his Son died November y® 1g" 1759 in y® 11" year of his age. 
Also Sarah his Daughter who died the 11' of November 1779 in the 25t® year 
of her age Also John, Father of the above said children who departed this life 
the gt day of May 1780 in ye 73 year of his age. Also Hannah his wife died 
January 17" 1788 aged 66 years. 

Here was interred the Body of Hannah the Wife of John Smith of Batley 
Carr who departed this Life the 19'" day of July 1791 in the 29 year of her age. 
Farewell Farewell dear friends and children too 

I hope in Heaven again to meet with you. 

Also Edney their Daughter, who departed this life the 16" Day of July 

1790 in the first year of her age. 


Near this place was interred the Body of Thomas Dean of Healey who 
departed this Life the 12tt Day of October 1786 in the 62 year of his age. 
Farewell my dearest Wife and Children too 
In heav'n I hope again to meet with you 
No fruitless sorrow make for my Decease 
Jesus I trust has made with God my peace 
Life is on earth uncertain, Death is sure 
Sin gives the wound but Christ affords the cure. 


Here was interred the Body of Hannah Wife of Edward Smith, Senior, of 
Batley Carr who died the 22"*day of March 1795 in the 59 year of her age. 


Here lyeth interred the Body of Margaret y* Wife of Richard Dickinson of 
Batley who departed this life the 7" day of June Anno Dom 1722 in the 34 year 
of her age. 

Here also lies the Body of the abovesaid Richard Dickinson who departed 
this life the first day of April in the 49™ year of his age Anno Domi 1739. 


Erected by Joseph Burnley in grateful remembrance of the deceased John 
Fearnsides whose soul was called to Judgment on the 18 Day of January in 
the year of our Lord 1798 and the 88 year of his Age. 


In Memory of three Children of Joseph and Ann Colbeck of Carlinghow 
John died Nov. 29 1793, aged 8 years Elizabeth died December 16" aged 4 
years Martin died December 28"" aged 2 years. 


Here was interred the Body of James Beckett of Batley Carr yeoman who 
died the 12th of December 176g in the 30" year of his age. 

Near this place also was interred the Body of Mary Mother of the abovesaid 
James who departed this Life the 29 Day of December 1775 in the 72" year 
of her age. 


Here lieth the Body of Joshua Beckitt of Batley Car who departed this Life 
y® 14% day of February 1736 in y* 77 year of his age, Also Martha Wife of 
y® abovesaid Joshua Beckitt who died y* 12‘ day of July 1734 in y® 64' year of 
her age Also Joshua y® Son of y* abovesaid Joshua Beckitt who died y® 3" day 
of May 1744 aged 48 years. Also Joshua Son of James Beckitt who died 
y® 25% day of April in y* 2" year of his age A.D. 1739 Also here lieth the Body 
of James y® Father of ye abovesaid Joshua Beckitt who died August ye 17" 
1762: aged 59 years. 
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Here lyeth the Body of Sarah Wife of John Fozard who departed this life 
the 1gtt Day of April Anno Domi 1718 in the 26** yeare of her age. 
I desire that thou wouldst remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth. 
Here also lieth the Body of the above named John Fozard who departed 
this life the 14t* day of December Anno Domini 1733 aged 53 years. 


Under this Stone was deposited the Body of John Fozard of Batley-Car 
who departed this Life the 7 of July 1767 aged 50 years. 

Also adjoyning was Interred the Body of Mary Wife of the abovesaid John 
who departed this Life the 11 of July 1766 aged 45 years. 


Near this place was interred the Body of Elizabeth the Wife of William 
Pearson of Clark-Green in Batley who departed this Life the 6 Day of April 
1775 in the 30 year of her age. Also here was interred the Body of William 
the son of the abovesaid William and Elizabeth his Wife who departed this life 
the 13" Day of August 1787 in the 16" year of his age. 


And now the Lord has thought it best Before my ravished eyes 

To take her and her son to rest And trees of paradise 

O what hath Jesus bought for me Who taste the pleasures there 
Rivers of life-divine I see And conquering palms they bear 
I see a world of spirits bright If Lord thou count me meet 


They all are robed in spotless white 
O what are all my sufferings here 
With that inraptur’d host t’ appear 
Give Joy or grief give ease or pain 


And worship at thy feet 
Take life and friends away 
In that eternal day 

I from my grave shall rise 


But let me find them all again And see the flaming skies 

And when wak'd by the trumpets sound Because he first lov’d me 

And see the Judge with glory crowned _‘To all eternity 

So now I trust to love my God To Heaven I trust they now are gone 
And praise thee in thy bright abode To rest in their eternal home 


Also here was interred the body of the abovesaid William Pearson who 
departed this Life the 21** Day of March 1790, in the 62™¢ year of his age. 


Reader keep death and Judgement in your eye 
Live daily so as to be fit to die 

Death may surprise you ere you are aware 

Be wise and for eternity prepare 

That when this Life is ended you may rest 

In Jesus and be numbered with the blest. 


Here was interred the body of Hannah wife of William Farrar of Haver- 
croft in Batley who departed this Life the 2" Day of March 1770 in the 37 year 
of her age, Also Elizabeth daughter of the abovesaid William and Hannah who 
died in her Infancy the 23™ day of October 1769. 


Here lieth the Body of John Crooker of Stump Cross yeoman who departed 
this Life the ro Day of November in the year of our Lord 1739, in the 74" 
year of his age. 

Here also lieth the Body of John the son of Thomas Crooker of Stump 
Cross who died the 21" day of April 1766 in the 3™ year of his age. 
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Also Thomas son of the abovesaid Thomas Crooker who died the ro” of 
April 1779 in the 5"" year of his age. 

Also near this place was interred the Body of Elinor the Daughter of the 
abovesaid Thomas Crooker who departed this Life the 27 Day of March 1791 
in the 18" year of her age. 


This stone is sacred to the Memory of Martha the wife of Robert Clapham 
e Brown Hill in Batley who died the 4t* Day of July 1796 in the 47'" year of 
er age. 
Rejoice ye righteous, o'er this grave 
Christ here hath shown his Pow’r to save 
This faithful Christian when she dy’d 
Triumphant Hallelujah cry'd 
Ye who such Fruits of Faith deny 
Will shortly covet so to die. 


Also to the Memory of the abovesaid Robert Clapham of Brownhill, who 
died the 1* day of July 1829 aged 72 years. 


As a Token of sincere and conjugal affection this stone was erected to the 
Memory of Jane the Wife and John the Son of George Newsome of-Havercroft. 
He died May 7 1798 aged 4... years. She died July 5" 1800 aged 30. 


Here was interred the Body of Grace the Daughter of William Blakeley of 
Havercroft in Batley who departed this Life the 8t* day of October 1792 in her 
Infancy. 

Happy Infant early blest 

Rest in peaceful slumber rest 
Timely rescu'd from the cares 
Which increase with growing years. 


Here lieth y* Body of Hannah Daughter of John Secker of Batley who 
departed this Life February y® 28'P in y® 7" year of her age 1753. Also Martha: 
and Betty Daughters of y* above said died in their Infancy. 

Also Betty the Wife of the abovesaid John Secker who died the 17% of 
April 1775 in the 68 year of her age. 


In Memory of Mary the Daughter of Abram Illingworth of this Town who 
died October 25" 1778 aged 4 years. Also of Elizabeth who died May 21* 1787 
aged 16 years. And also of Abram who died October 28 1793 aged 9 years. 
Also of Sarah, Martha, Hannah, William and Susannah who died in their 
Infancy. Likewise of Frances Daughter of the abovesaid Abram who died 
April 21"* 1795 in her Infancy. 


In Memory of William Walker of Havercroft who died March 5% 1792 
aged 35 years. y 


Sacred to the Memory of Abram Ibberson, yeoman, of Batley, who died 
April 4 1848 aged 80 years. 


Mary the Wife of David Noble departed January 28'? 1694. 
Christ is risen from the dead. 1 Cor., 15—20. 
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Here lieth y¢ Body of Charles Wade of This Town Yeoman who departed 
this Life y® 26 Day of October 1749, in ye 58 Year of his Age, Also James y® 
son of John Wade of this Town who died in his Infancy. 


Here was interred the Body of William Knowles of Batley who departed 
this Life October the 21% 1782 in the 69" year of his age. 

Near this place also was interred the Body of Thomas the Son of Thomas 
Knowles of Batley who departed this Life July the 2™° 1785 in the 4% year of 
his age. 

In Memory of Joshua Dickinson of Havercroft who died the 2™ of Septem- 
ber 1722 aged 59 years, Also of Daniel his son who died the 16" of May 1722 
aged 21 yrs, Also of Samuel his son who died the 13 of March 1723 aged 26 
years, Also of Benjamin his son who died the 11‘? of January 1755 aged 43 
years, Also of Mary Wife of Thomas Thompson of Birstall Church and 
Daughter of the abovesaid Benjamin Dickinson who died the 28 of July 1778 
aged 43 years. Near the South East Door lie the Remains of Rebekah the 
Wife of the abovesaid Benjamin Dickinson, who died the 27'? of September 
1786 aged 8o years. 


In Memory of John Hepworth of Healey Mason who died the 2" of May 
1799 Aged 46 years 
He Sought a city fair and high 
Built by the eternal hands ; 
And faith assures us though we die 
That heav’nly building stands. 


Here was interred the Body of Susanna the Wife of William Firth of 
Havercroft in Batley who departed this Life the 10‘ day of April 1781 in the 
59'" year of her age Also here was interred the body of the abovesaid William 
Firth of Havercroft in Batley who departed this Life the 8° Day of March 1795 
in the 83" year of his age. 


Here was interred the Body of Sarah the Wife of John Turner of Batley 
who died December 9'" 1793 in the 68 year of her age. 


Near this place was interred the Bodies of two Children of David Blakeley 
of Batley, William died September 26 1771, aged 1 year Eleaner died Sep- 
tember 3" 1778 aged 6 years. 


Here was interred the Body of Robert Fourness who departed this Life 
April 11 A.D. 1795 in the 73" year of his age. 


Here was interred the Body of Mr. Robert Chadwick of Ashleyhay in 
Wirkesworth Derbyshire who departed this Life the 31°* Day of January 1765 in 
the 64'b year of his age. 

Here also was interred the Body of Brian Wormald son of Joshua Wormald 
of Brook Royd in Batley who departed this Life the 26 of March 1784 in the 
594 year of his age. 

Here also was interred under this stone Mary Wormald Daughter of the 
abovesaid Brian Wormald who departed this Life the 6" Day of March 1791 in 
the 16" year of her age. 
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The shorter was my Time on Earth 
The longer is my rest 
God often takes those soonest hence 
With whom he’s pleased best 
Also Mary Daughter of John Battye of Heckmondwike who died the 5‘ 
Day of August 1792 aged Eleven weeks. 


Here lieth the Body of Rebekah Wife of Joshua Porritt of Batley who 
departed this life the 14** day of July 1773 in the 2gt* year of her age. 
Sleep on blest Creature in thy Urn 
Our Sighs and Tears will not awake thee 
We must but stay until our turn 
And soon shall overtake thee. 

Near this place also was interred the Body of Elizabeth Daughter of the 
abovesaid Joshua who departed this Life the 22" Day of June 1775 in the 4*4 year 
of her age. 

Also here was interred the Body of the abovesaid Joshua Porritt who 
departed this Life on the 1* day of January 1786 in the 47th year of his age. 

And also here was interred the Body of Martha Daughter of the abovesaid 
Joshua who departed this Life on the 16» Day of May 1786 in the 2™ year of 
her age. 


In Memory of Mary the Daughter of Joseph and Ann Clarkson of this 
Town who died February 3™ 1794 in the 3" year of her age. 

Also of Martha their Daughter who died April 26 1795 in the 1° year of 
her age. 


In Memory of Sarah Daughter of John Hardcastle and Jane his Wife of 
Purlwell in Batley who departed this Life on the 28"? Day of March 1786 in the 
6 year of her age and Likewise of William the son of the abovesaid John 
Hardcastle and Jane who departed this Life on the 17** Day of February 1795 
in the 2ot year of his age. 


Near this place was interred the Bodies of Four children of Joseph and 
Elizabeth Pyrah of Purlwell in Batley, John died on the 30 of May 1778 in his 
Infancy, Hannah died on the 21* Day of June 1794 in the 2™ year of her age, 
Joseph died on the 27'® Day of March 1799, in the 20" year of his age Maria 
died on the 21* Day of June 1799 in her Infancy. 


Here lie interred the remains of William Parker of Wakefield who died on 
the 21% Day of May 1785 aged 41 years. 

And of Bridget his wife who died on the 2™‘ Day of October 1793 aged 
51 years. 


Beneath this stone lie the remains of Mary the Daughter of John Wade of 
Gildersome Street who departed this life the 14th Day of November 1800 in the 
24 year of her age. 

Also of Betty the second Wife of the abovesaid John Wade of Gildersome 
Street who departed this Life on the 28° Day of November 1800 in the 45" Year 
of her age. 
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Awhile in flesh disjoined 
Our friends that went before 
We soon in Paradise shall find 
And meet to part no more 
In yon thrice happy seat 
Waiting for us they are 
And thou shalt there a husband meet 
And I a parent there. 


In Memory of Mary the Wife of John Wade of Gildersome Street who 
departed this Life on the 19" Day of May 1796 in the 59" year of her age. 
Yes the Christian’s course is run 
Ended is the glorious strife 
Fought the fight the work is done 
Death is swallow'd up of life 
Borne by Angels on their wings 
Far from earth the spirit flies 
Finds her God and sits and sings 
Triumphing in paradise. 


Here lieth the Body of Thomas son of Christopher Smalley late of Leedes 
who departed this Life the 5t" of October 1756 aged 2 years. 

Here also lieth the Body of Ester the Daughter of William Dixon late of 
Stumpcross who departed this Life the 15 Day of September 1758 aged 19 
years, Also Hannah Wife to the abovesaid Christopher Smalley who died Sep- 
tember the 14 1767 aged 42 years Also Christoher Smalley his son who died 
February the 1o'* 1773 aged 16 years Here also the Body of Mary Wife to the 
abovesaid William Dixon who departed this Life the 12‘ Day of August 1773 
in the 76‘ year of her age 


Here lieth the Body of Benjamin Asquith late of Stumpcross who departed 
this Life the 24 Day of February 1773 in the 70 year of his age. 
Death little warning to me gave 
But soon did call me to my grave 
Farewell my dear wife and Children 
I hope in Heaven to meet again 
Pray cease from Tears here must I die 
Till Christ appeareth by and by. 


Here was interred the Body of Joseph Beamont of Gildersome who 
departed this Life the 28" Day of January 1784 aged 55 years. 
Behold I have refined thee but not with silver 
I have chosen thee in Furnace of affliction. 
Also here was interred the Body of Hannah wife of the abovesaid Joseph 


Beamont who departed this life on the 20t* Day of December 1795 Aged 72 
years. 


_ Here was interred the Body of Isaac Gilpin of Gildersome who departed 
this life the 28'* Day of May 1775 in the 22™ year of his age. 
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Here lieth the Body of John Gilpin late of Gildersome who departed this 
Life the 20 Day of November 1763 Aged 43 years. 
Also here was interred the Body of Susannah the wife of the abovesaid John 
re ae who departed this Life the 11 Day of January 1791 in the 63" year of 
er age. 


Margaret Gilpin died the 19‘ of April 1777 aged 34. 


Here was interred the Body of Betty wife of Joseph Sowden of Gildersome 
who departed this life the 21 of February 1782 aged 54 years. 

And though after my skin worms destroy this Body yet in my flesh shall I 
see God Whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold and not another. 


Here lieth the Body of Lydia Sheard wife of John Sheard of Morley who 
departed this Life the 5‘ Day of March 1782 Aged 67 years. 


Here lieth the Body of Hannah Wife of Joseph Atkinson of Gildersome 
who died the 14" Day of December 1755 aged 35 years. 

Also Joshua and Mary who died in their Infancy Also Samuel his son who 
departed this life the 14" Day of December 1765 aged 19 years. 

Is there no balm in Gilead is there no physician there why then is not the 
health of the daughter of my people recovered. 

Here also was interred the body of the abovesaid Joseph Atkinson who 
departed this Life the r1'* Day of April 1781 in the 67% year of his age. 


Here lieth the body of John Plows of Gildersome who departed this Life the 
amt Day of June in the 62 year of his age 1767. 
Take pity for thy promise sake, have mercy Lord on me 
Because my soul doth her betake unto the help of thee. 


Here lieth the Body of Isaac Horn of Morley who departed this Life the 
19 Day of November 1755 in the 68 year of his age. 


Here lieth interred the Body of Samuel Croft Son of Abraham Croft of 
Gildersome who departed this Life on the 3"! Day of February A.D. 1792 in the 
28h year of his age. 

Also Mary the Daughter of the abovesaid Sam! Croft who departed this Life 
the 27" of May 1793; in the 2™ year of her age. 


In Memory of Ann, Wife of Samuel Westerman of Gildersome Street who 
departed this Life the 30'" of May 1794 aged 59 years. 


Here lyeth interred the Body of William Hardcastle late of Liversedg 
Lodge he departed this Life the 22’ Day of November in y® 52 year of his age 
Anno Domini 1719. 
: Thou art now So once was I 
Reader repent for you must die. 
Here also lieth the Body of James Stanhope of Morley who departed this 
Life the 1* Day of September 1769 in the 51" year of his age. 


Here lieth y® Body of David son of Eli Rouse of this Town who departed 
this Life October y* 25** 1759, aged Fourteen months 2 weeks. 
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Here lies interred the Bodies of Sarah and Jane Daughters of Eli Rouse of 
Heckmondwike, Sarah died August 30° 1791 aged 29 years, Jane died August 
tot 1797 aged 24 years. 


In Memory of John the Son of John Bywater of Stumpcross in this Parish 
who departed this Life on the 14t* Day of July 1778 in the 7 year of his Age, 
Also of Thomas his son who departed this Life on the 278 day of December 
1778 in the 4th year of his age, And also of the abovesaid John Bywater who 
departed this Life on the 27 Day of June 1795 in the 57‘ year of his age. 


Here lieth the Body of Richard Gaunt of Gildersome who departed this 
Life on the 24" Day of April 1784 in the 84 year of his age. 


Here was interred the Body of Alice wife to Mr. John Smith of Gildersome 
gentleman who departed this Life the 17** Day of December in the 87‘ year of 
her age annog Domini 1727. 

Adjacent lies the Body of Hannah Daughter of Nehemiah Wood of Gilder- 
some who died November the 24") 1751 in the 58 year of her age. 


Here lieth interred the Body of Samuel Greathead of Gildersome who Died 
y* gt Day of July 1721 in the 77" year of his age. 

Here is also interred the Body of Susannah Greathead of Gildersome who 
departed this Life the 21% Day of October 1741 and in the 89'" year of her age. 


Here was interred the Body of Enoch son of James Halstead late of Morley 
who died the 14" Day of February 1752 aged 8 years. 
Here also lieth the Body of the abovesaid James Halstead who died the 
6th Day of November 1765 in the 7ot year of his age. 
Also the Body of John his Son who died the 3™ Day of April 1767 aged 
34 years. 
Also the Body of Obadiah his son who died the 1** Day of September 1768 
aged 19 years. 
I will behold my God in blood expire 
This shall my heart with holy thoughts inspire. 
Here lieth the remains of Aleis Wife of James Holstead late of Morley 
who departed this Life the 3 Day of July 1786 in the 74 year of her age. 


Here was interred the Body of Samuell Crowther of Gildersome who 
departed this Life the 6 Day of October in the 808 year of his age Annoq 
Domi 1724. 

Also adjacent lyes Mary his Wife and four children Thomas, and Mary, 
Samuell and Martha. 

God hath them called his praises for to sing 

God hath them called to joys everlasting 

Shall we not be contented with this thing 

Which is the pleasure of God our Heavenly King 
When soul and Body reunited are 

Then perfect happiness will to them appear. 


Here was interred the Body of Mary the Wife of Edmund Ward of Gilder- 
some who departed this Life the 13** Day of March 1781 in the 54 year of her age. 
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Here was interred the bodies of two Children of William Eyres of Upper 
Wortley in the parish of Leeds, John and Mary, John died April 29'" 1784 in the 
1* year of his age, and Mary died December 31 1788 in the 2" year of her age. 
Also here was Interred the Body of Maryann the Daughter of the abovesaid 
wy aiee Eyres who departed this Life on the 8? Day of December 1797 aged 3 
months. 


In Memory of John Whitley of Howley in this Parish who departed this 
Life on the 19 Day of May 1796 in the 50‘ year of his age, Also near this 
place on the South side of the Church was interred the Body of Mary the Wife 
of the abovesaid John Whitley and Daughter of George Hodgson of Schole- 
croft who departed this Life on the 1"* Day of March 1783 in the 36 year of her 
age Adjoining the last place were interred the Bodies of Six Children of the 
aforesaid John Whitley, by Mary his Wife, Also on the North side of this Tomb 
lie the remains of George Whitley son of the aforesaid John and Mary, who died 
the 3" day of September 1799 in the 21* year of his age. 


In Memory of John Eyres of Adwalton departed this Life the 17!" Day of 
January 1792 in the 64* year of his age. 
‘Tis finished 'tis done the spirit is fled 
The pris'ner is gone the Christian is dead 
The Christian is living through Jesus’s love 
And gladly receiving a kingdom above. 


Here lyeth y* Body of John Middlebrooke who lived near Stump Cross he 
departed this Life y* rot Day of January An°® Do" 1716 aged 46. Also Francis 
his son dyed April y® 78 1711 in y® 7™ year of his age. 

Here also was interred the Body of George Middlebrooke of Gildersome 
Street who departed this Life the 5 day of February 1788 in the 68 year of 
his age. 


Here lies the Body of Margaret Daughter of Ely and Susannah Cordingly 
of Gildershame aged 6 weeks Anno 1745. Also Mary, Benjamin, and John, 
Infants, Also the Body of Ely their Son aged 6 years Anno 1760, 

And is he gone to his eternal rest 
So suddenly receiv’d amongst the Blest. 

Here also was interred the Body of the abovesaid Eli Cordingly who 
departed this Life the 6'* Day of November 1781 in the 61* year of his age. 

Here also was interred the Body of Susannah the Wife of the abovesaid Eli 
who departed this Life the 29 Day of March 1788 in the 68* year of her age. 

Thy mercy O Lord is in the heavens, and thy faithfulmess reacheth unto 
the clouds. 


Here lieth interred the Body of Matthew Gomersall the Son of John 
Gomersall of Gildersome who departed this life the 5** Day of June A.D. 1794 
aged 33 years. 

Farewell my dearest Wife and Children too 

In heaven I hope again to meet with you 

No fruitless Sorrow make for my Decease 
Jesus I trust has made with God my peace 

Life is on Earth uncertain, Death is sure 

Sin gives the Wound But Christ affords ye cure. 
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This stone is sacred to the Memory of John Son of Matthew Gomersall of 
Gildersome who died February 19'* 1774 aged 1 year Also of the abovesaid 
Matthew Gomersall who died February 19'" 1778 aged 37 years And of Richard 
Son of the abovesaid Matthew who died February 20 1779 aged 1 year, And 
Sarah Daughter of the said Matthew who died February 23" 1779 aged 5 years. 


Here lieth the Body of William Son of Thomas Savidge of Gildersome 
who departed this Life the 282 Day of September in the year of our Lord 1740 
and in the 5" year of his age. 


Here lieth interred the Body of William Appleby of Gildersome who 
departed this Life the 8tt Day of October 1733 in the 58 year of his age. 

Here also lieth the body of John Son of the abovesaid William Appleby of 
Gildersome who died July the 24tt Anno Dom 1757 in the 47" year of his age, 
Also Sarah Daughter of the abovesaid John who died October the 30"? 1737 in 
y® 4 year of her age. 


Here lieth interred the Body of John Walsh of Gildersham who died the 
142 Day of Aprill 1733 in the 55'" year of his age, Also here lieth the body of 
Mary his Wife who died the 7'* day of May 1764 in the 78* year of her age. 

Here also lieth the Body of John Walsh of Gildersome yeoman son of the 
abovesaid John and Mary Walsh who departed this Life the 16 Day of February 
1784 Aged 68 years. 

Also here lieth interred the Body of Samuel Walsh of Gildersome yeoman 
son of the abovesaid John and Mary, who departed this life on the 3" day of 
January 1795 aged 73 years. 


Here was interred the Body of Elizabeth Wife of Robert Newton of 
Gildersome who departed this Life the 23% Day of November 1771 in the 34% 
year of her age. 

Watch therefore for the coming of your Lord 
Get ready him to meet with good accord 

The time's uncertain when he will appear 
That we shou'd wait with reverence and fear 
Oft times he comes when we are not aware 
Let us be thoughtful timely to prepare 

That whensoever we shall hear his voice 

We may with all our noblest powers rejoice. 

Here also was interred the Body of the abovesaid Robert who departed this 
Life the 7" Day of September 1779 in the 53" year of his age I waited for thy 
salvation O Lord. 


Here lyeth interred y* Body of Joseph Appleby of Gildersome who departed 
this Life ye 7 day of August Anno Dom 1740 in yé 45*" year of his age, Also 
John his son who died July y® 15t* 1727 in ye 1* year of his age. 


Here lyeth the Body of Ann Dawghter of Isaac Reyner of Gildersome who 
departed this Life the g'" Day of October A’ Dom 1700. 

Here also lyeth Martha Wife of John Reyner of Gildersome who died 
January 23" 1787 aged 76 years. 

Here also was interred the Body of John Reyner of Gildersome yeoman who 
departed this Life Feby the 1o'” 1770 in the 62 year of his age. 
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Here lyeth the Body of Isaac Reyner of Gildersome who departed this Life 
the 11‘ Day of Nouember A*® Dom 1700. Sacred to the Memory of Isaac Reyner 
of Gildersome who departed this Life on the 16 of July 1814 aged 77 years, 

Here also lyeth the Body of Mary his Daughter who departed this Life the 
tot» Day of November An» Dom. 1700. 


Rebeckah Daughter of Joshua Middlebrooke died November 8 1777, aged 
5 years. 


Here lyeth the Body of Nicholas Morris who departed this Life the 22% 
Day of Avgvst in y® yeare of our Lord God 1700 aged 54. Also John the eldest 
son of Nicholas died May the 1 1754 aged 70 years. Also in Memory of Betty 
his Wife died July the 22" 1778 aged 77 years. 


Here was interred the Body of Samuel Asquith of Bruncliffe who departed 
this life the 2? day of May 1764 in y® 56t year of his age. 

Also Mary his Wife who departed this Life the 7!" Day of July 1781 in 
the 64" year of her age. 


Here was interred the Body of Rebekah the Wife of John Wade of 
Carlinghow Mill in Batley who departed this Life the 15*" Day of June 1776 in 
the 37t8 year of her age, Also Samuel son of the abovesaid John and Rebekah 
who departed this Life the 11° Day of June 1778 in the 2” year of his age, 
Also two of their Children who died in their Infancy. 


Near this place was interred the Body of William Brooke of Howdin Clough 
in Batley yeoman who died the 28" of October 1743 in the 17" year of his age 
Also the Body of Mary his Wife who died the 18" of April 1765 in the . . . year 
of her age. And alsothe Body of Ann Daughter of the abovesaid William and 
Mary who died the 3" of January 1754 in the 31* year of her age, And here was 
interred the Body of Joseph son of the abovesaid William and Mary who died 
the 8 of February 1770 in the 3™ year of his age. 

And also Joshua Son of the abovesaid William who departed this Life the 
27th Day of September 1785 aged 45 years, And likewise of Mary daughter of 
the abovesaid William who departed this Life the 26‘ Day of August 1786 aged 


53 years. 


Tablets in ChurcB. 


In Memory of Andrew Cassels M.A. Cantab Born at Lancaster 12" March 
1806 Died at Edinburgh 12‘? August 1874 Incumbent of Morley 8 years, Vicar 


of Batley 35 years. : 
God be merciful to me a Sinner. 


Sacred to the Memory of the Rev’ Thomas Wilby M.A. St. John's Coll. 
Cambridge, He was born at Carlinghow the 15"? Day of March 1756 and Died 
at Bollam House near Retford the 24tt Day of March 1832, Also of Lydia, his 
Wife who died at Birkenhead the 24 day of September 1846 aged 89 years 
Also of Thos. Wilby, Nephew of the above, He was born at Carlinghow the 
7th Day of June 1788 and Died the 6 Day of December 1863. 


In Memory of Joseph Beaumont of Beverley in the East Riding of the 
County of York: who died April 24 1822 in the 81 year of his age. 
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Also, Sarah Beaumont Relict of the above who died January 24'* 1827 in 
the 77'® year of her age Their remains were interred within the cemetery of 


this Church. ‘‘ Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.” 


Adjacent lieth the Body of Thomas Thompson of Woodhouscham otherwise 
Staincliffe, Esqr Who died June y* 3" 1743 in the 74‘ year of his age He had 
issue by Sarah his Wife three sons and four daughters, John, Mary, Elizabeth, 
Sarah, Thomas, Francis, Rebeckah, John his Eldest Son M.A. and Fellow of 
Peter House Cambr died June y* 25° 1743 in y* 28 year of his age Likewise 
Francis his youngest Son died May y* 13 1743 in y* 21* year of his age. Near 
this Place also was interred the Body of Sarah Wife of the abovesaid Thos. 
Thompson who died y* 18 of January 1762 in the 7.. year of her age, Also 
Mary his eldest daughter and Wife of Mr. George Gibson who died November 
8th 1754 aged 39 years. Also Rebekah his youngest daughter and Wife of 
Mr. John Wormald who died September 11" 1765 aged 38 years, Also Elizabeth 
Thompson his second daughter who died May 21" 1780 aged 64 years, Also 
Sarah Thompson his third Daughter, who died January gt" 1799 aged 8o years. 

Sacred to the Memory of Thos. Thompson Esq of Staincliffe Hall who 
died the 11" day of May 1769 in the 49‘ year of his age, Mary his Wife died 
the 2™ day of January 1788 in the 61* year of her age, John his second son died 
the 6" day of March 1774 in the 21 year of his age, Francis his third Son died 
abroad 1780 in the 26% year of his age, Mary his youngest daughter and Wife 
of John Greenwood Esq= of Dewsbury Mills died June 5" 1798 in the 35 year 
of her age, Thomas Thompson Esq. his eldest son died at Staincliffe the 
15** Day of July 1817 in the 66° year of his age. 

Seruis vel citius, sedem properamus in unam. 

Abraham Thompson of Millbridge Esq. died April 14° 1822 aged 65 years. 
He was Brother and Heir of Thomas Thompson Esq” the Fourth of that name 
of Staincliffe Hall in this Parish. 

Quatis erat hiis suprema indicabit. 

Sacred to the Memory of Joseph Jubb Esq* of Batley Born July 2™ 1784 
Died January 24% 1867. Asa prominent and useful citizen in the various rela- 
tions of society He was greatly respected and esteemed in Life and deeply 
regretted in Death. This Tablet is erected by his family as a Tribute of devoted 
affection. 

Adjacent lieth interred the Body of Jeremiah Scott of Stumpcross he died 
the 3" day of April 1755 aged 61 years. Also the body of Mary his wife she 
died y* 21" day of May 1757 aged 77 years. 

This marble perpetuates the Memory of John Taylor of Purlwell Hall 
Esquire who departed this life August 15** 1769 in his 73™ year, and was interred 
in the adjacent aisle. Also sacred to the Memory of his eldest son John Taylor 
of Purlwell Hall Esquire who departed this life October 30 1808 in his 78 year 
and was interred in his own pew. Also to the Memory of Mary the wife of the 
last named John Taylor who died January 29" 1829 in her 86» year and was 
interred by the side of her husband. Elizabeth Foxcroft Taylor their youngest 
daughter died at York February 7th 1864 aged 83 years. 

In Memory of Thos. Crowther Esq' of Wakefield who died Dec. 22 A.D. 
1810 tat 80. Also of Hannah his Wife who departed this Life on the 14 day 
of June 1807 aged 79 years. 
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Parish Registers. 


pr registers were not anywhere established before the 
latter half of the 15th century. Before that date registers 
had been kept in every religious house, in which was entered 
the death of the monks, also a transcript of all deeds and 
charters, and the names of all benefactors for the rest of whose 
souls it was the duty of the brethren to pray and offer the holy 
sacrifice on their respective anniversaries. 


In England, parish registers were introduced in the reign 
of Henry VIII., when a royal injunction was published by 
Cromwell, the Vicar-General, on September 29, 1538, to the 
effect that : 

‘The curate of every parish church shall keep one book or register, 
which book he shall every Sunday take forth, and in the presence of 
the churchwardens, or one of them, write and record in the same all 
the weddings, christ’nings, and burials made the whole week before ; 
and for every time that the same shall be omitted, shall forfeit to the 


Taeg set0 


In ae with this injunction registration was at 
once established, and no less than 812 registers are in existence 
commencing in 1538. 


By the 7oth Canon (1603) the vicar and churchwardens 
were required to provide one parchment book, and to write 
therein every christening, wedding, and burial which have been 
in that parish since the law was first made, so far as the ancient 
books thereof can be procured, but especially since the beginning 
of the reign of the late queen (Elizabeth). And for the safe 
custody of the registers they were to provide, at the charge of 
the parish, a strong coffer, with three locks and keys: one for 
the minister and one for each of the two churchwardens, so 
that all three must be present to obtain the book from the 
coffer; and on the completion of each page the minister and 
churchwardens were to subscribe their names. The 7oth 
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Canon has never been repealed, and the registers were kept by 
the clergy under its authority until the passing of Rose’s Act in 
1812. The Batley parish registers are transcripts made in 
pursuance of the Qucen’s injunction issued in 1597, and 
embodied in the 7oth Canon of 1603. The registers in Batley 
Church commence with the reign of Elizabeth. 


It appears from a memorandum in the registers that the 
old books for thirty-seven years of Elizabeth’s reign, fourteen 
years of James I., nineteen years of Charles I., thirty-one years 
of Charles II., and one year of James II., were found and 
transcribed, and from that date (1685), with the exception of 
the year 1700, the registers are complete. 


By an Act passed on the 24th August, 1653, by the 
‘Praise God Barebones Parliament,” the clergy were required 
to give up their register books to laymen who were to be called 
“parish registers.” They were to receive a fee of 12d. for 
the publication and entry of every marriage, and 4d. for the 
entry of each birth and burial. It was further enacted that on 
and after the 29th September, 1654, no marriage was to be 
celebrated in England without the register’s certificate that he 
had published the banns on three “successive Lord’s Days at 
the close of the morning exercise in the public meeting place, 
commonly called the church or chapel, or in the nearest market- 
place on three successive market days.” On presenting this 
certificate to the nearest justice of the peace, the man 
mentioned therein, taking the woman by the hand, pronounced 
the following words : 


I (A.B) do here in the presence of God, the searcher of all hearts, 
take thee (C.D.) for my wedded wife, and do also in the presence of 
God and before these witnesses, promise to be unto thee a loving and 


faithful husband. 


Then the woman, taking the man by the hand, pronounced 
these words: 
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I (C.D.) do here in the presence of God, the searcher of all hearts, 
take thee (A.B.) for my wedded husband, and do also in the presence 
of God and before these witnesses promise to be unto thee a loving, 
faithful, and obedient wife. 


Whereupon the justice declared them man and wife, and no 
other marriage was to be valid within the Commonwealth. 


Notwithstanding the form of the marriage ceremony 
inserted in the Directory of Public Worship, issued by the 
Commonwealth, which the clergy were required to use under 
a penalty of £5, and the declaration of the Act of 1653 that 
only marriages by a justice of the peace were valid, the people 
clung to the ancient service of the Church of England; and 
the vicar of Maid’s Moreton, Bucks., by an entry in his register 
at that period, declares, none in his parish “were bedded before 
they were solemnly wedded in the church, and that accordingly 
to the orders of the Church of England.” Stephen Marshall, 
the preacher, who had a chief hand in compiling the Directory, 
made use of the Prayer Book in marrying his own daughter, 
and paid to the churchwardens the fine of £5 which he had 


incurred. 


The civil registers were most of them lost, and from the 
small number of entries in the Batley registers, between the 
years 1653 and 1660, when the old order of things was restored, 
and the absence of any reference to the justices, leads me to 
believe they were not delivered to Mr. Audsley on his return 
to the living in 1660. 


In 1666 an Act of Parliament was passed for burying the 
dead in woollen. It was enacted for the encouragement of the 
woollen trade, and against the importation of linen, in which 
the corpse was usually wrapped, and so strict was it that 
nothing was allowed to be used unless it was made of wool, 
the terms of the Act being that after March 25, 1667, no 
person should be “buried in any shirt, shift, or sheete other 
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than should be made of wooll only.” Oliver Heywood in his 
Diary says that at Birstall Church, on Sunday afternoon, August 
25, 1678, after prayers, the Act for burying in woollen was 
read, which he adds “is severely observed, and many persons 
are brought into abundance of trouble about it, *tis 5° for- 
feiture.” The Act was so repugnant to the feelings of the 
people that it was generally disobeyed, and in 1678 a more 
stringent Act (30 Chas. II., c. 3) was passed, which obliged 
the clergy to make an entry in the register that an affidavit had 
been brought to them eight days after the funeral, that the law 
had been complied with. By the kind permission of the Rev. 
B. Wright, Rector of Darlaston, I copied the following affidavit 
from his parish register : 


Margaret Corfield of y* pish of Darlaston and county of Stafford 
maketh oath y* the corps of Humphrey Lingard of y* pish and county 
aforesaid Lately deceased was not buried in any thing but what was 
made of Sheeps wooll only according to an Act of Parl™* in y* case 
made & pvided. Dated this 25 day of Feb’ Anno Dmi 1708. 


Sealed and subscribed by 
us who were psent & 
witnesses to y* 

swearing of y* above | 
s" affidavit 


- Jurat coram me 


Petro Edwards 
Curat de Darlaston 
Henry Foster 


On the 2nd October, 1678, the Rev. Josias Broadhead, 
Vicar of Batley, entered in the parish register the words 
“Here beginneth burying in woollen,” and on the same day 
was interred “ Joseph Scott.” This is the only reference to the 
woollen enactment in the registers, and from it I gather that 
the Act of 1666 had never been enforced in Batley, the entries 
required to be made in the registers had never been made, and 
the affidavits, if any were delivered, are all lost. 
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Odious! in woollen, ‘twould a saint provoke, 

Were the last words that poor Narcissa spoke ; 

No, Jet a charming chintz and Brussels lace 

Wrap my cold limbs and shade my lifeless face. 
Pore. 


The Acts for Burying in Woollen were finally repealed by 
the 54 Geo. III., c. 108. 


Extracts from Be Gatley Parish Registers. 


The first entry is 
1559. April 4. Henry Son of W™ Ellis baptised the fourth day of 


April. 

1560. Jan’ 18. Maude Daughter of Robert Eland Esq" baptised 
Jan* 18. 

1560. Aug*1r1. Richard Son of Peter Myrfeld gentleman bap" 
Aug’ 11 


1560. Aug’ rr. W"™ Jackson & Agnes Dighton mar® Aug* 11. 
1560. June 11. Gartrude dau. of Alvery Copley Esq’ bur* June rr. 
1561. Nov. 7. Robert Son of Alverey Copley Esq" bap* Nov. 7. 
1562. Augt ig. Grace dau. of Robert Eland Esq. bap. Aug. 19. 
1564. June 17. Elizabeth Foxcroft was buried June 17. 

1565. Dec. 8, M®™ Jane Nevile bur* 8 Dec, 


I believe her maiden name was Danby; she married Thos. 
Nevile of Masham, a younger son of the house of Raby; their 
daughter Agnes married Robert Eland of Carlinghow, Esq., 
J.P., and after her husband’s death she came to reside with her 
son-in-law, where she died. Her will was proved 3 Sept., 
1579: in it are bequests to Sir Xofer Danbye, Knt., and 
Lady Danbye “his bedfellow,” Sir Thomas Danbye, Knt., and 
“my lady his wife,” Mr. Xofer Danbie, Mr. Marmaduke 
Danbie, her son-in-law Robert Eland, her grandchildren Eliza- 
beth, John, and Jane Eland; she desires her body to be buried 
in the “ hyhe queare at Batley,” and appoints Robert Eland sole 
executor, and her brother-in-law Henry Batte supervisor. 
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1566. May 1. Thos. Eland bap* May 1. 
1567. Dec. 2. M"™ Johan Copley bap* Dec 2. 
1569. Apr. 10, Robert Eland bur* April to. 


Father of Robert Eland, who married Agnes, daughter 
of Thomas and Jane Nevile. 


1574. Nov'22. Edward Savile & Catherine Copley mar* Nov, 22. 

1578. Feb’ 2. John Dighton bap’ Feb. 2. 

1578. Feb’ 7. John son of Robert Deighton bur* Feb. 7. 

1583. Feb’ 5. Martin Sheard and Jane Wilbore was married the 5 
Feb’ 1583. 


Thomas Sheard of Ovenden, in the parish of Halifax, 
“wolman,” died in 1565, and his will was proved on the 7th 
Nov., in the same year. He left four sons, Michael, Martin, 
Matthew, and Luke, and one daughter, Sibel. Matthew was 
married on the 10th of August, 1585, to Margaret Stanton, at 
Batley; there is no further reference to him in the register; I 
believe he settled at Mirfield, and was the first of the name 
residing there. Martin was the first of the name to settle in 
Batley (and the author is a direct descendant). His wife, Jane 
Wilbore, was the widow of William Wilbore of Healey, who 
died in 1582, and was interred in Batley Church, leaving no 
issue. He bequeathed his property, which was considerable, 
to his wife Jane during her widowhood, and after her marriage 
or death to John, the second son of his brother Edmund 
Wilbore. Edmund’s wife was a Foxcroft, which family ulti- 
mately acquired most of the Wilbore property. The Wilbores, 
for several generations previous to William, were not only 
resident but owners of property in Batley; the family has been 
extinct in Batley for a long period. The maiden name of Jane 
Wilbore (the wife of Martin Sheard) was Breare, she was a 
native of Gomersall. 


1584. Feb’ 6. Johan Copley, wife of Thomas Copley, buried 
Feb? 6. 


One Thomas Copley was Vicar of Batley at this time. 
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1585. June 2. Sir Robert Savile of Howley was buried June 2. 

1586. May 8. Michael Sheard bap* 8 May. 

1587. Jan’ 8. Robert Sandwith and Grace Eland marr* 8 Jan’. 

1589. Jan’ 21. Joseph Pennington and Dame Isabel Savile marr* 
Jan? 21. 

Dame Isabel Savile was the widow of Sir Robert Savile, 
and daughter of Alvery Copley, Esq., of Batley Hall. She was 
the second wife of Sir Robert, and had by him one daughter, 
Grace, mentioned in her grandfather Copley’s will. 


1592. Ap’ 23. W™ Copley second son of Edward Copley Esq' 
born April 23 and baptised the last day of April. 

1605. The Honoured Son and Heir of Sir John Savile, 
Knight, and Ellingor Oglethorpe was mar" July 18. 

1608. May 10. A child of Sir John Savile bur* May to. 

1615. Dec. 4. Marmaduke Eland Esq. was buried Dec. 4. 

1618. Oct. 22. John Son of Alverey Copley Esq" bap‘ Oct. 22. 

1622. Nov’ 7. Edward Son of Alverey Copley Esq" bap’ Nov’ 7. 

1623. Dec. 22. Savile Son of Alverey Copley Esq" bap* Dec. 22. 

1625. Nov'25. Ml? William Eland bur* Nov. 25. 


William Eland, of Carlinghow Hall, was the last of 
the Elands at the hall. The family appear to have been 
unfortunate; he sold the Carlinghow Estate to Alvery Copley, 
Esq., and after his death his sons left the district, and the hall 
was occupied by the widow of John Copley, Esq., sister of Sir 
George Cooke, Bart.; afterwards by Henry Cooke, Esq., who 
succeeded his brother, Sir George, as 2nd baronet; and after- 
wards by the Fourness family. A small portion of the old hall, 
which was erected about the year 1500, by Robert Eland, the 
husband of Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William Mirfield, of 
Howley, or his brother Thomas, who succeeded him, is still 
standing. The Elands resided at Carlinghow about 250 years, 
Thomas Eland being in possession of the Manors of Carlinghow 
and Brighouse in 1363. 


1630. Sep. 14. The Hon” John Lord Savile bur* Sep. 14. 
1635. May 18. M* W™ Copley bur* May the 18™. 


to 
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1638. Jan’ 13. M* John Copley was buried Jany. 13. 
1643. Aug*tg. John Copley Esq. buried the 19 day of Aug*. 
John Copley was the eldest son of Alverey Copley, by 
Elizabeth his wife, daughter of John, Lord Savile. He was a 
minor at the time of his father’s death. He married Sarah, 
sister of Sir George Cooke, of Doncaster, Bart. He was 
wounded at the Battle of Adwalton Moor, and died of his 
wounds at Batley Hall a few weeks afterwards, at the early age 
of twenty-five. Not being able to execute a will, after his 
death his friends put in writing his often expressed wishes, 
and it was admitted to probate. His brother Edward succeeded 
him at Batley Hall. 


1654. Mar. 28. M’* Susannah Copley wife of Edward Copley Esq‘ 
was buried the 28 day of March. 


She was the daughter of William Butterworth, of Bellfield, 
co. Lane. 


1656. Sep. 24. Richard Jackson of Holdbeck being slayne and 
found dead near Howley Parke was buried Sep" 24. 

1666. Feb’ 3. Edward Son of Edward Copley Esq’ borne Feb” 3, 
bap‘ Feb’ 13. 

1666. June 11. Rogerius Audsley Vicar de Batley bur*. 

1668. Feb’ 28. John Son of Edward Copley Esq‘ bapt Feb’ 28. 


Rev. John Copley, Rector of Thornhill; he succeeded to 
the Batley Estate on the death of his brother Edward in 1716, 
and died in 1732, and was interred in the vestry of Thornhill 
Church. A stone in the pavement marks the spot, and is the 
only one to the memory of a Copley of Batley I have ever seen. 


1667. June 21... . . Daughter of Lord Vis‘ Savile Earl of Sussex 
buried June 21. 

1671. July 16. James S. of the R‘ Hon. James Lord Savile Earl 
of Sussex buried July 16. 

1671. Oct. 11. James L* Vis* Savile Earl of Sussex buried Oct. 11. 


The last of the Saviles of Howley Hall. 
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1673. Jan’ 28. Brudenell S. of Edward Copley Esq" bap* Jan’ 28. 

1674. June 15. M™ Jennet Audsley wife of M* Roger Audsley late 
Vicar of Batley was buried the 15 day of June. 

1674. Feb’ 16. Thos. Loft clerk to Edw® Copley Esq" buried 
Feb? 16. 

Edward Copley of Batley Hall, Esq., was an active Justice 
of the Peace, and Thomas Loft was his clerk. He must have 
died of some very infectious disease, being buried the same day 
in the middle aisle of the church, where an inscription on the 
pavement records the event. 


1676. June 8. M* Thomas Stephens Keep" and Gardener to the 
Lord Brudenell buried June 8. 


Lord Brudenell was the eldest son of Robert, 2nd Earl of 
Cardigan; he married the sister and heiress of James, 2nd and 
last Earl of Sussex, of Howley Hall, and died in 1698. His 
father died in 1703, and his son George succeeded his grand- 
father as 3rd Earl of Cardigan. I believe up to this period 
Lady Brudenell resided at Howley, and on the accession of her 
son to the earldom, left it for Northamptonshire. The hall 
was afterwards divided into tenements. Robert Ray was living 
at Howley in 1730. 


1676. Nov’ 3. Edward Copley Esq. buried 3 Nov‘. 


He was the father of the Rev. John Copley, Rector of 
Thornhill, and was succeeded at Batley Hall by his eldest son, 
Edward, aged 10 years. He left four sons and a widow. His 
will, which is very short, his estate having been considerably 
impoverished during the Commonwealth, was proved 27 
February, 1678. 

1680. Mar. 5. M™ Broadhead wife to M’* Broadhead, Vicar of 
Batley, buried Mar. 5. 

1685. July 6. M* Jo: Broadhead, Vicar: d: Batley, spiret 6 July. 

1716. May 28. Edw* Copley buried 28. 

This was the last of the Copleys at Batley Hall, after an 
unbroken line of nearly 600 years. He resided during the latter 
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part of his life at Howley Hall, where he died without issue, 
and by his will, dated March 30, 1716, left all his estates in 
trust for his brother John and his heirs; and in 1721 a lease of 
the hall and land was granted to Mr. Richard Scholefield, in 
whose family it remained, with the exception of twenty-one 
years, until 1856. 


1718. Oct. 26. M* Edw* Deane (Vicar) buried. 

1725. Aug'12. Mercy, widow of M* Edw. Deane, Vicar of Batley, 

buried. 

1735. Jan’ 1. John Pighells Schoolmaster at Batley who was born 

at Mirfield Feb’ 14 1700 and baptised (when an 
Infant) by an Independent Teacher was this day 
Re-baptised by Thomas Rhodes, Vicar of Batley. 

1742. Dec, 21. M™ Lydia the wife of M* Thomas Rhodes, Vicar 

of Batley, buried. 

N.B. This year 1752 the old stile ceased on the 2™ day of September 
and the new stile took place so that there was Eleven nominal 
days lost. , 

1753. Nov'16. The Rev’ M* Thomas Rhodes, Vicar of Batley 

35 years, buried. 

Sep’ 1771. N.B. On the 13" inst. died the Rev. Thos. Scott, M.A., 
Vicar of Batley, and was interred on the evening of the 14™ in 
the chapel of East Ardsley. 

1778. Sep’ 9. Francis Fourness Son of Henry Preston of Batley 

Esq’ Son of William by Ann his wife D* of 
Francis Fourness Esq" born Aug* 7 bap*. 


Francis Fourness, the son of Francis Fourness, of Carling- 
how Hall, married Jane, daughter of Robert Matson, Lane 
Ends, Hemsworth, and on the 8th February, 1754, executed 
a marriage settlement of the estate at Carlinghow, now called 
the New Hall Estate. They had issue Jane Thorp; Ann, 
who was married to Henry Preston, of Leeds; and Charlotte, 
who was married to John Tunnadine Vincent. Carlinghow 
New Hall was built for Francis Fourness and Jane Matson, 
his wife. After the death of his father-in-law, he resided at 
the Lane Ends, Hemsworth, and Henry Preston, his son-in-law, 
occupied Carlinghow New Hall. 
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The first entry of baptisms at Gildersome Chapel is 
March 3, 1795, and the first burial at the same chapel is May 
22, 1796. 


1780. Sep’ 13. Elizabeth Foxcroft D* of John Taylor of Batley 
Esq’ Son of John Taylor Esq’ by Mary his wife 
D* of M* Timothy Hainsworth born Aug* 8" 
bap’. 

1781. Aug. 4. Christopher Watson of Gildersome aged 104 years 
bur’. 


At the end of one of the Register books is the following 


entry: “ Hannah Turner July y* 26, 1766, declared excomuni- 
cated.” 


From 1813 to 1832, inclusive, there were 1,306 interments 
in the church yard of the parish church; of that number, 102 
were between 70 and 80 years of age, 56 from 80 to 86 and 
17 from 87 to 98 inclusive. Amongst the latter were: 


Mary Ineson, Batley . died 1821, aged go 
David Ingham _,, a GY ekSS2, S30 190 
John Taylor 5 & Ss. 38245) ss 9S 


Sarah Ibberson _,, 3 » » 99 
Grace West 3 S55 » » 92 
Mary Parker _,, jf as). ES2SS.. ay 6D 
John Turner ~ ey ee eck: 
Eleanor Rayner, Gildersome ,, 1830, 5, 94 
Mary Bentley, Batley gh SEB QTS. 5p Oe: 
Joseph Nussey ,, e (y (BS32, 35) 90 


For the period of nearly ten years, from 1833 to Mid- 
summer, 1842, inclusive, there were 1,094 interments in the 
churchyard; of that number, sixty were from 70 to 79 years 
of age, thirty from 80 to 86, and three from 87 to 94, the 
latter including : 


James Green, Batley . died 1836, aged go 
W" Ibberson __,, He 33 = e. 94 
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The Hdvowson. 


ite has been said, on what authority I have not been able to 

ascertain, that previous to the Conquest the mother church 
for the parish of Batley was in the township of Morley, and 
immediately after the district came into the possession of the 
De Laci family, it was transferred by them to Batley. This 
may have been the case, though the fact recorded in Domesday 
Book that there was a church and priest at Batley, but only a 
church at Morley, is not absolute proof that Morley was or had 
been at any time the head of the parish. 


Robert de Laci, the founder of Nostel Priory, gave the 
advowson of this church to the Prior and Convent of Nostel,* 
which gift was confirmed by Hugh de la Val (the usurper of 
the Lacis), King Henry I., King Henry II., and Pope Alex- 
ander III.; and though this meant little more than the right of 
appointing the rector, it afterwards proved a valuable gift when 
the monastery appropriated the church. 


In the 17th year of the reign of King John (1216), an 
inquisition of the lands, &c., belonging to the Priory of St. 
Oswald, Nostel, was taken, and it is stated therein that the 
churches and tithes of Rothwell, Huddersfield, and Batley 
belong to that Priory. 


On the 11th March, 1253, Walter Gray,” Archbishop of 
York, with the consent of the Prior and Convent of St. Oswald 
ordained and made what had hitherto been a rectory into a 
vicarage, giving out of its revenue for the maintenance of a 
vicar, “all the profits of the altarage of the church,” which 
were the dues tendered at the altar during the offertory specially 
provided for the maintenance of the priest. In addition to the 
altarage, the vicar was to have “the tithes of corn of Hallcroft, 
Scalecroft, Hoveleo,” and Fenesden, with the tithe of hay of the 


"See the Charter and Burton’s AMonasticon. 
» Burton's Monasticon. © Howley. 
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whole parish, and shall have a competent mansion provided for 
him by the said Prior and Convent.” All the great or rectorial 
tithes were appropriated by the Prior and Convent for their 
own use, they also retained the advowson or right of presentation 
in their own hands. From a period before the Conquest to 
1253, the living was a rectory, in that year it was reduced to a 
vicarage, and has remained so since. 


At the dissolution of Nostel Priory in the 31st year of 
Henry VIII., the great or rectorial tithes and advowson of 
Batley, being part of the estate of the Prior and Convent, were 
seized by the King, and sold with other property to Richard 
Pymonde, of Wakefield, merchant (citizen and merchant tailor 
of London), the deed bearing date 8 July, 1544, and is now in 
the possession of the Earl of Wilton. 


Richard Pymonde died in the year 1546, and by his will, 
proved 8th July in the same year, after directing his body to 
be buried in the parish church, Wakefield, he bequeaths (znter 
alia) Batley parsonage and the glebe lands thereto belonging 
to his wife Elizabeth, during her life, and after her decease, 
then to “ Rauf Bauott and the heirs betwixt hyme and Margaret 
nowe his wife of their two bodies lawfully begotten” “in 
default to the righte heires of me the said Richard Pymonde.” 
Elizabeth, the testator’s widow, married Brian Bailes, and 
after her death it came into the possession of Rauf Bavott, 
and at his death to Richard Bavott, from whom it, together 
with the great or rectorial tithes of Batley, was purchased by 
Alverey Copley, in the-year 1560. John Copley, father of 
Alverey Copley, held a lease of the tithes of corn, &c., in Batley 
Parish, probably granted to him by the Prior and Convent of 
Nostel. He died in 1543, and by his will he bequeathed to 
Thomas, his son, “all my lease and terme of yeres of and in 
the glebe landes tithe corne tithes lath and other landes medues 
pastures and comons to the same appertenynge within the 
pishe of Batteley.” 
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Rauf Bavott was the son of Thomas Bavott of Leeds, 
by Joan, sister of Richard Pymonde, and his wife Margery 
was the daughter of Henry Bentley. They had issue Richard, 
who sold the advowson and great tithes to Alverey Copley. 


Alverey Copley died in 1597, and was succeeded by his 
son Edward, who died in 1616, and was succeeded by his eldest 
son Alverey, who married Elizabeth, daughter of John, Lord 
Savile, and sister of Thomas, Viscount Savile, and Earl of 
Sussex, of Howley. This Alverey, by deed dated March 4th, 
1622, sold and conveyed to his brother-in-law, Thomas, 
Viscount Savile, a moiety of the advowson of Batley Church, 
for the sum of £70. ‘The one moiety, on the death of John 
Copley, of Wakefield, 1746, the last male heir of the Copley 
family, passed to his three sisters as co-heiresses, and from them 
by marriage to the Egerton family, now represented by the 
Earl of Wilton. 


The other moiety, on the death of James, Earl of Sussex, 
the last male heir of the Saviles of Howley Hall, passed to 
Frances, his sister and heiress, and was conveyed by her in 
marriage to the Brudenells, Earls of Cardigan, now represented 


by the Countess of Cardigan. 


The following translation of the charter of Robert de Laci, 
conveying (inter alia) Batley church to the Prior and Convent 
of Nostel, is from the Latin in Dugdale’s Monasticon Angli- 
canum. The charter is not dated, but was probably made 
about the year 1100, 


Robert de Laci was the son and heir of Ilbert de Laci, to 


whom Batley and the surrounding district was granted by 
William I. 
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CBarter of Foundation By Robert de Laci,” 
To all sons of boly Mother Church, Robert de Laci gives greeting. 


Be it known to your university, that I, for the salvation of my 
soul and of all my ancestors and heirs, have conceded and by this 
present charter have confirmed to God and to the church of St. Oswald 
of Nostel, and to the regular canons of the same place, a half carucate 
of land in which the church of the said canons is situated above 
the fish pond, also the church of Warnefeld, and the church of 
Huddersfeld, and the church of Batley, and the church of Rothwell, 
and all the land of Arkeneschage, saving my rent which I have been 
accustomed to receive, namely, five shillings for every service; and all 
the land which belonged to Ottonis in Chivet, and two bovates of 
land in Hesel, and one bovate of land in Heth, and one messuage in 
Pontefract, which Hugo of Batley holds from them, with all the 
appurtenances of the said churches and lands without any reserve, 
and free to their elected priors, freely and honourably without any 
gainsaying (or ous from me, or my heirs, in perpetuity out 
of pure charity, free, undisturbed from all land service and secular 
exactions from me, my heirs and all my men. 


Besides, I cede and confirm, and as far as belongs to me and my 
heirs give, to the aforesaid canons, in pure and perpetual charity the 
church of South Kirkby and the church of Federstan, with all their 
appurtenances, moreover, I confirm to them, one mill with its appurten- 
ances in Saxton from the gift of Robert Pictavensis, and from the gift 
of Malgeri de Scharneston, one bovate of land with its appurtenances 
in Scarneston, and a half sartam of the same Malgeri in the said village, 
and all other lands and possessions, whether rents which have been 
obtained from me or my men, or may in future be obtained. 


These being witnesses: Osberto archidiacono, Willielmo de 
Friston, Ada filio Petri de Birkine, Willielmo de Buill, Burnaldo de 
Meinil, Galfrido Hanselin, Willielmo filio Eustachii, Ricardo de Lewes, 
et multis aliis. 


» Dugdale’s Monasticon, vol. vi., p. 92. 


it 
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Sale of the Gatley Rectory, 
Extract from the Deed, Hen, VIII. to Richard Pymonde. 


Henry the Eighth, by the Grace of God, of England, France, and 
Ireland, King, defender of the Faith and on Earth supreme head of 
the Church of England and Ireland. 

To all to whom the present letters shall come greeting, know ye 
that we for the sum of four hundred and thirty-seven pounds and ten 
shillings of lawful money, paid to the hands of the treasurer of our 
court of augmentations of the revenues of our crown, by our beloved 
Richard Pymonde, gent., have granted to the aforesaid Rich. Pymonde, 
all those lands, tenements, &c., late in the occupation of Thomas 
Crofte, situate in Caton, Claughton, and Gryssyngham in Lonesdale, co. 
Lanc., to the late monastery of Cokersande belonging. Also our 
rectory and church of Batteley, in co. York, to the late monastery of 
St. Oswald, co. York, formerly belonging. Also the advowson of the 
vicarage of the parish church of Batteley, to the said late monastery 
belonging, together with our tythes of sheaves, corn, and grain in 
Morley, co. York, now or late in the tenure of Katherine Boroughe, 
widow. Also all glebe lands, and tythes of sheaves, corn and grain, of 
the village of Batteley, now or late in the occupation of John Copley 
and Thomas Copley his son. Also our tythes of sheaves of corn and 
grain in the village of Gildersome, now or late in the occupation 
of Christopher Danby. Also all rights, &c., to the said rectory 
belonging, formerly the possession of the late monastery of St. Oswald. 
Also all our messuage, garden, croft, and one oxgang of land, by 
estimation seventeen acres, now or late in the occupation of Gilbert 
Wraythe, situate in Crofton. Also one half oxgang of land, now or 
late in the tenure of Thomas Downes, situate in diverse closes in 
Crofton. Also our messuage and one half oxgang of land, and one 
close of land called Newkyrkecroft, now or late in the tenure of 
Christopher Field, situate at Crofton. Also our messuage and two 
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oxgangs and a half of land, formerly in the tenure of Thomas Wynke, 
and now or late of Charles Field, situate at Crofton. Also our 
messuage and two oxgangs and a half of land, now or late in the 
occupation of Richard Crossley, situate at Crofton, all formerly 
belonging to the late monastery of St. Oswald. 


Reserving the minerals under the land, &c., in the occupation of 
the before named Gilbert Wraythe, which lands, &c., are now extended 
to the clear yearly value of six pounds three shillings and two pence, 
and which rectory of Batley, and the tithes, &c., in the occupation of 
Katherine Boroughe, John Copley, Thomas Copley, and Christopher 
Danby, are now extended to the clear yearly value of thirteen pounds 
sixteen shillings and eight pence, and which messuages, lands, &c., at 
Crofton, are now extended to the clear yearly value of four pounds 
fifteen shillings and nine pence. The said Richard Pymonde to hold 
of us and our successors in chief, by the service of the twentieth part 
of one knight’s fee, and paying yearly to us and our successors for the 
lands, &c., in Caton, Claughton, and Gressyngham, twelve shillings 
and four pence; for the rectory of Batteley, tythes, &c., in Batley, 
Morley, and Gildersome, twenty-seven shillings and two pence ; and 
for messuages, land, &c., in Crofton, nine shillings and seven pence, at 
our court of augmentation at the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, 
in every year; and of our abundant grace we give the said Richard 
Pymonde all tythes, &c., now coming or growing, and of our more 
ample grace we indemnify, &c. 

In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to be made 
patent. Witness myself at Westminster, the eighth day of July, in 
the thirty-sixth year (1544) of our reign. 


By the King himself, by virtue of Royal Commission, &c. 
(Signed) Hen, Rex. 


The Endowment of he Parish Church of Gatley. 
ue Bishop of Winchester, in a paper on the “ Established 
Church,” read by him at the Carlisle Congress, said : 


«Tf any time can be named for the Church’s establishment, 
it was when Archbishop Theodore, late in the 7th century, 
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organized the Church, which had been originally founded by 
communities of missionary monks, planting bishops in every 
diocese, and (as it is generally believed) mapping out each 
diocese into parishes which were generally conformable to the 
manor, and settling parochial clergy in every parish. This 
was a true Establishment; but it was the Church establishing 
itself.” And as for endowments, Christians had long been used 
to give a tenth of their goods to the support of religion. 
It had been apparently obseryed more or less in the Christian 
Church from the earliest beginning. Ina, King of the West 
Saxons, in 692, promulgated laws which protected the property 
of the Church, and Ethelwulf, by his famous donation (a.p. 
855), gave permanently a tenth of the produce of his own lands 
to the Church; encouragement, moreover, was given to owners 
of property to endow churches, by offering them as a kind of 
compensation the patronage of the livings. 


Thus silently did endowment grow up alongside of estab- 
lishment, if either of these terms be strictly expressive of the 
truth, certain it is that nothing happened then at all, like that 
of which modern writers dream. The State did not look out 
among a number of rival sects or churches, and choose out one 
to protect and subsidise. It did not do so, for it had no such 
power of choice; the choice Jay simply between heathenism 
and Christianity, between Woden and Christ. The kingdoms of 
the Heptarchy chose Christ and acknowledged His kingdom. 


The ancient endowment of the parish church of Batley, 
as it existed in the early period of its history, consisted entirely 
of tithes, and before proceeding to give a detailed account of 
the present endowment, it will probably be interesting to most 
readers if I refer to their origin. 


The history of tithes may be traced to a period before the 
Mosaic Law, but it will answer my purpose to confine my 
remarks to the period since the close of the 4th century, when 
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they were offered in Italy* under the name of “ tenths,” and in 
Egypt also, some holy abbots had a tithe of all fruits offered 
them. It is also stated that Leo the Great, who was Pope* from 
440 to 460, in sermons which he wrote and which yet remain, 
earnestly entreats every devout man to offer to his parish church 
part of his received fruits, but says not a word of any certain 
quantity. The same earnest entreaty may also be found in 
some Homilies of St. Chrysostom, touching the Church’s 
maintenance. 


If there be any foundation for the legend relating to St. 
Augustine and the priest quoted by Selden, it tends to prove that 
tithes were paid to the early British Church. But fortunately 
the origin of tithes does not depend upon legends or even 
tradition, for besides the offering of tenths by the devouter sort, 
sometimes to the ministers of the sacraments, sometimes to 
abbots and the like, a perpetual right also to them was conse- 
crated to some churches by grant or assignment out of such 
land as the owners thereof might determine. Selden says 
that “long before the end of the 4th century, these special 
endowments may be collected from a canon of a council at 
Arles, held in the year $13,” the law of Charlemagne confirms 
this, and speaks of the churches anciently endowed with tithes; 
and in the year 800, some were spoken of as “anciently 
endowed.” From this time to the year 1200, the tenths were 
paid as a duty to many of the churches in the Western Empire. 


In the 2nd Hen. III. (1218), a special grant was made by 
the King, that tithes of hay and mills should be paid from 
thenceforth in all his desmesne lands (that is, occupied either 
by his villains, or bailies, or by lessees, that came in after the 
grant) which before then had not been paid. 


By a Statute passed in the 13th year of Edward I. (1285), 
it is clearly proved that for some time the parochial tithes were 


2 Selden's History of Tithes. 
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the principal endowment of every church, the advowson of the 
whole tithe is the advowson of the church. Judge Stoner, in 
Corbet’s case, which was decided by this Act, said every parson 
had a common right to the tithe of all annual increase (predial 
and mixed) accruing within the limits of his parish. 


There can be little doubt that tithes were paid in this 
parish by the Saxons, but the area of land cultivated being very 
limited, the amount of tithe would necessarily be small. After 
the Conquest, the De Lacis conveyed them with the advowson 
of the church to the Prior and Convent of Nostel. It was a 
very common practice at this period, for the owners of the 
tithes to convey them to any church or corporation they chose, 
and the intent was that the corporation to whom the appropria- 
tion was made, should put a clerk or vicar in the church so 
conveyed to them, who was to answer to them for all temporal 
profits, as tithes or other revenues (although the churches might 
be distant a hundred miles from the monasteries): and in those 
times it was most frequent to have presentations made by 
monasteries to their appropriated churches, and the vicar, 
incumbent, or presentee, had no more of the profits than the 
monasteries would arbitrarily allow. Nor was there any per- 
petual certainty of income, profits, or revenue to their presentees, 
until such time as the prior and convent by composition with 
the ordinaries, or by their own act (which prescription afterwards 
confirmed) appointed some yearly salary in tithes or glebe for the 
perpetual maintenance of the cures which afterwards became 
perpetual vicarages. 


In the 2nd year of King John, a council was held at 
Westminster, and a canon promulgated touching the making of 
vicarages, which provides (inter ala) that all tithes of all lands 
newly cultivated, be paid to no other but the parish church 
within whose bounds the lands so cultivated lie, and the priests 
to have power of excommunicating all withholders of tithes. 
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The Lateran Council, under Pope Alexander III., held 
in the year 1215, confirmed the principle laid down by the 
Westminster Canons, and a Pontifical Decree was sent by letter 
to the Province of Canterbury, commanding the Archbishop to 
enforce tithes by excommunication. 


The cessation of the arbitrary disposition of tithes was 
effected in England by a decretal epistle of Innocent II., a.p. 
1200. 


In 1268, the Legate imposed a restriction upon the 
appropriation of churches to a monastery or priory, and made 
an order that all religious, Cistercians and others, who held such 
churches, should present a resident vicar for institution by the 
diocesan, providing him with a sufficient portion out of the 
endowment, and a house with a garderobe and a chimney after 
the French fashion. 


Archbishop Walter Gray was Archbishop of York from 
1216 to 1256, and it was during his time (1253) that the Prior 
and Convent of Nostel were compelled by the canons and 
other ecclesiastical laws before referred to, to set apart certain 
portions of the endowment for the maintenance of a perpetual 
vicar at Batley, and this they did by allotting to him the tithes 
of corn of Hallcroft, Scalecroft, and Finchenden, with the tithe 
of hay of the whole parish, and the altarage of the church; 
which Watson, the historian of Halifax, affirms to be (upon 
the authority of a court held at Westminster, in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth) “the tithe of wool, lamb, colt, calf, gosling, 
pig, chicken, butter, cheese, hemp, flax, eggs, honey, fruit, herb, 
and other small tithes, with offerings.” The vicar was to be a 
competent person provided by the prior and convent, and he 
was to serve the church faithfully and honestly, the prior and 
convent providing him a suitable house. 

The first vicar was instituted by Archbishop Gray, at the 


time the church was constituted a vicarage (1253) on the 
nomination of the Prior and Convent of Nostel. His name 
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was Peter de Dewsbyre. He was probably chaplain in the 
church at the time, and might possibly be a relation of John 
de Dewsbyre who served in the church at Dewsbury, and died 
about the year 1230. 


There is no mention of any other vicar of Batley until 
the commencement of Torre’s list in 1269. 


The 27th Hen. VIII. (1536), enacts that every one 
“according to the ecclesiastical laws and ordinances, and after 
the laudable usages and customs of the parish or other place 
where he dwelleth or occupieth, shall yield and pay his tithes, 
&e.” 

The 32 Hen. VIII. c. 7 (1541), enacts that every man 
shall “fully, truly, and effectually, divide, set-out, yield, and pay 
all and singular tithes and offerings, according to the lawful 
customs and usages of the parishes and places where such tithes 
or duties shall grow, arise, or be due.” 


In Pope Nicholas’s taxation the church is valued at £10, 


and the vicarage at £6 135. 4d. per annum. In the King’s 
Book the vicarage is valued at £17 35. od. as follows:— 


per ann, 
f a. 
Manc’ ibm cum gardin’ & claus’ annex’ p anni. vj Vij 
Gran’ decima?’ ibm coib3 annis. : : : Xv} Vil 
Fen decimal’ ibm coib3 annis_—. A ; .  XXXij ij 
Ob’ lan’ decimal’ coit” ; ; é ; Ixiij —iity 
Agnell’ decimal’ : t ‘ : ; : xlv 
Oblac’ ibm . : : : ‘ ; A Ixv 
Ac in minut’ & privat’ decim’. : ; s  Cxitis ij 
In to® cdib3 annis £xvij iij 
is a. 
Inde annuati solut’ archiefio Ebog p sinod’ iiij* & 
archidiato p peurac vij® vj* In toto ; : xj vj 
Et valet clare ‘ wy ij va 


X™ psinde . ; : XXXII] i 
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In the Lider Ecclesiasticus prepared by order of Parliament 
in 1835, it is valued at £192 per annum. 


I may here add, that the taxation of Pope Nicholas was 
made in the year 1292, and was a grant from the Pope to King 
Edward I., of a full tenth of the possessions of the Church, to 
defray the expense of an expedition to the Holy Land; it was 
revised in 1318, after the invasion of the Scots. 


The Valor Ecclesiasticus or Liber Regis is compiled accord- 
ing to an Act passed in the 26th year of Hen. VIII. (1534), 
conferring on the Crown the first fruits of all benefices, and 
also one yearly rent or pension, amounting to the value of the 
tenth part of the profits of every benefice. 


The endowment of Batley Church is not now subject to 
the payment of first fruits and tenths, an Act of Parliament, 
passed in the year 1708, having discharged all livings not 
exceeding {50 per annum from these payments; and Batley 
Church being under that value, is now what is called a dis- 
charged living. 

Tithes being the most ancient part, and in fact the only 
endowment the church had for centuries; I will explain what 
they consist of. There are three kinds, predial, mixed, and 
personal. Predial tithes are such as arise merely and imme- 
diately from the ground: as grain of all sorts, hay, fruit, &c. 
Mixed tithes are those which arise not immediately from the 
ground: as colts, calves, lambs, chickens, milk, cheese, eggs, 
&c. Personal tithes are such profits as arise by the honest 
labour of man. Great or rectorial tithes are chiefly, corn, hay, 
and wood. Small or vicarial tithes are the remainder of the 
predial and mixed tithes. 


In the oldest Terrier in the parish chest, made in the year 
1777 (a copy of which will be found at the end of this 
chapter), the tithes to which the vicar is entitled are described. 
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These tithes were paid in money or in kind, and the old 
tithe barn for the reception of the tithes in kind, stood near the 
vicarage. By the 6 and 7 William IV., c. 71, all predial and 
mixed tithes were ordered to be commuted for a money pay- 
ment, and this was done a few years after in the matter of the 
tithes of Morley, Gildersome, and Churwell. 


The small or vicarial tithes for those townships form part 
of the endowment, and are collected by the vicar. The great 
or rectorial tithes belong to the Dartmouth family, and never 
formed part of the endowment of the church since the time it 
was constituted a vicarage by Archbishop Gray. The rectorial 
tithes were retained by the Prior and Convent of Nostel, and 
were sold by Henry VIII. on the dissolution of that monastery 
to Richard Pymond of Wakefield. 


The great and small tithes of the Township of Batley 
were redeemed by an allotment of land, by the award under 
the Act passed in the year 1803 for the enclosure of the waste 
or common land in the township, 14¢. 17. gp. being granted 
to the vicar in lieu of the small tithes, and 72a. 3r. 14. to the 
Earl and Countess of Wilton in lieu of the great tithes. 


From the constitution of the vicarage in 1253 to the year 
1735, the endowment consisted only of the personal tithes, 
small tithes, the vicarage house, oblations, the Salter Croft, and 
the old Fleece Inn, a building one story high, erected as was 
usually the case for the accommodation of the parishioners 
residing at a distance from the church. 


In the 12th year of the reign of Queen Anne (1713), an 
Act of Parliament was passed, the preamble of which sets forth 
that “whereas in the West Riding of the Co. of York, there 
are divers parishes of great extent and very populous, which 
have occasioned the erecting of divers chapells-of-ease for the 
benefit of the inhabitants, but there being very small or no 
settled provision made for the maintenance of the ministers that 
perform divine service in these chappells, or for the vicars of 
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many of the parish churches within the said West Riding, and 
there being large commons or waste land within many of the 
said parishes which yield little or no profit or advantage to any 
person, it would be a great advantage and encouragement to 
the vicars and ministers there, if they might by enclosing some 
parts of the said common and waste ground improve the same 
for the benefit of themselves and their successors.” 


The Statute then proceeds to enact that in any parish in 
the West Riding of the County of York, in which there are 
situate common or waste lands, and where the living of the 
vicar, &c., does not exceed the annual value of £40, the lord 
or lords of the manor with the consent of three-fourths of the 
freeholders having common rights in such lands, may set apart 
and enclose for the use of the vicar a certain portion of 
common land not exceeding sixty acres, or one-sixth part of 
such common land, where the said sixth part shall not exceed 
sixty acres. 

This Act came into operation on the 29th September, 171 3, 
and by deed dated 16th March, 1735, the lord and lady of 
the manor, the Rev. John Copley* and Ellen his wife, and 
eighty-nine freeholders, among whom appear the names of 
Thomas Thompson, Nathaniel Thewlis, Francis Fourness, 
Richard Dickenson, John Hardy, James Scholefield, M. Denison, 
George Cooke, Joseph Bigland, Thomas Shepley, Joshua 
Wormald, William Sheard, Timothy Brooke, Edward Deane, 
Alvary Wilby, and Samuel Hird, did authorize Mr. John 
Taylor of Purlwell Hall, and Mr. Francis Fourness, to set apart 
a portion of the common lands under the recited Act, not 
exceeding one-sixth of the whole; they did not set apart so 
much, but only twenty-three acres at Brownhill, Kilpinhill, 
White Lee, and other parts of the township, the value of 
’ which was met in 1741 by a grant of £200 from Queen 
Anne’s Bounty. 


* The Rev. John Copley died in 1732. He signed the deed, but it appears not to 
have been executed by all parties until three years after. 
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There is a clause in the Terrier which sets forth that 
Dame Eleanor Asheton gave one-third of the great tithes in 
Batley for the use of the vicar of Batley for the time being. 


Dame Eleanor Asheton was a daughter and co-heiress of 
the Rev. John Copley, Rector of Thornhill, and sister of John 
Copley, the last of the male line of the family at Batley Hall, 
and was aunt to Sir Thomas Egerton, Bart., rst Earl of Wilton, 
and widow of Sir Ralph Asheton, of Middleton, Co. Lancaster. 
Being desirous of improving the endowment of the church at 
Batley, and being seized of, and having at her disposal, one 
undivided third part of the tithes of all corn and grain, yearly 
coming or arising out of land in Batley, she did by deed dated the 
gth October in the 3rd year George III. (1770) [subject to a lease 
for twenty-one years, granted on the 1st May, 1767, to Joshua 
Wormald and John Sharp, at a yearly rent of £67 155. 6d.], 
convey to Sir Thomas Egerton of Heaton, in the County of 
Lancaster, Bart., Francis Fourness of Batley, gentleman, John 
Taylor of Batley, gentleman, and James Law of Birstall, 
gentleman, in trust for and towards the further provision, 
maintenance, and support of the Rev. Thomas Scott, now vicar 
of the said parish of Batley, and his successors for ever, on 
condition that he reside in the said parish at least eight months 
in each year. The tithes under this deed were paid to the vicar 
until the time of the enclosure of the waste land, when one- 
third of the land allotted to the Earl and Countess of Wilton 
for the whole of the great tithes, was set apart and vested in 
trustees for the use of the vicar, and is at present known as 
Dame Eleanor Asheton’s Charity, the trustees are, Michael 
Sheard, L. W. Taylor, and C. H. Marriott. 


The land enclosed from the common and conveyed to the 
Governors of Queen Anne’s Bounty in 1735, was met by the 
Bounty Board with a grant of £200, which sum they still 
retain, paying the interest half-yearly to the vicar. The records of 
justice and royal munificence chronicle no more just or gracious 
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act, than that by which Queen Anne, three years after her 
accession to the throne, returned what Henry VIII. had seized 
from the Church, by a grant in perpetuity of the first fruits 
and tenths to trustees for the improvement of poor livings, 
with the object of stimulating private munificence in the same 
direction. The Board’s income is now about £15,000 or 
£16,000 per annum from first fruits and tenths. 


The Rev. William Lee of Stapleford, in the diocese of 
Ely, by his last will and testament, dated zoth November, 1617, 
left 6s. 8d. for a sermon to be preached yearly in the Parish 
Church of Batley, “on the 26th day of February, if that day 
shall happen to be the Sabbath day, if not, on the Sabbath day 
next following.” Mr. Lee was the founder of the Batley 
Grammar School, but I have not been able to find any record 
of the payment of this bequest, and it is certainly now lost. 


James Shepley of Purlwell Hall, Batley, by his last will 
and testament dated 30th July, 1719, bequeathed an annuity of 
£10, in the following words: ‘I give devise and bequeath 
John Taylor one Farme in the possession of Abraham Naylor 
of Batley Carr, he the said John Taylor his heirs or assigns 
paying yearly and every year for ever out of the said farme the 
sum of Ten pounds to be paid by two even and equal portions 
viz.: as or upon the 24th day of June and the 24th day of 
December unto the Rev. Thomas Rhodes, the present vicar of 
Batley, and the succeeding vicars provided that he or they do 
preach or cause to be preached in the Parish Church, Batley 
aforesaid one sermon in the forenoon and one sermon every 
Sunday in the afternoon throughout the whole year... . . I 
do hereby give grant bequeath and settle to and upon the said 
Thomas Rhodes present vicar of Batley and his successors the 
annuity or rent charge of Ten pounds a year forever... . 
in order to procure and obtain the Bounty of Queen Anne to 
small vicarages.” 
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No grant was made by the Governors of Queen Anne’s 
Bounty to meet this bequest, as the testator evidently expected 
it would be. The rent charge having been settled upon the 
vicar and not offered to the Bounty Board, they were not able 
to make a grant. The rent charge is still in force, and is paid 
by the owners of the Purlwell estate. ; 


Easter offerings at one period formed a considerable item 
in the endowment, and by the Terrier comprised a charge of 
twopence for every communicant, and twopence for every 
cow and every plough, one shilling for every foal, one penny 
for every hive of bees, and for every house threepence half- 
penny, these offerings were given up by the late vicar and have 
not been collected since. 


Previous to the Reformation the Easter offerings embraced 
personal tithes mentioned by Boniface in 693, and included 
plough alms given within a fortnight of the Festival, upon the 
use of a plough for church purposes, of young at Pentecost, of 
fruits of the earth at All Saints, and Peter’s pence or Rome fee 
on the rst of August, being a tax of one penny on every 
hearth, granted by King Ina of the West Saxons, at the close 
of the 7th century, discontinued by Edward III., afterwards 
revived, and finally abolished by Henry VIII. “ Light scot,” 
first mentioned in 878, was a half-penny worth of wax for 
every plough-land, paid on Easter Eve, Allhallows, and the 
Purification, and “ Soul scot” was given at the grave of each 
parishioner, and is known in these later days as the mortuary 
fee. It is described in the Terrier as: 


**Mortuaries according to Act of Parliament, viz.: when a 
person dies worth forty pounds, ten shillings; when worth thirty 
pounds, six shillings and eight pence.” 


Mortuaries were payable in beasts regularly before the 
Statute of 21 Henry VIII., and were due upon the general 
presumption of the neglect of every deceased person, in pay- 
ment of his personal tithes during his life-time. The mortuary 
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was by the canons to be presented with the body at the burial, 
as a satisfaction of omission and negligence in paying to the 
church personal duties, and hence it was styled “ corse-present.” 
In the 4th Edward III. (1331), an action for trespass was 
brought against the parson of Whitwell, for the taking of a 
horse, in which the defendant pleads that it was the horse of 
one of his parishioners who had died.* This case shows plainly 
the received and acknowledged parochial right and custom of 
those times. 

The custom is also proved by the ‘ Wills” previous to the 
passing of the Commutation Act in the reign of Henry VIII., 
as by the following extract from the last will and testament of 
John Copley, of Batley Hall, dated 27th December, 1509. 

“*T bequeth my soule unto Almyghtie God our lady sent Mary 
and-allithe s:..3 = % Company of Hevyn and my body to be buried in 
the church garth of Batley next my fader and my moder, and my best 
horse with the harnesse to be my mortuary which I rode dayly. Itm. to 
the hye aulter for tythynges forgotten i1j° and iij*.” 

The Act of Parliament by which mortuaries were com- 
muted into money payments was passed in the 21 Henry VIII. 
(1530), and no parson, vicar, curate, parish priest or other, shall 
for any person dying or dead, and being at the time of his 
death possessed of the value in movable goods of ten marks or 
more, clearly above his debts paid, and under the sum of £ 30, 
take for a’ mortuary fee above 3s. 4d. in the whole. And for a 
person dying or dead, being at the time of his death possessed 
of the value of £30 or above, clearly above his debts paid, in 
movable goods, and under the value of £40, there shall no 
more be taken or demanded for a mortuary fee than 6s. 8d. in 
the whole. And for any person dying or dead, having at the 
time of his death of the value in movable goods of £40 or 
above, to any sum whatsoever it be clearly above his debts paid, 
there shall be no more taken, paid, or demanded for a mortuary 
than ros. in the whole. 


* Selden's History of Tithes, p. 287. 


96 RECORDS OF B-ATLEY. 


The above is from the Act referred to in the Terrier, and 
these mortuary fees were collected by the late vicar. 


I have now explained each item of the present endowment 
and its origin, and the whole may be summarized as follows: 


Date of the Endowment. 

Ancient. The old, Vicarage House, Salter Croft, and Fleece Inn. 

Ancient. The Tithes of Morley, Gildersome, and Churwell, com- 
muted in 1836 for an annual payment of £113, subject 
to the variation in the price of corn. 

Ancient. Small or Vicarial Tithes in Batley, commuted in 1809 by an 
award of 144. tr. gp. of land, under the Enclosure Act. 

Ancient. Payment of £3 6s. 8d. per annum by the possessor of 


Howley. 
1715. Rent charge of £10 per annum on the Purlwell Estate. 
1735. From the Lord of the Manor and Freeholders, 23 acres of 
; land. 
1735. Grant of £200 from Queen Anne’s Bounty. 


1770. Dame Asheton’s Charity, 24¢. 17. 4p. of land. 
Interest on coal investments from Dame Asheton’s Trust. 


From the above, the greatest enemy of the church cannot 
say that the State ever contributed one farthing to the endow- | 
ment of the Church in Batley. 


A Terrier of the Glebe and other Rights aud Emoluments belonging 
to the Parish Church of Batley, in the West Riding of the 
County of York. 1777. 


Article rst. e4 Uicarage House slated, sashed in the Front 
containing four low Rooms, four Chambers, two Garrets, with a Barn, 
Yard and Garden, and a Croft adjoining, called by the Name of the 
Salter Croft, containing near one acre of ground. 

2, An House let to and in the occupation of Benjamin Wilby, 
with a Stable, Shop, Garden and Yard. 

3- Common Lands inclosed for obtaining the Bounty of Queen 
Anne, containing twenty three Acres more or less, but no purchase is 
yet made with the Bounty Money. 
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4. The great and small Tithes of Scholecroft, now in the 
Occupation of Joseph Dixon and Samuel Birtby, and, according to the 
old Terriers, of Finsden or Finihesden, tho’ what Ground or Grounds 
are meant by these Names, we cannot now ascertain, 

5. The Possessor of Howley pays three Pounds six shillings 
and eight pence at Michaelmas yearly. 

6. Moduses for Tithe Hay. 

7. Tithe of Rapes, Turneps ... &c., within the whole Parish. 

8. Tithe of Calves, one Calf of six, or Five Shillings, for five 
Calves two Shillings and sixpence. 

9. TLythe of Geese—one Goose of six—when no more than five 
sixpence; for fifteen, one Goose and sixpence. For sixteen, two Geese, 
and so on. 

10. Tithes of Pigs:—one of six; For five Pigs, sixpence. For 
fifteen one pig and six pence. For sixteen two pigs and so on. 

11. Tithe of Wooll and Lambs. For every Fleece three half- 
pence, if not taken in kind by weight. For every Lamb three pence, 
if not taken in kind. 

12. €aster Offerings:—For every Communicant two pence, every 
Cow two pence, Every plough two pence. Every Foal one shilling. 
Every Hive of Bees one penny. Every House three pence half-penny. 

13. Mortuaries according to Act of Parliament, viz.: when a 
person dies worth forty pounds, ten shillings;—when worth thirty, 
six shillings and eight pence. 

For a Churching ten pence. 
»» @ Publication of the Banns of Marriage one shilling. 
», a Marriage by Banns two shillings and sixpence. 
» A Certificate of the publication of Banns two shillings and six 
ence. 
pate Wiamuace by Licence five shillings. 
», Searching the Register four pence. 
», A Certificate from the Register one shilling. 
»» A Funeral one shilling. 
,» Laying down a Grave stone in the Church Yard three shillings and 
four pence, for a Grave in the Church ten shillings. 

14. The Rev’ William Lee of Stapleford, in the Diocese of 
Ely, by his last Will and Testament, dated the 20 day of Nov™ 1617, 
left six shillings and eight pence for a Sermon to be preached yearly in 
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the Parish Church of Batley, on the 26" day of February, if that day 
shall happen to be the Sabbath-day, if not, on the Sabbath-day next 
following. 

15. Mr. James Shepley of Purlwell Hall, in Batley, by his last 
Will and Testament, dated the 30™ of June, 171g, left ten pounds 
to be paid out of a certain Farm therein specified, yearly and every 
year for ever, by two equal portions, viz.; on the twenty-fourth Day 
of December and the twenty-fourth day of June, to the Reverend 
Mr. Thomas Rhodes, then Vicar of Batley, and the succeeding Vicars, 
provided that he or they preach or cause to be preached in the Parish 
Church of Batley, one Sermon every Sunday in the forenoon and one 
in the afternoon throughout the whole Year, and in case of their 
neglect or refusal to preach or cause to be preached as aforesaid, the 
said annuity or rent charge to be void. 

16. Dame Eleanor Assheton, late of Middleton, but now of 
Manchester, in the County of Lancaster, by deed Indented, bearing 
date 9" of October, 1770, and inrolled in the High Court of Chancery, 
Gave and Granted To Trustees therein named and their Heirs, one 
undivided third part of all tythes of Corn and Grain yearly growing in 
the Township of Batley, And one undivided third part of all rents and 
Arrears of rents reserved upon any Demises or Leases of the said 
Tythes, In Trust for ever thereafter to pay and apply the same towards 
the further provision of the Vicar of Batley for the time being, who 
shou’d dona fide reside there for eight months in each Year: But in 
default of such residence, then for an officiating Curate, who shou’d 
bona fide receive from such Vicar a Yearly Salary or Stipend of £40 per 
Ani: But in default thereof, then in Trust for poor Housekeepers, 
for the time being who shou’d inhabit within the said Township, and 
who shou’d not receive relief from the said Township. 

17. The Furniture of the Church: Three Bells and a Clock; 
For the use of the Communion, Two silver Cups and Covers, One 
Silver Flagon and three silver plates, the Gift of Bolton Hargrave, late 
of Gildersome, Fsq’, 1749. 

18. Method of repairs of the Church: The Parish repairs the 
Body of the Church, the Steeple, and the walls of the Church yard ; 
The Chancel is repaired by the Impropriators of the great Tythes; 
The South Choir by the Possessor or Possessors of Batley Hall; The 
North Choir by the Possessor of Howley. 


THE PARISH CHURCH. 99 


19. The Fees belonging the Parish Clerk: Every Churching 
four pence. Every Marriage by Banns one shilling. Every Marriage 
by Licence two shillings and sixpence. Every Burial eight pence. At 
Easter every House pays two pence to the Clerk. Every plough two 
pence. At Christmas one penny or a Loaf according to ancient 
Custom. In Lent one penny or Eggs in Lieu thereof. Nine shillings 
yearly paid by the Executors of John Copley, late of Batley, Esq’, out 
of the rents and profits of a Croft and two Tenements, situate at 
Havercroft in the Township of Batley, now in the possession of Widow 
Fernsides and her son William Fernsides at Martinmas. 

20. The Sexton has sixpence for every Grave, and the Parish by 
ancient Custom allows him thirteen shillings and four pence yearly as a 
Stipend, and a new Hat every other year. 

The Clerk and Sexton are both appointed by the Vicar, 

H. Exmsatt, Vicar. Tuos, THompson. 

Jno. Deicuton, Curate of Batley. Henry Preston. 
JosepH FEARNLEY, Jno. FEARNSIDEs. 
SaML. STEAD, Churchwardens. Joun Speppine. 

SaML. CLaRK, 
Joun Taytor. 


Churchwardens’ Mecounts. 


r [ NHeE office of churchwarden is a very ancient one, and at 
one period was the most important position in the 
parish to which a layman might be elected. 


The churchwardens form a corporation, and to their 
custody are committed all the sacred vessels, furniture and 
movables in the church; they are responsible for the repairs of 
the fabric of the church, and formerly, were by law called 
upon to perform many duties in the civil parish, but modern 
legislation has reduced not only the duties but the respon- 
sibilities which were formerly attached to this office. 


Synods-men, or quest-men, now called sidesmen, were 
persons summoned by the Bishop to appear before him, and 
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give an account of the order and conduct observed by the 
parson and people during the year, and by the goth Canon, are 
to be chosen yearly in Easter week by the ministers and parish- 
ioners. The office is now practically obsolete. Their duties 
devolving upon the churchwardens. 


The duties of the churchwardens and sidesmen are fully 
set forth in Canons 26 and 10g to 121. 


It was the duty of the churchwardens to present to the 
Bishop or his officer, at least once a year, all persons guilty of 
*« drunkenness, swearing, ribaldry, &c.,” or a ‘ hinderer of the 
Word of God to be read or sincerely preached,” and in the 
exercise of this duty the churchwardens of Batley made the 
following presentment to the Archdeacon of York, at his 
visitation in 1669. ‘ Batley.—William Watson for despising 
the book of Common Prayer, and the Homylyes, together 
with those that read them, protesting that he would rather hear 
a song of Robin Hood.” Watson was a Quaker, but Abraham 
de la Pryme, from whose diary the extract is made, makes no 
mention of the consequences. 


The Quakers, a new sect at this period, delighted in 
abusing the clergy, the judges, and magistrates, and so unruly 
did they become, setting all law and decency at defiance, that 
the magistrates committed them to prison, as poor deluded 
creatures.” 


The early books of churchwardens’ accounts are all lost. 
The oldest known to the present generation, commenced in 
the year 1725 and extended to 1844. A summary only has 
been preserved, the book itself having been borrowed by 
some person during the non-residence of the late vicar, and 
never returned to the parish chest. 


The expenses incurred by the churchwardens were 
defrayed by a rate levied on the parishioners in Batley, Morley, 


" Records of York Castle, p. 209. 
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Gildersome, and Churwell, in the proportion of two-fifths to 
Batley, two-fifths to Morley, and one-fifth to Gildersome and 
Churwell, the amount expended in 1725, being £25 6s. ghd., 
and in 1740, when the church was plastered, £94 65. 5d., a 
debt of £16 19s. 11d. being carried forward to the next year’s 
account. A rate made in Batley at 3d. in the £ in the year 
1742, produced {15 12s. 10d. 


Parish meetings in connection with the church were not 
frequent. The earliest mentioned in the book was held in the 
vestry, October 29th, 1787. Present, were Richard Scholefield, 
William Lister, John Whitley, Isaac Smithies,* John Watson, 
George Gilpin, and John Chadwick. It was resolved that the 
churchwardens’ accounts should not be passed before the public, 
until every item had been carefully examined and approved at a 
meeting appointed for the purpose. 


The next meeting was held at the house of James Spaw- 
forth (Fleece Inn) on the 2nd June, 1803. It was resolved 
that the churchwardens have a fixed allowance of 2s. per day, 
to be paid out of the parish rate, on Good Friday, Christmas 
Day, and the first Sunday in every month, and they were to 
pay their own expenses, 


At a meeting held the 2nd day of April, 1810, in the 
vestry, notice being first properly given, “that we whose names 
are hereunto subscribed, do agree for the churchwarden to have 
his rate paid by the overseer of the poor, instead of collecting a 
rate himself. And also do agree for Joseph Wortley to have 
one guinea over and above his usual wages, for collecting the 
poor rates, composition, and highway assessment, and to be in 
the warrant with the overseers of the poor, to impower him to 
collect the same.” Signed by John Scholefield and nineteen 
others. 


* Isaac Smithies resided at Morley, his sister married Daniel Sale, father of Sir Titus 
Salt, another sister married Matthew Sykes, of Soothill Grange, whose daughter was the 
wife of Joshua Scholefield, of Batley Hall. 
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At a meeting held in the vestry, 2nd January, 1817. 
Present, Richard Nussey, churchwarden, John Scholefield, 
Robert Clapham, Jeremiah Sharp, Benjamin Gilpin, Matthew 
Stephenson, Edward Dean, and others; it was resolved, that 
the parish stable be taken down and rebuilt by the church- 
wardens, at the cost of the parish, the dimensions not to exceed 
6 yds. by 4 yds. and 2 ft., and g ft. high. The work was 
executed at a cost of £39 145. 3d. 


Previous to the erection of the churches at Gildersome 
and Morley, the church at Batley was the only one in the 
parish; in it service was held in the morning, and occasionally 
in the afternoon, and it became necessary to provide accom- 
modation for the horses of parishioners, who attended service 
from distant parts; for this purpose the churchwardens erected 
a stable on the glebe adjoining the Fleece Inn, which becoming 
dilapidated, was rebuilt as before mentioned, at the cost of the 
parish. As it was erected on the glebe, it became the property 
of the vicar; plain evidence of the good feeling and trust which 
existed between the vicar and his parishioners. 


In the following year, £2 8s. 3d. was paid by the impro- 
priator of the great tithes in Gildersome, for the repair of the 
chancel window. 


On the 13th September, 1827, at a meeting held in the 
vestry, it was agreed that the public entrance for funerals into 
the churchyard should be made at the west corner. Also at 
another meeting held on the 26th February, 1829, to consider 
the propriety of enlarging the churchyard, it was resolved, 
that the munificent gift of the Right Hon. the Earl of Wilton 
of half an acre of land for that purpose be accepted, and 
enclosed with proper fences by the churchwardens, at the 
expense of the parish. Present, H. Cooper, curate, George 
Crowther, Robert Clapham, jun., and John Hollings, church- 
wardens, Joshua Scholefield, Edward Dean, Thomas Wilby, 
Norrison Scatchard, Jeremiah Sharp, Richard Walker, Joseph 
Chadwick, and Thomas Scholefield. 
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This I believe to have been the first enlargement of the 
churchyard since the erection of the church. The previous 
boundary, according to a plan made in 1742, was only a few 
yards east of the old yew tree. The next and last enlargement 
was in 1856. 


On the 29th July, 1829, the first stone of St. Peter's, 
Morley, was laid (in the unavoidable absence of the Rev. 
Thomas Foxley, vicar of Batley) by the Rev. H. Cooper, curate 
in charge of the parish church, Batley; and on the completion 
of the building, a public meeting was held in the vestry of the 
mother church, for the purpose of obtaining consent to include 
in the church rate the cost of fencing the churchyard, the 
necessary furniture, &c. for the new church, for which the 
following estimate was produced, but it was rejected by a 
majority of 28 to 3. 


Enclosure of the churchyard, Morley 
Churchyard gates ° 
An iron safe for register books 8 
Two chairs I 
I 
4 


Bu 


Table 

Cupboard or closet 

Coal box and irons 

A bier I 
Four boards I 
Spade and pickaxe 75., girth $s. 12 
Brushes fe) 
Two books of offices for baptisms and burials o I! 


Cc0o0000000Y 


Co00000000 000 & 


It was the opinion of the meeting that the district 
churches were not entitled to charge the cost of furnishing and 
fencing out of the church rate. Immediately after, Gildersome 
and Churwell refused to lay a church rate, Morley also rebelled, 
and for several years, a strong agitation against the rate was 
carried on by the three townships of Morley, Gildersome, and 
Churwell; and though meetings were held, and rates laid, after 
taking the votes of the parish, and law suits threatened on the 
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advice of counsel, another rate was never collected in the out 
townships. The last rate for one penny in the pound was laid 
at a vestry meeting held on the 15th July, 1844. 


At a meeting of the inhabitants held in the vestry on the 
2gth August, 1833, it was agreed to lay a rate sufficient to 
defray the necessary expenses of the church for the year, based, 
on the following estimate produced by the churchwardens, viz.: 


£s. 2 
Expenses at the visitation I 17 6 
Court fees 15 oO 
Wine o 8 6 
Ringing the 8 o’clock bell 10 0 
Parchment I7 <0 
Copying registers I 0 0 
Church sweeping and cleaning communion plate 
and washing surplices 2) 6° 10 
Winding up clock i i: xo 
Sexton’s salary ae Se ©) 
Cleaning leads 6 6 
Masons, carpenters, glaziers, &c. g 15) 6 
fis 18: 6 


At a vestry meeting held 18th September, 1834, for the 
purpose of laying a church rate to raise £45 for the legal 
repairs of the church, and expenses for the ensuing year, an 
amendment that {25 be allowed, was moved and rejected in 
favour of the resolution. A poll was demanded, and the 
following day and the day after were appointed for taking the 
votes. At the close of the poll at 4 p.m. on Saturday, the 
2oth September, the result was declared by the chairman, the 
Rey. H. Cooper, curate in charge, to be 537 for £45 and 503 
for £25, being a majority of 34 in favour of £45 being 
obtained. 

The year 1835 witnessed another contest which showed 
how the feeling against church rates was growing, and how 
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firmly the friends of the church insisted upon their rights. The 
meeting was held on the 12th November, for the purpose of 
obtaining the sanction of the vestry to lay a church rate of one 
penny in the pound for the necessary repairs and expenses, 
when Thomas H. Teale moved, and Joseph Asquith (probably 
a Morley man) seconded an amendment that the meeting be 
adjourned for twelve months. The amendment was rejected 
and the resolution in favour of the rate was carried. A poll 
was then demanded, and at its close at 4 o’clock on Wednesday, 
November 18th, 1835, the result announced by the chairman, 
the Rev. W. H. Teale, was 824 in favour of the rate, and 775 
for the adjournment of the meeting for 12 months, majority in 
favour of the rate 49. 


Rist of Churchwardens. 


1725. Thomas Dodgson, George Hopton, William Crabtree. 
1726. Joshua Brooke, Stephen Gregson, James Pearson. 
1727. Joshua Brooke, James Stead, James Pearson. 

1728. John Hardy, Jeremy Shepley, George Middlebrooke. 
1729. Richard Dickinson, Joseph Hall, Julius Mortinman. 
1730. Richard Dickinson, Eleazer Atkinson, Richard Moore. 
1731. Charles Wade, Thomas Speight, James Mortinman. 
1732. John Healey, Jonathan Holms, John Rogers. 

1733. John Healey, Jonathan Holms, William Walsh. 
1734. Nathan Stanhope, John Brooke, John Westerman. 
1735. Matthew Scatcherd, John Brooke, Joseph Aspinal. 
1736. Matthew Scatcherd, John Brooke, Robert Gambell. 
1737. Matthew Scatcherd, John Brooke, John Appleby. 
1738. Joshua Brooke, Timothy Clark, ay homas Savage. 
1739. Joshua Brooke, Benjamin Brooke, Thomas Fourness. 
1740. Joseph Hague, William Banks, Thomas Savage. 
1741. Joseph Hague, William Speight, Samuel Richardson. 
1742. Joseph Hague, William Chew, Edward Hinchliffe. 
1743- 

1744. John Tetley, Joseph Ellis, Ephraim Rhodes 

1745. John Sharpe, Samuel Reyner, John Reyner. 
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Thomas Scholefield, John Walsh, Elijah Hoult. 
Richard Hargreave, Samuel Birkby, John Rayner. 
John Willans, Joseph Reyner, Joseph Longley. 
John Willans, Joseph Reyner, John Appleby. 
Benjamin Beaumont, Jon" Kirk, John Sharp. 
Benjamin Beaumont, William Dixon, Anthony Todd. 
John Walker, William Midgeley, Joshua Atkinson. 
John Wade, John Turner, John Armytage. 

John Wade, John Turner, John Armytage. 

James Beckitt, Francis Moore, John Gomersall. 
James Beckitt, John Bywater, James Jackson. 
Joseph Watson, Samuel Fozard, Richard Gant. 
Joseph Watson, William Dixon, David Ellis. 
Christopher Scott, John Sheard, Thomas Priestley. 
Christopher Scott, John Sheard, Thomas Priestley. 
John Spedding, John Sheard, William Todd. 

John Spedding, Thomas Kitson, Jonathan Taylor. 
Joshua Taylor, Thomas Kitson, John Sinkinson. 
Joshua Taylor, John Whitley, John Gomersall. 
Samuel Walker, Joshua Butterworth, William Sykes. 
Samuel Walker, Isaac Hey, William Sykes. 

John Beaumont, Robert Jackson, John Gomersall. 
John Beaumont, John Bywater, Eli Cordingley. 
William Knowles, William Reyner, Eli Cordingley. 
John Fearnsides, John Wormald, John Gomersall. 
John Fearnsides, John Wormald, John Sharp. 

John Fearnsides, Benjamin Crumack, John Sharp. 
Joshua Wormald, Samuel Webster, Samuel Stead. 
Joshua Wormald, Jonathan Fothergill, Eli Cordingley. 
Charles Steer, William Milner, Eli Cordingley. 
Joseph Fearnley, Samuel Clark, Samuel Stead. 

John Richardson, John Leathley, Robert Webster. 
John Richardson, William Crumack, Robert Webster. 
Edward Smith, John Webster, Charles Brook. 
Joshua Dean, John Garnett, Joseph Brown. 

Joshua Dean, Samuel Ellis, Joseph Brown. 

Joshua Porritt, Samuel Ellis, Francis Sawry. 

John Scatcherd, Joseph Waring, George Oddy. 
Thomas Dean, William Marshall, George Oddy. 


THE PARISH CHURCH. 


107 


David Blakeley, John Broadbent, William Baxter. 
David Blakeley, John Broadbent, John Buttery. 
David Blakeley, David Terry, John Buttery. 
Thomas Blakeley, John Whitley, Andrew Baxter. 
William Brooke, William Harris, John Buttery. 
Isaac Wilman, John Chappel, John Buttery. 

John Hepworth, Thomas Dixon, Francis Morris. 
Jeremy Sharp, William Clark, John Buttery. 
Jeremy Sharp, Thomas Roberts, John Buttery. 
Jeremy Sharp, Samuel Blackburn, William Longley. 
William Willans, Samuel Gaunt, Joseph Stephenson. 
Edward Dean, John Crowther, Joseph Stephenson. 
Edward Dean, John Crowther, Samuel Overend. 
Edward Dean, John Crowther, Samuel Overend. 
Thomas Hall, John Webster, Thomas Buttery. 
Thomas Hall, John Webster, Thomas Buttery. 


William Chadwick, Thomas Moss, George Crowther. 


William Chadwick, John Fox, George Clapham. 
John Parsley, Joseph Webster, George Clapham. 


Robert Clapham, Benjamin Clark, Matthew Stephenson. 


Robert Clapham, John Dixon, Matthew Stephenson. 
Robert Clapham, Samuel H. Whitley, James Scarth. 
Thomas Blakeley, John Webster, Benjamin Gilpin. 
Thomas Blakeley, John Webster, John Westerman. 
John Webster, Nathaniel Webster, Francis Morris. 
John Webster, Nathaniel Webster, John Beaumont. 
John Webster, Christopher Milner, John Beaumont. 
Samuel Spedding, John Robinson, John Storr. 
Samuel Spedding, John Robinson, Benjamin Gilpin. 
Richard Nussey, William Dixon, Benjamin Gilpin. 
Richard Nussey, William Dixon, George Crowther. 
Edward Dean, Joseph Dixon, Matthew Stephenson. 
Edward Dean, Joseph Dixon, Matthew Stephenson. 
John Nussey, Jeremiah Sharp, James Scarth. 


John Nussey, Jeremiah Sharp, Thomas Middlebrook. 


Thomas Beaumont, Jeremiah Sharp, John Buttery. 


Thomas Beaumont, Jeremiah Sharp, William Roberts. 


George Nussey, Robert Smithies, Isaac Mitchell. 
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1824. Thomas Dean, Robert Smithies, Isaac Mitchell. 
1825. Thomas Dean, Samuel Webster, Samuel Longley. 
1826. Samuel Sharp, Samuel Webster, Daniel Elam. 
1827. Samuel Sharp, John Hollings, William Crosby. 
1828. Robert Clapham, John Hollings, George Crowther. 
1829. Robert Clapham, Thomas Dixon, John Revell. 
1830. Luke Blakeley, Thomas Dixon, John Revell. 

1831. Luke Blakeley, Norrison Scatcherd, John Morris. 
1832. Luke Blakeley, John Dixon, Benjamin Clapham. 

Batley and Soothill appear to have been called upon to 
provide a contingent of five seamen, probably to join the Navy, 
and the following is a summary of a rate collected to defray the 
expense. 

““We whose names hereunto have Perused the accounts of 
Jeremiah Sharp Churchwarden for the year 1795, to collect an assess- 
ment of 1s. 6d. in the Pound for Hireing 5 seamen Jointly with 
Soothill.” 

Disburst £86 Ig I 
Rec* by Assessment 86 0 0 


o Ig I 
at same time settled by _ 
Isaac Wilman allowed by us John Scatcherd 
Isaac Wilman 
Joshua Scholefield 


Joseph Wilson 


The following is the only complete account I have met 
with, of the disbursements of the churchwardens for one year: 


EburcBwardens’ Accounts for 1748. 
John Willans, Foshua Rayner, and Foseph Longley, Churchwardens. 


pa ae 
paid at Wakfield for enterance at Visetations o ig 2 
paid more at Wakfield o xr 8 
paid the twenty nint of may to the ringers Co Me a) 
paid more at same time o 2 6 
paid Jorge fausit for wine June y* 4™ I 2 0 
paid clark for bred o 6 6 


June 16 paid at the counts making 
the same time paid benj. Dickeson 
the same time paid Nathell Exley 
the same time spent of ringers 
at a quarter meeting spent 
for oyl to Samuell collbeck 
for drinkings for bels mending 
“ two persons a treat June 26 
Spent at bengeman beamont 
for reprs. to Joshua blakley 
for Drinkins 
July 3. two persons a treat 
» 9 for Drinkins 
»» 14. paid to Tho* Tomson for work 
for Drinkins the same time paid 
for Drinkins paid 
July 16. Securing the porch paid to Joshua Willans 
July 21. paid to Joseph Smith 
» 24. A person a treat 
spent for Drinkins 
two Locks 
for Drinkins 
Sep’ y* 4" two persons a treat 
paid to bengeman beamond for church work 
Oct. y* 2. paid for bred and wine 
paid for porch footing 
turnpike 
Oct. 14. paid at Leeds Visitations 
»» 13. paid at a quarter meeting 
» 18. paid at rearing porch 
»» 18. paid John Taubet for cramps 
»» 20. spent on the reets 
3 G7. tor, hare 
the same time for naill for fals roof 
Oct. 27. at the finishing of porch spend 
»» 30. a person a treat 
»» 9 paid ringers wages 
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* The usual fee for a sermon from a strange parson was one shilling and hospitality. 
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spent on the ringers same time 
oyl and white Leed for Drawing 
for ca[n]dles for ringers 
Nov. 5. spent on ringers 
», 20. paid Joseph Chadwick 
spent on Singers 
mesering porch, Spent 
paid Joshua Willans mason 
paid Joseph hall mason 
paid Thomas Man 
Dec. 14. paing the workmen spent 
crampin at top of Steple 
an Almanack 
for wine Dec. y® 24 paid 
for mending a Lock and a Key for Church yats 
for mending bels and staying February y* 2 
a new person a treat February y* 26 
allowed the ringers the same 
asesment writing 
for parchment paid 
for bred for the Sacrament 
for wine at easter, paid 
paid to ringers 
paid to Thos. Man for Regester writing 
paid clark 
paid Joseph Moubray 
paid Joseph Chadwick 
paid for 2 foumords to Thomas Hardy, Ap* 9™ 
for bas : for the Communion floor and gooin for’tt 
April 30. a person a treat 
for wine May y* 13. paid. 
at coch for wine 
for bread for the Secerament 
paid to Joseph hall, gardener 
A person a treat, May y* 21 
A person a treat July y* 2 
A quarter meeting, paid 
Joshua blakley, Tho. Man, paid 
paid at Wakfield July 27. Visitation 
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The Chantry Chapel of the Coplevs of Batlev Wall. 
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John Healey was churchwarden in 1732, and so pleased 
were the parishioners with the manner in which he performed 
his duties, that at a meeting of the leading inhabitants, it was 
resolved as follows: 


We whose names are hereunder subscribed do unanimously agree 
that if John Healey our pressent Church-Warden is willing and do 
stand Church-Warden y* year Ensuing he shall be entirely exempt 
from the office of Constable. As witness our hands this 27" day of 
‘March Anno Domini 1733 

Tho: Thompson 
jon. Taylor 
Timothy Brooke 
Jam* Scholefield 
W”® Chadwick 


Chantry Chapels. 
The Chantry of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


ay foundation deed of the chantry chapel of “ Our Lady” 
which bears date the 8th June, 1334, says that the 
founder, Adam de Oxenhoppe, Lord of Batley, having erected 
at his own expense an oratory in honour of the Virgin Mary, 
adjoining the nave of Batley Church, founded therein “a chantry 
for my soul anc the soul of my wife Margery and for the soul 
of my father Robert and my mother Matilda, William of 
Copley, Jolin, William, and Thomas, and for the souls of Sir 
John de ‘Thornhill, of his son Brian, of Thomas de Thornton, 
his wife Ellen, of John de Maningham, and the souls of my 
brothers, sisters, relatives, and all my benefactors.” 


The screen round the chapel belongs to the latter part of 
the 16th century, and was, I think, erected in the place of an 
earlier or decorated screen, destroyed during the Reformation 
period. In the first half of this century a portion of the screen 
was broken and restored by the churchwardens in cast iron. 
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There are no monuments in this chapel to record the 
death and virtues of its now silent occupiers, but there are a 
series of interesting shields with arms on the screen, which 
tell of the earlier members of the Copley family during the 
most eventful period of their lengthy residence in the parish. 


The first shield at the east end of the chancel is plain. 


The second is the Copley arms :—<Argent, a cross moline 


sable. 


The third, Copley impaled with Hutton ?—Argent on a 
chevron sable, a wolf's head couped between two Talbots of the field. 
A copy of this shield in painted glass was preserved at Batley 
Hall, and is now in the possession of the writer. 


This shield refers to John Copley, the son and heir of 
Adam de Copley de Oxenhoppe, the founder of the chantry, 
whose daughter-in-law Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John 
Harrington, and second wife of his son, Sir Richard Copley, 
was on the 5th of May, 1465, allowed to have an oratory 
within her manor of Batley. 


The fourth shield :—Copley impaled with Thwaits, Argent 
on a fess sable, between three fleur-de-lis gules, as many besants. 
This coat of arms was also in a window in Harewood church 
on the visitation in 1585. 


The Copley represented by the fourth shield was Lionel, 
son of the last mentioned Sir Richard Copley, and great grand- 
son of Adam de Copley, the founder. He married Jane, 
daughter of Thomas Thwaites of Lofthouse, and died in 1508, 
and was interred in the “church garth of Batley.” 


The eighth shield, Copley impaled with Pigott :—Sask 
three pickaxes argent. This was John Copley, son of Lionel] 
Copley. He married Agnes or Anne, daughter of Sir Geoffrev 
Pigott, of Clotherham, near Ripon, county of York, one of the 
richest knights in Yorkshire, possessing estates in more than 
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fifty townships, including Heckmondwike, Gomersall, Birstall, 
Birkenshaw, &c. Dame Margaret Pigott, the widow of Sir 
Geoffrey Pigott, by her will proved 17th December, 1485, 
bequeathed to her “Son Copley a yok of oxen and his wif a 
payre of doubill shetes, a vestment of bordalissaunder, the 
chales and the altar clothis.” The vestment, chalice, and altar 
cloths were probably used in the private chapel at Batley Hall, 
also the bordalissaunder, which was a kind of chest in which 
the vestments were kept when not in use. , The testator also 
left her grandson, John Copley, twenty marcs “to fynd him 
at Scole.” 


John Copley died in 1508. His will was proved January 
gth, in the same year, and by it he desired his body “to be 
buryed in the church garth of Batley next my fader and 
moder, and my best horse with the harnesse to be my mortuary 
which I rode daly.” “To the hye aulter for tythynge forgotten 
ij’ and iiij’”’ “To one christ making on Easter daie in the 
morning to the sepulchre iij’ and iii” Previous to the 
Reformation it was a custom in many churches to construct an 
Easter* Sepulchre in a recess in the wall on the north side of 
the chancel near the altar. They were generally made of 
wood, but several churches still contain permanent stone 
structures. The figure or crucifix was placed in the sepulchre 
with great solemnity on Good Friday, and continually watched 
from that time till Easter-day, when, during a solemn special 
service with high ritual, it was taken out and placed upon the 
altar. 


“Within the Abbye Church of Durham, upon Good 
Friday, there was marvelous solemne service, in the which 
service time, after the Passion was sung, two of the eldest 
monkes did take a goodly large crucifix all of gold, of the 
picture of our Saviour Christ, nailed uppon the crosse.—The 
service beinge ended, the two monks did carrye it to the 


* For a full account of the Easter sepulchre, see Archeologia, vol. xlii., page 263. 
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Sepulchre with great reverence (which Sepulchre was sett upp 
in the morninge on the north side of the quire, nigh to the 
High Altar, before the service time) and there lay it within the 
said Sepulchre with great devotion.” * 


The following are extracts from the Rubrics of the 
Sarum Missal, relating to the order of the service on Good 
Friday, when the crucifix was solemnly deposited in the 
sepulchre in Batley church, as was the custom in most parish 
churches in England. 


“ Vespers being ended, let the Priest put off his chasuble; and, 
taking with him one of the superiors, in surplices, both with bare feet, 
let him replace the Cross in the Sepulchre, together with the Lord’s 
Body in the pyx ; himself beginning alone the RZ., J am counted as one 
of them, 3c. V., Thou bast laid Me, &c. Both genuflecting at the 
beginning, and then rising. nd so with the next R7., let the Choir 
take it up and go on with its V., and kneel to the end of the Service. 


‘« Then the sepulchre having been censed and the door shut, let the 
Priest begin the RZ., The Lord being buried, and the Choir sing the 
rest with its \ The sepuichre was sealed ; rolling a stone to the door, Sec. 


“At each of these three Ant. let the aforesaid Priests kneel 
continuously. Let the Priests begin the Ant. Jv peace ; and the Choir 
go on, / will lay me down. Also the Priest Ant. 4 Salem; Choir, Js 
His tabernackle, The Priest Ant. My flesh; Choir, Shall rest in hope. 


“From that time one wax candle at the least shall burn continually 
before the Sepulchre until the Procession on Easter Day, &c. 


“On Easter Day before mass and ringing of bells, let the clergy 
assemble at church, and let all the lights be lit throughout the church, 
Let two of the upper grade, with Candle-bearers, Thurifier, and Clergy 
around them, go to the sepulchre, and after censing it with great 
veneration, i.e, genuflecting, place the Lord’s Body on the Altar, 
Then let them take the Cross again out of the sepulchre, and let the 
one of highest grade begin, Christ being raised. 

“Then let all the bells be rung together and let the Procession go 
through the quire by the S, of the presbytery with the Cross borne 
with veneration on their arms, with Thurifier and Candle-bearers, 
going out by N. door of presbytery, Choir following. 


® Rites of Durham. 
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‘The Lord’s Body, which has been placed on the Altar in pyx, is 
committed to the care of the Sub-Treasurer, who suspends it in the 
tabernacle.* 


The following is from English Church Furniture, at the 
Period of the Reformation, edited by Mr. E. Peacock, F.s.a. : 

“ The original form of the sepulchre was that of a small arched 
recess in the north wall of the chancel, but in later times the design 
was developed with many ornaments and symbolical details, some with 
soldiers watching the sepulchre, and high above, the figure of our Lord 
arising from the Tomb.” 


The fifth shield :--Copley, impaled with Nevile,—<Argent 
a saltire gules, over all a label of three points. ‘These are the 
arms borne by the Neviles of Liversedge. I have not been 
able to obtain direct proof of a marriage between the head of 
the Copley family at Batley, and a daughter of the house of 
Nevile of Liversedge. No pedigree of either family in the 
Visitations show such a marriage. Whitaker says there was at 
one time an impalement of Copley and Nevile in a window in 
the chapel. John Copley, son of John and grandson of Lionel 
Copley, whose arms are impaled with Stapleton on shield 
No. 6, it is evident, by his will, had two wives, both of 
whom predeceased him. It is probable his first wife was a 
Nevile and died young leaving no issue, this view is confirmed 
by the fact of the shields adjoining each other, and the 
reference to the Nevile arms in the window of the chantry. 
There is also further evidence that John Copley did marry a 
Nevile of Liversedge; in the will of George Nevile of High 
Popplewell, proved 2oth April, 1578, in which he bequeaths 
to his “ cosinge Averay Copley my dogg caulled Companyon 
with a newe Carlill slipp and a coller with a mayne come.” 
Averay Copley, was the eldest son of John Copley, but whether 
by his first wife, a Nevile of Liversedge, or his second wife, a 
Stapleton of Wighill, is uncertain, all the pedigrees give the 
latter as the only marriage. 


® This service, with other innovations, was abolished at the Reformation. 
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George Nevile was probably a younger son of a brother 
of Sir Robert Nevile of Liversedge, who was attainted for high 
treason in 1569, if so, John Copley’s first wife would be a 
sister of Sir Robert Nevile. 


Shield No. 6 :—Copley impaled with Stapleton of Wighill. 
Argent, a Lion rampant sable. This was John Copley, son of 
John Copley and Anne his wife, and grandson of Lionel 
Copley, the same as on shield No. 5. He married Margaret, 
daughter of Sir Bryan Stapleton of Wighill, and died 7th April, 
1543. By his will he desired his “ bodie to be buried befor the 
Altare in the quere of oure Ladie of the south side of the 
Church of Batteley aforesaide, with suche obsequies ceremones 
and service as shalbe thought then requysitt and convenynent.” 
“To the Curate of the saide Churche of Batteley for my tythes 
and oblacions forgotten ij.” “xl°....to the powere folks 
dwellinge in the pishe of Battley at the howses and dwellinge 
places, every suche houshoulde a part of the same accordinge to 
the pouerty and nomber of folks therin.” “To Sir John 
Bowar xx’, and further that the said Sir John Bower shall have 
his chamber with meite and drinke, convenyent in Batteley 
Hall beforesaide, to pray for my soull, &c.” The executors 
‘shall appointe one honest prest by ther discressions, and pay 
hyme iiij" a yere duringe fyve yeres, to singe for the soules of 
me, my wives and myne anncestors, and all christen soules within 
thafforsaide quere of our ladie in the Church of Batteley.” “I 
give and bequeath to the saide Averey my sone, my chales of 
silver with all other ornaments, books, and vestiments belonginge 
to the altare and chapell at my saide house of Batley Hall, and 
all other things necessary for the same now remaynynge in 
the same Chapell.” “Also I give and bequeath to the saide 
Edwarde Halley, my advowsome of one Chauntrie, founded 
and erected in the honor of our ladie in the south side of the 
pishe churche of Batteley aforsaide, when it shall fall after the 
decese of Sir Willm. Utley, nowe beinge in the same.” 
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These coats of arms bring the matches made by the 
Copleys down to the year 1543, and from the style of the 
screen I believe it was erected by John Copley, whose arms are 
impaled with Stapletons, or by his son Averay Copley. 


Names of Priests serving the Chantry of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
Batley Church, extracted from the Archbishop of York's Register 
by M. Sheard, 1888. 
Instituted Name Presented by Died or Resigned 


Aug’ 1336. W™de Kerlynghowe Adam de Oxenhope 
1374. Rob‘ Fox* 


Feb’ 13, 1406. Sir Jno. Walker Archb: by lapse 
» 27,1414. John Walker a 
Apl. 25, 1426. Sir Ric. Tyngill Prior of Bolton Died 
May 9, 1435. Sir John Spencer aa he Resigned 
» 14,1443. Sir W™ Johnson ¥5 5 3 
Oct. 4, 1453. Sir John Foxe » » Died 
July 28, 1461. Sir W™ Clarkson 5 5 55 
Jany. 4, 1509. Sir W™ Gryme - oS Resigned 


Dec. 23, 1510. Sir Jno. Townende - % 
»» 13,1520. Sir W" Huntley or Prior and Con- 
Utley — vent of Bolton 


The chantry is valued in the Vasr Ecclestasticus at 


£3 3s. per annum, derived from land and tenements at Woder- 
som in Batley. 


Died 


The Prior of Bolton, who succeeded to the advowson of 
the chantry on the death of the founder, appears to have taken 
little interest in the chantry, as he allowed two appointments to 
be made by the Archbishop by lapse. Afterwards the Prior 
exercised the right of presentation until the dissolution of that 
monastery, when John Copley acquired it. He died, however, 
without having had the opportunity of exercising his right of 


" Copied from a deed made in 1374. 
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presentation. Sir William Utley or Huntley was the priest at 
the time of the dissolution of Bolton Priory, and he either died 
or resigned, for on the dissolution of the chantries in the reign 
of Edward VI., one John Clewlande was the chantry priest, 
and received a pension of £2 175. per annum. 


The endowment was confiscated by the King, but the 
chapel remained the property of the Copley family, now 
represented by the Earl of Wilton. During the time it was 
in possession of the Prior and Convent, I believe not a single 
interment of the Copley family took place therein, but from 
that period to the death of Edward Copley in 1716, it was 
used as the burial place for the family residing at the Hall, and 
interments have been traced within three feet of the floor. 


The endowment of the chantry is described in the Valor 
Ecclesiasticus thus: 
Cantar’ B’te Marie in Eccl’ia 


Ib’m., (Batley church) 
Will’m’s Otley incumb’ 


Cantar’ ib’m valet in. £ 5. d, 

Redd’ & firm’ terr’ & tent’ in Wodersom p anni Ixiij 
Sm* valoris p3. Q’clar’ Valet. 
X™* ps inde vy ie’? 


Whitaker, in his Lotdis and Elmete says, “in the window 
of the south choir were many repetitions of the arms of 
Copley with their several impalements, and particularly Nevile, 
Pigot, and Thwaits, with this inscription, ‘ Orate pro bono 
Atatw Johis Coplay qui hance fenestram fieri fecerunt 2°. Dom. 
MCCCCXVI.” He then suggests that the date is a mistake 
and should be 1496. I am of opinion that Whitaker is wrong, 
and that the date 1416 is correct. John Coplay, son-of Adam 
de Batley, de Copley, de Oxenhope, executed in 1391 a will 
or deed in favour of his wife Margaret, and it is probable this 
window or part of it was erected soon after his death, as the 
next of that name died in 1508. 
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Ordinacio (antarie in Capella beate Marie contigua 
Ecclesie de Bateley? 


Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis ad quos presenter littere 
pervenerint Willelmus permissione divina Ebor’ Archiepiscopus Anglie 
primas Salutem in sinceris amplexibus Salvatoris. Pietatis operibus deo 
grata et aliis salutis commoda producturis dignum est nos favorabiles 
exhibere ut bonorum coaductores effecti reddamur divine gracie aptiores 
attendentes itaque quod dilectus filius Adam de Oxenhoppe diligenter 
advertens quod transit mundus et concupiscencia ejus ac intendens 
propter hoc ea seminare in terris que cum multiplicato fructu recolligere 
valeat in excelsis sicque terrena incelestia et transitoria in eterna felici 
commercio commutare deo et beate Marie virgini et omnibus sanctis 
ac capelle ejusdem virginis gloriose quam navi ecclesia de Bateley nostre 
dioceseos contiguam construi fecit dominoque Willelmo de Kerlinghow 
capellano in ipsa capella suo perpetuo celebraturo de suis possessionibus 
et facultatibus sufficientem et perpetuam dederit per cartam suam et 
concesserit porcionem, cujus carte et eciam ordinacionis super ipsa 
cantarla facte tenor sequitur in hec verba. In dei nomine amen 
Omnibus Christi fidelibus tam presentibus quam futuris Adam de 
Oxenhoppe Salutem in eo qui est salus omnium et in se sperancium 
refugium singulare Mundi fallax et vana gloria de quo eeclesiastes 
vanitas vanitatum et omnia vanitas oblectament’ hujus caducis et vanis 
transactis temporibus ultra quam operteret meum ut fateor animum 
occupavit dum terrena felicitate extecatus in agibilibus mundi frivoli et 
fugitivis delectatus sum secundum quod etas juvenilis assolet et utitur 
diu si modo in subjectis quamobrem ad instare apostoli dicentis cum 
essem parvulus sapiebam ut parvulus cum autem factus sum vir 
evacuavi ea que erant parvuli puerilia que exercui opitulante domino 
jam vir factus evacuare disposui ac talia imminencia precavenda peri- 
cula abque hoc sementis tempore proficui seminare quod veniens 
cum exultacione metere valeam in futurum. Hine est quod uni- 
versitatem vestram scire volo me Adam de Oxenhoppe predictum de 
licencia et assensu illustrissimi domini nostri Regis Anglie reverendi 
domini domini Willelmi de Melton’ Ebor’ Archiepiscopi Anglie 
primatis et nobilis viri Briani de Thornhill’ in nomine patris et filii 
et spiritus sancti dedisse concessisse et hac presenti carta mea confir- 


® Archbishop's Register, B. ix., f 201. 


is) 
o 
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masse deo et beate Marie et omnibus sanctis ac capella prelibati 
virginis quam in contiguo ecclesie de Bateley in honore Annuncia- 
tionis ejusdem Virginis gloriose construi feci dominoque Willelmo de 
Kerlinghow capellano nunc in eadem capella suo perpetuo celebraturo 
duas bovatas terre et triginta solidatas redditus in Bateley cum pratis 
pascuis boscis pasturis moris et omnibus aliis pertinentiis Tenendum 
et habendum eidem capellano et successoribus suis capellanis divina 
singulis diebus profuturis temporibus 1 in capella predicta pro anima mea 
et anima Marjorie uxoris mei et pro animabus Roberti patris mei et 
Matildis matris mee Willelmi de Coppeley Johannis Willelmi Thome 
fratrum et animabus domini Johannis de Thornhill’ Briani filii ejus 
Thome de Thornton’ et Elene uxoris ejus Johannis de Manyngham’ 
et animabus fratrum sororum parentum et omnium benefactorum 
meorum et animabus quorum bona male adquisivi et animabus omnium 
fidelium defunctorum celebraturis de capitalibus dominis feodi per ser- 
vicia inde debita et consueta imperpetuum. Quas quidem bovatad terre 
triginta solidatas redditus una cum suis pertinentiis de licencia dicti 
domini nostri Regis Anglie illustris et prefati Briani de cujus dominio 
dicta tenementa existunt ad sustentacionem dicti capellani et succes- 
sorum suorum capellanorum divina perpetuo celebraturum in capella 
predicta mortificari procuravi pro ut in cartis ipsorum domini Regis et 
Briani mihi inde factis plenius continetur. Et volo quod capellanus qui 
in eadem ecclesia capella celebrare debebit per me (meo perpetuo) dicto 
domino Archiepiscopo qui pro tempore fuerit vel ejus locum tenenti 
presentetur. Et post decessam meum per dominum priorem de Bolton 
et successores suos presentabitur ad eandem cantariam cum vacaverit 
dicto domino Archiepiscopo vel ejus locum tenenti et idem dominus 
Archiepiscopus vel ejus locum tenens ipsum presentatum legittime ad 
eandem cantariam admittere teneatur et in forma juris instituere in dicta 
capella perpetuo celebraturum. Modum autem ingressus dicti capellani 
in capellam et cantariam predictas et qualiter se habebit capellanus qui 
pro tempore fuerit in eadem sic duximus seriosius exprimend’ videlicet 
quod ipso per me sive per prefatum dominum priorem vel successores 
suos post decessum meum presentato ut premittitur ad cantariam et per 
dictum dominum Archiepiscopum vel locum ejus tenentem admisso 
coram eodem domino Archiepiscopo vel locum ejus tenente prestabit 
in continenti ad sancta dei Evangelia corporaliter juramentum se in 
dicta capella suo perpetuo residere debere seque ornamenta munimenta 
vestimenta calices utensilia terras res redditus et omnia alia ad dictam 
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cantariam assignata vel imposterum assignanda et que prefatus dominus 
Willelmus de Kerlynghow in ingressu suo in dictam capellam a me et 
omnes successores sui post decessum meum a vicario dicte ecclesie qui 
pro tempore fuerit per indenturam recipient cujus una pars penes 
dictum vicarium alia vero penes dictum capellanum et ejus successores 
et tercia pars penes me et post decessum meum penes dictum dominum 
Priorem et successores suos remanebit. Quem quidem vicarium custo- 
diam dictarum capelle et cantarie cum ornamentis libris munimentis et 
omnibus aliis superius contentis absque aliquo inde capiendo amovendo 
vel retinendo tempore cujuslibet vacacionis sub ipso domino priore 
habere volo bene fideliter et honeste toto tempore suo pro viribus con- 
servare et nullatenus alienare inpignorare distrahere aut distrahi alienari 
vel inpignorari dimittere sed cum dicta ornamenta capelle predicte 
refectione indignerint ea suis sumptibus sufficienter faciat reparari volo 
etiam quod in eadem capella singulis ebdomadis anni die dominica 
missam celebret dominicalem die Lune missam de beatis Angelis et 
Archangelis diebus Martis Mercurii et Veneris pro anima mea et 
animabus omnium predictorum diebus vero Jovis et Sabbati celebret de 
beata dei genetrice predicta Liceat tamen eidem capellano aliqii in festis 
solempnibus et aliis diebus ex causa necessitatis et alia causa legittima de 
Sancto Spiritu et aliis officiis prout expedire viderit celebrare et in 
singulis his missis memoriam mei faciat specialem et pro animabus pre- 
dictorum Marjorie Roberti Matildis Willelmi Johannis Willelmi 
Thome Johannis Briani Thome Ellene et Johannis et omnium fidelium 
vivorum et defunctorum prout se exigit generalem. Volo insuper et 
constituo quod singulis diebus in dicta capella juxta modum et formam 
superius prenotatam fideliter et sine fraude celebrabit ita videlicet quod 
per decem dies continuos a dicta celebracione nullatenus cessabit nisi 
causa legitima impediatur. Volo etiam quod caste et sobrie se habeat 
ac devote prout deus sibi inspiraverit omni suo tempore quodque horas 
suas canonicas cum officio mortuorum singulis diebus feriatis qi dicen- 
dum fuerit hujusmodi officium fideliter dicat et distincte cum commen- 
dacione et oracionibus competentibus ac premissa nisi infirmitate aut 
alia causa racionabili impediatur ad hee volo quod per dies septem a 
dicta cantaria absque causa racionabili et evidentissima dictam cantariam 
tangente nisi a dicto domino Priore vel ejus locum tenente licenciatus 
fuerit se non absentabit. Volo etiam si prefatus Willelmus qui nunc est 
vel successor ejus quiscunque qui pro tempore fuerit ordinaciones meas 
predictas vel aliquam predictarum non observaverit si de incontinencia 
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furto rapina pernicio legitime convictus fuerit si suspensionem irregu- 
laritatem mutilacionem membrorum quibus ab execucione ordinis 
sacerdotalis perpetuo sit privatus. Volo etiam quod singulis diebus 
dominicis ac aliis festivis horis canonicis in ecclesia parochiali predicta 
idem capellanus dum potens fuerit intersit nisi causa legitima impediatur 
volo etiam quod capellanus quiscunque qui pro tempore in capella 
hujusmodi celebraverit liber sit ne astrictus precept’ Rectori sive vicario 
de Bateley nisi in hiis dumtaxat que de jure vel consuetudine requi- 
rentur, et quod omnia premissa juxta modum et formam premissam 
exequatur et perficiat ita tamen quod ecclesie parochialis predicte preju- 
dictum dempnum seu gravamen nullatenus inferat seu inferri procuret 
sed permitto quod de voluntate sua libera ipsum vicarium quatenus 
poterit bono modo subportet et predictam ecclesiam adjuvet et faciat 
quod opportunum fuerit erga illa. Nolo tamen si absque sui dolo vel 
culpa tali infirmitate sed impedimento preveniatur quod celebrare non 
possit quod eadem causa privetur vel amoveatur aut alium ad hoc 
invenire compellatur sed sic suo perpetuo remaneat orans et faciens 
quod boni poterit pro anima mea et animabus omnium predictorum si 
vero processu temporis post decessum meum predictus prior qui pro 
tempore fuerit vel successores sui vacante dicta cantaria eidem cantarie 
de ydoneo sacerdote infra quadraginta dies post obitum capellani qui 
ultimo celebraverit in eadem capella non providerit ipso facto ea vice 
suam presentacionem amittant ad eandem et jus providendi de capellano 
hujusmodi ad ipsum dominum Archiepiscopum Ebor’ qui pro tempore 
fuerit vel locum ejus tenentem devolvatur ea vice et in ipsius domini 
Archiepiscopi et ejus locum tenentis defectu si non contingat eos infra 
temporis eis competens de jure eidem cantarie de ydoneo sacerdote 
providere jus provisionis hujusmodi ad Decanum et Capitulum Ebor’ 
ea vice devolvatur. Et volo quod in singulis visitacionibus Archie- 
piscopalibus ipse dominus Archiepiscopus vel suum locum tenens 
‘ipsum capellanum et capellam una cum rebus et ornamentis supra- 
dictis visitet supervideat et omnia ac singula ad sustentacionem dicte 
cantarie collata et imposterum conferenda. Et si in persona dicti 
capellani vel rebus ad dictam cantariam pertinentibus defectus invenerit 
in illis debitam correccionem apponat. Hoc idem faciat dictus dominus 
Prior quocienscunque viderit expedire volo et injungo et precipio capel- 
lanis meis in eadem capella perpetuo celebraturis quod hanc meam 
cartam singuli eorum suis temporibus in publicam scripturam apertam 
et intelligibilem redactam quociens vetustate vel alio casu fortuito con- 
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sumpta vel mutilata fuerit faciant fideliter copiari et in ipsa capella 
super unam tabulam clavis affixam in publico et patenti loco dependi ut 
ad perpetuam rei memoriam res hujusmodi sic gesta fuisse omnibus 
intuentibus agnoscatur et in singulis suis articulis conservetur [illesa] 
Volo insuper quod carte mee donacionis et concessionis duplex fiat 
indentata sigillo predicti domini Archiepiscopi et meo signata quarum 
una penes capellanum qui in dicta capella ut premittitur celebrabit per- 
petuis temporibus remanebit alia penes me et post decessum meum in 
predicti domini Prioris remanebit custodia perpetuis temporibus ut pre- 
mittitur conservanda ut emergentibus controversiis vel periculis quod 
absit aliquibus temporibus contra illa remeduum ac mei hujusmodi 
voluntatis certitudo facilius inveniatur, Et ut hec mea donacio con- 
cessio et confirmacio perpetuis temporibus firma stabilis et inconcussa 
permaneat ipsam sigilli mei appensione feci muniri. His testibus 
domino Johanne de Eland’ domino Briano de Thornhill’ militibus, 
Adam de Hopton’ Johanne de Calverlay Johanne de Bolling. Dat® 
apud Bateley die Sancti Luce Evangeliste Anno domini Millesimo ccc” 
Tricesimo quarto. Nos Willelmus permissione divina Ebor’ Archie- 
piscopus Anglie primas supradictus exhibitis coram nobis carta domini 
nostri Regis ac literis Religiosorum virorum Prioris et Conventus 
Monasterii Sancti Oswaldi ecclesiam de Bateley in usus proprios opti- 
nencium ac vicarii perpetui ejusdem ecclesie una cum scripto domini 
Briani de Thornhill’ militis super licencia consensu et assensu domini 
Regis, Prioris et Conventus, vicarii et domini Briani de Thornhill’ 
predictorum prestitis et adhibitis in hac parte et hujusmodi cantariam 
in capella predicta perpetuo faciendam memorantibus, quarum tenores 
per ordinem subsequuntur. Edwardus dei gracia Rex Anglie Dominus 
Hibernie et Dux Acquitanie omnibus ad quos presentes litere per- 
venerint salutem. Licet de communi consilio regni nostri statutum sit 
quod non liceat viris religiosis seu aliis ingredi feodum alicujus ita quod 
ad manum mortuam deveniat sine licencia nostra et capitalis domini de 
quo res illa inmediate tenetur ad requisicionem tamen dilecti et fidelis 
nostri Johannis de Nevill’ concessimus et licenciam dedimus pro nobis 
et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est Ade de Bateley quod ipse 
duas boyatas terre et triginta solidatas redditus cum pertinentiis in 
Bateley dare possit et assignare cuidam capellano divina singulis diebus 
in ecclesia parochiali omnium sanctorum de Bateley pro anima ipsius 
Ade et animabus antecessorum et heredum suorum ac omnium fidelium 
defunctorum celebraturo, Habendum et tenendum eidem capellano et 
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successoribus suis capellanis divina singulis diebus in ecclesia predicta 
pro animabus predictis celebraturis imperpetuum et eidem capellano 
quod ipse terram et redditum predictos cum pertinentiis a prefato 
Adam recipere possit et tenere sibi et successoribus suis predictis im- 
perpetuum sicut predictum est tenore presentium similiter licenciam 
dedimus specialem. Nolentes quod predictus Adam vel heredes sui aut 
prefatus capellanus seu successores sui racione statuti predicti per nos 
vel heredes nostros inde occasionentur in aliquo seu graventur salvis 
tamen capitalibus dominis feodi illius serviciis inde debitis et consuetis. 
In cujus rei testimonium has literas nostras fieri fecimus patent. Teste 
me ipso apud Ebor’ terciodecimo die Decembris Anno regni nostri sexto, 
Pateat universis per presentes quod nos ffrater Johannes Prior Monas- 
terii Sancti Oswaldi et ejusdem loci Conventus concessimus dilecto nobis 
in Christo Ade de Hoxenhoppe domino de Bateley quod dominus 
Willelmus de Karlinghow capellanus et ipsius successores pro predicto 
Adam et progenitoribus ac heredibus suis licite possint divina celebrare 
in oratorie illo quod ipse Adam sumptibus construxit navi ecclesie 
nostre de Bateley contiguo. Ita tamen quod dictus Willelmus et suc- 
cessores sui antequam cantariam illam incipiant prestent corporale 
sacramentum tactis sacrosanctis evangeliis quod nos et monasterium 
nostrum ac ecclesiam nostram de Bateley predictam occasione cantarie 
predicte conservabunt indempnes. In cujus rei testimonium parti 
hujus scripti indentati penes dictum Adam residenti sigillum nostrum 
commune est appensum, Alteri vero parti nobis remanenti supradictus 
Adam suum apposuit sigillum. Dat’ apud Sanctum Oswald vilj die 
mensis Aprilis anno domini m’ccc™® xxvitj"* Pateat universis per pre- 
sentes quod ego Willelmus perpetuus vicarius ecclesie de Bateley Ebor’ 
dioc’ concessi quantum in me est dilecto mihi in Xst6 Ade de Oxen- 
hoppe domino de Bateley heredibus et successoribus suis quod dominus 
Willelmus de Kerlinghow capellanus et successores sui universi qui pro 
anima ipsius Ade et animabus omnium predictorum divina perpetuo 
sunt celebraturi possint in ecclesia de Bateley predicta in capella quam 
idem Adam sumptibus suis propriis construxit in contiguo ejusdem 
ecclesie sine impedimento seu contradictione aliqua mei seu successorum 
meorum pro voluntate sua celebrare. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum 
meum presentibus est appensum. Dat’ apud Bateley viij die mensis 
Juni anno domini m’ccc®? xxxiiij Noverint universi me Brianum de 
Thornhill’ militem concessisse et licenciam dedisse Ade de Oxenhoppe 
quod ipse unum messuagium duas bovatas terre et triginta solidatas 
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redditus cum pertinentiis in Batelay que tenet de me ut parcella 
manerii sui de Bateley dare possit et assignare Willelmo de Kerlinghow 
capellano tenend’ sibi et successoribus suis capellanis divina in ecclesia 
de Bateley imperpetuum celebraturis prout in carta domini Regis de 
licencia alienandi tenementa predicta continetur concessi etiam et licen- 
ciam dedi eidem Willelmo quod ipse tenementa predicta recipere possit 
et tenere sibi et successoribus suis predictis de dono predicti Ade statuto 
de terris et tenementis absque licencia dominorum feodi non ponendis 
edito non obstante. In cujus rei testimonium huic presenti scripto 
sigillum meum apposui. His testibus domino Johanne de Eland’ 
Johanne de Calverley Adam de Hopton’ Johanne de Bollyng Thoma 
de ffenton’ et aliis. Dat’ apud Bateley die Sabbati prox’ post festum 
Sancti Johannis Baptiste Anno domini Millesimo ccc” Tricesimo 
quarto omnia et singula supradicta prout continentur in serie ex certa 
sciencia acceptantur ipsa sic fieri debere et esse ac imperpetuum inviola- 
biliter observari ordinamus decernimus confirmamus ratificamus pro- 
nunciamus et eciam diffinimus expressius in hiis scriptis jure jurisdictione 
statu privilegio libertate et dignitate nostris successorum nostrorum et 
ecclesie nostre Ebor’ in omnibus semper salvis. In quorum omnium 
testimonium presentes literas sigilli nostri appensione fecimus commu- 
nire. Dat’ apud Cawode viij Id’ Novembris anno domini Millesimo 
ccc"® Tricesimo quarto Et pontificatus nostri decimo octavo. 


TRANSLATION. 


Ordinance of the (hantry in the Chapel of Blessed Mary, 
attached to the Church of Batley. 


To all sons of Holy Mother Church to whom these present 
letters may come, William, by divine providence Archbishop of York, 
primate of England, greeting, in the true fellowship of the Saviour. 
It is right that we should show ourselves favourable to works of piety, 
and others grateful to God and useful for promoting salvation, that 
as effectual prompters of good men we may by divine grace induce 
those already willing to be still more so, as in the case of our beloved 
son Adam de Oxenhoppe, who, carefully observing that the world 
passeth away and the lust thereof, and on this account determining to 
sow those things on earth which may enable him to reap an increased 
store in the heavens, and so by a happy trafficking to exchange earthly, 
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incelestial, and transitory things for eternal; to God and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and all the saints, the chapel of the said glorious Virgin, 
which is attached to the nave of Batley Church in our diocese, he 
caused to be built, and to Sir William de Kirlinghow, chaplain of 
the said chapel, he has given by will and from his possessions and goods 
granted a sufficient and perpetual portion that a celebration may be 
made for him in perpetuity. 

The will and ordinance concerning the said chantry is as follows :— 

In the name of God, amen. To all the faithful in Christ, as well 
present as future, Adam de Oxenhoppe greeting, in Him who is the 
strength of all and in Himself the only Refuge of the hopeful. False 
and vain is the glory of the world, as in Ecclesiastes, vanity of vanities 
all is vanity, the pleasures of which occupied my mind in fleeting and 
empty things more than they should have done, whilst I was engaged 
with earthly happiness and pleased with the passing business of a 
frivolous world as youth is wont to be, and indulged long ago in 
matters of which one may say with the apostle, when I was a child I 
thought as a child, but when I became a man I put away childish 
things, which things the Lord helping me I strive vigorously now I 
am a man to put away and to guard against threatening perils, and 
purpose on the contrary in the seed time to sow that which I may 
enjoy with exultation in the future. Hence it is 1 would have you 
universally know that I, the said Adam de Oxenhoppe, by licence of 
our most illustrious Lord King of England, of the Rev. Lord William 
de Melton, Archbishop of York, primate of England, and of the 
noble Brian de Thornhill, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost have given and granted by this present charter, and have 
confirmed to God and the Blessed Mary and all the Saints and to the 
chapel of the Virgin which I have caused to be built, attached to the 
church of Batley, in honour of the Annunciation of the same glorious 
Virgin ; and to Sir W. de Kerlinghow, now chaplain of the said chapel, 
for a celebration in perpetuity, two bovates of land and thirty shillings 
rent in Batley, with grazing meadows suitable for pasture, and with all 
other things pertaining thereto. 

To hold and to have by the said chaplain and his successors, to 
celebrate daily in the said chapel for my soul and the soul of Marjory 
my wife, and for the souls of Robert my father and Matilda my 
mother, of William de Coppeley, of John, William, and Thomas, my 
brothers, and for the souls of Sir John de Thornhill, of Brian his son, 
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of Thomas de Thornton and Elene his wife, of John de Manyngham, 
and for the souls of brothers, sisters, relations, and of all my bene- 
factors, and for the souls of any whose goods I have acquired wrong- 
fully, and for the souls of all the faithful dead. From the chief lords 
of the fief on account of services rendered due or customary for ever, 
I have procured two bovates of land and thirty shillings rent, each 
with its appurtenances, by licence of the said lord our illustrious King 
of England, and of the said Brian, in whose lordship the said tenements 
are situate, for the sustenance of the said chaplain and chaplains his 
successors, for celebration in perpetuity in the said chapel, as is more 
fully contained in the charters of the Lord the King and of Brian, 
made for me. I also will that the chaplain who in the said chapel shall 
celebrate for me in perpetuity shall be presented to the said Lord Arch- 
bishop for the time being or to his /ocum tenens, And after my decease 
he shall be presented by the Lord Prior of Bolton and his successors 
to the said chantry when it shall be vacant, to the said Lord Arch- 
bishop or his /ocum tenens, and when legally presented the Lord 
Archbishop or his /ocum tenens shall admit him to the said chantry, and 
in legal form institute him to the said chapel to celebrate continually. 
Moreover the mode of induction of the said chaplain into the said 
chapel and chantry and the manner in which the chaplain for the time 
being in the same shall conduct himself, we consider should be more 
carefully explained, viz. : that he being presented by me or by the said 
Lord Prior or his successors after my decease, to be appointed to the 
said chantry, and through the said Lord Archbishop or locum tenens 
admitted, in the presence of the said Lord Archbishop or his /ocum 
tenens, shall, while holding the holy Gospels of God, take oath that 
he will reside constantly in the said chapel and take charge of the 
ornaments, muniments, vestments, cups, utensils, lands, rents, and all 
other things bequeathed or to be bequeathed to the said chantry, and 
which the said William de Kerlynghow at his induction to the said 
chapel and his successors after my decease, from the Vicar of the said 
church for the time being by indenture shall receive, of which one 
copy shall remain in the possession of the said Vicar, another copy in 
the possession of the chaplain and his successors, and a third copy in 
my possession, and after my decease in possession of the said prior and 
his successors. 

The said Vicar during a vacancy to have the custody under the 
said Prior, of the said chapel and chantry, with ornaments, books, 
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muniments, with all other above-mentioned contents, without taking, 
removing, or retaining them in any other place whatever. I will that 
he well, faithfully, and honestly keep them to the best of his ability 
during the whole of his tenure, and in no way transfer, damage, or 
remove, or cause to be removed, or allow them to be injured ; but when 
the said ornaments of the said chapel shall be damaged he shall at his 
own cost cause them to be properly repaired. I will also that in the 
said chapel he shall weekly throughout the year on the Lord’s Day 
celebrate Mass; on Mondays, Mass of the Holy Angels and Arch- 
angels; on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, for my soul and for 
the souls of all aforementioned. On Thursdays and Saturdays he shall 
celebrate the Mass of the Holy Mother of God aforesaid. The said 
chaplain may, however, on solemn feast and other days in case of 
necessity, or for any legitimate cause from the Holy Spirit or on account 
of other offices, celebrate as may seem to him best, and in any of these 
masses he may do so for my special memory and for the souls of the 
aforesaid Marjory, Robert, Matilda, William, John, William, Thomas, 
John, Brian, Thomas, Elene, and John, and for all the faithful living 
and dead, as circumstances may require. I will, moreover, and ordain 
that he shall every day in the said chapel celebrate according to the 
manner and form stated, namely, he shall in no case cease the said cele- 
bration for ten successive days, unless prevented by some legitimate 
cause. I will also that he keep himself pure and sober, and devoted as 
God may all his time inspire him; that he also say distinctly and faith- 
fully his canonical hours with the office for the dead, and whatever office 
is appointed for all feast days, with commendation and proper prayers, 
unless he be prevented by infirmity or other reasonable cause. I will also 
that he shall not absent himself from the said chantry for seven days, 
unless for reasonable and very evident cause affecting the said chantry, 
without license from the said Lord Prior or his /ocum tenens. I will also 
that if the aforesaid William, who is now in office, or any of his successors 
shall not have observed my directions made or to be made, if he shall 
be legally convicted of incontinence, theft, plunder, or any pernicious 
act, if there be suspension, irregularity, or mutilation of members, 
by which he may be incapacitated for the sacerdotal office, he shall be 
for ever deprived. I will, moreover, that on every Sunday and other 
festivals the said chaplain shall, when he is able, take part in the 
canonical hours in the aforenamed parish church, unless he be hindered 
by legitimate cause. I will also that any chaplain who for the time 
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being shall in any way celebrate in the chapel, shall be free and not 
bound inconsiderately by the Rector or Vicar of Batley, only in those 
things at least which may be required by law or custom, and that he 
shall carry out and perform all things according to the prescribed 
manner and form, so that the said parish church shall in no way suffer 
prejudice nor damage, but I permit that of his own free will he may as 
far as he can help the said Vicar and assist the said church, and do that 
which shall be suitable to the same. On the other hand, if without any 
fraud or fault or like failure on his part, but from some impediment 
he may be prevented from celebrating, I do not will that he shall from 
_ this cause be deprived or removed or compelled to find another for this 
purpose, but that he remain for prayer, and to do that which may be 
for the benefit of my soul and the souls of those before mentioned. If, 
moreover, in process of time after my decease the said chantry shall be 
vacant, and the said Prior for the time being or his successors shall not 
provide a suitable priest within forty days after the death of the 
chaplain who last officiated in the said chapel, they shall, ipso facto, lose 
the presentation to the same for that turn, and pursuant to the law for 
providing chaplains, it shall devolve for that turn on the said Lord 
Archbishop of York for the time being or his /ocum tenens, and if from 
default of the said lord Archbishop and his /ocum tenens, it shall happen 
that they do not present a suitable priest for the said chapel within 
the time allowed by law, then by the Act for providing for the same, 
it shall devolve on the Dean and Chapter of York. 

And I will that on every Episcopal Visitation the said Lord 
Archbishop or his /ocum tenens shall visit and examine the said chaplain 
and chapel, and all and everything given or to be hereafter given for the 
maintenance of the said chapel. And if in the person of the said chaplain 
or in the things belonging to the said chantry he shall find any defect, 
he shall appoint that which shall be proper for their correction. This 
the said lord shall do. The prior for the time being shall see that it be 
carried out. And I will and enjoin and direct to my chaplains in the 
said chapel where celebration is to be made in perpetuity, that they shall 
each in his own time cause this my charter to be written plainly and 
intelligibly, and in case of age or from any accident it should be 
destroyed or mutilated, they shall faithfully copy it in the said chapel 
upon a plain tablet to be kept in some public and open place for a 
perpetual memorial of the same, and the thing to be done in such a 
manner as to be plain to all beholders, and in order that every article 
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of it may be observed. I will, moreover, that my charter of gift and 
concession be made in duplicate and sealed with the seal of the said 
Lord Archbishop, and also with my own, one copy to remain for all 
time in the possession of the chaplain, who shall celebrate in the said 
chapel as before stated, and the other copy shall remain in my possession, 
and after my decease in the custody of the said prior for ever, to be 
preserved, as set forth, that in emergencies, controversies, or perils 
which God forbid at any time, the exact meaning of my will may be 
the more easily found, and that this donation and concession and con- 
firmation may remain for all time valid, in force, and unbroken, I have 
secured it by appending this my seal, these being witnesses, Sir John de 
Eland, Sir Brian de Thornhill, Adam de Hopton, John de Calverley, 
John de Bolling. Dated at Batley on St. Luke the Evangelist Day in 
the year 1334. 

We, William, by Divine permission Archbishop of York, 
Primate of England, the aforesaid matters having been brought before 
us with the charter of our Lord the King and the letters of the 
religious Order the Prior and Convent of the Monastery of St. Oswald, 
for the use especially of those maintaining the church of Batley and 
of the perpetual Vicar of the said church, with one also written by Sir 
Brian de Thornhill, under licence, consent, and assent of the aforesaid 
lord King, of the Prior and Convent, of the Vicar, and of Sir Brian 
de Thornhill, executed and presented in this copy, and in this manner 
founding a commemoration chantry in the said chapel for ever, of 
which the particulars follow in order. 

Edward, by the Grace of God King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
and Duke of Aquitaine, to all those present whom this letter may 
reach, salutation. Although it be a Statute of the Common Council of 
our realm not to allow a Religious order to enter on any contract under 
penalty of mortmain, without our licence and that of the chief lord 
under whom the thing in question is immediately held, nevertheless, at 
the request of our well beloved and faithful John de Nevill, we give 
concession and licence for ourselves and our heirs as far as in us lies to 
Adam de Batley, to give two bovates of land and thirty shillings rent 
with all that pertain thereto in Batley, and to assign to the said chapel 
for a daily celebration in the Church of All Saints, for the soul of the 
said Adam and the souls of his ancestors and his heirs and of the 
faithful dead. We give to the said chaplain and to his successors to 
have and to hold that he may celebrate for the said souls in perpetuity, 
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and to the said chaplain that he be empowered to receive the said land 
and rent and their appurtenances from the said Adam, and to hold for 
himself and his successors for ever, as is stated in the course of these 
presents, we grant special licence. Not willing that the said Adam or 
his successors or the said chaplain or his successors by reason of the 
said statute should through us or our successors suffer in any way or 
be incommoded, and also to relieve the lords in chief of this contract, 
whether their services be due or customary, we issue these our letters, 

Witnessed by me at York on the 13 day of December, of our 
reign the 6th. 

Be it known to all by these presents, that we, brother John, Prior 
of the Monastery of St. Oswald and the Convent of the said place, 
concede to our beloved in Christ, Adam de Oxenhoppe, lord of Batley, 
that Sir William de Kerlinghow, chaplain, and his successors, shall for 
the said Adam and his progenitors and heirs be allowed to celebrate in 
the oratory which the said Adam at his own cost has built contiguous 
to the nave of our church of Batley. So that, moreover, the said 
William and his successors, before they enter on the said chantry, shall 
take an oath on the Holy Scriptures to hold us and our church of 
Batley indemnified from any damage to the said chantry. In witness 
whereof to the copy in the possession of the said Adam we have affixed 
our common seal. 

To the other copy in our possession the aforesaid Adam has affixed 
his seal. 

Dated at St. Oswald the eighth day of April, 1328. 

Be it known to all by these presents, that I, William, perpetual 
Vicar of the church of Batley, in the Diocese of York, have conceded 
as far as in me lies, to my beloved in Christ, Adam de Oxenhoppe, lord 
of Batley, to his heirs and successors, that Sir William de Kerlinghow 
and all his successors, who for the soul of the same Adam and for the 
souls of all the aforementioned are to celebrate, may be able to do so 
at his will in the church of Batley, in the said chapel which the same 
Adam has built at his own proper cost, attached to the said church, 
without hindrance or any contradiction from me or my successors. In 
witness of which to these presents my seal is appended. 

Dated at Batley the 8th day of June, a.d. 1334. 

Be it known to all men that I, Bryan de Thornhill, have conceded 
and given licence to Adam de Oxenhoppe to give one messuage, two 
bovates of land, and thirty shillings rent, with their appurtenances in 
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Batley, which he holds from me as a small part of his Manor of 
Batley, and to assign them to William de Kerlinghow, chaplain to 
himself and his successors, to celebrate for ever in the church of Batley, 
as is contained in the charter of the lord the King for the transfer of 
the said tenements. I have conceded also and given licence to the said 
William, that he may receive and hold the said tenements for himself 
and his said successors as the gift of the said Adam, agreeably with the 
statute de terris et tenementis absque licencia dominorum feodi non ponendis 
edito non obstante. In witness whereof I append to this present writing 
my seal. These being witnesses, Sir John de Eland, John de Calverley, 
Adam de Oxenhoppe, John de Bolling, Thomas de ffenton, and others. 

Dated at Batley, on the Saturday after the Feast of St. John 
Baptist, a.D. 1334. All and every of the above-named as in order 
arranged are of certain knowledge accepted, and that they be for ever 
inviolably observed we ordain, determine, confirm, ratify and define the 
same more expressly in these writings by legal statute, our privilege, 
liberty, and dignity, and that of our successors and our church of 
Batley being in all things secured. 

In witness all which, we issue these letters with our seal appended. 

Dated at Cawode, the 8th day of November, a.p. 1334, and of 
our pontificate the 18th. 


THE CHANTRY OF ST. -4NNE. 


i the year 1462 died Oliver Mirfield, of Howley Hall, Esq., 

a man of considerable estate, and by his will proved in 
the same year, directed his executors to find a priest to sing 
for a period of six years in his parish church, for his soul and 
all Christian souls. This is the earliest reference to the employ- 


ment of a priest by the family of Mirfield in Batley Church. 


Oliver Mirfield left one son, Sir William, and one daughter. 
Sir William Mirfield and Lady Anne his wife were the founders 
of this chantry. There is no foundation deed registered in the 
Archbishop of York’s registry, and the endowment was only 
legally settled by the will of his son, as mentioned hereafter. 


at ‘aS 
Sule 


Batley Church—The Chantry Chapel of the fMirfielvs of Wotoley. 


DEDICATED TO ST, ANNE, 


we 
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Sir William died in 1508, and by his will, dated 18 May, 1508, 
he bequeathed all his personal estate to Lady Anne, his wife, 
expressing his belief that she would strictly carry out his 
wishes, which she well understood. No mention is made of 
the chantry or a priest. 


William, the son of Sir William, succeeded his father at 
Howley. He married Katherine, the daughter of Sir James 
Harrington of Lancashire. An inquisition post mortem taken 
after her father’s death in the year 1499, describes her as the 
wife of William Mirfield of Howley, and as being of the age 
of fifty-two. William Mirfield died in 1520, his will being 
proved on the 2zoth December in the same year. By it he 
finally settles the endowment of the chantry, as the following 
extract shows : 


“T bequeath my soule to almyghtie god and to his blessed moder 
saynte Mary and to all the saynts of heven, and my body to be buried 
in my pish church of Batley or elles where it shall please almyghtie god 
I shall departe fro this wreched worlde. Also I bequeath to the high 
awter at Batley xx* for tythes and oblacons forgoten and not paide. Also 
I bequeath to the vicar of the same church my best beast in the name 
of my mortuarie. Also I will that a trentall of masses called saynte 
Gregory trentall be said for me the daie of my buriall. Also I will that 
a preste syng for me ther as it shall happen me to be buried by the space 
of vij yeres next after my decease, and he to haue for his labo" and 
exhibacon viij mares by yere .. . . I will that my saide feoffes shall 
make astate in fee of and in lands and tents. in Wedersom to the yerely 
valow of xx* by yere to thuse and behowe of Sir Thomas Batley nowe 
being my chauntre preste at Batley, and of his successors for eit 
Also I will that my said feoffes make estate to my chauntre preste of 
as much lands by yere as is gyven hyme lately by my Lady my moder, 
which is pcell of my wiff feoffment, to haue to hyme and to his suc- 
cessors chauntre prests for elt.” 


The endowment thus settled amounted, according to the 
Vaior Ecclesiasticus, to £3 125. per annum, derived from 
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L Ss. a. 

Land, tenements, &c., in Chickenley etBS ae ne 
p>) »” ” in Thornhill oO 8 fo) 

> ” ” in W odersom : I foure) 
£3 22: 19 


At this time Richard Blackborne was the chantry priest, 
and with the exception of that of Sir Thomas Batley, whose 
will was proved in 1524, I have found no other name to the 
time it was dissolved and the endowment confiscated by 
Edward VI. 


William Mirfield died without issue. Dame Katherine 
survived her husband, married Sir John Borowe, and died in 
1546. In her will, bearing date 3 October, 1546, and proved 
in February the same year, she directs her body to be buried in 
the parish church of Allhallows, Batley. She bequeaths to her 
cousin, Robert Harrington, the remainder of her term in the 
lease of the tithes in Morley; to the poor of Birstall and Dews- 
bury, each 1os.; to the poor of Mirfield and Woodkirke, each 
ss.; and £4 to be equally divided amongst forty of the poorest 
houses in Batley; and to her priest gos. at the day of her death, 
over and beside such wages as may be due to him at the same 
time. This priest was probably the last, for two years afterwards 
the chantry was seized by the king ; or the bequest might refer 
to a private chaplain, as I find one William Scolles, curate, and 
John Trynsmer, minister, were witnesses to the will. 


I believe Dame Katherine was the last interment of the 
Mirfields in the Chapel of St. Anne. The manor passed to the 
Wentworths of North Elmsall, by the marriage of Jane, the 
daughter of Oliver Mirfield, to Sir Thomas Wentworth; it was 
sold by them to Sir Francis Leek, and by him to Sir Robert 
Savile, and the chapel became the burial place of that family 
during their residence at Howley. I believe the last interment 
therein was James, the second Earl of Sussex, in 1671. 
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The two corbels in this chapel would be used, the one in 
the north wall, for a lamp or candle, and the one at the east end, 
near the altar, for the image of St. Anne, the mother of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, to whom the chapel is dedicated. 


The monumental tomb, with its effigies, represent the 
founders, Sir William Mirfield and his wife, Lady Anne Fitz- 
william, the knight in armour worn in the latter part of the 
15th century. On this tomb, Whitaker says, were four shields. 


First, Mirfield impaled with Savile. Several writers on 
the Savile family affirm this to be Oliver Mirfield and Isabel his 
wife, daughter of Sir John Savile, of Thornhill, by his wife 
Alice, daughter of Sir William Gascoigne; on what authority 
is not stated. It is a common practice for writers to copy 
printed pedigrees, and never to take the trouble to ascertain or 
prove their correctness; the consequence is that errors are 
continually propagated and repeated, and few of the pedigrees 
will bear the test of a strict comparison with the Wills at York 
and other documents. 


Sir John Savile’s will was proved at York in 1482, and in 
it there is no mention of a daughter. Oliver Mirfield’s widow 
married Sir John Ashton, of Lancashire, and Burke, in his 
Extinct Baronetage, and other writers, including Canon Raine, 
say her maiden name was Eland. It is a difficult matter to 
solve. So far I have not been able to discover proof of either. 

The second shield, Mirfield impaled with Fitzwilliam, is 
that of the founders of the chantry. In 1498* the east window 
of the chapel was filled with stained glass to the memory of 
Sir William and Lady Anne Mirfield by Elizabeth their 
daughter. The only part left of this window is the Mirfield 


coat of arms. 
The third shield, imperfect. This shield, probably, was 
Mirfield impaling Harrington, and represented William the 


* This date is taken from Whitaker’s Zoidis and Elmete, and is evidently a mistake. 
It probably was 1508. 
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son of Sir William Mirfield, who married Katherine, daughter 
of Sir James Harrington. 


The fourth shield, Ealand impaling Mirfield. This 
represented Robert Ealand, great grandson of Robert Ealand, 
the first of that family who settled at Carlinghow, and his wife 
Elizabeth Mirfield, daughter of Sir William and Lady Anne 
Mirfield. Robert Ealand died in 1521. His wife survived 
him, married John Jenkynson, and died in 1535, administration 
being granted to her husband. 


The arms on the tomb represent the three generations of 
the Mirfields at Howley, after the rebuilding of the church, 
and I entertain little doubt that the monument was erected by 
William Mirfield and his sister Elizabeth in memory of their 
father and mother. 


Oliver, Sir William and his wife, and William and his 
wife, are all buried in this chapel, Oliver's widow was interred 
in the parish church, Wakefield. 


There is a curious circumstance in connection with this 
chapel, which proves that the Mirfields and Ealands intermarried 
for several generations in the 14th century. William Mirfield 
married Isabel, daughter of Sir John Ealand and half sister of 
Robert Ealand, the first at Carlinghow of that name. Robert, 
the grandson of the above Robert, married Jane, the daughter 
of Mr Robert Holme, of Beverley, described by Poulson, in his 
History of Beverley, as a respectable family there in the reign 
of Edward III. In 1630 (according to Whitaker), there was 
in the north window of this chapel an imperfect shield, the 
impalement of Ealand remaining, and this inscription, “of Jone 
his wife who caused this window now to be made.” It was the 
son of this Robert who married Elizabeth Mirfield. 


From this, I am inclined to think that this part of the 
church is the place in which the Ealands of Carlinghow were 
buried previous to its being converted into a chantry by the 
Mirfield family. 
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There is another circumstance which may throw a little 
light on the question. Whether Oliver Mirfield’s wife was the 
daughter of Sir John Savile, or not. Oliver’s grandson, William, 
by his will proved in 1520, bequeathed to his feoffees, lands, and 
tenements of the yearly value of eight marcs, to the use and 
behoof of Percival Savile, for term of his life towards his 
finding and exhibition in Oxford or Cambridge. This Percival 
was the son of Thomas Savile of Lupset, son of Sir John Savile 
of Thornhill (according to some pedigrees) the father of the wife 
of Oliver Mirfield. Thomas Savile died in 1505, and Oliver 
Mirfield in 1462. If Foster’s pedigree be correct, Percival, 
who was under age in 1520, would have been nephew of the 
grandfather of the testator who provides for his maintenance 
at the University. 


Sir Robert Savile, the founder of the family of that name 
at Howley, was the illegitimate son of Sir Henry Savile of 
Thornhill. Sir Henry had two children by his wife, viz.: 
Edward his heir, an idiot, and a daughter who morally followed 
her father’s example. Robert appears to have been possessed 
of good natural ability, great shrewdness, and strong will, and he 
was not over scrupulous; success appears to have followed him 
through life. I have found no record of any direct help he 
received from his father, but his mother, being one of Sir 
Henry’s household, would further his interests and exercise a 
powerful influence in his favour. In this she would be easily 
successful, as Edward, the heir, being of weak intellect, was 
quite incapable of competing with his half brother. He 
married, first, a sister of Lord Hussey, and second, Isabell, 
daughter of Alvery Copley of Batley; he died in 1585, and 
was buried in St. Anne’s chapel. His widow, four years after, 
married Joseph Pennington of Muncaster, co. Cumberland. 


Sir Robert was succeeded by his son, Sir John Savile, who 
was about thirty years of age at the time of his father’s death. 
He completed the erection of Howley Hall commenced by his 
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father. He was a man of considerable ability, a consistent 
loyalist, serving his king and country faithfully. He was also 
much respected in the district, his name often appearing in the 
wills of the neighbouring gentry as supervisor. He was 
created Baron Savile in 1628, died on the last day of August, 
1630, in the seventy-fourth year of his age, and was interred in 
St. Anne’s chapel, where a monumental brass was fixed to his 
memory, with the following inscription. 


The first, or prose portion of the inscription is in Latin, 
and the following translation is taken from Scatcherd’s History 
of Morley. ‘The verses are in English. 


“ Here is deposited the body of the most honourable John Lord 
Savile, of Howley, (son and heir of the magnanimous and justly 
celebrated hero, Robert Savile, Knight of the Bath) who first married 
Catherine, daughter of the most illustrious Charles, Baron Willoughby, 
of Knaith and Parham, and Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the most 
noble Edward Carey, Knight of the Bath, and Master of the 
Jewel House to Queen Elizabeth; and next married Catherine, 
relict of Lord Pagett, who was sister to Henry, Viscount Falkland, a 
faithful Counsellor of Kings James and Charles, and six years Lord 
Lieutenant of the Kingdom of Ireland. By these wives he became 
allied to the greatest families in England, and was happy in a numerous 
offspring. After he had, for many years, effectually preserved the peace 
of the West Riding of Yorkshire, being appointed Custos Rotulorum 
(Keeper of the Rolls) and High Steward of the Barony of Pontefract, 
Wakefield, and Bradford; six times member of Parliament for the 
County, and once having his son Thomas, now Viscount Savile, joined 
with him in this arduous and honourable situation. His prudence, 
felicity, and dignity being at length fully known, the most powerful 
Prince Charles the 1st, created him Baron of Pontefract, and gave him 
the command of the Castle there, with the title and dignity of Constable, 
appointed him Master of the Rolls, and one of the Privy Counsellors. 
Being advanced in years when these dignities were conferred, and 
almost heaped upon him, he left earthly honours for those of heaven, 
the last day of August, 1630, in the 74th year of his age.” 
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What sacred Ashes this sad Tomb contains? 

In this low Grave what glorious remains, 

His Deeds and Fame could once our World surprise, 
Now—in a narrow Cell—lo! here he lies— 


Here lies entomb’d a Peer of great renown, 

A Spirit none but Death could e’er bring down— 
The Title shews his Name—his Name 1s Glory, 
Read but Old John Lord Savile—'tis a Story. 
Great Pompey once, with one Step on the ground, 
Vaunted he could command all Latium round : 
How far this Name commanded and made room 
Old York will witness to the Age to come. 

Then rest, great Savile, since thy Scene is done, 
In death resign—which living wouldst to none. 
Here rest—thou hast been glorious in thy days 
There can no more be said of Cesar’s praise. 


“This stone was laid by Anne Leigh, daughter of the above 
deceased John, Lord Savile—done according to his directions and 
appointment.” 


Anne Leigh, the widow of Peirce Leigh, was a great 
favourite with her father, and sole executrix under his will. His 
Lordship’s will gives no instructions for the erection of a 
memorial, and it was evidently fixed by his daughter from a 
strong feeling of natural affection. 


Lord Savile was succeeded by his third son, Thomas, 
created Viscount Savile in 1628, and Earl of Sussex in 1644. 
He was with the King at Oxford, as controller of the house- 
hold. He was frequently engaged in law suits, is said to have 
committed forgery, and according to Clarendon, was a man of 
no fame, not to be trusted or believed, and whose company was 
desired by no man. His personal character was so bad that 
when elected a member of Parliament, the House of Commons 
refused to admit him. His will is dated 1657, he probably died 
in London, where his will was proved; certainly not at Howley, 
or he would have been interred in the family vault in Batley 
Church, and recorded in the register there. 
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The family honours and estates devolved upon his son 
James, the second earl, of whom little is known, and that not to 
his credit. He died in 1671, and on the 11th October was 
interred in the chapel of St. Anne, in Batley Church; the last 
of his race, and of a family which had risen rapidly in wealth, 
and as rapidly had sunk in reputation and social position, 
discarded by the country, and leaving no trace of generosity by 
which they are remembered. The estates passed by the marriage 
of the second earl’s sister, to the Brudenells, Earls of Cardigan. 


The Cardigan family have never taken any interest in the 
chapel. 


Many persons believe the abbey lands carry with them a 
curse, which their first donors imprecated upon all who should 
divert them from the purpose to which they were consecrated, 
and generally, when alienated to secular purposes, bring mis- 
fortune on the possessors, by strange accidents, violent deaths, 
and loss of wealth, but chiefly by failure of direct heirs male. 
How far the misfortunes which fell to the lot of the Saviles and 
Brudenells are due to the curse of sacrilege, by the acquisition 
of part of the lands belonging to the monastic cell at Wood- 
kirk, and the abbey ruins and lands of Kirkstall by Sir Robert 
Savile, I must ask the reader to judge from the following 
facts :— 


Sir Robert Savile commenced the erection of the magnifi- 
cent mansion at Howley, and died in 1585, the year after he 
purchased Kirkstall Abbey, and it was finished by his son, Sir 
/ John Savile. After a career, which certainly could not be 
called distinguished, he retired to his mansion at Howley, 
probably a wiser, if not a sadder man, and there he died in 
1630. His eldest son Henry, was married at Batley church, 
and died without issue during his father’s lifetime. | His second 
son died in infancy, and he was succeeded by his third son, 
Thomas, first Earl of Sussex. He was succeeded by his son 
James, the second Earl, who died in 1671. Sir Robert Savile 
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purchased Kirkstall Abbey ruins and lands in 1584, and in 
three generations, extending over a period of eighty-seven 
years, the family was extinct, and the estates passed by marriage 
to the Earl of Cardigan, who destroyed the Howley mansion 
erected at an enormous cost by the Saviles. Francis Brudenell, 
who acquired the estates by marriage, died during his father’s 
(the second Earl of Cardigan) lifetime. His son George, 
succeeded his grandfather, and was in turn succeeded by his son 
George, as fourth earl. This and the last earl were the only 
direct heirs male, from the time they acquired the estates, in 
1671, to 1868, when the last earl died." The whole of the 
Savile estates have been recently offered by auction, and many 
of them, including the abbey ruins, sold. 


It is a matter of history that similar or worse misfortune 
fell to the lot of all the families who ventured to acquire and 
use for secular purposes that which had been solemnly con- 
secrated to the service of Almighty God, and how far the curse 
of sacrilege will follow the disendowment of the Church of 
England, if it should ever come to pass, which God forbid, 
time will show; but as the sin is great, the consequences will 
be no less terrible and far-reaching. 


The endowment of the chantry is described in the Valor 
Ecclesiasticus, thus :— 


Cant’ S’c’e’ Anne in Eccl’ia Ib’m 
Riéus Blakbo'ne incumb’ 
Cant’ 1b’m valet in 


5. d. 
Redd’ & firm’ terr’ & tent’ in Chekynlaye xlitij° 
Thornelleis viij° & in Wodersom xx* p anni Ixxij 
Sm* valor’ p3 Q’ val’ clar’ 
X™ ps inde yay 


* The title is now held by the Marquis of Ailesbury. 
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The Wicars of Batley from Corre’s List, with additions. 


The living of Batley, though not exceeding in value £50 
per annum, from its foundation to the year 1735, must have 
had attractions of its own which the church of the adjoining 
parish of Birstall did not possess; for whilst the patrons of 
Batley never once allowed a lapse in the presentation, the Prior 
and Convent of Nostel who were also patrons of Birstall church, 
permitted frequent lapses, probably not being able by reason of 
the small endowment and its inferior social surroundings to 
those of the church at Batley, to find a suitable priest to 
accept it. 


The following is a list of the vicars from the time of its 
reduction from a rectory to a vicarage in 1253—previous to 
this date it was entirely in the hands of the Prior and Convent 
of Nostel, and was supplied from that Monastery. 


Died or 
Date of Institution Name Presented by Resigned 
5 Id. Mar., 1252. Peter de Dewbyre Pr. & Conv. 
of Nostel 
4Kal. April,1269. Dns. Will. de Lokyngton a 
3 Ides July, 1276. Dns. Rad. de Thyrnum Pbr. 3 
3 Kal. Mar.,1279. Fr. Alan de Thyrnt Canon de 
Bridlington “s Resig. 
2 Ides Sep’ 1280. Dns. Alex. de Rowell Pbr. 55 
12Kal.Mar.1291. Dns. Thos. de Herteford Diac. __,, 
6 Kal. Aug" 1316. Dns. Will. de Aberford Pbr. as Died 
Sp. 1349. Dns. Will. de Dukelby Pbr. $5 55 


6 Sep. 1349. Dns. Ric. de Normanton Cap. 33 


Richard de Normanton is mentioned in a deed of settle- 
ment of the Batley manor, by the Copleys of Batley Hall. 
Dated at Batley, Monday next before the feast of St. Matthew, 
1374. Sir William de Dukelby must have died immediately 
after his institution, 
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Died or 

Date of Institution Name Presented by _—_ Resigned 
Dns. Rad. de Balderby Pbr. Pr. and Conv. 

of Nostel _Resig.* 


26 July 1399. Dns. John de Esseholt Pbr. es : 
12 July, 1405. Dns. Joh’ Dale Pbr, a5 Died 
tg Nov. 1435. Dns. Tho. Roger Pbr, rf on 

6 Mar., 1446. M"* Sym. Stansfield L.B. x = 
26 Noy., 1472. Dns. Ric. Cokson ee PA 
16 May, 1494. Dns. Nic. Calverley Pbr. 2“ a 


Nicholas Calverley was the sixth son of Walter Calverley 
of Calverley, by Agnes, daughter of Sir John Tempest of 
Bracewell. On the 17th December, 1491, he was ordained 
acolyte, subdeacon December 22nd, 1492, getting his title from 
Kirkstall Abbey, deacon 2nd March, and priest 6th April. On 
June roth, 1502, he was instituted to the vicarage of Brayton, 
near Selby, which he resigned in 1505. Having retained the 
Batley living, he died there in 1527. He is mentioned in his 
brother Robert’s will, proved in 1499, by the bequest of “a 
doblet of blake satin.” ” 

Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 
10 Jany. 1527. M* Tho. Toshe L.B. Magiser John 

Sheffield assigns 

of Pr and Cony. 

of Nostel. Died 


This was the last presentation by the Prior and Convent 
of Nostel. The advowson was sold to Richard Pymonde who 
presented his cousin. 


Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 
17 July, 1539. Dns. Edmund Pymonde Richard Pymonde Resigned 


Edmund Pymonde resigned in 1550 on his presentation to 
South Kirkby by Brian Bales of Wakefield, in right of his wife 
Elizabeth (widow of Richard Pymonde). 


* Accepted the Vicarage of Calverley. > Surtees Society. York Wills. 
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Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 
July, 1550. Dns. Willm. Yokestall cl. Bales and wife Resigned 
4 Dec.,1572. Thos. Copley cl. Alvery Copley * 


This was the first presentation by the Copley family. 
Thomas was the brother of Alvery Copley. 


Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 


g Oct., 1602. Joseph Howorth Assigns Jasper Parker Died 


Joseph Howorth, by his will proved 7th November 1635, 
directs his body to be buried in Batley church. 


Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 


25 Sep., 1635. Roger Awdsley, cl. M.A. Assigns Vis. Savile Died 


Roger Awdsley was ejected by the Commonwealth, and 
Thomas Smallwood, a puritan, installed in his place. Calamy 
says, Thomas Smallwood, of Oxford University. Born in 
Cheshire. Some time chaplain to Lord Fairfax, and afterwards 
to Lambert, in the army. He was turned out of Batley, a 
sequestered living, in 1660, and preached in Idle chapel till 1662. 
Upon the Five-mile Act, he removed to Flanshaw Hall, near 
Wakefield, where he died on November 24th, 1667, aged 60. 


“On the 4th January, 1655-6, the Council approved the augmen- 
tation, granted by the Trustees for the Maintenance of Ministers, of 
£46 135. 4d. to Batley.” 

“©To advise the said Trustees to allow M* Smallwood, Minister 
of Batley, C’ of York, an addition of £23 6s. 8d., to bring his 
Augmentation up to £70 a year.” * 


Thomas Smallwood was indicted at York, for saying in his 
sermon at Brears chapel, in the Parish of Halifax, «The whore 
of Babylon is rising and setting up.”” 


Roger Awdsley was restored to the living in 1660. He 
died, and on the 11th June, 1666, was interred in the church. 
His widow retired to Scholecroft, where she died in June, 1674. 


* State Papers, » Surtees Society, Depositions, York Castle, p. 83. 
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Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 


25 April, 1667. Josias Broadhead Ed. Copley Died 
He was buried in the church, July 6th, 1685. 
On the 27th June, 1669, Oliver Heywood was preaching 


at Morley, upon what he termed a “solemn call” and when in 
the pulpit engaged in singing a psalm, Mr. Broadhead, vicar of 
Batley, forced his way through the crowd in the aisle to the 
place where the clerk sat, and bid him tell Mr. Heywood to 
come down and let him have his own pulpit. He appears 
to have suddenly changed his mind, as he immediately left 
the chapel, and mounting his horse, rode off to Batley Hall, 
and told Mr. Justice Copley that a multitude of people 
were collected at Morley, hearing a Nonconformist preach. 
Mr. Copley appears not to have noticed it, and Mr. Heywood 
says in his diary, “‘ they enjoyed a quiet day, blessed be God.” 

Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 


Oct. 15, 1685. Edward Deane Lord Brudenell Died 


He was interred on the 26th October, 1718. During 
his vicariate he had eight children baptized in the church. 
His widow resided at the house in Healey which her husband 
had recently purchased from Mr. Scatcherd. At her death, 
August, 1725, and by her will proved in 1727, she bequeathed 
to her youngest sons, Abraham Deane and Robert Deane, “the 
house and barn and one close of land near, at Healey, now in 
the possession of Edward Dean, my son,” left to her by her 
late husband, “also one other house at Healey in the possession 
of Stephen Rothwell.” The late Mr. Deane, town clerk of 
Batley, was a descendant of this vicar. 


Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 
May 25, 1719. Thos. Rhodes Rev. Jno. Copley Died 


Thomas Rhodes died in 1753, and was buried in the 
church. 
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Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 

24 Jany.,1754. John Holyoake Earl of Cardigan _— Died 
Mr. Holyoake never resided, he died on the 16th March, 

1754. 

Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 


4 July, 1754. Thos. Scott Sir Thomas Grey Egerton, 
Bart., and Dame Katherine 
his wife, Sir Ralph Asheton, 
Bart., and Dame Eleanor his 
wife, Samuel Egerton, Esq., 
and Beatrix his wife. Died 


Mr. Scott died on the 13th September, 1771, and was 
interred on the evening of the following day, in the chapel of 
East Ardsley. 


Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 

1772: Henry Elmsall, M.A. Earl of Cardigan Died 
He was also vicar of East Ardsley. 

Date of Institution Name Presented by Died or Resigned 


1798. Thos. Foxley, M.A. Lord Grey de Wilton Died 


Mr. Foxley was also rector of Radcliffe and chaplain to 
the Earl of Wilton. 


Date of Institution Name Presented by = Died or Resigned 
g Feby., 1839. Andrew Cassels, M.A. Earl of Cardigan Died 


Mr. Cassels was previously vicar of Morley. He died on 
the 12th of August, 1874, at Edinburgh, where he had resided 


for some time on account of his health. 


Date of Institution Name Presented by 


1874. T. G. Davies, M.A. Earl of Wilton 


The present vicar. 


Vy 


“CVRSVM CONSVMAV! ICET DICERE,VTINAM & 
ILLVD: BONV CERTAMEN CERTAVI.DE RELIQVO 
REPOSITA EST MIHI &C. 2 JIM. 4,7. VOS' LEO 
TORES ILLVD IDEM ACITE,SAGITE. 

ANNO DNI 1G {"7ASTATIS SVA. e 


ge Se 
"sili Lee borne’ at Batley in Dorkelowe’ 
Duar of ths Chirebe of Stapleforde’+ 3 
veares: Studwus of d good of evthe place 
Aor Leeneth teare Went mar’ for the bletled 
apprarmye ot Aefus ,f brut to Fudarment. 


“|REVIOUS to the dissolution of the monasteries, the 
clergy and monks in England were almost solely 
responsible for the education of its youth. Accord- 
———— ing to Bishop Tanner 557 religious houses were 
founded in England between the Conquest and the death of 
King John. As there was a school for learning more or less 
celebrated in almost every monastery, where persons of all ranks 
might receive a free education, it may easily be imagined what 
effect the sudden dispersion of so many scholastic institutions 
by Henry VIII. would have upon education. 


The dissolution of the monasteries, the confiscation of 
their estates, the demolition of the abbey churches and the 
monastic buildings, which were the pride and glory of England, 
as they are at this day, even in ruins, was the greatest act of 
sacrilege, robbery, and vandalism ever perpetrated in this 
country. Degenerate the monks may have become, reforma- 
tion and sweeping changes were undoubtedly required, and 
might have been effected to the advantage and welfare of the 
people, but nothing could justify the spoliation and cruelty 
wrought by Henry VIII. The consequences were, education 
was neglected, and if we take even the elementary work, and 
compare the caligraphy of the 14th and 15th centuries with 
that of the 16th and 17th, we shall find the former has never 
been excelled and scarcely equalled. If we compare the early 
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wills with the later ones, the former breathe a far more Christian 
spirit, and in many instances show a greater knowledge of the 
world than the later ones. ‘The same degeneracy in education 
extended to all classes. 


Mr. Gladstone, in The Review of Reviews, says, “I do not 
see the necessary development of brain power to enable us to 
cope with the vaster problems. Development, no doubt, is a 
slow process, but I do not see it at all. I do not think we are 
stronger, but weaker, than the men of the Middle Ages. I 
would take it as low down as the men of the 16th century. 
The men of the 16th century were strong men, stronger in 
brain power than our men.” 


The Rev. William Lee, born a few years after the dissolu- 
tion of the monasteries, though a priest of the Church of 
England after the Reformation, no doubt saw the effect of the 
loss upon the community, and determined, if it pleased God to 
enable him, that he would do something to redeem that loss; 
and it was during the last few years of his life that his circum- 
stances permitted him to found a free school for the education 


of the youth of the whole of the old parish of Batley. 


William Lee was the son of Thomas Lee and Anne his 
wife, who occupied a small farm at Waddersome, Woodsome, 
or Woodhousham—as it was variously spelt at different periods 
—now called Chapel Fold and Staincliffe, in the Township of 
Batley. The date of his birth is not known, as it was previous 
to the earliest Register in Batley Church; but presuming he 
was ordained priest at or near the usual age, the date of his 
birth would be about the year 1550. 


Thomas Lee was in humble circumstances, kind-hearted, 
a true and affectionate son; his mother dead, his father old and 
infirm, lived with him; performing strictly his duty to his aged 
parent during his life he provided by his will that he should 
“have his fyndyngs at the house durynge his lyfe.” Thomas 
Lee made his will on the 26th day of September, 1557, and 
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died immediately after, for on the 27th October following, 
Anne his widow made her will, and both were proved on the 
27th day of April, 1558. They left two children, William, 
the founder of the Grammar School, aged about eight, and 
John, aged about six. The farm being held on lease, as usual 
in those days, was left in trust to his brother-in-law Gregorie 
Greenwood, for his two sons until they came of age, and this 
was confirmed by the will of Anne, the widow. 


Gregorie Greenwood resided at the farm, but the education 
of the orphans was confided to their uncle, John Greenwood, 
clarke, their mother’s brother, and William was by him or his 
influence entered at Peterhouse College, Cambridge, where he 
graduated. At the close of his college career he appears to 
have been engaged for a short time in the duties of a teacher 
or schoolmaster at Batley, and in or about 1574 he left Batley 
to take charge of the spiritual welfare of the parish of Staple- 
ford, in the county of Cambridge. 


Stapleford Church and its endowment, previous to the 
dissolution of the monasteries, was part and parcel of the 
revenues of the Monastery of Ely, and is still in the gift of 
the Dean and Chapter. The first Dean of Ely was the last Prior, 
and the second was Dr. Andrew Perne, the Master of Peterhouse 
College, Cambridge, his residence extending from 1553 to 
1589. William Lee being well known to the Dean as a. 
graduate of his, the Dean’s College, he was presented by the 
Dean and Chapter of Ely, to the vicarage or living of Staple- 
ford, but his institution was delayed until the 7th August, 1577. 
From this period to the time he founded the school I have not 
found any record of his work; though his name frequently 
appears in the Stapleford Church Registers, there is no special 
entry made by him. 


On the 24th September, in the roth year of the reign of 
James I. (1612), the Rev. William Lee, executed a deed by 
which “out of love he bore and had always borne to his 
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country from whence he had his beginning, and to the education 
of youth in virtue and learninge, and as some frute of his 
Labours, and of the Labours of John Greenwood, Clarke, his 
Uncle, who with great care brought up the said William Lee, 
and his Brother in their minoritie, being orphans, did out of 
the small estate wherewith it had pleased God to bless him, 
convey to Sir John Savile, knt., Edward Copley, Marmaduke 
Eland, Esqrs., Henry Foxcroft, John Dighton, gentlemen, 
Joseph Howorth, Clarke, Gregorie Armitage, gent., William 
Birkbye, John Foxcroft, Alveraye Armitage, John Rayner, and 
Humphrey Rayner, yeomen, a certain messuage and lands at 
Gomersal, containing 30 acres, which he had recently purchased 
from John and Thomas Atkinson, sons of Thomas Atkinson of 
Brookroyd, deceased, which Thomas had a short time before 
his death built the messuage and appurtenances.” This estate 
formed the original endowment, and by the will of the founder 
was estimated at the annual value of {12 10s. The deed 
further recites, that ‘‘a school house is nowe alreadie built or 
intend to be built, and fynished w™ in the said p‘ish of Batley 
near the church” that the rents and profits of the said 
Gomersall estate shall be wholly employed and bestowed upon 
the schoolmaster for his wages and maintenance, and that he 
shall teach and instruct children within the schoolhouse, in 
reading, writing, Latin, and Greek, “and to make such as be 
capable fit for the University,” the education to be free and 
open for the children in the whole parish of Batley. 


The founder reserved the right to appoint the master 
during his life, and vested it afterwards in the trustees with the 
consent of the vicar and churchwardens of Batley, for the time 
being, with power to remove him for neglect of duty or other 
cause, he was also subject to such laws and ordinances as the 


Right Reverend the Archbishop of York might appoint. 


The school was fairly established, but the founder 
evidently thought the endowment was not sufficient, and by 
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his will dated 20th November, 1617, he declares his intention 
to increase it as follows :—‘ Whereas I have been erecting a 
free school at Batley, in the County of York, and have brought 
the value thereof toward the schoolmaster’s stipend and main- 
tenance to twelve pounds ten shillings per annum, and being 
desirous to increase the same to fifteen pounds per ann., have 
sent at several times the sum of fifty pounds and twenty eight 
pounds, as may appear by particular receipts under the hand of 
John Maud of Wakefield, clothier, to buy a purchase which 
should yield four pounds per ann., which in the whole does 
amount to sixteen pounds ten shillings per ann., whereof the 
£12 10s. being made £15 per ann. for the schoolmaster.” 
Mr. Maud invested the money in land at Horbury, giving 
twenty years’ purchase, which the testator in his will, said, “ was 
very dear in that county.” 


By codicil dated 31st December, 1617, he desired the 
surplus income of thirty shillings to be disposed of as follows. 
“First, I being Minister of the word of God and a Clergyman, 
have thought it my duty not to be unmindful of it, and 
therefore by the Mercy of God, and your patience, that are 
Trustees, I do ordain that there shall be a sermon yearly to be 
preached in Batley church, by M* Joseph Howorth, or by the 
Minister of the said church for the time being, and I have 
made choice of the day whereon the said Sermon shall be 
preached yearly to be the Sabbath day next following the 
26 day of February, and if it fall out the said 26™ day of 
February to be the Sabbath day then the said Sermon shall 
be preached the same day.” To the minister preaching the 
sermon, he bequeathed 6s. 8d., and being careful to encourage 
the trustees to meet on the day of the sermon, and knowing 
some would have to come a considerable distance at the most 
inclement season of the year, bequeathed them 3s. 4d., to drink 
it in wine on that day. 
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He also bequeaths ros. to the schoolmaster for his 
trouble on that day, and with a further desire to increase his 
stipend. 


He further bequeathed ros. to be distributed amongst the 
poor on that day, making a total of jos. per annum, the 
balance of the income from the recent purchase. 


These bequests were evidently made to give the people an 
opportunity of meeting once a year in their parish church, to 
return thanks to Almighty God for the great blessing, which 
by God’s help, the founder had been able to bestow on his 
native parish. ; 


Nothing further appears to have been done by the founder 
towards the endowment. 


On the 3rd day of January, 1617, the Rev. William Lee, 
Vicar of Stapleford, was interred in the middle aisle of his 
church, as by an entry in the Stapleford Parish Register, of 
which the following is a translation. ‘Mr William Lee, 
whose memory always was hallowed, not only on account of 
duties well performed in this our church, but also by reason of 
his literary (and scholarly) labours as a schoolmaster at Batley, 
in the County of York, was head of this church 43 years, died 
of age, buried in the church of Stapleford, 3 January, 1617.” 


On a large stone slab over his grave is fixed a monumental 
brass, with an engraved figure of the deceased, with two verses, 
2 Timothy, 4, 7, in Latin on the top, and at the foot the 
following inscription. ‘‘ Willm. Lee, borne at Batley in York- 
shire, vicar of this church of Stapleford 43 years, studious of 
y° good of eyther place, nowe sleepeth heare, waytinge for the 
blessed appearinge of Jesus Christ to Judgement.” 
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Mames of the Trustees of the Batley Grammar ScGoof, 


Appointed. 
Sep. 24, 1612. Sir John Savile, Knt., Howley 


) 


» 
About 
” 


> 


» 
About 


» 


1620. 


16 34. 


20 


from ifs Goundation fo 1873. 


Name. 


Edward Copley, Esq., Batley Hall 


Marmaduke Eland, Esq., Carlinghow Hall 


Henry Foxcroft, Gent., Batley 
John Dighton, Batley 
Joseph Howorth, Vicar of Batley 


Died. 


Aug., 


1630 


(Resigned) 


Dec. 
Apl., 
May, 


Gregorie Armitage, Gent., Nether Shittlington 


William Birkby, Scholecroft 

John. Foxcroft, Batley 

Alveraye Armitage, Batley 

John Rayner, Yeom. 

Humphrey Rayner, Yeom. 

Sir Thos, Savile, Knt. (Earl of Sussex) 

Alvery Copley, Esq., Batley Hall 

William Eland, Esq., Carlinghow Hall 

Sir Jno. Savile, Knt., Haigh Hall 

John Copley, Esq., Batley Hall 

Roger Audsley, Vicar of Batley 

Henry Heaton, Scholecroft 

Humphrey Rayner, Carlinghow 

John Rayner, Gildersome 

Samuel Foxcroft, Batley 

Edward Copley, Esq., Batley Hall 

Edward Birkby, Yeom., Scholecroft 

John Rayner, Yeom., Morley 

Anthony Foxcroft, Gent., Batley 

John Hardcastle, Yeom., Batley 

William Ward, Yeom., Morley 

Marmaduke Rayner, Yeom., Batley 

James, Lord Savile, and Earl of Sussex, 
Howley 

Henry Cook of Wheatley, Gent. 

Samuel Birkby, Scholecroft 

Nathaniel Heaton, Healey 

John Beaumont, Batley 


Nov., 


Aug., 


Nov., 
Jan., 


June, 
Oct 
Aug., 


Mar., 
Apl., 


Apl., 
Nov., 


Oct., 


1616 
1615 
1619 
1637 
1635 
1654 


1623 
1638 


1659 
1631 
1625 


1638 
1666 
1656 
1635 


1676 
1684 


1671 
1664 


1671 
1689 
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Appointed. Name. Died. 
Jan. 28, 1664. Nathaniel Booth, Staincliffe Hall Sep., 1675 
- Samuel Ward, Morley 
July 28,1680. George, Lord Viscount Halifax, Baron of Elande 1695 


. Francis, Lord Brudenell, Howley Hall : 1698 
if Edward Copley, Esq., Batley Hall May, 1716 
3 Josiah Broadhead, Vicar of Batley July, 1685 
i John Smith, Gildersome, Yeom. May, 1682 


Samuel Foxcroft, Purlwell Hall, Yeom. Apl., 1697 
John Thompson, Carlinghow, Yeom. 


Oct. 29,1694. Sir George Cooke, Wheatley, Bart. 1732 
- Edward Deane, Vicar of Batley Oct., 1718 
s Nathaniel Booth, Stayncliffe Hall 
re Timothy Heaton, Healey Feb., 1705 
$5 Marmaduke Shepley, Batley Oct. £722 


Pa Danie] Pickering, Churwell 
June 10,1699. The Most Noble William, Marquess of 
Halifax Aug., 1700 
a The Rt. Hon. George, Lord Brudenell 1732 
% Thos. Thompson of Staincliffe Hall, Yeom, June, 1743 
- Thos, Craistor, Morley 
July 19,1716. Bryan Cooke, of Wheatley, Esq. 


ks John Copley, Rector of Thornhill 1732 
= Bolton Hargreaves, Gildersome 

fe Samuel Scatcherd, Morley 

53 Joseph Pickering, Churwell 

re John Wormald, Upper Batley 

‘4 John Farrar, Robert Town 


Mar. 1, 1719. The Rt. Hon. William, Earl of Dartmouth (Resigned) 
1734. The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Cardigan, 
Marquis of Monthermer, and Duke 


of Montagu 1790 
» Jno, Turner, Dewsbury, Esq. 
» John Taylor, Batley, Gent. Aug., 1769 
» Thos. Rhodes, Vicar of Batley Nov., 1753 


»» Jeremiah Shepley, Morley 
», John Thompson, Batley, Gent. 
»» Thos. Wormald, of Hawp, Derbyshire, Clerke 
Feb. 22,1752. John Horsfall, Dewsbury, Esq. 
5 Thos. Thompson, Stayncliffe Hall, Esq. May, 1769 
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Appointed. Name. Died. 

Feb.22,1752. Francis Fourness, Batley, Gent. 

aK John Beever, Heckmondwike, Gent. 

3 John Healey, Batley, Gent. 

S John Sharpe, Gildersome, Salter 
Feb. 28,1775. Henry Elmsall, Vicar of Batley 

= John Deighton, Curate of Batley 

5 John Taylor, Purlwell Hall Jan., 1808 

i Thos. Thompson, Staincliffe Hall July, 1817 

<3 Henry Preston, Carlinghow New Hall 

fe Samuel Scatcherd, Morley June, 1779 

55 John Turton, Gildersome 

es William Lister, Junr., Morley June, 1797 
Mar.17,1798. The Rt. Hon. James, Earl of Cardigan Feb., 1811 

f The Rt. Hon.Thos., Lord Grey de Wilton Sep., 1814 

: Thos. Foxley, Clerk, Vicar of Batley 1838 


Oct. 


» 


2? 


Charles Steer, Batley, Esq. 

John Scatcherd, Batley, Gent. 

Jeremiah Sharpe, Batley, Gent. 

Norrison Scatcherd, Esq., Morley 

Abraham Sharp, Gent., Gildersome 

George Crowther, Gent., Churwell 

Joshua Walker, Gent., Oakwell 

Abm, Greenwood, Gent., Dewsbury Moor 

Rev. W. M. Heald, Vicar of Birstall 

John Nussey, Jun., Gent., White Lee 

Rev. Andrew Cassels, Vicar of Batley 

Rev. W. M. Heald, Vicar of Birstall 

John Beswicke Greenwood, 4, Woburn 
Square, Middlesex, Esq. 

Joshua Ingham, Blake Hall, Esq. 

John Elam, Gildersome, Merchant 

Joshua Ellis, Batley Carr, Mill Owner 

Robert Clapham, Batley, Farmer 


Feb. 16, 1853 


Dec., 1840 


Aug., 1874 


Oct. 9, 1879 


Mar., 1855 


Frank Wormald, Potterton House, Abberford 


William Carr, Gomersal 

Samuel Scatcherd, Morley 
William Henry Colbeck, Batley 
Henry Ellis, Gomersall 

George Fox, Staincliffe 

George Jubb, Batley 


Apl., 1881 
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NOTES ON THE TRUSTEES. 


The first foundation deed contained the names of twelve 
trustees, all of whom, with the exception of one or two, were 
natives and residents in the parish. Sir John Savile, Kt., the 
first on the list, was the son of Sir Robert Savile of Howley, 
the illegitimate son of Sir Henry Savile of Thornhill; Sir 
Robert purchased the Howley Estate in 1578. Sir John Savile 
was born in 1556; he built a large portion of the hall at 
Howley, and by the charter of incorporation granted to Leeds 
in the 32 Elizabeth, was appointed the first mayor of that 
borough. In the reign of James I. and Charles I. he was 
elected Member of Parliament for Yorkshire, and appointed 
High Steward of Pontefract, and on the 21st July, 1628, was 
created Baron Savile of Pontefract. But worthy as he was of 
the high honours to which he attained, he only enjoyed them 
two years, for he died on the last day of August, 1630, in the 
74th year of his age, and was buried in St. Anne’s Chapel, 
Batley Church, where a monumental brass records his many 
virtues. 


Edward Copley was the son of Alveray Copley, by Jane, 
the daughter of Richard Beaumont of Whitley Beaumont, and 
was lord of the manor of Batley. He married Dorothy, 
daughter of Sir William Mallory, ‘of Hulton, in the county of 
Lancaster, and resided at Batley Hall, where he died a short time 
after the execution of the first foundation deed. 


Marmaduke Eland was the head of the branch of the 
Eland family which settled at Carlinghow in the 14th century. 
Carlinghow is a hamlet in the township of Batley, included in 
the manor of Batley, of which the Copleys were lords. 
Marmaduke Eland resided at the hall, which was erected by 
Robert Eland at the close of the 15th century; a small portion 
of which remains. He was interred at Batley Church on the 


4th December, 1615. 
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The Foxcroft family appear to have succeeded the 
Dightons in their local and social position in Batley. The 
earliest mention I have found of the Foxcrofts in Batley, is in 
the will of Robert Lee of Wathersome, otherwise Woodhouse- 
ham, dated 1558, to which one Thomas Foxcroft was a witness. 
John Foxcroft, of the parish or chapelry of Eland, by his will 
dated 1571, appoints his brother Thomas Foxcroft, of the 
parish of Batley, executor. From this I conclude that Henry 
and John, two of the first trustees, were sons of Thomas 
Foxcroft. 


Henry Foxcroft resided in Batley, and was the founder of 
the family of that name, who for several generations resided at 
Purlwell Hall, which they built. His ancestors resided at 
Sowerby, in the parish of Halifax, and it is somewhat 
remarkable that most of the clothiers who settled in Batley in 
the r6th and 17th centuries, came from the parish of Halifax. 
Henry acquired considerable property in Batley, Lotherton, 
Abberford, and elsewhere. By his will, proved 29th September, 
1619, he bequeathed to the Grammar School trust the sum of 
£26 135. 4d., secured by mortgage on property at Heckmond- 
wike, belonging to the Armitage family; also a rent charge of 
20s. per annum on property in Batley. Being a bachelor, his 
sister Elizabeth, the widow of Robert Reyner of Liversedge, 
resided with him, and by his will he set apart certain rooms in 
his house for her use during her life. On the 8th April, 1619, 
he was buried at Batley. His heir was John Foxcroft, his 
brother. 


The Foxcroft family disappears with the trust deed of 1694. 
Henry Foxcroft, and John Foxcroft his brother, two of the 
first trustees, were succeeded in the trust by Samuel Foxcroft, 
baptized July 16th, 1592, second son of John Foxcroft, who 
was succeeded by his son and heir Anthony Foxcroft, who was 
succeeded by his son and heir Samuel Foxcroft, the last of the 
name in the trust. Anthony Foxcroft, by his will, dated 
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April gth, 1671, bequeathed all his real and personal estate, not 
included in the marriage settlement made on his marriage with 
Anne Shepley of Mirfield, to his seven daughters. No mention 
is made of a son. Anthony Foxcroft was buried in Batley 
Church on the 11th April, 1671, and on the same day, his son, 
Samuel Foxcroft, was baptized. If this ceremony took place 
immediately after his birth, he could not have been the one 
elected a trustee in 1680; but I am of opinion this was not so, 
for, of his seven daughters, only four were baptized at Batley 
Church; and as the Foxcrofts were not quite free from the 
taint of Puritanism, it is not only possible, but probable, that 
Samuel had been privately baptized, and on the death of his 
father, was brought to the church and publicly baptized. Ann 
Foxcroft, his sister, was baptized in 1657, and the next entry in 
the register is 1662. Placing Samuel’s birth between these 
dates, would find him about twenty-one at his election in 1680, 
He married Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Tilson of Soothill 
Hall, and dying without issue in 1697, was the last of the 
Foxcrofts at Purlwell hall. 


James Shepley succeeded Samuel Foxcroft at Purlwell Hall, 
and by his will, dated 1719, he bequeathed his interest in the 
Purlwell estate to his nephew John Taylor, who was elected a 
trustee in 1734, and died on the 15th August, 1769, in his 
73rd year, and was interred in the middle aisle of Batley 
Church. Six years afterwards, John Taylor, his eldest son and 
heir, was elected a trustee; and dying on the 29th January, 
1808, in his 78th year, was interred under his own pew in 
Batley Church. The estate passed to his daughter, Elizabeth 
Foxcroft Taylor, and after her demise at York, on the 7th 
February, 1864, to J. B. Greenwood, Esq., of Dewsbury Moor, 
her nephew, by her sister, wife of Abraham Greenwood. From 
the date of the foundation deed to the death of J. B. Green- 
wood, the owners of the Purlwell Estate or their descendants, 
except for short intervals, were trustees of the Grammar School. 


THE GRAMMAR, SCHOOL. 159 


Joseph Howorth was Vicar of Batley, being presented in 
1602 by the assigns of one Jasper Parker, gent., the assignment 
probably having been made to him for valid reasons by Edward 
Copley, before mentioned. He took a great interest in the 
temporal as well as spiritual welfare of his parishioners, for his 
name frequently appears as a witness, executor, or supervisor, if 
not the actual writer of most of their wills. He died in 1635, 
after having been Vicar of Batley thirty-three years. 


There is nothing in the names of the remainder of the 
trustees to call for remark. William Birkby, a farmer, resided 
at Scholecroft, Alvery Armitage at Batley, John Rayner at 
Morley, and Humphrey Rayner at Gildersome. Gregorie 
Armitage was living at Netherton in 1623. 


Alvery Copley, son and heir of Edward Copley of Batley 
Hall, succeeded his father in the trust. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Lord Savile of Howley, and sister of Sir Thomas 
Savile, first Earl of Sussex, also a trustee. 


William Ealand of Carlinghow Hall, son and heir of 
Marmaduke Ealand, was appointed a trustee after the death of 
his father. The family appear to have been unfortunate, for 
the estate was sold by William Ealand to Alvery Copley of 
Batley Hall, and was included in a settlement of the Batley 
Estate, made by Alvery Copley, the sth October, 1629. 
William was the last of the Ealands at the Hall, and after his 
death, which occurred at Batley in 1625, no mention of the 
family is found in the parish registers or local records. 


Henry Cooke of Wheatley, elected a trustee in 1664, was 
the son of Brian Cooke of Doncaster, alderman, J.P., and 
mayor of Doncaster in 1630. Brian Cooke died in 1653, 
at the advanced age of 83, and was succeeded by his eldest 
surviving son George, a staunch loyalist, who, for his attach- 
ment to the royal family, suffered severely at the hands of the 
Commonwealth. In recognition of his services, he was created 
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a baronet by Charles II., in 1661. Dying unmarried in 1683, 
his brother, Henry Cooke, of the Inner Temple, succeeded to 
the baronetcy and estates. | Henry Cooke was connected with 
Batley by the marriage of his sister, Sarah Cooke, with John 
Copley of Batley Hall, Esq., son and heir of Alvery Copley. 
His father, Alvery Copley, having recently purchased Carling- 
how Hall and the land thereto belonging, from William Ealand, 
the hall was made the dower house, and the widow of John 
Copley retired there. The Copley family appear to have been 
in pecuniary difficulties during the civil wars, and the Cooke 
family obtained possession of the Carlinghow Estate. On the 
marriage of the widow with George Nevile of Lincolnshire, 
Henry Cooke took up his residence at Carlinghow Hall, and 
appears to have taken great interest in local matters. He was 
at the hall in 1677, and probably continued to reside there 
until 1683, when he succeeded his brother in the baronetcy and 
the Wheatley Estates. 


John Copley, of Batley Hall, son and heir of Alvery 
Copley, married, in 1642, Sarah, sister of Sir George Cooke, 
Bart., and died of wounds received whilst fighting for the King 
against the rebels in 1643, and was interred in Batley Church. 
There being no issue, his brother Edward succeeded to the 
estates, and was appointed a trustee of the Grammar School. 
Being a strong Royalist, to save his estates, he paid to the 
Commonwealth a fine of £520; and as a Justice of the Peace, 
after the Restoration, he enforced most rigidly—bearing in his 
memory his own great sufferings at the hands of Cromwell's 
Parliament—the Acts against the Puritans. He is frequently 
mentioned in Oliver Heywood’s Diary, on whose actions, when 
in the neighbourhood of Batley, he kept a close watch. He 
died at the age of fifty-four, and was interred in Batley Church, 
3rd November, 1676. 


Roger Audsley was presented in 1635 to the Vicarage of 
Batley, by Thomas, Viscount Savile, who had recently purchased 
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a moiety of the advowson from Alvery Copley, his brother- 
in-law. In 1653 he was ejected from the living by the 
Commonwealth, for on the 27th January of the same year, the 
Puritan minister, Thomas Smallwood, appears to have been in 
possession of the living, and without the aid of a trust deed to 
have installed himself as a trustee, and to have been a party to 
a lease of land in Morley to one Abraham Dawson, probably 
an ancestor of Betty Dawson of Morley, the wife of Lord 
Loughborough, Lord Chancellor of England. This is the only 
act recorded of Master Smallwood in connection with the trust, 
At the Restoration he was ejected from the living he had 
usurped, and Roger Audsley was restored. The vicar only 
survived his restoration four years, and on the 11th June, 1666, 
was buried, probably, in the chancel of the church. 


Only a few years before the Restoration, died the oldest 
member of the trust, the Right Hon. Thomas, Viscount Savile 
and Earl of Sussex, of Howley Hall, third and eldest surviving 
son of John, first Lord Savile. His second wife was Anne, 
daughter of Christopher Villiers, first Earl of Anglesey of that 
name, and brother to the celebrated George Villiers, Duke of 
Buckingham. She survived her husband and married secondly, 
— Barde, Esq., of Weston. Her only brother succeeded as 
second Earl of Anglesey, but dying without issue, the title 
became extinct, and the estates passed to Anne, Countess of 
Sussex. 


Sir Thomas Savile was created Viscount Savile in 1628, 
and Earl of Sussex in 1644, being ambitious he obtained the 
appointment of controller of the King’s household at Oxford, 
but his character was such that he was neither believed or 
trusted by any man. 


James, second and last Earl of Sussex, of Howley, was 
elected trustee after the death of his father, Thomas, first Earl, 
His wife was the daughter of an Antwerp merchant. They 
appear to have lived a strange life, and were credited with 
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extraordinary conduct at their house at Howley. The Earl 
died without issue, and was interred in St. Anne’s Chapel, 
Batley Church, on the 11th October, 1671. The family 
honours became extinct, and the large estates passed to his only 
sister, Lady Frances Savile, married to Lord Brudenell, eldest 
son of Robert, second Earl of Cardigan. After the death of 
her Ladyship’s brother, Lord and Lady Brudenell resided at 
Howley Hall. His Lordship died in his father’s life-time 
(1698), leaving issue George, Lord Brudenell, who was elected 
a trustee in 1699, and succeeded his grandfather as third Earl 
of Cardigan in 1703. He was a Roman Catholic, but abjured 
the tenets of that Church on taking his seat in the house of 
Lords, in 170. This was the end of the Savile family at 
Howley. The hall was let in tenements, and finally destroyed 
about the year 1730 or 1732. 


The Cardigan family took the place of the Saviles of 
Howley on the trust. The Right Hon. George, third Earl of 
Cardigan, died in 1732, and two years afterwards was succeeded 
on the trust by his son, the fourth earl, advanced, in 1766, 
to the dignity of a marquess and dukedom, as Marquess of 
Monthermer and Duke of Montague. His Grace died in 
1790, and leaving no issue, these honours became extinct. He 
was succeeded by his brother James, as fifth Earl of Cardigan, 
who was elected a trustee in 1798. With the death of this 
nobleman in 1811, the connection between the Brudenell family 
and the Grammar School trust terminated. 


Sir George Savile, the fourth Baronet of Thornhill, was 
esteemed a statesman of the first grade. Burnet writes of him 
as a man of “ great wit, full of life, in private life a true friend; 
but in public life so changeable that no side could trust him.” 
Macaulay defends him, and says, “the memory of Halifax is 
entitled in an especial manner to the protection of history.” 
In consideration of his own and his father’s eminent services 


during the civil wars, Charles II., on the 13th January, 1668, 


, - 
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elevated him to the peerage, by the title of Baron of Eland, on 
the 16th July, 1679, Viscount Halifax, and three years after- 
wards, Marquess of Halifax. The Marquess died in 1695, 
and was interred in Westminster Abbey, where a monument 
perpetuates his memory. His son, Sir William, succeeded ‘as 
fifth Baronet of Thornhill, and second Marquess, and was 
elected a trustee four years after his father’s death. He died 
in 1700, and was interred at Thornhill. Leaving no issue, all 
his dignities became extinct, except the baronetcy, which, with 
his large estates, devolved on Sir John Savile of Lupset. 


Edward Copley succeeded his father as Lord of the Manor 
of Batley, and to an estate heavily burdened as a consequence of 
his father’s and uncle’s loyalty. He married Judith, daughter 
of Mr. Joseph Finch. His death took place at Howley Hall 
in 1716, and on the 28th May in that year he was buried in 
Batley Church. After his death Batley Hall was never occupied 
by the Copleys. Dying without issue, the manor and estate 
devolved upon his brother, the Rev. John Copley, Rector of 
Thornhill, who was elected a trustee two months after his 
brother’s death; and with him on his death in 1732, ended the 
connection of the Copley family with the Grammar School. 


The family of Birtby or Birkby, of whom William Birkby 
was one of the first trustees, resided at Scholecroft, in the 
Township of Morley. They appear to have taken an active 
part in local affairs, and to have occupied a good position 
in the parish as yeomen. Their names frequently occur as 
witnesses to deeds and wills, and they were also owners of 
property in Batley. They probably succeeded the Greatheads 
on the farm at Scholecroft. William was succeeded on the 
trust by his son Edward, who died in 1684, and was succeeded 
by his son, Samuel Birkby, the last trustee of that name. From 
this family the plantation on the Dartmouth Estate, near 
Howden Clough, takes its name of “ Birtby” or “ Birkby 
Brow.” 
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Francis Fourness, the first of that name on the trust, was 
the son of Francis Fourness, residing at Carlinghow Hall in 
1742, and grandson of John Fourness, who died at the hall in 
1723. He erected Carlinghow New Hall about 1750, where 
he resided after his marriage with Jane, daughter and heiress of 
Robert Matson, of the Lane Ends, Hemsworth, and where 
after the death of his father-in-law he went to reside. The 


present Mr. Vincent, of Lane Ends, is his great grandson, 


Henry Preston, elected a trustee in 1775, married a 
daughter of Francis Fourness, and resided successively at 
Carlinghow New Hall, Cross Hall, Morley, and at Leeds. 


John Hardcastle was connected with the family of that 
name in Gildersome, a yeoman of position, and owner of land 
in Batley. In 1624 he married Cicily Birkhead, and was 
interred at Batley, 2nd November, 1664. 


The Heatons resided at Healey, and a branch of the 
family, for a short period, at Scholecroft. They were connected 
with most of the respectable families of that period in Batley. 


The Booth family succeeded the Dightons, and the 
Thompsons the Booths, at Woodhousham, now Staincliffe. 


John Thompson of Carlinghow, elected a trustee in 1680, 
died the same year. Thomas Thompson of Staincliffe, elected 
a trustee in 1699, I believe was the son of Francis and grand- 
son of Thomas Thompson of Carlinghow. One of the family 
living at Stainclitfe Hall was always on the trust down to and 
including the deed of 1810. 


The remainder of the trustees, whose names have almost 
become extinct, are the Shepleys, a Mirfield family, who early 
settled at Carlinghow; the Heatons and Healeys, of Healey in 
Batley; and the Rayners, who were numerous not only in 
Batley, but in all the adjoining townships. 
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The Endowment of He Batley Grammar ScGool. 
GOMERSAL ESTATE. 


HE foundation deed of 1612 mentions the Gomersal 
Estate only, comprising thirty acres divided into thirteen 
closes, a house and out-buildings recently erected by the late 
owner. A portion of this land, four acres in extent, was 
purchased by James Tailor of Gomersal, from James Speight 
of Gomersal, by deed dated 4th December, 1583, for the sum 
of £718. James Speight’s estate at Gomersal was charged with 
an annual rent of 10s., payable to “our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen and her successors.” By deed dated 29th June, 1589, the 
said rent was apportioned, and the part sold to James Tailor, 
charged with sixpence per annum. In 1587, James Tailor 
purchased from William Grayve of Clackheaton, certain closes 
of land situate in Gomersal, for the sum of 80, to be paid by 
eleven equal yearly payments on the feast of the Nativity of 
St. John Baptist, in the porch of the parish church of Birstal, 
between the hours of two and four o'clock in the afternoon. 
On the failure of these payments as specified, the deed declared 
the contract void. 


By deed dated 1603, James Tailor conveyed twelve closes 
of land at Gomersal to Thomas Atkinson of Brookroyd, 
Batley, waller, for the consideration of £152. Thomas Atkinson 
died in 1610, and by his will, proved the 26th April, the same 
year, he bequeathed unto John and Thomas Atkinson, his sons, 
all his land in Great Gomersal, to be equally divided between 
them. On the 1st March, 1611, John and Thomas Atkinson, 
of Brookroyd in Batley, roughmasons, conveyed to William 
Lee of Stapleford, clark, one messuage, lately erected by 
Thomas Atkinson, deceased, and thirteen closes of land in 
Gomersal, containing thirty acres, for the consideration of 
£250. This was the estate conveyed by the founder to the 
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first trustees, and was estimated by him to produce and was 
probably let for £12 10s. per annum, On the 14th July, 
1634, the whole estate was let on lease for sixty years, to 
William Breare of Gomersal, clothier, and Robert Breare, his 
son, at the annual reserved rent of {12 Ios. 


In 1717 it was let on lease for twenty-one years to Joseph 
Fearnley of Gomersal, clothier, at the annual rent of £18. 


Previous to 1801 some alteration must have been made in 
the buildings, for in that year the trustees let on lease for 
thirteen years to Randolph Fearnley of Gomersal, clothier, a 
house and fifteen acres of land at Gomersal, at the annual rent 
of £26; and on the same day they granted a similar lease of 
a house and fifteeen acres of land to John Fearnley of Gomer- 
sal, clothier, at the rent of £23 per annum. 


In the year 1820 it was reported to a meeting of the 
trustees that the house at Gomersal was in a ruinous condition, 
and it was decided to leave it in its then state and erect a new 
house near. The result was the erection of the house, late in 
the occupation of Miss Swaine, at a cost of £475. 


In 1814 the estate was let to Randolph Fearnley for 
£66 10s per annum. A short time after Benjamin Fearnley 
appears as tenant, for in 1822 the trustees agreed to grant him 
a lease for twenty-one years at the old rent (viz. £66 10s) in 
consideration of his having spent £116 upon the property. 


The present total rental is £108 ros. In 1799, Messrs. 
Emmett agreed to purchase on lease the seam of coal and iron- 
stone under the Gomersal Estate, called or known by the name 
of “*Fusdon Bed,” at and after the rate of sixty guineas per acre, 
paying as a fixed rent the value of one acre per annum. The 
bed of coal is now practically exhausted. 
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HORBURY ESTATE. 


NG before stated, the founder, by his will, expressed his desire 

to increase the endowment, and for that purpose he had 
forwarded to his friend Mr. Maude, clothier, Wakefield, the 
sum of £78, which he invested in the purchase of land, &c. in 
Horbury, to the extent of 6a. Ir. 20p. This land is copyhold 
of the Manor of Wakefield, and the earliest deed relating to it 
in the possession of the trustees, is a deed of admittance, dated 
1oth February, 1659, when the then trustees were admitted as 
tenants of the said manor, at a Court Baron of Christopher 
Clapham, Esq., Lord of the Manor of Wakefield, which was 
held before John Clayton, Esq., High Steward of the said 
manor. It also appears by the above deed, that the land had 
been previously held by Gregory Armitage of Nether Shittling- 
ton, one of the first trustees. He died in 1654, and William 
Armitage, his son and heir, also being dead, and no person 
appearing “to make fine with the lord of the said manor, for 
this land, within three great courts next after the decease of 
the said Gregory Armitage, as they ought to have done by the 
custom of the said manor, in contempt of the lord and contrary 
to the custom of the same manor, so that at a certain court 
holden at Wakefield, aforesaid, the gth day of December last 
past, before the date of this court, by a certain Inquest there 
sworn for the lord of the manor aforesaid, it was presented and 
found, and thereupon proclamation was openly made and 
published in three several courts holden at Wakefield aforesaid, 
as the custom of the manor in such case requireth. If any 
person would claim to hold of the lord of the manor, all the 
said premises, &c., and for the same pay to the lord of the said 
manor the rents and services anciently accustomed, according 
to the custom of the said manor, that they come in and they 
should be received.” The trustees being the only persons 
claiming the right to the land, were admitted. 
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I have given this long extract from the deed as some 
proof that Mr. Maude purchased this land from Gregory 
Armitage, and that he was tenant of the same at the time of 
his death. 


In 1686, Samuel Thornes, the elder, of Horbury, took a 
Jease from the trustees of 2a. 27. 20p. of land, for twenty-one 
years, at the annual rent of £1 10s.; and in 1690, a lease for 
twenty one years of the house and the remainder of the estate, 
3a. 3r. Op., was granted by the trustees to John Armitage of 
Horbury, clothier, at the yearly rent of £3 6s., showing the 
annual value of the whole estate at that time to be £4 16s. 
The founder stated that it cost twenty years’ purchase, and the 
sum invested being £78, or £3 18s. per annum, it had only 
improved 18s. per annum in letting value. But when we 
consider the civil war, and the unsettled state of the country 
during this period, we may reasonably conclude the investment 
was a good one, and that Mr. Maude fully deserved the 
confidence and trust reposed in him by the founder. 


In 1778 the whole of the estate was let on a lease for’ 
eleven years to one John Horner of Nether Shittlington, at the 
yearly rent of £12. 


In 1809 an Act of Parliament was passed for enclosing the 
common or waste land in Horbury, and under this act the 
commissioners awarded the trustees about two acres of land, 
increasing the estate to a total area of 8a. Ir. 26). 


In 1834 the rent was advanced to £30 per annum, and the 
present rent is £25. 


The rectorial tithes belonged to the Ramsden family and 
were redeemed in 1814. The vicarial tithes belonged to the 
Vicar of Wakefield and were redeemed a few years ago. 
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MORLEY ESTATE. 


3 ag title to this estate is somewhat obscure, not a single deed 

relating to it being in the possession of the trustees. 
There is no doubt it formed no part of the original endowment, 
but was acquired by the trustees after the founder’s death. 


In 1619, Henry Foxcroft, one of the first trustees, died, 
and by his will proved 4th May, 1619, he bequeathed “ unto 
the right noble Sir John Saville of Howley, knight, and other 
his co-ffeoffees of the free school of Batley, afforesaid, one 
cottage and one croft thereunto belonginge w™ appurtences in 
Heckmondwike, afforesayd, now or late in the occupation of 
one Thomas Armitage or his assignes, and w™ I late had of the 
grant of him the sayd Thomas Armitage, to have and to hould 
the same unto the sayd Sir John Savill, and his co-ffeoftees, 
there heyres and assignes for ev’, for and to the only vse behoof 
and in mainetaenance of the schoole maister teaching schoole at 
Batley, afforesayd, commonly called the free school of Batley, 
for ev’ p'vided alwayes and nev'theles my will and mynd is that 
if the sayd Thomas Armitage, his heyres or assigns, doe pay 
or cause to be payd unto the sayd Sir John Savill and his 
co-ffeoffees, there heyres or assignes, such some or somes of 
money as are and be couennted by writings Indented maid 
betweene the said Thomas Armitage and me, and at such tyme 
and in such manner and fforme as the same are and be soe 
couennted to be paid, that then the said Sir John Saville and 
his co-ffeoffees or theyre heyres, or the su'viver or su'vivor of 
them or his or there heyres, shall upon true payment to be to 
them thereof had and maid as afforesaid, at the request costes 
and charges of the said Thomas Armitage, his heyres or assignes 
lawfully and sufficiently convey and reassure the sayd cottage 
and croft w'" the appurtences in Heckmondwike afforesayd, 
vnto the said Thomas Armitage, his heyres and assignes, to 
his and theire owne vse for ev’ and my will and mynd is that 
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the same money shall, after the receipt thereof be by the sayd 
Sir John Savile and his coffeoffees, their heyres and assignes, 
imployed, disposed of, convted, and bestowed to and for the 
mainetenance of a schoole maister teachinge schoole at the free 
school of Batley, in leu of and for the cottage and croft last 
above mentioned. And my further will and mynd is and I doe 
hereby give, devise and bequeath unto the sayd Sir John Savile, 
Knight, and other his coffeoffees, there heyres and assignes for 
ev’ for and towards the maintenance of a Schoole Maister 
teaching schoole at the said school of Batley afforesaid, called 
the ffree schoole of Batley, one anuytie or yearly rent of xx* of 
lawfull money of England, to be yearely issueinge and goeing 
out of two Cottages or Tenn“ and two crofts to the same 
belonginge, or w’ the same now or comonly demised, vsed or 
occupied, w*" all there appurtences, scituate lyeing and beinge in 
Batley aforesayd, in the sayd county of Yorke, and now or late 
in the sevall tenures or occupacons of one Lawrence Nutter and 
Thomas Walker, payable yearely at the feastes of Pentocest or 
St. M'tine the Bishopp in winter, by even porcons, and the first 
paym’ thereof to begin at whether of the sayd feasts shall first 
happen to come and fall next after my decease.” 


After Thomas Armitage’s death, Elizabeth his widow, and 
John Armitage, his son and heir, sold the property to Jonas 
Naylor, subject to the mortgage bequeathed by Henry Foxcroft 
to the school trustees, and by deed dated 16th April, 1623, the 
trustees, at the request of the Armitages, and in consideration 
of the sum of £26 135. 4d. paid to them by the said Jonas 
Naylor, conveyed to him all the property mentioned in 
M* Foxcroft’s bequest. 


I have carefully searched for an account of the payment 
of the rent charge of 205. per annum, left to the trustees by 
Henry Foxcroft, but have not discovered the record of a single 
payment, and I think we may reasonably conclude that John 
Foxcroft, brother and executor to Henry Foxcroft, and also one 
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of the trustees, and having an interest in the cottages charged 
therewith, redeemed the rent charge, and with the amount 
received the trustees purchased a moiety of the Morley 
Estate from Thomas Greathead, who was interred at Batley, 
5th February, 1622, and in 1623, with the amount received 
from the Armitages’ mortgage, they purchased from Peter and 
Ellen Greathead the other moiety, as shown by a bond dated 
23rd July, 1623, they being at the time in the occupation of 
the whole; and on the 16th July, 1624, the trustees granted a 
lease for twenty-one years of all those “two messuages, barns, 
buildings, orchards, gardens, lands, closes, meadows, feedings, 
pasture woods, underwood, &c., in anywise belonging” to 
Peter Greathead, eldest son of the late Thomas Greathead, and 
Ellen, widow of the said Thomas Greathead, at and for the 
yearly rent of £3 6s. 8d. 


In 1636, a further lease for fifty-eight years was granted 
to the same parties at an annual rent of £3 1os., the occupation 
being limited to the lessees, their children or children’s children. 
In 1650, all entitled to any interest under this lease, must have 
died or surrendered it, for in that year the trustees granted a 
lease of the estate to Abraham Dawson, during his life, the life 
of Thomas Dawson his younger son, and John Baines, son of 
Richard Baines of Morley, or the survivor of them, at the 
yearly rent of £4 Ios. 


This lease was renewed on the 28th March, 1683, in 
favour of Thomas Dawson, Phebe his wife, and John Dawson 
their eldest son, or the survivor of them, at the annual rent of 
£4 10s. These Dawsons were probably the ancestors of Betty 
Dawson, who, on the 31st December, 1767, was married at 
Batley Church to Sir Alexander Wedderburn, afterwards Lord 
Loughborough, and Lord Chancellor of England. 


There are no further papers relating to the occupancy of 
this estate until 1799, when it was let to one John Fox for £24 
per annum. Its present value is £45 Ios. per annum. 
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The ScBook House. 


of Biers is not a single deed or paper in the possession of the 

trustees to show how or when the founder conveyed or 
assured this part of the estate to the trustees. It is incidentally 
referred to in the foundation deed of 1612 as a school house 
built or about to be built, and if after the surrender of the 
Gomersal Estate in 1613 the founder executed a new trust 
deed, it is probable it would be included. 


The estate was bounded on the west by Stocks or Church 
Lane, which was a continuation of Batley Field Hill, and as 
bridges were not usually built over small streams in those days, 
the public in driving along the road would have to pass through 
the water of the rivulet. There have been no alterations in 
the boundaries, except by the construction of the turnpike 
road, 122 perches of land being taken for that purpose, for 
which the commissioners paid the trustees the sum of £8 35. 3d. 


The original school was built by the founder and remained 
in use until the year 1818. Ata meeting of the trustees held 
on the 18th April, 1818, at the house of Ann Birkby, near 
Batley Church, it was resolved that the school should be 
rebuilt, and John Nussey and John Scatcherd were authorized 
to procure a plan and estimate for that purpose. On the 4th 
July in the same year it was resolved that the rebuilding of the 
school be commenced and forwarded with all possible despatch, 
and John Nussey, John Scatcherd, and George Crowther were 
authorized to superintend the work; the old material to be used 
as far as possible, and the work to be executed with all economy 
consistent with durability and requisite neatness of architecture. 
The school was rebuilt, the master’s house repaired and enlarged, 
the barn rebuilt, and the land properly fenced, at a cost of £702. 
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The schoolmaster was non-resident, the school being the 
only building here until the early part of the 18th century, 
when Nathaniel Booth, the then schoolmaster, built at his own 
cost a dwelling house adjoining the school house, the greater 
part of which stiJl remains.* A lease was prepared, which sets 
forth that Nathaniel Booth having erected a handsome dwelling 
house adjoining the school, also a stable and mistal, and enclosed 
the school land, the part adjoining the highway and a little 
brook to be used as a fold stead, and the other part as a garden, 
at a cost of ninety pounds. In consideration of this outlay the 
trustees agreed to grant to Christopher Hodgson and John 
Turner a lease of the new erections, fold and garden, for 
twenty-one years, in trust for Nathaniel Booth, on payment of 
2s. 6d. per annum. It was further agreed that if Nathaniel 
Booth died or ceased to be schoolmaster before the expiration 
of the lease, his successor should pay to Christopher Hodgson 
and John Turner the sum of four pounds per annum for the 
remainder of the term. 


Nathaniel Booth died in 1723, and by his will, proved 
25th of June in the same year, he bequeathed his interest in 
the lease to which I have referred to Nathaniel Booth, his 
father, and Rose Booth, his mother, and to the survivor of 
them and their heirs, describing it as “all the yearly rent of 
the messuage or dwelling house wherein I now inhabit, situate 
being and adjoining unto the east end of the free school at 
Batley, and one garden, one laith garth, and a scaffold there 
builded with stalls for one horse and two cowes, and all other 
backsides, passages, &c. To have and to hold all the yearly 
rents of the aforesaid p'mises unto my said father and mother, 
and to the survivor of them and their heirs, immediately after 
my decease, for and during all the whole time or terme of years 
in the lease for the same made under the hands and seals of the 
ffeoffees yet to come.” 


« Tt was taken down in 1891, and the Conservative Club building erected on the site. 
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The testator left no issue, and his wife Elizabeth, daughter 
of Samuel Tilson and sister of Henry Tilson of Soothill Hall, 
died a few months before him. She had been married three 
times, first to Samuel Foxcroft of Purlwell Hall, second to 
James Pierson, and third to Nathaniel Booth, but had no issue 
to survive her. 


I may add that all coal rents and sums of money received 
for the sale of small plots of land were invested in the funds or 
used for rebuilding the houses, school, etc., and in augmenting 
the stipend of the master in the early years of the coal leases. 
And to the good management of former trustees the governors 
are in a great measure indebted for the means whereby they 
have been enabled to erect the efficient and elegant premises 
they now possess. 


The Schoolmastets. 


B’ the foundation deed the founder reserved to himself the 

right to nominate and appoint the schoolmaster during 
his life, and I have no doubt he did so. There is no memo- 
randum amongst the trust papers to show who the first master 
was. I have searched the Parish Register, and I find that Mr. 
William Yong, schoolmaster, had a daughter baptized in Batley 
Church, 13th July, 1621, and another daughter on the 15th 
May, 1623. I believe he was the first master, and that he 
was succeeded by Reginald Preist, who in 1652 was party as 
master to the appointment of new trustees. Reginald Preist 
was succeeded by Timothy Heaton, son and heir of Timothy 
Heaton of Healey, clerk. He was sole executor under the will 
of his brother, Faithful Heaton, who died in 1673, and in it he 
is described as Timothy Heaton, Clarke. 
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Timothy Heaton died in 1683, and was succeeded by 
Robert Laycock, whose appointment was a most unfortunate 
one. The local trustees must have elected him on their own 
responsibility, otherwise Sir Henry Cook of Wheatley would 
not have written to Mr. Edward Birkby of Scholecroft as 
follows : 


* Mr. Birkby 
“TI have made it my Business to enquire after 
M* Lacock and I hear y* hee is a very ignorant man, for I have a 
friend with the Bishop, when hee came to be ordained and y* Bishop 
would not admitt him by reason of his insufficiency, however if wee 
doe y® Schoole right, we ought to elect one y* may bee in Dependent on 
y* Minister. I have returned y* paper and sent mine and my sons 
hands added to y* rest. I hope this will encourage you to proceed. 
«¢T am, 
** Your assured Friend, 
“ HEN. Cook. 
* Wheatley Dec y* 30. (16)85. 
“TJ am a Strainger to M* Lacock but this is true.” 


He brought the school into bad repute by ill-treating the 
boys, and alarmed the parents to such an extent, that they were 
obliged, as one said in evidence, to send their children to 
“foreign schools.” The matter was brought to a climax in 
1695, when the master claimed a freehold in his office. The 
trustees took the opinion of counsel, who advised that he had 
no freehold as school master. The following evidence was 
then collected : 


« Widdow Healey gives in evidence that living in Upper Batley, she 
sent her son to the free school above a year since, and the Master viz* 
Mr’ Lacock inhumanely hurried her son by the hair of the head from 
one end of the school to the other, and after he had box’d him, 
violently threw him down upon the school floor and punched him with 
his foot, that the boy has been in perill of loosing his life, and has not 
yet recovered it. 

“Mary M Hearty 
** her mark.” 
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* Widdow Wilby of Upper Batley, gives in evidence she sent her 
son to the Free School, and not sending an entring penny with him 
(which the Master demands of all contrary to the writings for the 
School) though she promised to send him a piece of money afterwards 
the Master the very first day whipt the said boy severely three times, 
so that the boy would not be prevailed with to go any more. 

‘ANNE X WILBY 
* her Mark.” 


**Nicholas Morris of Batley gives in evidence that the present 
Master of the ffree Schoole, Mr. Lacock, will not receive any to the 
School without a shilling for an entring penny, contrary to the writings 
for the said schoole, and has soe extreamly abused his children that 
this complainant is forced to be at the charge and inconvenience to 
keep four of his children at forraign schools which formerly learned 
with the said Master, the oldest of which inhumanely he struck under 
the ear with the ferula, that his fellow schollers supposed for sometime 
he had been slain, and when he was sent to a forraign school in reveng 
he whipt the next in age of the said children nineteen times in five 
days time. 

« And when he was desired to teach the oldest of the said children 
to write, which he is engaged to do by the grant of the school, he 
answered he scorned to teach him or any other to write, and when this 
complainant told him he would send him to Byrstall to write he said 
then he should not be his schollar any more for other learning. Besides 
it has been his custom to employ the boys in hay time and harvest to 
make hay and glean. And has neglected his school, leaving it to the 
care of the boys, and followed badging. And when this complainant 
kild a fat swine he used to say now comes things and puddings or I 
will get whip a-gate, for the fewer schollers the better chear. And also 
contrary to the intent of the Donor he has also taken upon him to be 
a Curate. So witnesseth 

“ Yo" humble servant, 
“NicHotas Morris.” 


“ Joseph Brook of Batley, complaining, showeth that he being an 
inhabitant in the Town, farming there to the value of Twenty-seven 
pounds yearly, sent three children to y" free school, and he who is now 
the Master, viz M* Lacock, grumbled to receive them, alleadging they 
were not born in the Town. 
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“But this complainant, to carry favour with him, gave him three 
shillings and a Load of wheat, but yet through the Master’s negligence, 
they not profiting, he is forsed to send them to forraign Schools.” 


“Lords and gentlemen ffefeys, this is to let you understand that I 
sent two boys to Batley School, to be taught by M* Robert Lacock, the 
Master thereof, and after a short time he began to abuse them in a 
fearfull manner, the younger of them he took by the neck and bruised 
him against a staff in such a manner that he was not able to stand but 
fell down, and then he punshed him w' his foot that he was not able 
as much as to open his mouth. which made him very unwilling to go 
to schole. 

“©The older boy, when he should have taught him, he sent him 
to make hay, by which he got a ; continuing a great while 
before I could tell how he got it; then he sent them both to glean and 
bring their gleanings to schole ; they both went to schole betwixt 3 
and 4 years and made little improvement by reason of his neglect, not 
teaching them a lesson but one for the space of six days together, so I 
would desire your Lordships to consider of it, for now I have thre boys 
and am forsed to send them to another schoole, which is a very great 
charge, besides a great inconvenience, in that they have two miles to go 
to schole every day. «So I am your humble servant 

“ BENJAMIN Harryson.” 


This evidence was laid before a meeting of the trustees 
held at the school on the 1st April, 1695, Sir George Cooke, 
Samuel Birkby, Timothy Heaton, Daniel Pickering, Marma- 
duke Shepley, Edward Deane, vicar, and Matthew Jefferson, 
churchwarden, being present, when it was resolved to dismiss 
Mr. Robert Laycock from his position as master of the school, 
and to elect Edmund Lee, z.a., Doncaster, to the vacancy. 


Mr. Laycock then laid his case before the Archbishop of 
York, as visitor of the school, and his Grace declined to act 
until he had heard both sides. A statement embodying the 
evidence was prepared and submitted to his Grace on the 22nd 
of the same month, by Samuel Birkby and Nicholas Morris; 
his Grace evidently approved the action of the trustees, and the 
matter ended. 
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Edmund Lee was succeeded by Nathaniel Booth, whom I 
have before mentioned as having erected the master’s house. 


He was succeeded, I believe, by John Pighells, born at 
Mirfield 14th February, 1700, baptized when an infant by an 
“Independent Teacher,” and was rebaptized at Batley, on the 
ist January, 1735, by the Rev. Thomas Rhodes, the vicar. He 
died in June, 1736, and was interred at Batley. 


He was succeeded by the Rev. Thomas Rhodes, Vicar of 
Batley, who was a very active man, and took great interest in the 
temporal, spiritual, and intellectual welfare of his parishioners. 
He perpetuated his memory by several entries in the Parish 
Register, one of the most remarkable, and probably one that 
he looked upon with the greatest pride and admiration, was the 
one where he recorded that himself and the churchwardens 
beautified the church by plastering the ceiling. He died in 
November, 1753, and on the 16th of that month was interred 
in the church, having been vicar thirty-five years and school- 
master seventeen years. 


On the 2oth February, 1754, Joseph Hargreaves was 
appointed master. He appears to have taken holy orders, and 
was succeeded in 1796 by the Rev. Matthew Sedgwick, who 
died December, 1831, and then followed the masters in the 
following order, viz: 


Rev. Joseph Senior, appointed 13th February, 1832. 


Rev. F, A. Vincent 5 17th July, 1851. 
Rev. H, P. Kendall i 15th June, 1860. 
Rev. B. Christopherson _,, 12th December, 1864. 


Rev. J. E. L. Nowers ,, 1ith February, 1869. 


I have now traced the Batiey Grammar School and its 
endowment from its foundation to the present time; I have 
given a short genealogical account of its founder and his family, 
the names of all the trustees and schoolmasters from the first to 
the termination of the old management, with a gencalogical 
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account of the principal trustees. Charitable gifts to Batley 
have hitherto been few in number, and a gift equal in value at 
the present day to that of the Grammar School, would entitle 
the giver to have his memory perpetuated in a permanent and 
conspicuous manner; and yet ie Rev. William Lee has long 
been forgotten except by the few, though thousands owe their 
success in life to his kind forethought, benevolent disposition, 
and strong affection for his native town. ‘Too little has been 
done to impress it on the minds of the people. 


The following is from the Concise Description of the 
Endowed Grammar Schools of England and Wales, by Nicholas 
Carlisle, Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries, London, 1818. 


“ The School is open to the boys of the whole Parish, indefinitely, 
free of expense, and the average number is about Fifty. Very few 
Extra-Parochial Scholars attend, the number seldom exceeding to or 
12,—but at present, not even that number. Boys are admitted, on 
application to the Master, as soon as they are capable of reading the 
New Testament in English, and may remain as long as their Parents 
choose. 

“Litty’s Latin Grammar improved by Warp, and the Eton 
Greek Grammar, are those in use: and the system of Education is 
such as is generally followed in Grammar Schools, except that the 
Master is required by the Foundation Deed to teach English and 
writing, and also arithmetic by a particular agreement with the Trustees 
of the School. 

‘But Classical learning here is now, and for some time past, has 
been little regarded—the Inhabitants being persons engaged in business, 
and almost entirely of the lower class of labouring people. Reading, 
writing, and arithmetic are, therefore, all that they wish for in the 
education of their children, with very few exceptions. And even these 
branches of Instruction they are far from regarding with that concern, 
which might be desired. 


“‘ The present master is, The Revd. Marrnew Sepewrck, whose 
Salary is £110. per annum, and a house. This Gentleman does not 
take any Pupils to board and educate, having declined that important 
task for a few years past ; when he did take Boarders, his Terms were 
35 guineas per annum. 
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“There is no Usher or Assistant provided for, or appointed by 
the Foundation Deed ; but the present Master employs one constantly 
at his own expense, to whom he pays 35 guineas a year. 

“No Register of Scholars educated here, has been kept,—but it 
is credibly stated, that Dr. Prrestiey had the early part of his educa- 
tion in this School. 

*¢ The present amount of all the School estates being £133..10..0. 
a year,” 

The condition of the school described in the above extract 
continued until the year 1873, when the Charity Commis- 
sioners, issued a new scheme under the Endowed Schools Act 
of 1869—the following being the first co-optative governors. 


J. B. Greenwood, Dewsbury Moor 
William Carr, Gomersall 

W. H. Colbeck, Upper Batley 
George Fox, Staincliffe 

George Jubb, Batley 

Michael Sheard, Brookroyd, Batley 


A new school and master’s house have been erected at a 
cost of £4,500, and were opened in the year 1878. 


The following extracts from a circular written by the 
chairman and issued by order of the governors, show by 
contrast the great improvement in the general character of the 
school, its educational advantages and results. 


“By the New Scheme the old trust was cancelled, the foundation 
widened, and the School is now absolutely one for the people, without 
distinction of creed, governed by thirteen Governors, seven of whom 
are elected by the people’s representatives on the Town Council and 
School Boards of the parish, the remaining six being Co-optative 
Governors elected by the whole body as vacancies occur. So anxious 
are the Governors that the youth of the parish and district should enjoy 
the advantages afforded by such a first-class educational institution, that 
they are determined to maintain it on a broad and liberal basis in every 
respect, that none from conscientious or other reasons, can object to 
place their boys under the care of the Head Master. 


** Very few Masters can show such a record of success. During 
the last two Terms of 1889 the following distinctions have been gained : 
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“CAMBRIDGE. 

« A. S. Ramsey, Scholar of Magdalene College, Sixth Wrangler. 
(In Part III. of the Mathematical Tripos, 1890, open to 
Wranglers only, Mr. Ramsey was placed THIRD.) 

«G. H. MCC. Kixsurn, Classical Sizarship of £50 at St. John’s 
College. 

** LONDON. 

“HH. T. Spencer, B.A. degree, Open Scholarship of £40, and 
Prizeman and Associateship at Owen’s College. B.Sc., with 
Honours in Mathematics, Victoria University, and Scholar- 
ship of £60 a year for three years at Mansfield College, 
Oxford, June, 1890. 

*¢ Boys attending this School have many opportunities of obtaining 
a free education. The Governors every year give Ackroyd Scholarships 
of maximum value of {10 in the Senior and £8 in the Junior, tenable 
for three years, to the extent of £150, They also grant by way of 
Exhibitions tenable at the School, Exemption from School Fees as a 
reward of merit only. Some of these are restricted to candidates from 
Elementary Schools in the ancient parish of Batley, the remainder are 
open to general competition, the successful boys being ranked as 
Foundation Scholars. 

“UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS. 

© The School, in conjunction with several others in Yorkshire, has 
the privilege of annually competing for the Ackroyd Scholarships, 
tenable at Oxford or Cambridge, value {50 per annum. 

* A complete Chemical Laboratory and a Science Lecture Hall 
have been erected at a cost of £1200, fitted with the most modern 
and approved Apparatus for the practical teaching of Natural Science. 
This Department has been most successful, having twice obtained the 
first place in Honours in the Kingdom, and this year gaining the largest 
number of distinctions of any School in the Kingdom. 

* Signed, on behalf of the Governors, 
« MICH* SHEARD. 
“ Chairman.” 

It is only right to add, that the rapid increase of population 
and wealth in Batley during the last fifty years have created 
additional educational requirements, which have been satisfac- 
torily provided for by the governors under the new scheme. 
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The Will of he Reverend William Bee. 


[* the Name of God Amen ; the 20 Day of Nov™ Ann. Domini 

1617. I, William Lee of Stapleford, within the Diocese of Ely, 
Clerk, do make and ordain this my last Will and Testament in manner 
and form following; that is to say, first, 1 commend my soul into the 
Hands of my Heavenly Father, desiring his great Mercy to accept of 
the same, which is my depositum; which altho’ it be blemish’d with 
divers offences, yet I hope of his mercy and goodness in Christ Jesus 
that he will purge and cleanse the same (Oh! thou Lover of Souls) 
Also I commend unto his gracious Providence all the things that I 
leave here behind me being directed unto some uses, to defend and 
direct the same; so that any thing may be to his due use and End. 
And whereas M" Blamfield of Trinity Hall in Cambridge, is indebted 
to me in the Sum of Twenty Pounds as appeareth by his obligation: 
I do hereby give and bequeath the said Twenty Pounds unto John Lee 
son of my late Brother deceased, to be paid at his age of twenty one 
years; and whereas one Leonard Nightingale of Yeelinge in the County 
of Kent, is indebted to me in the sum of ten Pounds as appeareth by 
his obligation: I do hereby give and bequeath the said sum of ten 
Pounds unto Alice Lee Daughter of John Lee my late Brother 
deceased, to be paid at her age of twenty years, or at her Day of 
Marriage, whether of them shall first happen, And whereas Mr. 
Simons of Whittleford is indebted to me in the sum of fifty Pounds 
and likewise . . . . . of the same Town is indebted to me in 
the sum of fifty, and whereas my late deceased Brother John Lee did 
by his Will, amongst other aS give and bequeath unto his 
Daughter Mary Lee the sum of fourscore Pounds, which I stand 
charged to pay ; my Will is that the two several Debts of fifty Pounds 
shall be paid unto the said Mary Lee, that is to say Eighty Pounds 
thereof for the eighty Pounds given by her Father’s Will, and the 
other twenty Pounds thereof as a Legacy, which I do hereby give and 
bequeath unto her, which said hundred Pounds shall be paid her at the 
age of twenty years or at her Day of Marriage whether of them shall 
first happen: And whereas Sir John Wood, Knight, is indebted to me 
in a certain sum of money; as by his writings obligatory to me made 
appeareth; My Will is, and I do hereby give and bequeath unto 
Robert Lee son of my late Brother John Lee deceased the sum of 
twenty Pounds out of the said Debt, due to me from Sir John Wood, 
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to be paid at his age of twenty one years, Provided and my will is that 
if any of the said children shall fortune to die before their Portion shall 
grow due then my will is that the Portion and Portions of such so 
dying shall be equally and indifferently divided and paid unto and 
amongst such of the said children who shall survive at the time and 
times before limited respectively. Item I give and bequeath unto any 
of the said children the sum of twenty six shillings and eight pence to 
be raised out of the profits of any of the said Legacies respectively 
yearly to be paid unto them and any of them towards their maintenance 
half yearly by equal Portions, untill any of their Portions respectively 
shall grow due to be paid as aforesaid, Item I do hereby appoint and 
do earnestly request my worthy kind friend M" Doctor Allot of Cam- 
bridge, unto whom I have joined Thomas Bevis of Stapleford, to be 
Supervisors of this my last Will and Testament; and I have requested 
my loving friend M* North Harrison of Cambridge to join with my 
said Supervisors, as occasion hereafter may fall out, to be aiding and 
assisting my Executor of this my Will, by their best advises and 
directions for the executing of this my Will, and do hereby require 
and charge my said Executor as he tendereth my Love and his own 
Good, not to do anything concerning the execution of this my Will, 
without the advice of my forenamed friends or two of them, whereof 
M' Doctor Allot to be one. And whereas I have been erecting a free 
school at Batley in the County of York and have brought the value 
thereof towards the School Master’s stipend and maintenance to Twelve 
Pounds Ten shillings per ann. and being desirous to increase the same 
to fifteen pounds per annum, have sent at several times the sums of 
Fifty Pounds and twenty eight pounds as may appear by particular 
receipts under the Hand of John Maud of Wakefield, Clothier, to 
buy a purchase which should yield Four Pounds per ani, which in the 
whole does amount to sixteen Pounds ten shillings per annum, whereof 
the twelve Pounds ten shillings being made fifteen Pounds per annum 
for the School Master, there will remain Thirty shillings per annum to 
be employed to such uses as shall be expressed in a certain writing by 
me made to certain Feoffees, which Writing I am desirous may with 
all speed be perfected in regard of my want of Health, which only 
stayeth now bor the Performance of the four Pounds per annum with 
the Money as abovesaid remaining in the Hands of the said John Maud, 
which Purchase, in regard he hath always paid, for that he hath bought 
after the Rate of Twenty years Purchase (which I think to be very 
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dear in that Country) I wish the said Twenty Eight Pounds may serve 
for the effecting of the said four Pounds per annum; but if it cannot, 
rather than it should be long deferr’d | am willing to send ten Pounds 
more for the perfecting the same, and whereas I am seized in Fee of 
and in acertain Tenement in Stapleford, wherein I now dwell, with the 
Appurtenances, which I intend shall be assured for ever to the uses 
hereafter mentioned; that is to say, the one half of the Profits thereof 
coming shall be yearly employed to the use of the poor of Stapleford, 
and the other half of the Profits thereof coming shall be employ’d in 
and about the yearly Repairing of the Parish Church of Stapleford 
according to an Instrument or Draught drawn to that Purpose which 
is as yet unfinished, and lest it should please God to take me out of 
this mortal Life by reason of my weakness before the said Instrument 
be finished, I give and bequeath the said Messuage or Tenement with 
the appurtenances unto Thomas Bevis, William Kempe, Thomas 
Westarne, and John Ansell, and their Heirs, that they may assure the 
same to remain for ever according to the intent and purpose of the 
said Instrument or Draught, which I leave behind me unto them for 
their better direction. All the Residue of my goods and chattles, un- 
bequeathed, my debts paid, my funeral charges defrayed, I give and 
bequeath unto William Lee my Nephew, son of John Lee my late 
Brother deceased, whom I make sole executor of this my last Will and 
testament. 

In Witness whereof to these presents I have set my Hand and 
Seal in the presence of us whose names are underwritten, North 
Harrison, William Williams, Leonard Greene, by me William Lee. 


Tue 31% of December An. Dom: 1617. I, William Lee, Vicar of 
Stapleford in the County of Cambridge, do ordain this as a Codicil 
to be annexed to my last Will already written, and hereby I do will 
and declare as. follows: And first I being Minister of the Word of 
God and a Clergyman have thought it my Duty not to be unmindful 
of it, and therefore by the mercy of God and your patience that are 
Feoffees, I do ordain that there shall be a sermon yearly to be preached 
in Batley Church by M* Joseph Howorth or by the Minister of the 
said Church for the time being, and I have made Choice of the Day 
whereon the said Sermon shall be preached yearly to be the Sabbath 
Day next following the 26" Day of February: and if it fall out, the 
said 26" Day of ffebruary to be the Sabbath Day, then the said Sermon 
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shall be preached the same Day, and because the Feoffees may take 
occasion to meet the Day of the said Sermon yearly, I do give them 
yearly three shillings and four pence to drink it in Wine that day of 
the said Sermon. I do also give and bequeath ten shillings to be dis- 
tributed yearly the same Day unto the Poor of the Parish of Batley. 
And I do request the feoffees that when the number of ffeoffees shall 
begin to decrease and to be not above the Number of six that then the 
ffeoffees then being, shall meet at the School House, and there chuse 
so many sufficient ffeoffees as shall be wanting of the full number. And 
lest the School Master of the Free School of Batley should not be 
employ’d, and therefore have no Reward I do Will aud appoint that he 
shall shew unto the ffeoffees then and there being all the Breaches of 
the School House in and about the same, And I do will and ordain 
that the ffeoffees shall speedily take order for the Repairing of the said 
Breaches and De . . . ._ And 1 do give and bequeath unto the School 
Master for the time being Ten Shillings yearly to be paid unto him by 
the ffeoffees upon the said Day of the preaching of the said Sermon in 
regard of his Parts, and also of my desire to increase his stipend. Also 
my Will is that if the Minister of Batley for the time being be either 
unable or unwilling to preach the said Sermon, that then he and the 
School Master for the time being shall provide some other sufficient 
Minister to perform the same, and that whosoever shall preach the said 
Sermon shall for his pains have six shillings and eight pence, to be paid 
unto him upon the said Sermon Day. And my Will and meaning is, 
and I do hereby grant that all the several Payments in this present 
Codicil mentioned and contained shall be paid by the Feoffees out of 
the Profits of the Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, which are or 
shall be purchased by the Feoffees, upon their last Purchase by me 
appointed and agreed. 
By me Wiztiam Lee. 


TBe Girls’ Free ScBoo!, 


FOUNDED), 1787. 


==—WHE character and object of this school are fully 
fi, described in the following rules, adopted at a public 


meeting held for the purpose, in 1787. 


Batley Female School. 


HEREAS, Lady Eleanor Assheton* and many other Proprietors 

of Lands, and Inhabitants of Batley, have thought proper to 

found and endow a School for the female Children of the poorer sort 

of Inhabitants of the said Township, in the principles of the Christian 
Religion and Housewifery. 


At a Meeting held this day, the 19th of February, at the Free 
School in Batley aforesaid, 1787. 


Resolved :— 

1, That the Money subscribed for this purpose be immediately collected 
by the Treasurer, who shall lodge the same in one of the Leeds 
Banks untill wanted. 


2. That this Meeting do proceed to elect a Treasurer and Committee 
to carry on the business of Building the School, and that they have 
power to call future Meetings for all other purposes relating to 
this Charity. 


* Daughter of the Rev. John Copley of Batley Hall, Rector of Thornhill. 


THE GIRLS’ FREE SCHOOL. 187 


. That the Mistress of this School be chosen by a majority of the 
Trustees, who shall have power to direct the discipline thereof 
and to displace the Mistress in case of neglect or any other 
misbehaviour. 


. And as it is hoped that there will always be a Woman of sufficient 
abilities and qualifications to be found in Batley, that the Mistress 
of this School in that case be a Batley Woman. 


. That the number of Children to be admitted, with the mode of 
their being chosen, continuance of Education, and also the finding 
and securing the Endowment upon Land Security be left to the 
conduct of the Trustees, or considered at a future day; but that 
the Education of the Children do consist solely of Reading, 
Knitting and Needlework. 


. That the Vicar of Batley for the time being and the Steward of 
Lady Asheton* and her representatives be perpetual Trustees of 
this School, and that five others be elected out of the Subscribers, 
or Inhabitants of Batley at large, and that they seven do constitute 
the Government thereof. 


. That this School be built under the direction of a Committee of 
Subscribers, and situate at the bottom of the Orchard of John 
Firth, near the Church in Batley if such place can be come at, or 
in some other place as near the Church as may be. 


. That whensoever the Interest arising from the money funded, or 
from any other benefactions which shall hereafter be made to this 
Charity, shall amount to such a yearly sum as in the opinion of the 
Trustees shall be sufficient to Educate a larger number of Children 
than the School shall then consist of, the Trustees shall proceed 
to elect in the usual way a further number in addition to the same. 


. That upon the decease of any of the said Elected Trustees, the 
Survivors shall immediately proceed to elect at a Vestry Meeting 
out of the Inhabitants of Batley or subscribers if living, by vote 
another Trustee in the room of such deceased one, and that ten 
days’ previous notice shall be given of such Meeting for the choice 
of a Trustee, in the church of Batley. 


« Agent for the Batley Estate. 
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to. And whereas it is likely that but a very small stipend can be 
annexed to this School at present, yet upon a conviction of the 
utility of the scheme and the benefit which will result to society 
therefrom, it is hereby resolved that the same be carried into 
immediate execution in hope that the same principle which has 
instituted it will continue to cherish and promote its welfare. 


11. And that upon the building of this School being completed by the 
Committee hereinafter named, they shall immediately call a meeting 
of the Subscribers to chuse Trustees and to make any other 
resolution relative to the government of the same. 


(Signed by) Jos* Harcreaves, Schoolmaster 
Joxun Detcuton, Curate 
Tuo: THompson 
Treasurer M® Ricu® ScHoLeriELD Epw?® Sykes, Steward 
CHARLES STEER 


y Joxun Hepwortu Ricu? MacueEtt 
= Jere. SHarp Sam* Ropinson 
—& Joun Cuapwick Joun Wape 

5 Jos* ScHOLEFIELD Joun HepwortH 
O AsramM Naytor Joun Cuapwick 


JosHua ScHOLEFIELD 
Jeremy SHARP 
CHARLES SPEDDING 
Ricu? ScHOLEFIELD 
Tuo’ KNowLes 
ApramM NayLor 


N.B.—The difficulty of obtaining a situation (site) and other 
unforseen causes prevented any further steps being taken at that time, 
and a great part of the subscription was lost, at least more than £20 of 
it, for want of being collected. In this situation matters remained till 
the year 1789, when M* Thompson and M' Steer undertook the charge 
of building the School. The work was let July 2" 1789 but not 
completed till the year 1791, and in the month of April of that year 
the subscriptions were collected and it was found that after payment of 
all the bills, there would remain about £140 to be funded for the salary 
of the Mistress. 
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The first Trustees were T. Thompson, Chas. Steer, Ed. Sykes, * 
Jos* Scholefield, Rev* M. Hargreaves, Rev® M. Deighton. 


Mr’ Steer was appointed the Treasurer, and he placed the money 
in the hands of Messrs. Wilson & Chester in whose possession it 
remain’d till the death of M" Wilson in Feby., 1810. 


The Mistress entered to the School, August 20th, 1791, but being 
a person utterly unqualified for the office, little benefit has resulted from 
it till in December last, 1808, she left of her own accord. 


M*' Steer received the interest and paid the Mistress from 1791 to 
the time of his death, but no book of accounts was delivered up to the 
Trustees; only a slip of paper stating the balance in his hands which 
was duly paid to M* Deighton and by his executrix to M" Thompson. 


FEMALE SCHOOL, AUGST toT#, 1809, 


M* Thompson having survived the whole Body of Trustees ; 
and the Rules of the Institution having been wholly disregarded, he 
called in the aid of the Earl of Wilton’s Steward, and on the 10™ of 
Augst., 1809, filled up the Trust out of the surviving subscribers 
according to the directions of the Foundation Deed. 

Present Trustees ) Rev? M® Foxtey 

Ex officio | M® R. Denna * 
TxHot THompson 
WM Izgpetson 
Gro. WALKER 
Joun ScaTCHERD 
Joshua NEwsoMeE 


And We whose names are hereunto subscribed being the major 
part of the Trustees, do hereby elect Ann Allot, widow, to be Mistress 
of the said School, subject to the conditions of the Foundation Deed 
or Articles. TxHo® THOMPSON 

F. SyKEs 
W™ Isperson 
Joun ScaTcHERD 


* Agent for the Batley Estate. 
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And we also hereby appoint M‘ Thompson to be our Treasurer, 
to receive the Rents and Revenues of the School and to pay to the 
Mistress the sum of Eight Pounds per year by monthly Payments, 
until it shall be otherwise ordered and determined by a Majority of the 
Trustees. 

Joun ScaTcHERD 
Jost Newsom 
W™ IspeTson 
Grorce WALKER 


The School from the above date appears to have been 
managed according to the rules. The stipend paid to the 
Mistress was £7 per annum, which was advanced in 1810 to 
£8 2s. 6d. per annum, and continued at that amount until 1834, 
when an effort was made to increase the endowment, the result 
being, that the debt on the Trust Estate was paid and the 
endowment fund increased to £200, at which sum it stood at 
the time the School was finally closed in 1871. From 1834 
to 1871 the stipend paid to the Mistress was {10 per annum. 


The School and Schoolhouse were sold to Messrs. Taylor 
for £250, which, with the endowment fund and accumulated 
interest now amount to about {go0o0, invested with the 
Charity Commissioners and the Batley Corporation. 


The present Trustees are the Vicar (Rev. T. G. Davis), 
Samuel Jubb, and Michael Sheard. 


ai PpelilS Charity was founded in 1518, by the Rev. William 

i Aikerode, Rector of Long Marston, near York, and a 
native of Batley, for the purpose of maintaining for 
ever a scholar at one of the Universities, being one 
of his descendants, bearing his name, failing which, then one of 
the same blood. The scheme is clearly defined in his will. 


The whole of the property from which the income is 
derived is situate in Batley. 


By an inquisition and decree bearing date the 22nd May, 
1699, after reciting the will, and that it had been found by the 
jurors that one Richard Nettleton and others therein named, 
had acted as trustees of the lands given to the charitable use, 
lying in Batley, being of the value of the sum of £13 Ios. per 
annum, without any authority, and had nominated a scholar in 
Cambridge to receive the rents and profits of the said lands in 
Batley, who was not of the blood of the donor nor belonging 
to Marston or Hutton—it was decreed that Thomas Crofts and 
three other persons therein named, with the Rector of Long 
Marston for the time being, should be trustees for the said 
charitable use, and that they or the greater number of them, 
should from time to time demise the said lands and tenements 
to the best advantage of the scholar so to be sent to either of the 
Universities, and should from thenceforth nominate such scholar 
pursuant to the will, and to receive the rents and profits of the 
premises and pay the same according to the true intent and 
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meaning thereof. Having thus been restored to the position in 
which it was left by the founder, it continued to be reasonably 
and fairly administered to the year 1874, when the annual 
value having largely increased by the granting of building 
leases, the Charity Commissioners took it in hand, and issued 
a scheme by which £150 per annum is set apart for the main- 
tenance of one or two scholars, being next of kin to the 
founder, at one of the Universities, and a further sum of {£150 
per annum in three open scholarships tenable for three years at 
Oxford or Cambridge; the balance of nett income being divided 
in certain proportions between the Yorkshire College, Leeds, 
and the Batley Grammar School. 


RENTAL OF THE EstaTE. 


Gh 
In 1699 the Estate produced 13 10 © per annum 
» 1762 » >? 17 Io 12) ” » 
»” 1775 ” » S4 10 ie) 2» » 
» I8g1 99 99 £1FO) (Ov 2 3; 5 


THe Will of Master William Wikerode, Rector of 
Marston CfurcB. 


Translated from the original in the -Archbishop’s Registry, York. 


| fi the name of God, Amen. On the 12 day of September, in the 
year of the Lord one thousand five hundred and eighteen, I, 
William Aikerode, of sane mind, old and feeble in body, make my 
will in this manner: First, [ bequeath my soul to Almighty God, 
to the blessed Virgin Mary, and to all the Saints, and my body 
to be buried in my chancel of Marston, otherwise called Hoton 
Wandesley, near to the body of my mother. Itm. I bequeath my 
best animal to the most reverend father and lord in Christ, Lord 
Thomas, Cardinal of Rome, with the title of Saint Ecclesia, and 
Archbishop of York, or to any other canonically holding that see, 
in the name of my mortuary. Itm. I give to a proper priest seven 
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marks of good English money, that he may pray for my soul and for 
the souls of my parents and of all my benefactors for the space of one 
year in the said church. I bequeath two torches to the said church, 
and one gradale and two quarters of wheat to the poor order of 
Brothers in the city of York, to be divided amongst them. Itm. I 
bequeath two quarters of a brasii of barley to my poor parishioners. 
Itm. I desire that Master Henry Aikerode and Edmund his brother 
shall have all my tenements which I bought of Thomas Sothill and 
Edward Copley, for an exhibition for them whilst they or either of 
them shall remain at Cambridge or Oxford as scholars during vacation 
or study, if they should have no exhibition. 


Further I desire that the said Henry Aikerode and Edmund his 
brother, with Henry Draper and other feoffees of mine who occupy 
my lands and tenements, shall keep one scholar at Oxford or Cambridge 
to the end of the world, that he may be my nearest blood relation and 
of my name of Aikerode, and apt to study, and if there should not be 
any of my name suitable, Henry Aikerode and Edmund his brother 
and Henry Draper shall choose one suitable, the nearest to me by 
blood of another name, and when that scholar shall have been benefitted 
there to the amount of ten marks, another feoffee of mine shall be kept 
in his expenses there to the amount of six marks six shillings and eight 
pence per annum and no more, unless he become denigens, and if there 
should be no one suitable of my own blood, they shall choose one on 
the Marston or Hoton feof who is suitable, so that one may be always 
there, and that he may pray for me, for my parents, my relations, my 
patron, my parishioners, and my benefactors for ever. And I bequeath 
all my books to Master Henry Aikerode and Edmund his brother. 
Itm. I bequeath to all the priests at my funeral, six pence. 


The remainder of all my goods, I give and bequeath to Master 
Henry Aikerode, Edmund his brother, and Henry Draper, and I 
appoint and constitute the same my Executors, that they may order 
and dispose my goods as it may seem best to them to please God and 
profit my soul. And Master Robert Wade, Bachelor in Sacred 
Theology, I appoint supervisor to the presents of my will. These 
being witnesses, John Tailor, John Shaw, Thomas Acom, and others, 
Given on the day and year aforesaid. 

Proved, 16th Oct., 1518. 


25 


HE earliest accounts I have met with are dated 25th 
January, 1682, when William Brigg,* constable, sub- 
mitted a statement of his receipts and expenditure 

for the previous year, showing he had received the 
sum of £10 18s. 8d., and disbursed £8 16s. 2d., and that he 
was indebted to the Town to the amount of £2 2s. 6d. The 
accounts were accepted and approved at a Town’s meeting and 
signed by Samuel Hird, Henry Earnshaw, Jose. Brigg, John 

Fourness, William Wormald, and Michael Broadhead. 

The accounts continue with little variation until the year 
1696, when Marmaduke Shepley of Carlinghow, being 
constable for the year, produced the following detailed account 
of his expenditure. 


The Accounts of Marmaduke Shepley, (Constable of Batley, for y* 
yeare 1696, Disbursed as follows: 


d. 


G& & 

Imp. paid for my oath at entrance. : : 4 : 00 OO 04 

for a yaite stoop sctteing and a wall Mending at Brownehill 00 00 08 
for Releiveing a Seaman travelleing to ware in Hereford- 

shire : : ‘ : : x ; ; : 00 00 03 

for Lodgeing a Traveller and releif . : 3 : ; co 00 06 
for Lodgeing and Releif of a traveller comeing out of 

Scotland for hull : Z : : : : : 00 00 08 
paid to y® Cheife Connstable for a Robery and my gate to 

: : ¢ : : ‘ : oOo OI OO 


pay it . ; 3 


* William Briggs, a Dissenter, was fined £10, at the Leeds Sessions, July, 1682. Oliver 
Heywood’s Diary, Vol. ii. p. 293. 


Spent at takeing y* old Connstable’s account 

Spent upon y® account of Chuzeing new Surveyors 

for my gate to Wakefcild to make a returne of my warrant 
and new Surveyors’ wartt. . 

paid to Benj. Beamont for Lodgeing four Soldiers and 
Releife for ye™ 

for Carryeing a Seaman and his wife to Morley and 
Releiveing y&™ 

paid for Meinteneance of 2 Soldiers and a Serjeant and 
theire Lodgeing . : 

for 2 old Surveyors Goeing twice to Wakefeild to give 
their answer and to returne names of new ones 

Spent at Dewsbury when wee went befor Mt Nettleton 
about Liufsedg child 

for Going to M' Nettleton’s to make a returne of wt seamen 
we had 

for Goeing to Wakefeild to give z an answer to ye 14 articles 

Given to y® Cheife Connstable 

Given to poor Gentleman his wife & 2 children with a 
passe . 

paid for an abstract warrant about Births, &e. 

fee my gate upon sumons to Wakefeild, to make a Returne 
of psons for y* land tax 

Given to Two Gentlemen which were allowed to travell 
from Ireland to London, to make their adres to the 
Indy Merchants about theire great Losse at Sea, 
expecteing releife out of y® funds belonging yt 
Company 

Given a poor Mann with a passe out of ye hospitall at 
London, yt had a wife and 3 children along with him. 

for a Hue and Cry 

Given to a Sick man with a "passe from Chester to Hoxney 
in Suffolk. 

for my gate to Wakefeild to make a Returne of w' free- 
holders we had . 

for y® Cloth Searchers oath his gate and wartt, for ye new 
overseers of y® poor and, my owne gate to Wakefeild 

paid to John Healey for a new yate at Birstall Smithies 

for his day worke in Mendeing and Hingeing other yaites. 

To Godfrey Tomlinson for a days help to Mend y® walls 
and yates & Expenses. : 

Given to a Sick Woman travelling to Knarsbrough 

for Butts Mending # é 4 
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In most towns in England in the days of archery, a spot was appropriated for the exercise of 


the bow. Several fields in Batley are called ‘‘ The Butts.” 
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paid which were in arreare to John Bradley for writeing 5 
duplicates & goeing to Wakefld. . : 

To Timothy Heaton for gocing 3 times to Wakefeild twice 
within my time & once before. 

To M' Gledhill for goeing hovr to Wakefeild about windows 
and writeing 3 Assess's 

To Joshua Beckett for goeing to Wakefeilde to give account 
wt moneys they Recei. befor y¢ 4 of May 

To Jo. Hardcastle and John... cither of thm... 

Spent at May day at Adwalton Court the Jury Mann ye 
Stewart and chargs of Sworne Menn and pinder 

fora Hue andaCry . 

Spent att Corroner Inquest at Birstall of John Heartley 
Child ; 

Given to nine passingers A man & his wife & five of theire 
owne Children and other 2 Little boyes 

paid to Benj. Beaumont for Crooke for pinfold doore . 

for a planke for Stockes* ; 

for Two abstract warrants about y® Land tax & windows 
& for my gate to make a Return of whome I sumond to 
be Assesors . é 

for writeing 2 Assessments about Births and buryalls &e. . 

Given to a poor traveller 

Given to a Gentlewoman with a passe her mother & 6 
children 8 in pompany, : : ; ; : 

paid for a new book 

said for Brigg money 

paid to y® M* of y® house of Correction 

for my gate to pay & acquittances 

paid to y® pinder his wage . 

paid for a new watch bill® . ‘ 

for Gocing to give my answer to y® 14 Articles . 

Given y® to y® Cheife Connstable & for writcing 2 answers 

for Lodgeing and Releiveing five pesibEcrs and theire horse 
Kee peing . : s : 

for Crying y® old watch bill 

for Relieving and Helpeing a poor woman to Heckmond- 
wicke . 

for a yaite Stoop and ‘Hurryeing it & to George Walker 
for posteing stoop and Hingeing y® yaite . 

To Will™ Cowlin for sinkeing a hole to sett ae vate stoop 
and helpeing to hand . ; 


" The Stocks were in Stocks (Church) Lane, near the church. 


0O 


02 


» An ancient warlike weapon in the shape of a battle axe, used chiefly by foot soldiers, but also 


by Sheriffs’ officers and watchmen.—Toone’s Dictionary. 
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ge te 
For y® pinfold walls Mending, and some new stones . : 00 OI 08 
My Expense and Charge about John Barber his waiteing 
on a day and a night, and expenses . 00 04 08 
My charges of John Barber and Edward Barber's Mittimus 
and their Livring up to ye Connstable of Morley : 00 03 08 
for goeing once to Wakefeild to make returne of a warrant 
from y® cheife Connstable . : : : : : 00 00 08 
Spent at Chuzeing a new Connstable. ‘ 00 02 OO 
Given to 3 disbanded Soldiers and 2 of their wives with a 
passe for Essex . : : ; 00 00 08 
for Bridge Money and paing it att Wakefeild : 00 03 07 
for my gate to Wakefeild to return a List of freeholders 00 0O 08 
For Twelve Months Search : : : : 5 00 04 00 
For pinfold door Mendeing 5 0O OO OI 
For Releiveing a poor & weake man with a passe for Tin- 
mouth . : ; ; : ‘ : 00 0O 03 
For a Hue and Cry to Morley : ; 00 0O 02 
For a yaite Stoop of stone att Hirst and Setteing it. ; ©O0 02 OO 
Spent at Adwalton Court when I went out of office . ; 00 08 oO 
Disburs’d In all . : : : ; : : ; 07 O02 I0 


“* Novemb. y* 26 1696, Wee whose names are hereunder written 
have pused y° accounts of Marmaduk Shepley Connstable y* last 
yeare and wee find he hath Received by an Assesm‘ 07 15 02, and 
hath disbursed 07 02 10 and hath paid to Mathew Scatcherd 12° 04° 
Towards what he wants of y° Towne. 


“* Allowed by us “Natu! BootH 
his 
“ JosHua } BRooKE 


mark 


“ JoHn BraDLEy 
“Tim. Heaton ” 


“1697, Receipts 15 10 6 and Disbursments 14 18 4 of John 
Healey Constable. 
“allowed by “¢Epw? Deane, Vic. 
“© MaTHEW SCATCHERD 
“ Jos. ScOLEFIELD, mark 
“Joon Fourness 
“ MarM. SHEPLEY.” 
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SSD Res INOS hy) OO, 
‘«¢ We, whose names are underwritten, have perused y* accounts of 
Mr" Nathan Stanhope, Constable of Batley, from Michaelmas, 1732, to 
Michaelmas, 1733, and find that he has disbursed {9 155. g4d., and 
received {15 25. 6d., so that there remains due to the Town £5 6s. gd. 
As witness our hands. 
“THo: THOMPSON 
“Joun WorMaLpD 
“« Witt1am WoRMALD 
“ JAMES SCHOLEFIELD. 
““N.B. The money spent at this meeting was ordered to be paid 
by M® Stanhope after y* signing of his Acc*, which was 6*—which 
together with 6° for entering y° Acc into ye Book, and 3° for coals, 
amounts to 6° g*, so there remains due to the town exactly £5.” 


The earliest accounts of the Surveyors or Overseers of the 
Highways I have met with are for the year 1732, when Richard 
Scholefield and Thomas Carr, overseers for that year, received 
by assessment £10 65. 1od., and by neglect money £6 12s. 6d., 
together £16 19s. 4d.; and disbursed £16 115. 5d. The 
accounts were allowed on the 27th December, 1733, by John 
Horsfall, John Taylor, Francis Fourness, Timothy Brooke, 
Richard Dickinson, and John Pighells. 


The balance of 75. 11d. was “paid by consent of the 
Townsmen at Widow Beaumont’s,” “at y° same time.” This 
probably means the amount was spent in refreshments for the 
“«Townsmen ” present. 


The question of “ Drinkings” appears to have been a matter 
of importance and somewhat abused, for on the 31st January, 
1738, a memorandum of agreement was entered as follows : 


‘“‘ That for the future there is no Drinkings to be allowed to neither 
Wain Cart nor Labourer, and if any officer for the future doth give 
any Drinkings to Wain Cart or Labourer, he is to allow the same 
Drinkings out of his own Pockit. But the said Town doth allow to 
the Officers ten shillings every Year for their Drinkings. And further 
agreed that no Small Stones shall be paid for by y° said Officers, if they 
do they may take it to themselves for they will nott be allowed by the 
said Town.” 
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Foot Bridge over Geek af Gatley Carr, 1733. 


‘““Mem™ It is agreed . . the two Townships . . Batley and Soothill 
that a Wood Bridge . . . be made at y®° Expense of both Towns, at y° 
. . of Batley Carr and be maintained at the expense . . both Townships 
for ever. The Bridge to be made as follows, viz: four foot wide at y* 
Bottom with Double Rails at each side, the Long pieces that lye across 
the Rivulett to be three in number, each ten inches and an half deep at 
least, and seven inches thick, all of Heart of Oak, and y° Sleepers or 
Cross pieces at the ends to be made of Yew or good Oak strong and 
substantial, for the purpose to be covered over or laid true and hand- 
some . . with flags from Yelland Edge three inches and an half thick 
at least, by John Ashton and M* John Taylor, undertakers of the 
same; to be finished before Midsummer next for the sum of £4 Ios., 
as witness the two Undertakers hands. 

‘Signed in presence and by the consent of the Townsmen on both 

sides underwritten. 
“ Mru. MILner 


«Jer, Hearty Constables 


<* fFRAN, ffOURNESS, BenjaM. WHITAKER 
“«S. CLAPHAM W™ CHADWICK ” 


In 1740 the question of “ Drinkings” was again raised, 
and the rule adopted in 1738 for the guidance of the Surveyors 
of the Highways confirmed (iter alia) by the following 
resolution : 


“Tt is agreed upon at a General Meeting at the Work House by 
the Townsmen of Batley (and we being the principal and Leding men) 
who have hereunto set our Hands, that for the time to come no Over- 
seer or Overseers shall allow any Drink to Wains, Carts, or Labourers, 
and charge it to the said Town, if it be so it shall be out of their own 
pocket. But they shall have each of them Five shillings, that is ten 
shillings to the two Officers of the High-Ways for their Drinkings the 
said year they supply likewise no small stones to be paid for; and no 
Labourers to be hired till every man hath come his six Days, and those 
that refuse to come the said six Days, having due notice according to 
custom, any Labourer being hired, the said person or persons so neg- 
lecting to pay the said labourer or Labourers hired in his or their stead 
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their Wage or Wages according to what is expressed and hereby 
meant—and further the said officers shall gather no Neglect Money 
but of those people who keep Horses, who is to pay 2° 6° for every 
Horse so neglecting their Days according as before expressed. Witness 
our Hands this 4 Day of March, 1740. 

“Jno. TayLor 

“ CHaRLES WaDE 

“<< 'W™ Brook 

*¢ JOHN SCHOLEFIELD 

“€ JOHN SENIOR 

“James BECKITT 

“ JosHua BROOKE 

“ JosHua Heatey’ 


? 


It was the duty of the surveyors and all the occupiers of 
lands, tenements, éc., at proper seasons in each year to use their 
endeavours for the repair of the highways. 


Every person keeping a waggon, wain, cart, or plough, 
and three or more horses or oxen to draw the same, was liable 
to perform statute duty with the same six days in each year; 
the vestry to appoint three months, viz., one month in the spring 
to be called the seed month, one month in the summer to be 
called hay harvest, and one month for the corn harvest in every 
year, in which no statute work shall be done. Any occupier 
of hereditaments not exceeding the annual value of £50 was 
required to send one wain or cart with horses or oxen, and 
necessaries, and two able men with necessary shovels, spades, 
picks, and mattocks. Composition was allowed to be arranged 
between the surveyors and persons liable to statute duty, and 
most of the accounts show the receipts to consist of the assess- 
ment, composition, and neglect money. The latter was for 
fines levied under the Highway Acts for refusing to do statute 
duty as required by the surveyors. 


The usual place for holding meetings for the transaction 
of town’s business was a room in the old Workhouse, in Spa 
Lane, and some idea may be formed of the number of men 
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employed and the luxury indulged in by the leading men of 
Batley, by the manner in which the room was furnished, as 
shown by a poetical effusion written in the middle of the last 


century by one Benjamin Dickenson. 


The Tools Belonging the Highways found in y* Year 1748. 


by 
Deputy 


me. 


Upon y? 


Ther’s just one Spade of Iron made, 
Well Steel’d about y® Edges ; 

One Mattock Strong Shaft Cloth y4 long, 
Also ten Iron Wedges. 


One Gavlock Long weighty & Strong, 
One Barrow that is handy ; 

Two Iron Picks gives horrid pricks, 
If Handled well as can be. 


Two Mells with Shafts sutes well y® Crafts, 
Well Steel’d o’th Face & pointed ; 

With Sower Knocks will Break y® Rocks, 
That Nature nicely jointed. 


Utencils in y° Room belong to the Town’s Meeting. 


One Chist with Sears of Iron Bars, 

Nail’d all arround but Rusty ; 

Two Keys with Locks yt Springs & Stops, 
For our Key turner Trusty. 


Two Books there's in’t, papers of Print, 
Of Writing ther’s a Mixter ; 

Ther’s Bonds at Rates, Certificates, 
Indentures also Fix’d there. 


Two Chairs one Bed, Table at Spread, 
One Stool of Weakly Timber ; 

Its loose i’th Legs for want of pegs, 
Ore-turned an able Member. 


One Form y's Long the Legs are strong 
That Bears sever’ll in Number; 

One Range that’s set for Fire to heat 
The Fingers yt are Numb there. 


N.B. The’rs Some Tubs & Wheels not found in y® Room. 


26 


Act taken 
B. DICKINSON 
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Benjamin Dickenson collected the Land Tax in 1748, the 
overplus of one quarter of the year amounted to gs. 83d., and 
it was agreed that the surplus for the year and all future years 
should be given to the town. 


Fellonies and Misdemeanors. * 


HEREAS a great many fellonys, Transgressions, and other mis- 
demeanors, have been lately committed by number of II] 
disposed persons, within the township of Batley, In the County of 
York, and altho severall of the s* Persons who were guilty of such 
evill practices have been already discovered, and many others who were 
confederates with them might also be found out, yet the expense which 
attends the prosecution of such fellonies is a great discouragement to 
any one person to endeavour to bring such notorious villains to condign 
punishment. Insomuch that proceedings ag* them have sometimes 
been totally neglected, and at other times followed with soe much In- 
difference that the S* persons have not been brought to Justice, to the 
Inexpressible loss as wel as danger of all and every the Inhabitants of 
the said Town ; now that such practices may be prosecuted for the 
future, and that all people may be dettered from committing any more 
Crimes of the like nature, we whose hands and seals are hereunto sub- 
scribed, being the principall Inhabitants of the s* township of Batley, 
doe Joyntly and unanimously Consent and agree, that for the future all 
and every person and persons whatsoever who shall comitt any fellonys 
within the township of Batley, afores*, shall be prosecuted to the utmost 
severity the Law will admitt of, att the publick expense of the said 
township. And wee doe hereby oblige ourselves and every of us that 
when any fellony or fellonies shall be comitted within the said township, 
wee will Imediately assemble ourselves, and lay an Assessment sufficient 
to defray the Expense of prosecuting such person or persons who shall 
be guilty of the same ; which said Assessment shall be collected and 
appropriated to that use, and to no other use, Intent, or purpose, 
whatever. 


«This document is not dated, but from the names attached to it, was evidently written 
in the first half of the eighteenth century. 
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THO. THOMPSON US ARTHUR HIRSTE L.S. 
JNo. TAYLOR LS THOS. HEALEY L.S. 
JOHN WORMALD ASS THO. WALKER aS: 
WILLIAM WORMALD iS JAMES SCHOLEFIELD LS: 
RICH? DICKINSON mS: NATHAN STANHOP eS 
JOHN FOZARD 1S: JER. HEALEY 1S 
JOSEPH }| BROOKE TS! W™ CHADWICK Ts: 
JOSHUA BROOKE LS. J. THURMAN (his mark) LS. 
TIMOTHY BROOKE 10S THO. NAYLOR TS: 
JOHN HEALEY AS: JOSHUA HEALEY TES 
JOHN SCHOLEFIELD mS} JOSEPH HAIGH (his mark) LS. 
JOHNATHAN WATSON TES: Jos. DICKINSON eS: 


In the year 1761, the constable’s accounts showed receipts 
£16 5s. 52d., including an item of £2 12s. “For common 
horses and tenters,” probably for the herbage in the lanes, of 
which what is at present known as Commercial Street afforded 
a considerable area. 


The constable’s accounts continue with little variation, 
except a gradual increase in the amount, to the year 1775, when 
the expenditure having reached what the townsmen considered 
the large sum of £20 18s. 6d,, a meeting was held at the 
Workhouse, Spa Lane, on the 2nd Dec., 1776, present, John 
Taylor (Purlwell Hall), Henry Preston (Carlinghow New Hall), 
Thomas Walker, John Fearnsides, Samuel Robinson, Joshua 
Scholefield (Carlinghow Hall), Wm. Scholefield, James Healey, 
Joseph Bennitt, William Farrar, Samuel Walker (attorney, Up 
Lane), when the following resolution was passed : 


“Tt is ordered that no money be allowed in any constable’s future 
accounts for numbering the militia and expenses attending the same, or 
for the constable attending the churchwardens on a Sunday, and that 
notice of this order be given to Joseph Oldroyd, the present constable.” 


“ Drinkings” appear to have been allowed again, notwith- 
standing the resolutions passed by the ‘“‘ townsmen” at their 
annual meetings, and in 1791 it was found necessary to repeat 
by resolution “ not to allow any Drinkings on the common day 
work days, or to any cart driver or labourer.” 


204 RECORDS OF BATLET. 


In 1791-2 the Surveyor for the Highways received by 
assessment £95 125. 82d., and disbursed £95 15. 7d., leaving a 
balance of 11s. 13¢., one shilling of which was spent at the 
meeting for passing the accounts, and the remaining tos. 12d., 
and the amount of his assessment and composition, together. 
£1 35. g2d., was paid to James Healey for the loss of his horse, 
killed in Carlinghow Quarry. 


Constables for Be Township of Gatley, from Be pear 1657. 


James Ianson . 
Moses Oldred . 
Nathaniel Booth 
Michael Lee 

Giles Fawcett . : 
Anthony Foxcroft . 
Matthew Scatchard. 
Robert Walker 
Michael Broadhead . 
Robert Turner 
Nathaniel Heaton 
Jeremiah Shepley 
Joshua Brook . 
Joseph Beaumont 
Samuel Hird . 
John Fourness 

John Bradley . 
Robert Dixon. 
William Brige. : 
William Wormald . 
Joseph Brigg . 
Benjamin Harrison . 
John Hardcastle 
John Liversedge 
Joshua Beckett 
Matthew Scatcherd . 
Marmaduke Shepley 
John Healey . F 
Joshua Scholefield . 
Timothy Heaton 


William Wormald, junr. . 


Year. 
1657 
1658 
1659 
1660 
1661 
1662 
1663 
1664 
1667 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 
1679 
1680 
1681 
1682 
1683 
1684 
1685 
1686 
1691 
1694 
1695 
1696 
1697 
1698 


1699 
1700 


Jeremiah Shepley 
Timothy Heaton 
Asaph Gledhill 
Benjamin Beaumont 
Samuel Colbeck 
Joshua Wormald 
Joseph Beaumont 
James Booth 
Michael Smith 
Joseph Marsden 
Anthony Nettleton. 
William Williamson 
Stephen Tingle 
Samuel Rhodes. 
Richard Scholefield 
Benjamin Blakeley . 
John Fozard : 
William Crabtree 
Thomas Mann 

John Fourness, jun. . 
John Wormald 
Arthur Hirst . 
Joshua Brooke 
William Clarkson 
Joshua Brooke 
Tobias Fourness 
Richard Dickinson... 
Charles Wade . 


Matthew Scatcherd . 


Peter Brown 
John Gill. 


Year. 
1701 
1702 
1703 
1704 
1705 
1706 
1707 
1708 
1709 
1710 
1711 
1712 
1713 
1714 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 
1721 
1722 
1723 
1724 
1725 
1726 
1727 
1728 
1729 
1730 
1731 
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Neth s ; Year. ee 
athan Stanhope . . WR 2 1762 
Jeremy eae ee Brian Wormald : | 1763 
Jonathan Waddington . 1734 John Fearnsides : ; 1764 
Joshua Brooke : : 1735 John Wade, 1765 
Joshua Brooke : : 1736 maltster, Carlinghow (1766 
John Oldroyd . é 1737 Abram Burnley. ; 1767 
ae anaes : 1738 Joshua Taylor. 5 2 1768 
oshua Dickenson . ; 1740 || 176 

Tues | teafee||| PhomasiScholeficld) 7 lies 
cee ee ; : ; 1743 Joseph Fearnley. , 1771 

arles Naylor : , 1744 ss ; 1772 
John Walker, Dyer. ; 1745. | William Farnill 2 : ae 
Thomas Popplewell : 1747 Matthew Blakeley . : 1774 
Thomas Burnley. 1748 John Buttrey . ; Ws 
Joseph Watson ; : 1749 Edward Dean . : : 1776 
John Spedding : : 1750 Joseph Oldroyd : WG 
Robert Spedding . : 1751 William Fearnsides 1778 
William Knowles. : 1752 John Burnley . ; > 1779 
Josh. Greenwood . ; 1753 William Ibberson . . 1780 
Jeremiah Chadwick : 1754 Thomas Walker ; 1781 
Jeremiah Chadwick ; 1755 William Pearson — . ; 1782 
John Sharp. : : 1758 Samuel Robinson . ; 1783 
John Beaumont : ; 1759 Joseph Halmshaw . : 1784 
Matthew Walker . : ee 


Joseph Halmshaw appears to have been the last constable 
who rendered a separate account of receipts and disbursements, 
and the expenses of the office probably merged in those of the 
Surveyors of Highways and Overseers of the Poor. 


On the 22nd August, 1801, Mr. Thompson (Stainclifte 
Hall) late Surveyor of the Highways, having received a fine of 
£350 laid upon the Wakefield and Halifax Turnpike Road, 
produced his accounts showing how he expended the same, 
when it was found he had expended (including £51 45. 2d. 
paid to James Willans for the repair of the byeways) the sum 
of £352 11s. 44d. A fine was also laid upon the White 
Lee roads, and disbursed by Mr. Thompson, to the amount of 
£166 135. 1ozd. 
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Abraham Ibberson and George Walker were Surveyors of 
the Highways for the years 1804-5, and they appear to have 
spent the large sum of £443 16s. 4d., having received 


SE 
By fine (probably from the Trustees of the 
Turnpike Road) . : : ;  2Sionlouens 
,, an Assessment of gd. inthe £ . : 43 18 32 
,, Composition . : ; : : 5 23) Shae 
»» Yate posts . ; : : : ; S05 © 


£360 8 11} 


Mr. Ibberson was repaid the balance by four quarterly 
instalments, by the Overseers of the Poor. 


The turnpike roads in the township at this period appear 
to have been repaired under the superintendence of the Sur- 
veyors of Highways. In 1808 Mr. Joshua Nussey was 
appointed to repair the White Lee Turnpike Road, and 
received for that purpose, either from tolls or the trustees, 
the sum of £207 35. 94d. 


A very large outlay was incurred by Richard Nussey and 
Joshua Newsom, Surveyors of the Highways for the year 1807, 
when they submitted the following statement of accounts for 
the approval of the inhabitants : 


RECEIVED. JES oy ch fe gs ah 
Rate at od. inthe 4 . 44 1 32 To Mr. Cooper . . 394 © 62 
ee) yA SNOO sm 2045 10925 Repairing Highways. 100 7 4 
FeSO nas . 146 18) of° || Law, Journies; &c) 2s ones 
Composition S Gils 3 HOS Collecting Fines as GF i -® 
x1 for Carts; $3279) © Loss by Assessments 4 6 4h 
For Stone Posts 24 toe O 

4521 10 54 4519 2 3% 


For what purpose the large sum of £394 was paid to Mr. 
Cooper, there is no record, it may have been the result of an 
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indictment, or in connection with the inclosure of the common 
lands, which was in progress at this time. 


“In the year 1803 an Act of Parliament was passed for 
inclosing the commons and waste lands in the township of 
Batley, and on Monday, the 6th day of February, 1809, at the 
monthly meeting of the inhabitants of the said township, as 
the said commons and waste lands were then enclosed and 
cultivated, it was agreed that they should be assessed without 
delay, and at the same time such alterations and amendments 
made in the rates on the old lands and tenements as should be 
found just and necessary ;” and the following notice was ordered 
to be printed, and a copy left at the house of every person 
interested in the matter : 


“ BaTLEY ASSESSMENTS. 


“The Inhabitants of Batley are desired to take notice, That a 
Meeting will be held at the Free School, on Thursday next, the 
Twenty third Instant, at Two o’clock in the afternoon precisely, to 
settle the Preliminaries as to assessing the New Inclosed Lands, and 
Regulating the Rates in the said Township. And it is most earnestly 
requested, that every Person interested will attend. 

“ Batley, February 17, 1809.” 


The meeting was duly held as advertised, present : 


Messrs. Thompson Francis Machill 


Greenwood Samuel Sharp 
Cooper Joshua Scholefield 
Sedgwick Samuel Newsome 


Thomas Blakeley 
John Walker 
Josiah Wood 
John Hepworth 
Thomas Nichols 
Samuel Ward 
John Scholefield 
Jeremy Sharp 
John Parsley 
William Middlebrook 
William Ibberson 


George Hemingway 
George Walker 
Robert Brierley 
Thomas Beaumont 
Joshua Fearnley 
Robert Clapham 
John Gledhill 
John Oldroyd 
William Chadwick 
John Ellis 

James Crowther 
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Charles Spedding John Brook 
Samuel Spedding Luke Blakeley 
Peter Wilby Thomas Hall 
Joshua Nussey Samuel Preston 
John Preston Henry Garrett 
for Sarah Hall Joshua Woodcock 
Abraham Ibberson Martin Willans 
Thomas Hudswell Thomas Parr 
William Burnley Christopher Oddy 
John Oddy George Green 


It was agreed “that Mr. William Roberts, of Farnley 
Tyas, in the Parish of Almondbury, tanner, and Mr. Thomas 
Hardy, of Birks Gate, in the Parish of Kirkburton, tanner, 
shall be and are hereby appointed Commissioners to prepare 
and perform the said intended Regulation.” 


There was then in existence an old plan of the township 
made by John Parsons in the year 1756. Messrs. Roberts and 
Hardy found this plan unreliable, and a new survey was 
ordered to be taken, and a new valuation made of all land, 
tenements, and every description of property. The survey was 
made by Mr. Johnson, and the valuation by Messrs. Roberts 
and Hardy, and the cost and charges attending the same were 
paid out of the poor rates. Mr. Thompson, Mr. Greenwood, 
Mr. Joshua Nussey, Mr. John Scholefield, and Mr. Thomas 
Hall were appointed a committee to confer with the commis- 
sioners. 


Jeremiah Chadwick and Henry Garret were Surveyors 
of the Highways for the years 1808-g, and they received by 
assessment and composition £65 16s. 6d., and disbursed 


£63 145. 112d. 


The WorkGouse. 
Bier old Workhouse in Spa Lane was used principally as a 


lying-in hospital for poor women. As it was not in general 
use, it became dilapidated beyond repair, and a meeting of the 
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inhabitants of the township was held at the Workhouse, on 
Thursday, the 6th day of September, 1810, pursuant to notice 
by a printed handbill, when “it was agreed that a new Work- 
house shall be built upon the land belonging to the town of 
Batley, lying at the top of Carlinghow Lane, and that the old 
Workhouse shall be sold towards defraying the expense of the 


new one,” present : 


George Nussey lo We aes John Wilson 
Thomas Hall : = Jeremiah Chadwick 
John Scatcherd Thomas Beaumont 
Thomas Hobson Luke Blakeley 
John Scholefield _ John Willans 

@ 


Charles Spedding 


The Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, together 
with Joshua Nussey, John Scatcherd, and John Scholefield, 


were appointed a committee to carry out the resolution. 


Details of the surveyors’ accounts are very rarely given. 
In 1823 I find the labourers’ wages then averaged from 12s. to 
15s. per week. The stone used for repairing the roads was got 
in the township and burnt, the Messrs. Chaster’s bill for coal 
amounting to £26 4s. 6d. In the same year there is an 
account of James Willans’ for 1os. for plans for a new bridge 
over the beck at Carlinghow, and an entry of £35 on account 
of his charges for building it. This bridge, I believe, was the 
first erected at Carlinghow; previously the water ran across the 
roadway. 


Order of Sessions. 
In the Matter of Statute Work under the Highways Acts. 


West Ripinc At a Special Sessions held at the Sessions 
OF | cours House at Wakefield in the said Riding, for 
YORKSHIRE the Division of Agbrigg, this 24" Day of 
November, 1809. 
It appearing to us (from the Information we have received) two of his 
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and for the said Riding, that there 
will be a Difficulty in procuring the necessary carriage of Material for 
the repairs of the Highways within the Township of Batley in said 
27 
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Riding, without paying high and extravagant prices for the same. We 
do hereby order and direct, the Team duty within the Township of 
Batley aforesaid (except such teams where the Owners thereof do not 
occupy Lands, Tenements, Woods, Tithes, or hereditaments without 
the said Township of Batley, of the annual value of Thirty Pounds), 
liable to perform Statute Duty within the said Township of Batley, to 
perform Statute Duty in kind within the said Township of Batley 
according to the authority and Directions of an Act passed in the 
Nineteenth year of the Reign of his Majesty George the third for the 
amendment and preservation of the Highways. 

Given under our Hands and Seals the 24 Day of Novem" 1809, 

(Signed ) G. W. Wentwortu. 
‘ W. Wooo. 


Solicitor’s Will of Costs. 
In the Matter of an Indictment of the Highway at Staincliffe. 


Mr. JOHN SCHOLEFIELD, as Surveyor of the Highways of the Township 
of Batley, Debtor to WILLIAM BATTYE. 


Bradford Sessions, 12th July, 1810. 


Attending and taking Instructions to prepare Brief for £ s. d 
Motion for a respite of the Indictment of the High- 
way on Staincliffe Common to Leeds Sessions . @ 3 al 
Drawing and fair Copy Brief for Counsel Oo 7 © 
The like for an Assessment to be made to pay the 
Valuers of the Lands in Township of Batley their Bill o 7 6 
Paid Mr. Maude with Briefs and Clerk . r @ © 
Attending the Court on Motions . Oo 7 © 
Paid Court ffees ; Q@ A © 
Wakefield Sessions, ath @ctober 1810. 
Drawing and fair Copy Brief for Counsel to move the 
Court to quash the Indictment . 5 oO 7 © 
Paid Mr. Maude and Clerk 013 0 
Attending the Court on Motion © 7 © 
Paid Court ffees ; OO & 
1812. Attending with Mr. Scatcherd on viewing your indicted 
Nov.30th. Road and drawing and fair Sony Certificate for his 
signature . : : 2 ; : Petia i © 
is) LO 


15 Dect 1813, received the above, 
THOS. BATTYE. 
Pd short 25/64. 
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In 1530, the surveyors received by assessment £73 13S.; 
by composition £ 100 6s. 6d., the total receipts being £247 75. 73d. 
and the expenditure £186 18s. 43d. With the passing of the 
General Highway Act in 1835 composition ceased, and in 1839 
a rate of 3s. in the £ was laid, and the total expenditure amounted 


to £1171 195. 24d. 


Encroachments. 

The following memorandum appears to have been prepared 
and agreed to in consequence of encroachments by persons in 
the adjoining townships on the common or waste lands in Batley, 
especially on the Heckmondwike boundary, where the Copleys, 
as Lords of the Manor, put down boundary stones. The parties 
to the memorandum in describing themselves as lords and free- 
holders, were evidently preparing for the contest which took 
place a few years afterwards, between the Cooks and Copleys, 
as to whether Carlinghow was a separate manor and the Cooks 
lords thereof. Henry Cook, who I believe resided at Carlinghow 
Hall at this time, succeeded his brother in the baronetcy at 
Wheatley, Doncaster. Edward Copley, the Lord of the Manor, 
was not a party to the memorandum. 

“ May the 21. 1677— 

‘© Wee whose names are hereunder written being the Lords and 
ffreeholders and Inhabitants of the Township of Batley, do hereby 
declare and confesse our selves willing for the better and more sure 
mantaininge and defendinge and Keeping our Rights of Comons in this 
our said Towne and formerly belonging thereunto, to beare and pay our 
parts and portions of what charges or costs in the law shall be spent 
about them, against any maner of pson or psons liveing and Inhabittinge 
in any .. of our neighbouring townships, and for the better confirminge 
hereof wee have subscribed our hands as testimonies hereunto this day 
and yeare first above written. 


HEN. COOKE JHON CHEASTER 
ALEX. HOLLINWORTH THO. SHEPLEY 
JOSHUA SHEPLEAY SAMUEL HIRD 
JEREMY SHEPLEY BENJAMIN HARRISON 
NIcH‘*s TALBUTT Jo. BRODHEAD, Vic. 


JOHN WEBSTER TIMOTHIE HEATON 
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WILLIAM BROXOP JAMES IANSON 

JOHN HEALEY JOHN BRADLEY 

RICHARD BRIGGE JOSEPH BEAUMONT 

JOHN IANSON JOHN FOURNESSE 
and others. 


The Clerk's pit. 

There was a few years ago an old coalpit in Carlinghow 
Shaws, which was known by the name of the “Clerk’s Pit;” the 
story being that a parish clerk at Batley was murdered and cast 
into this pit, and afterwards discovered by means of bloodhounds. 


The following depositions from York Castle, published by 
the Surtees Society (Vol. xl.) shows that the man who was 
murdered was not the parish clerk, but a person of the name 
of Clerk. 


SaRAH CLERK AND OTHERS, FOR Murper.* 


April 10, 1689. Before Francis Whyte. John Walker of Car- 
nonley,” Clothworker, saith, that hee was att the house of Awrelius 
Clerk, of Batley, Yeoman, on Friday the 25 March, att night, with 
one Josias Swallow, of Heckmondwike, dyer; and Sarah, wife of the 
said Awrelius Clerk, did att that time make a contract with them, and 
proferd to givem 205. if they would murther her husband, and they 
undertook to perform the same, which they did, comeing into the house 
that same night in att a back doore, where they mett the said Clerk in 
an entry, and Swallow struck twice att him with a club, and knockt him 
downe, and killed him. And the said Sarah ordered them to bury him 
in the midden, which they did, with all his clothes on, and a while after 
the body was taken thereout, and conveyed he knows not whither; but 
this deponent believeth that this was done by Swallow and Sarah Clerk. 

Edward Brooke, of Bradford, saith, that having discourse with 
Sarah Clerke upon Tuesday the g™ where her husband was, she said 
that Josias Swallow and one John Walker knockt him in the head, 
and buried him in the muck-midding till Sunday morneing after, and 
that morneing the said Swallow tooke him out of the midding, and 
carryed his body on horseback before him, and threw him into the deep 
pitt att Carlinghow Shayes, and there this informant might finde him. 


4A confession of a horrid murder, with a coolness and effrontery unsurpassable. Crime 
at this period was very prevalent in the adjoining parishes, especially clipping of coin, 
robbery, and conspiracies, but Batley was almost entirely free. Aurelius Clerk was buried 
at Batley, April 10, 1689. > Probably Carlinghow. 


O¥erscers of the oor. 


HE earliest accounts of the Overseers of the Poor 
that I have been able to find begin with the year 
1693, when Joseph Beaumont, the overseer for that 
year, submitted his accounts to a town’s meeting for 

audit and approval. It was found he had received by assess- 
ment £27 19s. 7d., and disbursed £30 8s. 10d., nearly all of 
which was spent in outdoor relief, there being on an average 
about thirty on the list. There was no workhouse, the poor 
being attended to in cottages one story high, straw thatched, 
and situate in various parts of the township. 


In 1695 Thomas Wilby was Overseer of the Poor, and 
among the many items in his accounts, in addition to the relief 
pay, the following will be found interesting, and show to some 
extent the method of caring for the poor, and the simple 
primitive ways of our forefathers : 


April & May, 1695. p%to Rich? Hirst for Bring forth Two 
children é : : ; : : : : 

Charges goeing to View y® Poore : 3 ‘ : 

Charges in Makeing Accounts & Signeing the Assessm's . 

p? to Wid. Cooke for keeping Eliz: Ellis child 2 days 

for a pair of Stockings : : : : : 

for Buriall of Ann Smith . : : ‘ 

to y€ Clark for Burrying Jo: Grange child 

for a Stroak of Wheat to Mt Walker 

p* to Hirst wife for Tending Ann Smith 

p? to Ann: Hopkin for Affidavit ‘ ; : : : : 

p? to Rich4 Stroder for Keeping William Lees Wife a month . 

goeing for an order for Stroder for keeping Susan Lee a month 


Lal —_ 
POMWOOONACHMOR 


Lal 
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June 5. M* Deane hath given to y® Ou?seer 108 wch he had 
gatherd for Baptizing Susan Lees child : : 

to Tim: Lee, & for a Bed & Removeing him 

to Wid: Walker, & a Shift for y* child 

to Wid: Lee in pt. of Rent fora house. 

September. for a Coate for Eliz: Ellis child 

3 yards flanel 1 yard of cloth & goeing to Rookes w ith the child 

pt to y® Collectors for Wid: Lee. ; : ; : 

Charges in makeing Assessmt. . 

p? to the Collect's for Two Buryalls . 

for 2 Cards for the Lass at Walkers . 

Drawing the Assess! . 

Nov’. to Wid: Preston to ‘pay the Church dues 

James Feild for Rents for his house . 

p? to S. Cooke for Prestons Cofin 

for a Shift for the girle 

April. Spent in chusing new officers 


(e) fe) Cepia) le) 0) Ce) © ©) ©) OO © 45.35) 
HI 
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During this year the amount eave on eee «© Assess- 
ments, Rents, and Interest money Belonging to y° poor of 
Batley,” was £38 16s. 10d., and the disbursements in relief of 
the poor, £33 11s. 4d. The accounts were examined and 
approved by Samuel Foxcroft, Nath. Booth, John Fourness, 
Matthew Scatcherd, John Bradley, and Marmaduke Shepley. 


Thomas Lee was the overseer for the following year 
(1696), and received the balance of £3 55. 6d. from Thomas 
Wilby, his predecessor, which he found to contain eight ounces 
of short money, the whole being valued at £2 15. 6d., showing 
a loss of £1 4s. This was no doubt a case of clipping of coin, 
which was a common crime at this period, especially in 
Dewsbury.* 


The following items appear in Lee’s accounts: 


1696, June. paid to Ben Beaumont at the taking ve ould Over- 
seers accounts . : : 3 : : 
for Wid. Ouldroyd coffin. . 
p? to Mt Deane for Churching Rich¢ Hurst Wife & Crisning 
for a pare of Shoaes for y® child at Wid. Walkers 
Paide to y® King for tow buryings 
paid for Grange child birth 


COo0o0O0OnN 
NmAODOOR ASH 
COnMO00R 


« Records of York Castle, p. 237 
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Wid. Dickinson for y® child head 

for charges at y® townes meeting : : 

Ann Turner for looking after Rich Talor wife . 

for uewing the poore . : ; 

Paide to ye Kinge for burying feese for Thos. Goode wife 

Paide to Ben Beamont for alle about Rob: Goodall . 

For y® Warrant for y® new Overseer . 5 : : 
Thomas Lee’s account showed that fie had received b 

assessments, rents, and interest, the sum of £34 8s. 5d., and 

disbursed £31 145. 5d. On the 24th June, 1697, they were 

audited and allowed by Nath. Booth, John Fourness, Marma- 

duke Shepley, Samuel Bradley, and Michael Broadhead. 


There is little variation in the character of the accounts 
for many years, the average number of persons receiving relief 
being from twenty to thirty. 


-o000000% 
VHROHR HS 


The following items, which appear in the accounts, are 
interesting as showing the character of the special relief, the 
method of dealing with the poor, and management of the 
town’s business : 


1697. pt to Wid: Lee for Tim Lee hovse 

Spent when y& poor was vew? . 3 

Ale & bread to Boards att Hovse & Ben Bea’ . 

p? for Joseph Granges wife when for Lying in 

p? W. Furnish for 4 yds cloth for sheet for her . 

p? for Badges for poor? : 

pa collector for old Hurst burying 

p? for Shooes for Hurst’s wife. 

Abrham Watsons wife for her self & child a wast coat 4 4 yds 
base. d : : 

p? for a warrand for Hudswell 

Spent att sending Hudswell to y® Sessions 

p? Churchwardin for Going a Day 

My Self Going twice to Justices 


swWewW OAL 
_ 
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eo00O0O0OOOnN 
mp 


o0000 
OOnNHAE 
0rnroaoo 


a The 8th and oth Will. III., c. 30 (1696-7) enacted that every person receiving relief of any 
parish, their wives, children, &c., are ordered to wear on the shoulder of the right sleeve of the 
uppermost garment, a badge or mark with a large Roman P, and the first letter of the name of 
the parish whereof such person is an inhabitant, ‘‘cutt either in red or blew cloth.” This was 
done to prevent the idle and beggars from receiving the money collected for the poor. Refusal 
to wear the badge was punished by whipping and committal to prison for twenty-one days. 
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Spent at Assesmt making . 

Assesmt writeing 

John Grange when his Wife was Lame. 

p? to Jer: Shepley p Towns order cece hovses 

Jos: Grange wife in y® Storm 

Gave Mr Clayburn att Sessions . : 

Benj: Blackburn & I 2 Dayes to Wakefield ‘ : : 

Spent with M* Clayburn Mt Tomson & Bens Blackburn on 
the Last day : : : : 

Benj: Blackburn & I day before spent 

1698. Gaue 2 Trauillers . 

Giuen to Mark Prestley Wife for Loking to the child 

paid to Marmaduke Wilby for six weeks att y® p week allowed 
him by gee order 

An appeale agt y® order and brought itt to ord Pp ‘weeke for 
three weeks 

Spent about appealeing to ye order abovs’d 

Given to Timothy Lee one peck of Shillin 

Spent when wee mett about Will: Lee House . 

Spent when wee went to M* Nettleton about Lees of Staincliffe 

paid for writeings aboutt Lee house . : : 

paid for Marm: Wilby bed bottom and his shift 

paid for a paire of Blankitts for Marm: Wilby . 

and for ha: pecke of pease : 

paid to Josh: Scolefeild with a parish apprentice 

paid to Will™ Senior a year Rent : 

Spent att Benjamin Beamonts att chuzing new Overseer : 

paid to Thomas Tomlinson Jane Prestons house Rent 

paid to Widd. Lee Tim Lee Rent 

paid for a Coat for Grange daughter . 

Given for a Coate for Mark Preistley 

paid for Cloaths for Marm. Wilby 

paid to James Wilson for Theaken Tim Lee house . 

paid to Mich: Brodhead for Conyers Rent 

paid to Math. Scatcherd for burialls . ; 

paid to Widd: Brook for Abram Watsons Rent 

paid to Mis Morris for ha: Load of Shillings for Widd. Smith . 

paid for a Coate and Waistcoate for Widd. “Grange : ; 

paid at Benj: Beamonts att Easter 

paid for a poor apprentice Ind: & Signeing 

for Vewing y® poor y& whole y* . 

paid Joseph Taylor Rent 


Joseph Brooke was overseer for the shove year, and 
received £34 10s. 10d., comprising the following items: 
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Imps Two double Assessmts . 22 OI O8 
By a single Assess. : Oy -11@) @5 
For Interest of Mt Booth due upon Bond for 624 10 0 Ol og 06 
For Interest of John Healey . 00 04 08 
For Interest of Thoms Wilby 00 03 06 
For Interest of Timothy Rayner ©O 02 0O4 

For Rents belonging y* Towne: 

of William Carr Chester Rent att Carr . OI 0O 0O 
Received of Edw4 Smith : 00 06 oO 
Received of Widd. Nettleton . 00 08 06 
Received of Robert Fearnsides for Rent 00 16 00 
Received of John Grange for Rent for y® year 1697 00 05 00 
Received of Mt Gledhill Late Ou/seer y® sume of. 02 08 03 
gyl 1) i 


The disbursements, including rents and clothing and 


monthly pay to the poor, amounted to £34 75. 2d. 


1699. One Shirt for Mar: Wilby 

Ben Turners wife for looking to Mary Tomlinson 

pt at a meting at Ben: Beamonds : : 

p? for a Cote for Tim Lee . 

p? James Shepley for a Strok of Corne for Rich : Hardwicke 
pt for peck of Shilin for Tim Lee. : 

for a pair of ould Shoos for Mar: Wilby 


o), ©) (©) (6) ©) ©) ©) 45) 


p?to Richard Hirst for house rowme and Lodging of aa 


Rener 12 weeks . 
p? for a half peck of Molte for Tim Lee 
1700. p® for a coffin for Tim Lee 
to Mt Deane & Clark 
Spent with old Overseer when poor was Viewed 
att Acc's taking at Ben Beamonts 
for carrying alame Manto Moor Lane . 
p? to constable for carrying a poor lass to Olga- -thorpe 
p? Mr Shepley with an apprentice ; ; 
for clothing George Cooke . 
To M: Deane for 16 Sheaue Straw 
p? Ed: Lukes for Theaking 4 days E , 
to Sam: Lukes for spelkes : and thatch drawing . 
for leading thatch & serving thatcher : 
1701. Jno. Preston being in very sad extremity 
To doctor Watkinson for him : : 


28 
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p? to y® Vicar & Clarke dues (for one burial) 

Spent in meeting y® Inhabitants of Birstall about Wood & Lister 

p¢ for Latts and Nailes for W™ Lee House ‘ : : 

To Edward Fearnsides for a days Labour about itt . 

For eight Sheave of Straw to Repaire Severall Houses 

p¢ for 2 Shifts for Tim Lee lasse 

& for making. 

p? for a Coate of Tim Lee Lasse 

p? for Hardin & bone to mak itt 

p¢ for a paire of Shoos for her 

ffor 2 aprons for 2 Lasses . 

p? to Toby Lee for Keeping Tim Lee Lasse 

To Will™ Lee for a pecke of wheat 

about Suz: Chetham for order and gate about itt 

for getting sign’d by Sir W™ Lowther ; 

for 2 Horses to go with her to Sowerby. 

paid for Hardin bone & Thred to make up her child coate 
(Suzan Lee) : 

1703. paid fora Sacking Coate & makeing for Geo: Cooke 

paid to y® Vicar for 2 children Baptizing ; : 

paid when went to discharge some p’sons comeing into towne . 

1704. paid to Widow Copley for hir house 

paid for writings to M* Wood : 

Spent at sealing ; 

Charges about Elizabeth Liv?sedge at Leeds Sessions 

for a Warrant to take Jno: Ellis : : 

given her for Releife . 

pa to y® Baliffs 

p* to Two Wittnesses. 

p@ for an order 

p? for an Attorneys Fee 

for my selfe 4 days 

p¢ ffor Expences and other Charges att Wakefeild Sessions 

pt her 4 weeks pay : 

1730. P4. for 2 Smocks for Jos: Grange Wife and Daughter 5 

Rich¢ and I spent In going to see them That did not belong g ye 
Town : : : : : : 

Pd Ann Hirst for a pare of clogs é : Ono 

Pd for Richt Conyer for 2 Skins for a pare of Briches : AO" Bt 


(o) (e) (6) (ce) Xe) (C} (0) (©) (0), () (6) ©) ©) ©) @) CS 
HHR OW OH ONOH NH OWN GS 
NOWDAANMWWOOKR MHHNONNA 


coal 


I 
BO OWWwWNWNHNWHHW WO NWO 


ORONO OFONO! ONO) CN OLOOUOC ConO ONO} ©: 


[e) 
Lal 
NAF FHODDAONWIAGCDIDOANO AOFWO 


Previous to the dissolution of the monasteries, the main- 
tenance of the poor was in the hands of the ecclesiastical 
authorities, assisted by the churchwardens and principal inhabi- 


tants. By the 2 and 3 Philip and Mary (1555), c. 5, which 
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confirms the 22 Hen. VIII., c. 12, and 3 and 4 Edw. VI, c. 
16, it was enacted that relief for the aged and impotent poor 
should be gathered weekly of the charitable devotion of the 
inhabitants ;* and no man be allowed to beg without a license, 
and to “wear a badge on his breast and back openly,” and so it 
continued with little variation until the time of the Statute of 
the 43 Eliz., c. 2, which is the foundation of our present poor 
law system. 


The overseers and churchwardens rented cottages, and in 
some instances purchased them. In 1702, James Shepley of 
Purlwell Hall, Thomas Thompson of Staincliffe Hall, and 
Marmaduke Shepley, Batley, on behalf of themselves and the 
rest of the inhabitants of the Township of Batley, leased from 
Samuel Colbeck of the Hurst, Batley, clothier, for a term of 
500 years, on payment of the sum of £6 8s. and the annual rent 
of a red rose in the time of roses, a cottage or dwelling-house 
built on the waste or common, and in the occupation of the said 
Samuel Colbeck, rents and services to the chief lord to be paid 
and performed by the purchasers. Other cottages were purchased 
and several rented for the use of the poor. The overseers visited 
each cottage once a quarter, for which they were allowed one 
shilling, or four shillings per annum. They also paid the rent 
of the cottages, and furnished badges for the licensed beggars 
and poor, the latter bearing the letters B.P. on one shoulder.” 


In 1738 these cottages were found to be unequal to the 
requirements of the township, and the overseers and inhabitants 
decided to erect a Workhouse in Spa Lane. ‘The overseers for 


4 The mode of collection was as follows: One or more collectors having been 
appointed, they were, on the Sunday after Whitsunday, when the people were at church, 
“to gently ask of every man and woman what they of their charity will give weekly 
towards the relief of the poor,” and the same is to be written in a book. If any person 
being able should obstinately and frowardly refuse to give towards the help of the poor, or 
wilfully discourage others from doing so, the parson and churchwardens are gently to exhort 
him, and if he will not be so persuaded, then the bishop is to send for him to induce and 
persuade him.—/istory of Vagrants and Vagrancy, by C. J. Ribton-Turner, p. 95. 


> See note, p. 215, ave. 
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the year, Joshua Brooke and Charles Wade, accordingly under- 
took to carry out the decision of the inhabitants, and in their 
accounts for 1738 report having received by assessment and 
other money £133 2s. gd., and disbursed on account of the 
erection of the Poorhouse the sum of £136 15s. 2td.; and on 
the 13th June, 1739, they further report having received for 
the charges of the poor and the building of the Poorhouse by 
assessments, &c., the sum of £208 8s. 114d., and disbursed the 
sum of {£214 5s. 24d. The payment of a small balance in 
1740 evidently completed the Workhouse, and if the average 
cost of the maintenance of the poor at this period be deducted, 
it will leave the cost of the building about £300. This was the 
first Workhouse in Batley, and though it might as a novelty 
have been used for a few years, it soon fell into disuse, and was 
finally closed. | Probably the inmates had not the same com- 
forts, freedom, and attention they enjoyed in the cottages. 


In 1752 an attempt was made to revive its use, and on the 
15th of April a meeting was held, when the following agree- 
ment was prepared and signed by the persons whose names are 
attached thereto : 

“© We whose Names are under-written, In Number Twelve, 
being the Chief Freeholders and Leaseholders of our s* Town-ship 
was chosen at a publick meeting to put the Work-house in Execution 
again, haveing been thrown up for many Years (tho’ Erected for that 
purpose), Do hereby Certifie that all and each of us in our own proper 
turns for the Ensueing Year will take Care to provide all the pro- 
vissions Nesecary for the poor of the s* house, each of us in our 
respective Calender Month subscribed below. 

“In Witness whereof we have set our hands the day and year 
above written. 

“N.B. Every Man’s Name is set opposite to the month he is to 
serve. 


1. May Jno. Taytor* 
2. June Curis. Scott? 
3. July Fran®. Fourness ° 


@ Purlwell Hall. > Batley Hall. © Carlinghow. 
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4. August Josoua WorMaLD 

5. Sep" THomas THOMPSON ® 

6. October Joun SuHarp 

7. Novemb" mark 

8. Decem" RicuarD R Harcreave 
g. January Joun Tetley 

10. February Tuomas SCHOLEFIELD 
11. March RoBERT SPEDDING 

12. April JosepH Watson.” 


In the 17th and 18th centuries the law of settlement for 
the poor was very strict, and was rigidly enforced by the 
authorities, otherwise some of the townships would have been 
seriously encumbered. 


Under the Act of the 13 and 14 Chas. II., c. 12 (1662), 
power was given on complaint made by the Churchwardens or 
Overseers of the Poor within forty days after any person shall 
occupy a house under the annual value of £10, unto two Jus- 
tices to remove such person to the parish where he was last 
legally settled, unless he gave sufficient security to the parish to 
indemnify them against loss in case he became chargeable to 
the township; nor was any master permitted to employ any 
men servants or maid servants without giving a bond that they 
should not become chargeable to the parish.” This was found 
to be oppressive, many poor persons not being able to find 
work in their own township, were from being unable to give 


@ Staincliffe Hall. 

> 14 Chas. II., c. 12. The same Act also provided that any person or persons might 
“©go into any County, Parish, or place to work in time of Harvest, or at any time to 
worke at any other worke, so that he or they carry with him or them a certificate from 
the Minister of the Parish and one of the Churchwardens and one of the Overseers for the 
Poore for the said yeare, that he or they have a dwelling-house or place in which he or 
they inhabit, and hath left wife and children or some of them there.” 

A further check was introduced by the 3 Will. and Mary, c. 11 (1691), which 
enacted that strangers coming to reside in a parish should give notice in writing, of the 
house of his or her abode, to the churchwarden or overseer of the poor, which notice the 
churchwarden or overseer is required to read or cause to be read publicly on the next 
Lord’s day in the church or chapel of the parish. All the parishioners would therefore be 
made aware of the arrival of a stranger, and be able, if they thought fit, to take steps 
for expelling him.— Vagrants and Vagrancy, by C. J. Ribton-Turner, p. 173. 


i) 
i) 
Vb 


RECORDS OF BATEEY. 


the necessary security prevented from removing to other town- 
ships where work might be obtained. This difficulty was 
removed by the 8 and 9g Will. III, c. 30, which enacted that 
after the 1st May, 1697, the churchwardens or overseers of the 
place where the person resided might grant to such person a 
certificate addresssed to the churchwardens or overseers of the 
parish to which he desired to remove, and, if accepted, the 
effect of the certificate was that the township granting it agreed 
to receive the person or family back should they become 
chargeable to the town." 


A number of these certificates are preserved in the parish 
chest mentioned by Dickinson in his poetical account written 
in 1748. The earliest is dated 20 December, 1699, and given 
by Cristopher Adam and . . . churchwarden and over- 
seer of Heckmondwike, with Abraham Naylor and his family 
to John Healey, churchwarden, and Samuel Walker, overseer 
of the town and constabulary of Batley. 


The certificates were allowed and signed by two Justices 
of the Peace for the West Riding. The following were the 
Justices whose names appear on the certificates during the first 
half of the 18th century, viz., John Goodrick; John Auby, 
Godf. Bossville, G. Tempest, Fran. Lindley, R. Richardson, J. 
Smyth, Burton, J. L. Kaye, Wm. Milner, Jas. Ibbetson, W. 
Horton, R. Wilton, Jno. Maude, William Cookson, Edwd. 
Jodson, W. Calverley, John Brooke, Mayor, Wm. Fenton, 
Wm. Medhurst, R. G. Saurey, Wm. Lamplugh, Chas. Zouch, 
J. S. Lowther, W. Radcliffe, Jun", W. Woodyeare, W. Wright- 
son, John Boynton Adams, Fran. Wood, and H. Wickham. 

On the 3rd April, 1751, a meeting of the inhabitants was 
held at the Workhouse, when the following resolution was 


passed : 
“Tt is fully agreed upon by the Towns men of Batley at the 
Workhouse, at a Generall Meeting, By us the principall Leading Men, 


* Repealed by the 35 Geo. III., c. 10 (1795). 
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y* whosoever hereafter the date hereof shall Lett any Cottage or 
Cottages to any Person or Persons, or otherwise, any Teniment or 
Teniments whose Rentall Yearly Value is under Ten pounds p* year, 
and causes not the Person or Persons not belonging y* Town to bring 
a Certificate along with him, shall be proceeded against Directly as the 
Law Directs to the utmost severity at the Towns Expence. Also, it 
is further agreed that whosoever hath heretofore taken in any such 
Tenants as above Declared against without a Certificate, and doth not 
cause y™ to bring one or remove y™ at their own proper charge shall 
be proceeded against at the next Generall Sessions as the Law Directs, 
at the Towns Expence. Witness, &c., 


‘°Curis. Scott, GrorGE CLapHam, 
Jno. Taytor, JosepH Watson, 
Francis Fourness, Joun SENIOR, 
Josaua WorMaLD, Benj. BEAMOUNT, 
James BEcKETT, Joun SPEDDING.”’ 


Overseers of te Moor. 


Year. Year. 
Joseph Beaumont . : 1693 W™ Ellis and Joynt 
Joshua Scholefield . ; 1694 Tenants of James 
Thomas Wilby ; ; 1695 Ianson Lands . : 1715 
Thomas Lee . : : 1696 John Fourness, Jun’. : 1716 
Asaph Gledhill : : 1697 Michael Smith : ; 1717 
Joseph Brooke : : 1698 John Ianson . ; : 1718 
Samuel Walker. : 1699 George Clapham . 1719 
Mt Thos. Thompson : 1700 Joshua Brooke : : 1720 
Marmaduke Shepley. 1701 William Crabtree . i 1721 
John Leadbeater . : 1702 Nathan Stanhope . : 1722 
Jeremiah Shepley . : 1703 Thos. Mann . ; 5 1723 
Richard Scholefield. ; 1704 Joseph Hague. ; ; 1724 
Joseph Thackeray . 1705 John Hardy . . : 1725 
Benjamin Wigglesworth . 1706 M' Francis Fourness. 1726 
John Healey, Jun’ . : 1707 Mt John Taylor. : 1727 
Samuel Rhodes. ; 1708 Thomas Carr . : ; 1728 
John Wormald : : 1709 John Kirkman and Jos 
M' James Shepley . : 1710 Greenwood . F ; 1729 
W™ Wormald, Jun™ : 1711 John Fozard . : : 1730 
Samuel Popplewell . : 1712 John Scholefield” . 1731 
Joshua Wormald . : 1713 Timothy Brooke. : 1732 
Richard Walker . : 1714 John Wormald : : 1733 
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Thomas Walker 
William Beaumont . 
James Scholefield 
Joseph Haigh . 
Charles Wade. 
John Healey . 
Benjamin Greenwood 
John Oldroyd . 
Richt Hargreave . 
Israel and Josiah Oldroyd 
Joseph Watson 
Thos. Thompson 
Thos. Naylor . 

Jno. Tettley . 
Thos. Scholefield 
Joshua Healey 
James Becket 

John Fearnsides 
Thos. Popplewell 
Mr John Taylor, Sent 
Robert Furnise 
Joseph Greenwood . 
Anthony Walker 
Joshua Taylor. 
John Scatcherd 
W™ Knowles . 
John Walker . 
Thos. King. 
Robert Clapham 
Benj™ Wood 

John Ashworth 
Sam! Burnley . 
Thos. Dean 

W™ Fearnesides 
James Healey. 

John Taylor 


Year. 
1734 
1735 
1736 
1737 
1738 
1739 
1740 
1741 
1742 
1743 
1744 
1745 
1746 
1747 
1748 
1749 
1750 
1751 
1752 
1755 
1756 
1759 
1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1774 
1775 


Rich? Scholefield 

David Healey . 

William Pearson 

Mt Chas. Stear 

Henry Preston, Esq* 

Joshua Scholefield . 

Joseph Oldroyd 

Joseph Bennett 

Edward Dean 

Abram Naylor 

John Buttrey . 

John Scatcherd 

Rich@ Scholefield 

Jeremy Sharp and Sam! 
Robinson. 

David Blakeley & Wn 
Ibberson 

Josh Fearnley & Jno. 
Chadwick . 

W™ Knowles & wn Kit- 
son 

Sam! Robinson 

Sam! Robinson 

Sam! Robinson 5 : 

Isaac Wilman & John 
Armitage. 

John Nussey 
Cooper : 

Josiah Wood 
Willans 

Jas. Willans é 

John Parsley & Joss 
Newsome . F 

Charles Spedding 

Joseph Oldroyd 

Sam! Spedding 


& “John 
& Jas. 


Year. 
1776 
1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 
1784 
1785 
1786 
1787 
1788 


1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 


1798 
1799 


1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 


In 1815 eaanel Hirst was overseer of the poor fists the 
2nd October to April 1st, 1816, and during that period he 


received : 


By two Assessments 
» Paupers’ Wages . 


, Rents 


Lo Syd 


639 6 10 


sy ©) 


Aebi KO 


£LO51 13 7 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 225 


and disbursed : 


i So! 

To Payments to the Poor : A ; BASw CMO 

» Workhouse Expenses. : : : 62 12 7 
» Bills 4 ; ; : : 183 19 44 
. £590 9 11 


The following order of Sessions shows the law as it 
existed in the latter part of the 17th century affecting the 
maintenance of illegitimate children and the punishment of the 
parents : 


At the Sessions held at Leeds .. . . before Sir Henry Fairfax, Sir John 
Kay, Bart., .. . Jenings, Walter Calverley, Willm Lowther, ... 
ffairfax, John Beisby, and Willm Farrar, Justices of the Peace. 


Upon the petition of the Inhabitants of Batley setting forth that 
one Timothy Brooke of Burstall, is the reputed father of two Bastard 
children by him begotten upon the body of one Anne Hynd, who 
upon her journey from London was delivered at Batley, and in the 
tyme of her extremity and delivery, fathered them upon the said 
Timothy Brooke. All which being made appear to this co'te upon 
oath it is ordered that the said Timothy Brooke take, maintayne, and 
p'vide, for the said Bastard children, soe that they be not for 
future chargable to the Inhabitants of the said towne of Batley, And 
that the said M* Brooke pay twenty shillings to the overseers of the 
poore of Batley, for the charges past by them expended about the said 
two base children. And it is further ordered that the said Ann Hynd 
the mother be sent to the House of Correcton after her month be past, 
there to remayne for one whole year, there to be punished according 
to lawe. * 


Daluation of Property in Gatley. 


HE earliest valuation of the property in Batley I have met 
with, is one made for poor rate purposes in the year 
1756. It contains the names of 107 occupiers to whose 


«For a graphic account of this case see Oliver Heywood’s Diary, Vol. il. p. 273. 
Oliver Heywood says it occurred in 1680. 
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houses more or less land was attached, and only fifty cottages 
to which no land was let therewith. It is probable that the 
Act of Parliament (31 Eliz., c. 7) passed “for the avoiding 
of the great inconveniences which are found by experience 
to grow by the erecting and building of great numbers and 
multitude of cottages, which are daily more and more en- 
creased in many parts of this realm,” may account in a great 
measure for this subdivision of the land, and to provide a 
remedy it proceeded to enact “that after the end of this 
session of Parliament, no person shall within this realm of 
England make, build, or erect, or cause to be made, builded, or 
erected, any manner of cottage for habitation or dwelling, nor 
convert or ordain any building or housing made or hereafter to 
be made to be used as a cottage for habitation or dwelling, unless 
the same person do assign and lay to the same cottage or build- 
ing four acres of ground at the least, to be accounted according 
to the statute or ordinance “de terris menfurandis” being his or 
her own freehold inheritance lying near to the said cottage, to be 
continually occupied and manured therewith so long as the same 
cottage shall be inhabited.” Every person doing contrary to 
this Act, to forfeit to our Sovereign Lady the Queen’s Majesty 
ten pounds, and if the offence be continued to forfeit and pay 
to Her Majesty forty shillings for every month any cottage shall 
be so maintained and continued. 


Sec. 4 excepts cottages in cities, market towns, or for 
workmen in mines, quarries and other works, not more than a 
mile from the works, and occupied by the workmen. Sec. 5 
excepts cottages within one mile of the sea, in a forest, chase, 
warren, or park, and all cottages occupied by shepherds, herds- 
men, or a poor, lame, sick, aged, or impotent person; it was also 
further enacted that not more than one family shall reside in 
one cottage under a penalty of ten shillings for every month to 
the lord of the leet. 
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Daluation of Property in Gatley. 
Made for Poor Rate purposes in the year 1756. 


Tenants’ Names. 


Ashwood, Jno. 
Beckwith, Jas. 
Blackley, Abm. 
Blackley, — 
Blackley, Jos. 
Blakley, Jos. . 
Blakley, Caleb. 
Brook, ‘Timy 
Brook, “Isaac 
Brook, Wid. 
Brook, Joshua 
Beaumont, John 
Beaumont, Benj. 
Burnley, Wm. 
Burnley, Jno. 
Burnley, IN 
Burnley, Jos* 
Burnley, Thos. 


Bigland, Mr. 
Blagebrough, Sam. 


Brocksop, Jno. 


Cowling, Sam. 
Crayshard, Wid. 


Description. 
House and Maltkiln 
Land : 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
Land 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Land 
Land 
House . 


a. 


14 
8 


3 


18 


° 


Area, 
rr. 


3 


I 


Annual 
Ratable Value. 
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Tenants’ Names. 
Crayshard, Wid. 
Chadwick, Jer. 


” a 
Cromack, Jno. 


Clapham, Geo. junr. 


Clapham, Geo. 
Dickinson, Wid. 
Dean, Widow : 
Exley, Thos. . 


Elstub, Rob. . 
Ellis, Widow . 


” $ 
Fourness, Mr. 

” 2 
Fourness, Rob. 

” ¢ 
Fearnley, Jno. 

” Q 
Fearnsides, Rob. 

2 : 
Fearnsides, Jno. 

” 
Fozard, Jno. 

” 
Fox, Jos. 

” UW 
Fernell, Wm. . 

” bd 
Greenwood, Jos. 

” 5 
Greenwood, Wid. 

” - 
Hardey, Jno. 

. ” : 

Hirst, Henry . 


HudawelleRics 
Hudswell, Jos. 


” y 
Hargreaves, Ric. 


” 


Description. 

Land 

House . 
Wanda 
House . 
Land: 
House . 
Land. 
House . 
Wands 
House . 
and. 
House . 
Land . 
House . 
Land 

Land 

House . 
Hands % 
House . 
Land . 
House . 
and’ ¥. 
House . 
Wands: 
House . 
ander 
House . 
andi. 
House . 
Land 

House . 
Land . 
House - 
Land® 
House . 
Wand.) 
House . 
Land 

House . 
ands. 
House . 
Land 

Wand! 
House . 
anda ¥ 
House . 
Land 


Area 
ce % 
36 3 

Tamed 
T3Ie3 
13 0 

20) 

13 

Shy i 

2 

Ay 
7/3} 
Ohy 4 

6 oO 
o 2 

8 3 
9 2 

ar is} 

Te 
TD 
Ig 0 

6 0 
12) Jo 

23 

(3), ot 


19 
26 


Annual 
Ratable Value. 
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Annual 
Area. Ratable Value. 
Tenants’ Names. Description. (hs ge Sh 
Towns, Mr. . eellousers DF 
99 5 . Coal mine : ; : BO ©) 
> : . Land . . 7 : 9 GE De AGE 22a aO 
Howard, Jno. . se eklouses. : é ‘ r © © 
9 é 5 keyed j ; : 6 O A AF 3 1s) @) 
Howard, Jos. . = lvands « ‘ : 6 5 8 © if 02 -1@) 
Healey, Jno. . oe Louse. : : : : 2 ©) © 
HB . Peelvandiar. : 0 0 TED On LO Aare 10 
Healey, Jos. . 7 ELouser. ; é 5 : 2 00 
7 . seelcandar. : c : 9 QR Be Sy 23510) 2 
Healey, Wm. . . House . : : : é 015 0 
Fi ; 5 bene 5 : : ; 5 AD ©) 240) GS} ai 
Knowles, Wm. . House. : : ; ; 2 0) © 
- 5 peelean dies ; : , 5 0. oO A) A ONO 
King, Thos. . we ELOUSeR: : ; ‘ ; Hy @) © 
3 : . Land . : : 5 5 Hi 30) Se On: 
Kirkby, Jno. .  eElousel: . : : ‘ 2 © ©) 
+ 5 lcandes. ; : : 6 US} 9 BY6) oy is} 
Lee, Wm. 0 leaner. . 3 : 5 O  @ o) @) (5) 
Leadbeater, Clem. . House . : F F P I I0 oO 
: ee leandiar. : : 5 5 6) O Ay ANTS) V7 
Livsey, Hen. . . House . 9 : : 6 TOO 
Ae . pee lvanday. : : ; nS ees 12 TO 85 
Mann, Thos. .  Elouse™: : ; : : I I0 oO 
- : ellanda : : - 208 Ons) 12 aes 
Mowbray, Jno. . House . ; é : : I 10 oO 
3 . 3 Wuand! © : : : 5h Se 3) OnL7O 
Mowbray, Jos. =) eElouselr . : ; 3 TOO 
Pe : eelcandsn : , F we AOL, 3 18 9g 
Marshall, Rob. . House . ; ; : ’ 01I5 oO 
Dp 5 elvanda 6 6 : > © @ 2 3 oF 
Marsden, Jos. . House . 3 : : ‘ 015 oO 
& Jno. Clapham eelandae. : 5 : 0 PA iy Sit T2253 
Naylor, Wid. . . House . : 5 : : TEL} 
<5 ; a andy. : : : 5 HO) 3} ail6) Be 6) 
Naylor, Thos. . . House . : ; : : I 10 oO 
ss 0 . Land . : 3 : 5 2 ©) ie i @ © 
Nussey, Jos. . » Jbpmyl 5 j F : 5 3 2B id TELO! AO) 
Oldroyd, Jno. . . House . é : : t it 1) GC 
oa i meleanidian. : : 6 > AR 2) A), sti 
Oddy, Geo. . . House . : ; F ; i TOnRO 
as : eeewandyy: , , 6 0 9 @ Se} 3 1a Fy 
Oldroyd, Jno. . 2) sElouse! . - . . 010 Oo 
a é eeeanduar. j ; ; 5 © § © Og) 4 
Oldroyd, Jos. . A ELOUSE : : 3 , 210 0 
% c . Land - : : : PLOMES ELS 1 9 2 
Parsley, Wid. . Land . 5 : : 5 © Ff 28 0 II Io 
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Tenants’ Names. 
Preston, Sam. 


Prestont Jno. . 
Popplewell, Thos. 


Popplewell, Jno. 
Reynar, Joshua 


” 
Senior, Jno. 


” 


Scott, Christopher j 


Sharp, ‘Jno. 


Sharp, Jno. . 
Scholefield, Thos. 


” 
Scholefield, Jno. 
Spedding, Jno. 
Spedding, Rob. 
Smith, Jno. 
Scatcherd, Jno. 
Thurmand, Jno. 


Tingle, Wm. 
Taylor, Mr. 


” 


Steward for Mrs. 
Copley. 
Thompson, Mr. 


bed 


Wade, Jno. 


” 


Wigglesworth, Benj. 


” 


Description. 

House . 
Land 
Land) ~ 
House . 
Land 
Land . 
House . 
Land 
House . 
Malthouse 
Land 


House, Malthouse, Cottage, 


&e. 
Land 
House . 
Land 
Land 
House . 
House . 
Ieands te 
House . 
Land . 
House . 
Land . 
House . 
Land = 
House . 
Land 
House . 
and i 
House . 
Land 
Land 
House . ; : 
Chapelfold Houses 
Malt House . 
Land 


Woods. 
House . 
Cofliery 
Land 
House . 
Malthouse 
Land 
House . 
Land 


° 


H OV 


LoS) 


24 


- 173 


29 


72 


19 


12 


24 


Annual 
Ratable Value. 
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Tenants’ Names. 
Ward, Jno. 
Taylor, Jno. 
Watson, Jos. 
Walker, Wilfred 
Walker, Anty 
Walker, Matt. ; 
Walker, Jno. . 
Wormald, Joshua 


Wilby, M. 
Wilby, Jonathan 


Willans, Jno. . 
Wood, ipen 


” 


Tenants’ Names. 
Blakeley, Matt. 
Beaumont, Edw. 
Barber, Thos. 
Brook, Jos. 
Blagbrough, Thos. 


Blagebrough, Abm. 


Crowther, Thos. 
Carter, Jas... 
Chadwick, Joshua 
Cowling, Jno. 
Dickinson, Jno. 
Fawcett, Geo. 
Furness, Widow 
Fearnley, Jno. 
Gill. Ric. 

Hirst, Geo. 
Hirst, Geo. 


Hepworth, Jos. 


Area. 
Description. Cn ie 

House . 

Land 8 I 

Mill 

House . 

Land Lo) 2 

House . 

Land it 92 

House . 

Land , ‘ The 

House and Croft . Th) eat 

Land 8 o 

House . 

Land . : ; 9 oO 

House and Dyehouse 

Land Gf 3} 

House . 

Land 86 2 

Land 6ne2 

House . 

Land 123 

House . 

Land 5 2 

House . 

Land °o oO 
COTTAGES, &c. 
Description. 

House 


House and Croft 
House 5 4 
House and Croft 


” ” 


p- 
25 


Annual 
Ratable Value. 
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Tenants’ Names. 
Hargreaves, Ric. 


Hirst, Geo. 
Hey, Jno. : 
Healey, Thos. 


Holdsworth, Jos. 
Hawksworth, Ric. 


Iveson, Jno. 
[eisterGeoun an 
Maymand, Ben. 
Newsome, Jos. 
Newsome, Sam. 


Nelson, Jno. or his 


assigns . 
Oldroyd, Jos. . 
Oldroyd, Widow 
Pollard, Sam. . 


Popplewell, Thos. 


Senior, Wm. . 
Smithson, Edw. 
Sharp, Wm. . 
Spedding, Rob. 
Senior, Wm. 
Tetley, Jos. 
Tetley, Jno. 
Tingle, Wm. 
Thompson, Jno. 
Thackrah, Thos. 
Turner, Ann 
Turner, Thos. . 
Ward, Jos. 
Willans, Jno. 
Wilby, Benj. 
Watson, Jos. 
Walker, Rob. 
West, Sam! 


Description. 
House 


House and Croft 
House : 


” 


House and Croft 
House 

Croft 

House 


Croft 

Houses 

House : : ‘ ‘ 
House, Croft, and Malthouse 
House ; : 


” 
’ 
” 
> 
” 
’ 
5) 
’ 
” 


and Croft 
Tythes 
Stone Quarry 


CO00CO0OCOOOOONn 


SC00O0OOH OFONOOHOOOOHNH 


(29) 
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COMD0D000COO0OO® 
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This valuation, I believe, was made by Mr. Parsons, who 
at the same time made a plan of the Township of Batley. 
have compared the ratable value with the rents reserved in 
leases of many of the farms, granted in 1742, and I find that 
the ratable value averages about two-thirds of the annual rent. 


I 


Manor of Gatley, 


Late Parcel of the Possessions of the late Dissolved Hospital or 
Priory of Saint ‘fohn of ‘ferusalem in England. 


=O |HIS Manor, though taking its title from Batley, was 
6a not confined to that township or parish, but it 
w=|| included a number of dwelling-houses and other 
property in the adjoining district as far as and includ- 

ing portions of the parish of Halifax, and was at one time part 


of the possessions of the Preceptory of Newland. 


The Preceptory was dissolved by Henry VIII., but to 
whom the Batley Manor was granted is uncertain. In the 1st 
Vol. (New Series) of Old Yorkshire Mr. Peel contributes a 
copy of the Manor rent-roll, taken from a MS. in the Bodleian 
Library. There is no date to it, but Mr. Peel places it in the 
14th century. I would suggest the latter part of the 16th 
century. The first two surnames are to be found in the Batley 
Parish Registers under the year 1572, and one, Henry Wilbore, 
whose name appears in the rental’as the owner of a cottage, 
was baptized April 26th, 1579. The Wilbores resided at 
Healey, and their property passed into the possession of the 
Foxcrofts of Purlwell Hall. 


In 1738, William Horton of Howroyd was Lord of the 
Manor, as appears by a receipt given by W. Liley, his steward, 
to Mr. Taylor of Purlwell Hall, for 10s. 6d., being nine years’ 
rent. 
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William Horton of Howroyd was grandson of William 
Horton of Firth House, Barkisland, who purchased the 
Howroyd Estate in the 15 Charles I. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Thomas Gledhill of Barkisland, and had issue 
three daughters (one, Elizabeth, married William Batt, Esq., 
Okewell) and two sons, Thomas of Barkisland Hall, and 
William of Howroyd. William married Mary, fourth daughter 
of Sir Richard Musgrave, Bart., Hayton Castle, Cumberland, 
and had issue William, who married Mary, daughter of — 
Chester, Esq., and left an only daughter, Mary, who died un- 
married in 1769. After Mary’s death the Manor passed, 
probably by purchase, into the possession of the Egerton 
family, the Earl of Wilton being Lord of the Manor. 


Mary Horton was Lady of the Manor at the time of her 
death, and in the year 1765 held a court by her steward, 
Robert Parker, at the house of Benjm. Wilby, the Fleece Inn, 
Batley. From the proceedings may be gathered not only the 
character of the manor, but the extent of the power exercised 
by its lord. 

The steward issued the following summons to the bailiffs 
of the manor: 


of the Possessions of the late | and give notice that the view of Frank- 

dissolved Hospital or Priory + pledge and Court Leet with the Court Baron 

of Saint John of Jerusalem \ of Miss Mary Horton, Lady of the Manor 

in England. aforesaid, will be held at the house of Benj™ 
Wilby, in Batley, in and for the said Manor, on Monday, the twenty-eighth 
day of October next, by ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

You are also to summon all persons who owe suit or service to the 
same Court to appear then and there to do and perform their respective 
suits and services, and you are likewise to summon and return a good and 
substantial Jury to appear at the said Court and be impanelled and sworn 
to inquire and present as well for our Lord the King as the Lady of the 
said Manor. You are also to be then and there personally present and to 
make a return of this precept. Given under my Hand and Seal the 
Eighteenth day of September, in the Year of our Lord 1765. 

(Signed) RT. PARKER, LS. 
Steward of the said Court and Manor. 


Manor of Batley, late Parcel ] You are hereby commanded to proclaim 


os\isloshuatar i ac 
Bailiff of the said Manor. 
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In compliance with the above the bailiff issued the 
following summons to all persons whose duty it was to be 
present : 


Manor of Batley, Parcel of You are hereby summoned to be and 
the Possessions of the late | appear at the view of Frankpledge and 
dissolved Hospital or Priory + Court Leet of our Sovereign Lord the King, 
of Saint John of Jerusalem \ with the Court Baron of Miss Mary Horton, 
in england. Lady of the said Manor, at the house of 

Benjamin Wilby in Batley, on Monday, the Twenty-eighth day of October 

next, by ten o’clock in the forenoon, to do and perform your suit and 

service at the same Court. Given under my Hand the Twenty-seventh 

day of September, 1765. 


The Court was held on the 28th October, 1765, before 
Mr. Parker, the steward. The Jury were called and answered 
to their names, as follow, viz.: 


Mr. John Greaves, John Oldroyd, 

Mr. Thomas Wightman, Joseph Oldroyd, 
Joseph Oates, Benjamin Mayman, 
Samuel Appleyard, Matthias Walker, 


Mr. John Beevor, Benjamin Beaumont, 
| 
Jeremiah Chadwick, | William Knowles, 


The Jury having been sworn, the steward proceeded to 
address them as follows: 


“ Gentlemen,— 

“The Courts of St. John of Jerusalem had their original from the 
Holy Wars, there being certain Brave Men of all Christian Nations who 
joyned in defending Jerusalem and other Cyties in the Holy Land from 
the Infidels, and they took upon them the Knights of St. John from 
St. John, the patriarch of Alexandria, who was the first promoter and 
contributor against the Saracens, and from the bounty of their respective 
Countries they had very large possessions. 

“Camden tells us that ‘after the Knights Templars were added to 
them they had no less than twenty-eight thousand manors in Christendom.’ 

“ Here in Great Britain an Hospital was founded and consecrated to 
the Order of the Knights Hospitalers of St. John of Jerusalem, and was 
governed by a General Prior of that Order, who sat in the House of Lords 
in Parliament, and was Reckon’d the first Baron in England. 

“This Prior got several Bounties from such able Christians as were 
well disposed towards carrying on the war, and ordered crosses to be set 
upon every Benefaction to signifie that those premises were given for 
the use of such as were fighting Christ's cause abroad, and divided those 
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Benefactions into Manours, and obtained from the Crown several profitable 
priviledges to attend them, and afterwards Instituted these Courts for a 
yearly enquiry that all Dues, Customs, and priviledges might be acknow- 
ledged and preserved, and that no Innovations or wrongs might creep 
in among them; and after the Order of the Knights Templars were 
abolished for their impiety, the Prior of that age gained all their posses- 
sions here in England to be added to that Hospital. 

“These Knights at length were overpowered by the great number of 
the Infidels, and so obliged them to make their abode in the Isle of 
Rhodes, where they held out for some time, till at last they were expelled 
by the Turks and settled themselves in the Isle of Malta, where their 
posterity holds out against the Mahometans to this day, and now are 
called the Knights of Malta. 

“ But when King Henry the 8th Dissolved this Hospital with the rest 
of the Priories and other Religious Houses, he seized all their Lands and 
Revenues into his Hands, and annexed the Leets and View of Frank- 
pledge to all these Manours to give authority at the sitting of these 
Courts for the enquiry of all Capital Crimes, and Transmit such present- 
ments to Superior Courts, which is now required of us in this present Leet, 
and afterwards these Manours with their Respective Customs and privi- 
ledges were sold off from the Crown to subjects, from whom Miss Horton, 
the present Lady of the Manour, Derives her Title. 

“ Now, Gentlemen, it is these customs and priviledges we meet here 
this day to enquire into and preserve. 

“ First of all, you are to enquire if any who hold or Inhabit under the 
Cross have been summoned to appear here this day and have neglected or 
refused to come to do their suit and service. 

“ You are to enquire if any Lands, Rents, Customs or Services be con- 
cealed or withholden. 

“You are to enquire if any Writings, Evidences, or Court Rolls 
relating to this Manor be likewise concealed or withholden. 

“You are also to enquire of all manner of alienations and dissents. 

“You are likewise to enquire of all forfeited Lands and Goods under 
the Cross as those of fé/o de’se ; those that are convicted of Felony or 
other Capital Crimes, and of the goods and chattles of outlaw’d persons. 

“You are also to enquire who have died under the Cross since the 
last Court day, to the end that their Wills and Inventories may be 
Exhibited unto this Court according to custom. 

“You are also to enquire if any Houses which are holden of this 
Manour have not a Cross set upon them to signify their Tenure, and 
present the Defaulters. 

“ You are also to enquire of the pains that were laid at the last Court 
day if they be performed; if not, you are to present those who made 
default according to the penalty. 

“You are also to enquire of all matters that are in this Court Leet 
enquirable and presentable as fully and effectually as if the same had been 
particularly named to you.” 
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The Court then proceeded with its duties, and at the end 
the Jury signed the following verdict : 


“We, the Jurors aforesaid, do say and present that Sir George 
Armytage, Bart., for Old Hall in Mirfield; Sir Ralph Ashton and Lady 
Egerton, for Leadbetter’s land; Benjamin Dickenson, for Haley Hill in 
Northowram ; Benjamin Rhodes, for lands in Batley, late John Rhodes’; 
John Wormald, for lands in Batley, late William Wormald’s ; Miss Hawks- 
worth, for four closes in Mirfield, late Thomas Ramsden’s; Mr. William 
Preston, for lands in Batley, late Jeremiah Farrar’s; Sir Ralph Ashton 
(Assheton), for lands in Batley, late Wilby’s; Thomas Kighley, for lands 
in Heckmondwike, late John Kighley’s; John Haigh, for lands in Liver- 
sedge, late William Stockwell’s; Isaac Wilson, for lands there, late 
James Wilson’s ; Thomas Thompson, for lands in Batley, late Tobias 
Fourness’ ; Joseph Hargreaves, for lands there, late Benjamin Beaumont’s ; 
Widow Mowbrey, for lands there, late Widow Haley’s ; John Broadley, for 
lands there, late Widow Broadley’s ; Charles Stead, for lands in Gommer- 
sall, late William Stead’s; John Holt of Halifax, for lands in Ovenden, 
late Farrar’s; Phebe Drake and Miss Robinson, for lands in Northowram, 
called Field, also for a parcel of land called Shelfe Park ; John Dearden, 
for Shelf Park, late belonging to John Dearden, his father ; Joseph Bilton, 
for lands in Liversedge, late Bourchier Walker’s; Mr. Richard Towne, for 
lands in Batley, late Matthew Scatcherd’s; John Lea of Haughend, for 
lands in Norland, late ....; John Haigh, for lands in Liversedge, late 
John Beaumont’s; Richard Farrar of Pudsey, for lands there, late Widow 
Farrar’s ; John Scatcherd, for lands at Staincliffe, late John Riddlesden’s ; 
Thomas Popplewell, for a house and garden at Batley, late Saml. Popple- 
well’s; Joseph Hepworth, for Housing in Carlinghow, late Thomas Lindley’s; 
Abram Firth, for lands in Batley, late Bank’s; John Blaydes, Esq., for 
lands at Hathercroft, in Batley, late Jonathan Waddington’s; Sir James 
Ibbetson, for a House and land in Gommersall, late Henry Ibbetson’s, 
Esq. ; Joshua Brooke, for a house and two crofts at Purlwell, late Thomas 
Brook’s ; John Wade, for lands in Batley, late Charles Wade’s ; and John 
Talbot, for lands late John Mowburn’s or in his possession, are tenants of 
this Manor, and ought to do suit and service at this Court, for and in 
respect of the said lands and tenements respectively, which have descended 
or otherwise come to their possession since the last Court held in and for 
this Manor, but that they and each of them have neglected so to do.” 


Manor of Batley, late Parcel The several persons who owe Suit and 
of the Possession of the late | Service to the View of Frankpledge and 
dissolved Hospital or Priory - Court Leet of our Sovereign Lord King 
of St. John of Jerusalem in | George the Third with the Court Baron of 
England Miss Mary Horton, Lady of the Manor afore- 

said, holden at Batley on the Twenty-eighth day of October, in the Sixth 
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year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, King of 
Great Britain, &c., and in the Year of our Lord, 1765. Before the Suitors 
of the said Court and Robert Parker, Steward there. 


George, Lord Brudenal. 

Sir George Armytage, Bart., for the Old Hall in Mirfield, possessed by 
Josias Sheard, Junr. 

The Heirs of John Copley, Esq., M.A., for Mr. Bilton, Leadbeater’s land. 

Sir Ralph Ashton and Lady Egerton. 

John Roebuck, Gentleman, for lands at Tingley Gate, late Bathshua 
Lister's, widow. 

The Heirs of Christopher Hodgson of Westerton, for Robinson’s land. 

Thos. Thompson, Gentleman, for land at Staincliffe Hall. 

John Gream of Exley, Gentleman. 

Benjamin Dickinson, for Healey Mill in Northowram. 

Richard Rayner of Millbridge, Gentleman, for Godley in Northowram, his 
son, Samuel Appleyard, tenant. 

Thos. Woolridge, for lands in Gomersall in the right of his wife, by Charles 
Charlesworth. 

Sir Wm. Wentworth, Bart., for lands in Gomersall, by John Gomersall. 

Sir Wm. Brooke, Knt., for lands in Gomersall. 

Francis Fourness, Gentleman. 

Benjm. Rhodes, for lands in Batley in his possession. 

John Wormald, for lands in Batley, by Joseph Blakley. 

Miss Hawksworth, for four closes in Mirfield, by John Dawson. 

John Cowell of Leeds, for Nickhouse in Mirfield, by John France. 

Mr. Wm. Preston, for lands in Batley, by Mary Walker. 

John Taylor, Gentleman, for lands in Batley, late James Shepley’s. 

Sir Ralph Ashton, for lands in Batley, late Wilby’s, by Jonathan Wilby. 

Thos. Keighley of Heckmondwike, for lands there. 

Widow Ambler of the same, by Robert Walker. 

Mr. John Haigh of Liversedge, for lands there, late Robt. Holdsworth, by 
John Broadley. 

Isaac Wilson, of the same. 

Mr. Thos. Thompson, for lands in Batley, by Richard Brooke. 

Benjamin Beaumont of Batley, belonging to Jos. Hargreave, of Wakefield. 

Widow Wright of Halifax, for lands in Hipperholme, in the possession of 
Richard Pollard. 

Widow Mowbry of Batley. 

John Broadley of Liversedge, for lands in Batley. 

John Broadley. 

Charles Stead of Tonge, for lands in Gomersall. 

Jas. Stansfield in the Right of his wife for lands in Holdsworth. 

Benjm. Rhodes, John Boyle, John White, and Timothy Senior, for Horley 
lands of Woodchurch. 

Sir Ralph Ashton. 
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George Gamble, for lands late Thos. Suterthwaite, by Anthony Todd. 

William Deakin. 

Saml. Snell, Wm. Deakin, for a cottage in Churwell, by Anthony Todd. 

John Holt of Halifax, for lands in Ovenden, late Smith’s. 

Johnathan Priestley, Gentleman, Mrs. Liley. 

Judith Melvil, widow of Wm. Melvil, for lands in Northowram, since pur- 
chased by Isaac Hancock of Leeds. 

The Heirs of Joseph Wood, for the field late Northend’s, Mrs. Drake and 
Miss Robinson. 

Mrs. Wood, for the fold and lands late Lumb’s. 

The heirs of Mr. Saml. Hurst, for lands late Langley’s and Flather’s, by 

Rd. Oates. 

Mr. Gilbert Brooksbank, for Oxley’s, late James Brooksbank’s. 

Mrs. Drake and Miss Robinson. 

John Dearden, Esq., for the other part called Shelf Park. 

William Drake, Esq., for lands in Northowram, Rich. Brown. 

Mr. Joseph Bilton, for lands in Liversedge. 

Wm. Bentley, Gentleman. 

Thomas Thornhill, Esq., for lands at Norwood Green, late Mr. Langley’s, 
by John Pool. 

Henry Wadsworth, for lands in Holdsworth. 

John Bairstow, of the same. 

John Oldroyd, for a house in Heckmondwike. 

Mr. Richard Towne. 

John Lea of Haughend, for lands in Norland, late Steine’s. 

Timothy Aldred, fora house and lands in Morley, by Sam]. Webster. 

Samuel Webster of Morley, for a house and lands there. 

Mr. John Haigh, for lands in Liversedge, late Holdsworth’s. 

Richard Farrar of Pudsey, for lands there. 

Mr. John Beevor of Heckmondwyke, for Lee’s land in Batley. 

Samuel Oldroyd of Dewsbury, for a close in Batley called Ornell, by John 
Oldroyd. 

Richard Brooke, for lands in Batley, late Rothwell’s. 

John Scatcherd of Hanging Heaton, for part of lands at Staincliffe, late 
Johnson’s. 

John Scatcher, for the other part, and for James Kitson’s house. 

John Rhodes, for lands, late Fawcett’s. 

Thos. Popplewell, for a house and garden in Healey, late Abram Black- 
brough’s. 

Joseph Oldroyd, for a house and croft, by Batley Bridge. 

Joseph Hepworth, for Housing in Carlinghow. 

Thos. Wightman. 

The Heirs of Wm. Banks of Hunsworth, for lands in Batley, late Jno. 
Hardcastle’s, Abm. Firth, Esq. 

John Wormald of Leeds, for lands there, late Walker’s, now Mr. Thos. 
Beaumont’s. 
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John Blayds, Esq., of Leeds, for lands at Hathercroft in Batley, late in the 
possession of Jonathan Waddington. 

Joseph Oates, for cottages at Norwood Green. 

Sir James Ibbetson, for a house and lands in Gomersall. 

Joshua Brooke, for a house and two crofts at Purlwell. 

John Wade, for lands in Batley, late Keighley’s. 

Joshua Brooke, for three tenements at Purlwell, late Wheatley’s. 

Widow Dearnley, for Mrs. Gray, land. 

Mr. James Tetley, for lands at Norwood Green. 

Samuel Morley of Morley, for lands there, late Hardcastle’s. 

Benjamin Mayman, for a cottage in Batley. 

John Broadley, for Ramfles in Liversedge, respited. 

Matthias Walker, for a messuage or tenement at Staincliffe, late Samuel 
Walker, Mary Walker. 

John Talbot. 

Stephen Ambler. 


The rent roll at this Court contained the names of fifty-two 
tenants, and the total amount of rents was {1 25. 8d. per 
annum, or £4 fos. 2d. for the four years, £3 3s. 2d. of which 
was paid at the time. In 1790, John Taylor, Esq., paid Lord 
Grey de Wilton and Ladies Asheton and Egerton the sum of 
16s. for free rents, payable out of the Purlwell Estate, and 12s. 
payable out of the Staincliffe Hall Estate, for twenty-four years’ 
rents, due Martinmas, 1789. 


The steward appears to have been paid for his services 
according to professional charges of the period, his account for 
the Batley Court being as follows : 


Je & Of 

1765. September: Drawing, Engrossing, Signing, and Sealing 
precept for holding Batley Court . @ 4 © 

Copies of all Tenants’ and Suitors’ Names for the Bailiff 
to Summon them . oO 3 © 
Drawing Notice for Holding the Court and Summons to 


the Tenants ; Q 2 © 

Paid for Printing 150 of them F : : 21 oO 

Paid Bailiff for delivering them . : 2 12 © 

Oct. 28. Journey to Batley, and fee on holding the Court . Oise 
ey oS 


“In the Valor Lecclesiasticus the rent is Ar 3s. 2d. per annum. 
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The following are the earliest records I have met with, 
and are inserted to show the power, rights, and privileges of 
the Manor and its Lords. 


MANOR DE BATLEY. 


Wanon die Taxi; jn Visus ffranci Plegii et Cui Let_Dni Regis 
tae possession nup | Cum Curia Barofi Williet Horton gen dni Manor 
dissolut Hospital sive aH ye : : 5 50 
Benlse jonieveniD: Cs scent) tom decimo quinto die Maii Anno 
salem in Angli. regni dni et dne firi With et Marie nunc Regis et 

Regifi Angli et secundo Annog, domini 1690. Coram Henrico 


Elllistones gent seni™ Cuf ibm. 


We amerce as followeth for non-appearance at this Court : 


Got 
Lord Brudenell . : ; 3 : 5 @o) © ofs 
Thomas Richardson . : s : 5 (00) Cle) ls 
Mr. Robt. Law . : 5 : : . 0O OL oO 
John Wilkinson : : ‘ : . ©O OO O4 
Samuel Wardman . 5 : , . ©O OO 04 
Wm. Frost de Horbury . ; : > GD © Go 
Lawrence Robinson . : 00 OL oO 


We find Samuel Foxcroft of Purlwell heir to his father, deceased, and 
hath done his fealty. 

We find Robert Walker of Staintcliffe, deceased, and Samuel Walker, 
his son, found heir, and hath done his fealty, and the Will proved at this 
Court. 

Widd. Healey son, called John, found heir to a certain tenement, and 
hath done his fealty. 

We find Richard Liversege of Gomersall heir to his father, deceased, 
and hath done his Fealty this Court. 

Item : We present Joshua Shepley of Staintcliffe, for encroaching 
upon the Wast, without the consent of the Lord and the freeholders, and 
do amerce him in the sum of 1!i 108 02 to lay the same open again to the 
Wast betwixt and Michaelmas next or else to pay the forfeiture. 

We find William Pollard of Gumersall died intestate under the Cross 
since the last Court. 


(Signed) Nathl. Booth, Rich? Liversidge, 
William Thorpe, Henry Grahame, 
James Brooksbank, Jeremy Brooksbank, Jr., 
George Boyle, Josh. Charelsworth, 
Abra. Lum, Joseph Beamount, 


Jonathan. Priestley, Jun., Henry Jy Earnshaw. 
mark, 
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MANOR DE BATLEY. 


LocaL TENANTS’ NAMES, APRIL 21, 1692 


ffrancis Dom. Brudenell. 
Thomas Armitage, Bart. 
Edwrd. Copley, ar. 


Johes Pickerin 


g, ar. p terr. apud Tingley Yate. 


Lawrentius Robinson de Westerton, gen. 
Nathaniel Booth de Staincliffe. 

Ricus Liversedge de Gom’sall. 

Heires Thome Wentworth mil. p terr. in Gom’sall. 
Joshua Charlesworth p terr. ibm. 

Robtus Ray p terr. ibm. 

Heires Josephi Ramsden, gen. p terr. in Mirfield. 
Saml. Walker de Batley. 

Saml. Foxcroft de eadm. 

Johes Janson de Batley or Churwell. 

Johes Willy de ead. 

Samuel Birtby de Skolecroft p terr. ibm. 


MANOR DE BATLEY, APRIL 21, 1692. 


Manor de Batley nup 
pcetti possession nup 
dissolut Hospital sive 
priora? Séi Johis Jeru- 
salem in Angli. 


Visus ffranci Plegi et Cui Leta Dni Regis et 
Dne Regine Cum Curia Baronis With Horton 
gen! dni Manos p* d’ tent ibm vicesimo primo die 
Aprilis Anno regni Regis et Rne With et Marie 


nunc Angt et quarto Annoq, dni 1692. Coram Henrico Ellistones 
get sentto Cui p" d’, 


Wee Amerce as followeth for Non-appearance att this Court : 


is: 
Fran’cus Dom. Brudnall : : : Oo 13 04 
Tho: Armitage Barrontt ; : : 00 06 08 
Lawrence Robinson, gent : : : 00 O05 OO 
Abraham Lumm . : : : ; 00 0O O4 
Francis Brooke. : : F : 00 oO 06 
John Rishworth . : , : 00 CO 06 
Will: Walker de Liversidge : : 00 00 06 
Charles Best . ‘ : : : 00 00 06 
Rob: Smith . : : : ; ; 00 00 02 
Tho: Brooke. : , ; : : 00 O02 OO 
James Brooksbanke 00 00 06 
John Wadsworth . ; : : 00 02 06° 


Rob: Bairstow ’ : ’ 4 : 00 02 oO 
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Wee find one John Smith heire to an estate vnder y® cross in Ovenden, 
left by Jo: Ryall of Hallefax, deceased, and hath done his fealty. 

Wee find Thomas Tompson heire to ane estate left by: Fran: 
Tompson, his father, and has done his fealty. 

Wee find William Wormald heire to an estate, by right of his wife, 
w°) is vnder y® cross, and hath done his fealty. 

Wee find Isaac Baume hath past away an estate holden of this 
Mannor, to Marmeduke Shepley, and has done his fealty. 

We find one John Beaumount has past one close or field comonly 
called ormil], apertain’g to y® cross, to Jos: Oldroide, w* hath nott for this 
seaven years done any suit or servis to this court. 

Wee find Jos: Brooksbank yt dyed jntestate, and that James Brooks- 
banck ought to take administration of his goods and chattells, and for nott 
so doing wee amerce him one pound ten shillings. 

We present one Susanna Brighouse for not getting vp a cross upon 
her house according to y® custom of y® hold of this Mannor, and likewise 


for nott doing suitt and servis at this court 6s 84 

Wee present one Jonas Coats for nott appearing and doing his suit 
and servis to this court 6s 

Wee do amerce every one that Rich? Liversedge, 
appertaines y’ court and does nott John Smithe, 
sett vp across betwixt and..... Sam: ffoxcroft, 
Middsummer next ensuing y® sume Tho: Tomson, 
of 68 8’ p month. Henry Greame, 


William Thorpe, 
Mich : Broadhead, 
Henry }q Earnshaw, 


his mark 


Mar: Shepley, 
William \x / Wormald, 


his mark 


John Healey, 


his mark 


William x Ramsden. 


Visus ffranci Plegij et Curia Leta dni Regis 
: Cum Curia Baronis With Horton gen! tent apud 

dissol : a ; 
eels ae ( Coley decimo Octavo die Aprilis Anno Regni 
Sci Johis Jerusalem in | Regis With tertij nunc Angti et Septimo Annog, 


WIEWOR CE 5 6 69 0 0 ob ] 
Batley nup p’cell pos- 


ae Dni 1695. Cora Henrico Ellistones gen) sentto 
ibm. 
Wee amerce as ffolloweth ffor non Appearance att this p’sent Court : 
BG 
ffrancis Lord Bruidnall . s ; : ; ; =) Ol 00! “00 


John Armitage Barronett : : . ; , : , le) i) Wo) 
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ts a 
Edward Coppley Arm. : : 5 ©0) OF Co 
The heires of Tho: Preistley de Holdsworth. ‘ . 00 OO 04 
The heires of Jno: Smith, gen., for Landes in Ovenden. . 00 00 O4 
The heires of Jona: Hall, gen., for landes in Northowrome . 00 00 04 
The heires of Samuell ffournes, gen., Pp pec Terr’ voc’ Shelfe 
Ranker : ‘ : ? . 00 OO O4 
Car: Best for land in Stainecliffe . : : ; : > C2) CO OL 
John Sugden, gen. . : : . 00 OO O4 
The heires of Tho: Brooke, of Eddercliff : ; . 00 OO O4 
Jno: Wadsworth for Land in Holdsworth : : , {00} 400) 704 


Wee doe this Court ffinde John ffourness, Jun‘, p’sent, who purchased 
an Estate of John Beamont in Batley, holden of this Manno’, who hath 
done his ffealty. 

Wee doe alsoe now ffinde James Tettley, who holdeth lands of this 
Mannor in y® right of his wife, who was Late wife of Samuell Hird, and 
hath done his ffealty. 

Wee doe alsoe ffinde Ellen Burneley & Jno. Dennison (in y® right of 
his wife) heires vnto Joshua Burneley, dec4, who have done their fealty. 

Wee doe alsoe now ffinde John Stead heire to Jeremy Shepley 
Land, who hath now done his ffealty (the same is in right of his wife). 

Wee doe alsoe finde that Richard Hoile and Joseph Wood dyed 
vnder the Cross, And that their Wills are not yett proved. 


Wee doe alsoe now finde Joseph Jo. Wood, 
Wood, Juror, Present heire to Joseph Sam!! ffoxcroft, 
Wood, his father, dec4, of lands Rich? Liversedge, 
Holden of this Manno’, and hath now Jonathan Preistley, Jun’, 
done his ffealty. John Crowther, 


Jeremy Brookesbank, 
William Thorpe, 
John ffourness, 
John Healey, 


mark. 


Henry Earnshaw, 


mark, 
Jeremiah x Empsall, 
John Hall. 


Manner de Batley nup) Visus ffranc plegij et Curia Leta dni Regnie Citi 
peell possession nup i : ae = 5 
dissolut Hospital sive Curia Baronis Willi. Horton Ay tent apud 
priorat Sci Johannis{ Batley Vicesimo Septo die Octobris Ano Reg. 
Jerusalem In Angliz. 

1702. Re. Anne nunc Angt e' primo Annoq, D6ni 


1702. Coram Carolo Radcliffe gen! sentto ifm. 
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Wee Amerc as followeth for non appearanc’ at this Co™: 


tH 


ffrancis Lord Brudenell & not doing suite & service I 
John Armitage Barrtt for y® like fo) 
Edw? Copley Ar. for y@ like . fo) 
Maria Robinson vid. for ye like. fe) 
Matthew Wentworth Mil. for y& like fe) 
Joshua Charlesworth for y® like fe) 
Thos Ramsden Gen. for y® like fe) 
Sam: Walker for y® like fe) 
Joh’es Wilby for yé& like fe) 
Sam’ Greenwood for y® like : ; - © 
Robert Shaw gen’ for y® like . ; ; s ©) 
fo) 
fo) 
fo) 
fe) 
fe) 
fo) 
O 
fo) 
fo) 


ol 


Jonathan Hall for y® like : 

Will: Walker & W™ Lyley for ye like 

The heires of Tho’ Brook for y® like 

W™ Walker for y® like . 

Jn° Wadsworth for yé like 

Robt Bairstow for y® like 

Sam’ Wakefield for y¢ like 

y¢ heirs of Rich¢ Huntington for ye like. 

y® Widdow of Sam Clarke for y® like : 
W™ ffarrer for ye like. fe) 


We doe this Cot find Joshua Beale none to ie fener Joshua Peele 
dec? for lands at Nick house in Mirfield holden of this Mannt & hath now 
done his fealty. 

Wee doe also find Sam! Greenwood heir to the lands at Carlinghow 
of Michaell Broadhead holden of this Mannor & hath done his fealty. 

Wee doe also find Moses Green heire to the lands in Batley of John 
Green dec? holden of this Mannor who hath now done his fealty. 

Wee doe also find Daniell Emsall heire to the lands at Northwood 
green of Jeremy Emsall dec? holden of this Mannor who hath now done 
his fealty. 

Wee doe also find Samuell Bentley heire to W™ Thorpe of certaine 
lands & premsses holden of this Mannor bequeath? to him by the last will 
& testemt of the sd W™ now p’ved in open Cot who hath done his fealty. 

Wee doe also find M* Tho: ffearnley who purchased an estate at 
Batley of John Janson of Staintcliffe holden of this Manno who hath done 
his fealty. 

Wee doe also find Mt W™ Green heire to his father Rich¢ Green of 
Tomlinsons lands in healey holden of this Mannot who hath done his 
fealty & p® reliefe. 

Wee doe also find Mt Tho: Thomson who purchased an estate at 
Staincliffe Hall of Nathaniell Booth holden of this mannot who hath done 
his fealty & pd. Reliefe. 


CO0O000DDDODDOOOOOOHOHOOS 
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Wee doe also find M* Joshua Wright heire to his ffather for lands at 
Shipdenhead holden of this Mannot who hath done his fealty & pd releife. 
Wee doe also find James Shepley in the right of his wife, who is one 
of the daughters & Co-heires of Sam! ffoxcroft for lands in Batley at Purl- 
well hall holden of this Mannor who hath done his ffealty & pd Reliefe. 
Wee doe also find M* Sam! Holdsworth heire to his vncle Joseph 
Walker for lands in Long Liversedge holden of this Manno who hath done 
his fealty. 
Item: Wee doe also p’sent all those p’sons ) John ffourness 
who have not Crosses erected vpon their houses | Tho: Tompson 
having lands & tents holden of this mannot | Will: Wormall 
betwixt & the next Cot Nicholas White 
John Healey 
Ja: Shepley 
Hen: Greame 
J. Wood 
Jonath Priestley 
Joshua Wright 
James Tetlaw 
Jn° Sugden 


Manor de Batley nup) Visus ffranci plegii et Cur Leta Dom Rne Cur 

pceth possession nup ae SFmo S z 
rise nenriceelinne Barron With Horton Af tent_ apud Batley 
priorat Sci Johis Jeru- vicesimo sexto die Aprilis Afio Rni Rne Anne 
salem in Angli. ns : os a aa 
nunc Magné Britannié et septimo Annog, Dom 


1708. Coram Carolo Radcliffe gett sentto ibm. 


James Shepley gen. James Tetlow Henry Weightman) 
Thomas Thompson Esaph Gleadhill | Nicholas White 

W™ Rothwell ae Israel Rhoads ee Joshua Taylor jet 
Marmaduke Shepley John Haley ) Joshua Wormall 


Imp". Wee find that George, Earl of Cardigan, Jno. Armitage, Bart, 
Edw? Gasley. Esq., Chrs. Hicdesent Rich4 Rainer Rich4 Musgrave, Barrt, 
Josua Peel, wn Watcon gen., Robt Shaw, gen., Benj" Legard, Judith 
Melvel, William Ramsden, ffrancis Broale, Jolin Wadeworha Ropabaiitomt 
the heires & vid. of W™ ffarrer, Alic Beever vid Thomas olde won Ea yonu} 


Is d d Is 2s 
Speight, Abram Blaikbrough, Benj. Turner, John Green, William Bancks, 
are Tents of the Lord and ow suit of Court, and at this day haue made 
default in doeing suit of Co™. Therefore they & every of them are amerced 
as doth appear on their severall heads. 
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Itm. We find yt James Rothwell married Deborah Scatcherd & yt he 
holds a house & lands of this manner near y® White lee in Batley in y® right 
of his wife & yt he hath done his fealty. 

Itm. We find yt John Barraclough holds a close of this manner called 
new Ing als. Malsen Close near Carlinghow & yt he hath done his fealty. 

Itm. We find yt Benjamin Rhoads A tent w® in this manner is dead 
and yt Mary Rhoads his Widow holds a house & land near White ley in 
Batley for life by virtue of y® last Will of ye s4 Benj: & yt she hath done 
her fealty. 

Itm. We find yt John Leadbeater holds one house & garth of this 
manner situate in Batley & yt he hath done his fealty. 

Itm. Wee find yt Richard Huntington dec‘ in his life time held one 
Close of this Manner now in ye pos’sion of Edward Richardson situate in 
Morley & yt y® same close is come to Martin Huntington his son & heir by 
descent & yt he hath done his fealty & p? Relief. 

Itm. We find yt W™ Rooke gen. holds of this Manner A house 
& lands in little Gumersall & that he hath paid his fealty and saved his 
amerciment. 

Itm. Bathshua Lister vid. of West Ardsley holds a house & lands of 
this manner at tinley yate & she hath pd her fealty & relief & saved her 
amerciamt, 

Itm. We find yt John Jonson is dead & yt James Jonson his son holds 
one house & lands in Staincliffe in Batley by desent of this Cot & hath 
done his fealty. 

Itm. We find yt John Holdsworth of Est-hardwick a tent of this 
Manner is dead & that Tho® Holdsworth his son & heir holds two Closes 
of Land near Staincliffe in Batley by decent of this Manner & hath done 
his fealty. 

Itm. We find y* Josias ffarrer hath purchased of Sam! Walker four 
Closes of land scituat at y® hirst in Batley holden of this manner & y' he 
hath done his fealty. 

Itm. We find yt Thomas Weightman of Mirfield dec4 in his life time 
was seized of one house & land holden of this Co" scituate in Dewsbury & 
yt Henry Weightman is his son & next heir & hath done his fealty. 

Itm. We find yt ye heires of Jeremiah Brooksbank, ye Widow of 
Thomas Priestely, Judith Melvel vid. Mts Abigal Drake, Thos’ Poole, y¢ 
heires of Richard Hoyle, Mt John Brooksbank, Mts Ann Cooper, W™ Wat- 
son, James Nayler, Dorothy Armitage vid., Thomas Pollard, y® heires of 
Thomas Brooke, Christopher Hodgson, gen., y® heires of James Oates, y® 
heires of James Brook of Birstall, nor any of them have not appeared at 
this Co" Barron holden for this Manor and that y™ nor any of y™ have not 
done their or any of their respective fealtys or suit of Co pursuant to a 
paine laid the last Cot therefore we Americ? y™ and every one of them 
severally and respectively the sume of 25 64. 

Itm. Wee find yt Joseph Olroid of Dewsbury holds one house & lands 
of this manner scituate at Dewsbury afores¢ & yt he hath done his fealty 
& paid his reliefe. 
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Itm. Wee find yt Dorothy Lindley Widow holds one house & two 
Crofts in Carlinghow of this Manner & yt she hath done her fealty. 

Itm. We lay in paine yt y® owners or occupiers of all Messuages 
Cottages or Dwelling-houses holden of this Manner of Batley wc) have 
not y® Crosses upon them according to ye Antient custome of this 
Manner yt such owners or occupiers thereof Errect or Cause to be Errected 
such Crosses as are usual in y® sd. Manner betwixt & y® next Co" to be 
holden for this Manner upon paine of each p’son makeing Such default to 
forfeit 68 84, 

Itm. We find yt John Lister Cler’ departed this life since y® last 
Cot holden for this Manner possessed of a Considerable p’sonall estate 
& that he made a Will in writeing and Bathsua his Widow & relict & sole 
executrix & that she ought to have poed y® same Will at this Co™ w*? she 
hath not yet done therefore we do lay in paine yt y° sd Bethshua do poe 
y® sd Will at y® next Co" to be holden for this Manner upon pain of 39°. 

Itm. We lay in paine yt Henry Gream Jun’, Judith Sugden vid, 
Edward Longley gen., John Speight, John Green, & M* Tho’ Beevers 
yt y® & evey of y™do severally appear at ye next Cot Barron to be holden 
for this Manner & do their & every one of their severall & respective 
fealty & suit of Co™ upon paine of each pson makeing default to forfeit 
ten shillings. 

Itm. We agree y' this is our verdict but declare y‘ y® fines or 
amerciam’ set upon y® ten® w* inhabit w't in y® Jurisdiction of this Leet 

' for none appearance is no p’te of this our verdict. 
Ja: Shepley Asaph Gledhill 
Tho. Thompson Js Rhodes 
Wiliam Poplewell John Healey 
Marm: Shepley Henry Weightman 
Nicholas White Joshua Taylor 
James Tetlaw Josh Wormald. 


Maner de Batley nup) Visus ffranci Plegii et Curia Leta Dom Rne cum 
peell possion nup dis- 


slut Hosgall’ eve Curia Baronis With Horton Ay tent apud 
priorat Séi Johis Jeru- | Batley vicesimo quinto die Aprilis dio Rni Rne 
Sa anal: Anne nunc Magne Britaifie & decimo Annogq, 

Dom. 1711. Coram Carolo Radcliffe gen! sentto 


ibm. 


M: James Shepley, Jur. 

Joseph Wood gen. W= Brooke gen. John Hayley 
Thos Thompson gen. Asaph Gleadhill gen. Josua Brooksbank 
Joshua Wright gen. Jur. Nathan! Lea gen. Je ohn Greame 
John Cooper Jonathan Priestley gen. 


Jur. 
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Itm. We find that Geo: Earl of Cardigan, Jno. Armitage, Barrt, 

2s 6d 2s 6d s Is 
Edw4 worl, Esq., Rich Raya ie Musgrave, Beni, (es peel, 
Robt Shaw, gen., ees Melvel, wm Ramsden, John Wadsworth Robt 


2s 6d qd 
SEASON, Alice Beevor vid. Abram Beacon Benj* Turner, John 


Green, Nex Bancks, are Tents of the Lord & ow suit of Cot & at this day 
have made default in doing suit of Cot therefore they & every of y™ are 
amerced as doth appear on their severall heads. 

Item. We do find that W™ Wentworth Barrt By Jno Gumersal his 
Tennant hath pd fealty for certan Lands in Gumersall in the said Johns 
possession houlden of this manner and pd his releife. 

Item. We do find that George Hey hath pd fealty for Robt Grey for 
Lands in Liversiege houlden of this manner. 

Item. We do find that Rich4 Flather Jun" by Rich? Flather his father 
hath pd his fealty for Certain Lands at Norwood Green formarly Dan! 
Emsons. 

Item. We do find that James Brook of Birstall is dead and that Jno 
Brook of Hunslett doth now Inherrit several Lands and Tennements in 
West Ardsley w* was lately the Estate of the said James Brook of Birstall 
and houlden of this manner and that y® said Jno Brook hath now done 
failty. 

Item. We do find that Jno Brook of Clack Heaton hath purchased ° 
of M* James Rothwell of Morley amessuage and Lands, at White Lee and 
Healey in the Township of Batley and that he hath now done his failty 
for the same. 

Item. We do find that Thos Pollard a Tennant belonging to this 
manner is dead and that he by his will did give unto Sarah his Doughter 
now the Wife of Mt Jno Coope’ two messuges or Tennements and the Lands 
thereto belonging lately the Estate of the said Mr’ Pollard and lying in 
Liversiege Magna and houlden of this manner and that the said M« 
Coope hath now done his failty for the same. 

Item. We do find that That Thos Weetman a Tennant belonging to 
this manner is dead and at his death was seasd of severall Lands’ at 
Bouthroyd in Dewsbury houlden of this manner and that Hannah 
Weetman his widdow hath appeard and done failty for a Third part of the 
said Lands at this Coart. 

Item. We do find that John Leadbeater hath appeared at this Coart 
as father and Gardian to his Son Sam! Leadbeater who purchased of Mt 
W™ Green a hous and Land in Healey in the parish of Batley and hath 
done failty for the same & pd releife. 

Item. We do find that John Shaw of Milnsbridge hath purchased a 
Messuage and Lands Lying in Batley of James Armatidge Houlden of 
this Manner and that the said Shaw hath done failty. 


32 
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Item. We do find that Mt Nat!! Lea hath purchased of Jn° Fourniss 
Esq a messuage and lands sittuate at High Bently att Shelf Park houlden 
of this manner and that the said Mt Lea hath now done his failty & pd 
releife. 

Item. We do find that Sam! Roads of Batley hath purchased a Close 
Lande of Mt W™ Green sittuate in Batley now in his the said Samls 
possesion and that he hath done failty for the same. 

Item. We do find that Jno Greame of Skircoat hath Exley Hall and 
the Lands thereto belonging sittuate in South owram and houlden of this 
manner given and Convead to him by Hen. Greame his father and that 
the said Jn° hath now done failty for the same and pd reliefe. 

Item. We find that James Greame of Skircoat hath one Messuage 
and Lands sittuate Haly Hill in Northouram Houlden of this manner 
given and convead to him by M* Henry Greame his father lately disseased 
and that the said James Greame his son hath now pd failty for the same 
and pd reliefe. 

Item. We do find that JerY Brooksbank late of Shelf is dead and that 
Jos? Brooksbank his son who now hath attained his age of Twenty one 
hath appeard at this Coart and done failty for one messuage cald Upper 
Ox heys and the Lands thereto belonging sittuate at Shelf and houlden of 
this manner and that he hath pd reliefe for the same. 

Item. We do find that John Brook late of Smith House is dead and 
that W™ Brook his son hath appeard at this Coart and done his failty for 
one messuage and the Lands therto belonging sittuate at Eddercliff in the 
Parrish of Birstall we) dissended to him as Air at Law to his father. 

Item. We do find that W™ Wormald of Batley hath purchased of 
Sarah Dixon widdow a messuage and Lands at Carnill Howe in Batley 
aforesaid houlden of this Manner and hath done failty for the same. 

Item. We do find that Judith Sugden of Upper Ox Heys heretofore 
Widdow of Jerry: Brooksbank hath appear4 at this Coart by Jos? Brooks- 
bank her son who hath pd failty for one Third part of the said Jerry 
Brooksbank Esstate at Ox Heys Houlden of this manner. 

Item. We do find that Fransis Fourniss of Carnil Howe in Batley 
hath purchased a parsell of Land there of Dorothy Linly Widdow 
Houlden of this Manner and that he hath done his failty for the same. 

Item. We do find that Jos? Bentley of Lower Ox Hey departed this 
Life since the Last Coart Houlden for this Manner at Lower Ox Hey 
afforesaid parsell of the said manner and that he made a Will in writeing 
and at his death was possest of a Considderable personall estate within this 
manner and that no person hath appeard at this Coart as they ought to 
have done to prove the said will or gain administration for the same out of 
this Coart being duly warnd therefore we do lay in pain that the Exec's of 
the said Bentley above named or some other person in case they renounce 
do procure administration out of this Coart at the next Coart Houlden for 
the said Manner upon pain of Thirty nine Shillings Eleven Pence. 


MANOR, OF BATLEY. 251 


Item. We do find that John Marchall Late of Lower Ox Heys afore- 
said died since the last Coart and made his will being y™ posses' of a 
Considderable personall Estate and that no person hath appeard at this 
Coart to prove the same will or procure administration to be granted for 
the said personall Estate Ergo we do lay in pain the same shall be done 
twixt and the next Coart day to be houlden for the said manner on pain 
of Thirty nine shillings Eleven pence. 

Item. We do find James Otes of or nere Norwood Green within this 
manner died since last Coart possest of a considderable persionall Estate 
and that Hannah Otes his widdow and relickt being duly summoned nor 
any other person have appeard at this Court to prove the will or gain 
administration of the said James Otes persionall Estate Ergo we do lay in 
pain that the same shall be done at the next Coart to be Houlden for this 
manner upon the pain of Thirty nine shillings Elevyenpence. 

Item. We do find that James Jonson late of Staincliff in the parrish 
of Batley disseased, died within this manner since the last Coart possest 
of a considerable pessionall. Estate and that no body hath appear® at this 
Coart to prove his will or gain administration for the same. Ergo we do 
lay in pain that the persons who possess the said persionall Estate shall 
appear and procure the same to be done at the next Coart Houlden for 
this manner upon pain of Thirty nine shillings Elevenpence. 

Item. We do find that Martha Hird alias Jonson of Staincliff is a 
person that ows suite to this Coart and that she appeard here this day and 
departed in contempt to the Coart without lisence. Ergo we and the 
steward of the said Coart do fine her for the said Contempt Five pounds. 

Item. We do find that Edward Dean of Batley Vicker de Batley 
hath purchased of Mathew and Thomas Scatcher a House in Heyley in 
Batley afforesaid houlden of this Coart and that he hath done failty for 
the same. 

Item. We do find that Mt James Stansfield in yé right of his wife, 
Judith Melvell, W™ Drake, Esq", Rich¢ Renner, M's Dorothy Jackson, 
Mrs Ann Cooper, M* Robt Shaw, W™ Watson, James Nayler, Chris™ 
Hodgon, gent: the Aires of Mt Ja Otes, Thomas Robuck, gent, Easter 
Tettlaw, widdow, M's Mary Langley, Robt Gray, gent, the aires and 
widdow of W™ Farrar, of widow Beverr, Martha Janson, widdow, Sam 
Wood, W™ Banks, Ben Turner, John Speight, Nath! Robison, M's Ann 
Horton, Tim° Kighley, the aires of Buckley Wilford, Thomas Darby, Gent, 
John Turner of Mirfield Miln, D' Tho. Walker, Mt W™ Cliffard, Clerk, and 
the aires of Tho Ramsden, Are Tennants and owe sute and service to this 
Coart and thay nor any of them have not done failty Ergo we do lay in 
pain that thay and every of them do severily appear at the next Coart 
Barron to be houlden for this manner and do thair and every one of their 
respective failties and sute of Coart upon pain of each person making 
default of the sum of Tenn Shillings. 

Item. We lay in pain that the severall owners or occupiers of all 
Messuages, cottages, or dwelling houses houlden of ys manner and w% 
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have not crosses upon some publick place on the same pursuant to the 
antiant custome of this manner yt such owners or occupiers thereof do 
before the last day of May next errected or fixt such crosses thereupon as 
are usuall in the said manner that y® every person so neglecting or 
making such default shall forfitt the sum of Six shillingg Eight pence. 

We the Jury impannild to enquire of and conserning the premises 
afforesaid do agree unto the same as our verdictt this Twenty fifth day of 
Aprill One Thousand seven Hundred and Eleven. 

Ja: Shepley Nath: Lea 

J. Wood Jonathan Priestly 
Tho: Thomson John Healey 

Jos. Wright Joshua Brookesbank 
Jn° Coope’ John Greame 

Asaph Gledhill Willm Brooke 


Wills, cec., Proved in He Manor Court of Batley. 


Will of John Marshall of Oxheys, Hipperholme, clothier, dated 25 
January 1711, his dau, Susanna Marshall? sole executrix. Witnesses : 
Jos. Gott, Joshua Brookesbank, Abraham Lumb. 

Will of Edmond Brooke of Little Gomersall, yeoman, dated March 
4th, 1675. Sole executrix, his wife, Mary Brooke. Witnesses: Thomas 
Gomersall, William Copley, J : Walker. 

Will of William Thorpe of Shelf, in the co. of York, yeoman, dated 
23rd November, 1695. William Bentley sole executor. Witnesses: John 
Aked, Sam. Pollard, Wm. Rawson. 

Will of Elizabeth Brooke of Coley, Hipperholme with Brighouse, 
widow and relict of John Brooke, dated 29th March, 1753. Witnesses : 
Henry Watson, Wm. Rathmell, affirmed. 

Will of Samuel Walker of Staincliffe, in Batley, clothier, dated 8th 
December, 1724, appoints his wife, Mary, sole executrix. Witnesses : 
Joseph Hudswell, Thomas Beever, and Jer: Shepley, Junr. 

Will of Samuel Bentley of Shelf, parish of Halifax, yeoman, dated 7th 
January, 1719, appoints Samuel, William, and Francis, his sons, joint 
executors. Witnesses: William Rawson, Brook Rawson, and Thomas 
Taylor. Proved 4th January, 1720. 

The will is endorsed with the following charges :— 


Oath and Exam’ 

Respit Inventy ; 

bond and duty . : : 

Duty_and parcht for the Will 

Juges Will . : : 
do. probate 


CO000ON 
OOO DOOR 


NUONNNS 


® Married Jno. Drake, of Lower Oxheys. 
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fan ish: 
Duty and pchmt . ; : : o10 6 
to carrier for bringing it from York © © © 
With .... and fee © © © 
ffines . © © § 
n Ug Y 

Copy of Will to remain in Co" the original will 
being delivered out. : : : : : 2 © 
Zo H 


OATH ADMINISTERED ON APPLICATION FOR PROBATE. 


“You shall swear that you as Exors. of the last Will of J. S. dat¢?.. . 
shall make a True and Just Inventory of all his goods and p’sonall Estate 
within the jurisdiction of this Co‘ wc hath or shall come to yot hands or 
the hands or pos’cion of any other p’son for yot use. And exhibit the 
same into this Co™ when thereunto requested and pay the dec4 Debts and 
Legacys so far as such p’sonall Estate extends and the law binds and that 
y° will rend* a true account of yot Executorship to the Lords of the Maner 
or their Stewards when thereunto requested and so helpe y" in God.” 


NOTICE TO THE EXECUTORS TO PRODUCE AND PROVE THE WILL, OR 
ADMINISTRATION WILL BE GRANTED. 


“T am desired by W™ Horton Esqt Lord of the Manor of Batley (late 
pcell of the pos’sion of y® late dissolved hospital or priory of Saint John of 
Jerusalem in England) and by Charles Radcliffe Steward of the st Manner 
Cot to give notice to ye Executor or Executors of the last Will and 
testamt of John Smith late of Purlwell ffold in this p'ish who died and left 
a p’sonall Estate wth ye sd Man’er to be and appear at next Co™ Barron 
to be holden for y®° same Man’er at the house of Rob’ Dautrey situate at 
Exley wt in ye Maner on Tusday the ninth day of June next at seven of 
the clock in y® fore noon of yt day and then and their according to y® 
Antient Custom of y® Man’er afores? to prove y& Will of the s4 deceased if 
he made any and if he made none then I am to give notice unto y¢ next 
of kin and creditors of ye s¢ dec‘ to be and p’sonaly appear at y® s¢ Co" to 
be holden at y® time and place aforesaid and y® and their to show cause if 
they can why administration of the s¢ dec4 p’sonal estate ought not to be 
granted unto Samuel Smith of Burstall in y® County of Yorke husband- 
man as next of kin to the s¢ decd. 

“Dated y® 30 day of May, 1713. “CHA: RADCLIFFE, 

“ Steward of ye sd Co” 

The above’is endorsed “Published in our Parish Church of Batle 

May 31° by me. (Signed) “ED. DEANE.” 
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WILL OF EDMOND BROOKE OF LITTLE GOMERSALL, CO. OF YORK. 


“In the name of God, Amen, the fourth day of March Anno Dni 
1675. I Edmond Brooke of Little Gomersall, yeom., being sicke in body 
but of sound and p’fect minde and memory thanks bee to God make this 
my last Will etc. First I will my debts and funerall charges be paid. 
Item. I give unto Cicely Richardson Widdow my Mother in Lawe all 
that my Messuage wherein I now live and all the buildings, barnes, stables, 
orchards, gardens, tofts, crofts, and closes of land, etc., for and during the 
terme of her n’rall life and after her decease I bequeathe the said Messuage 
etc. and one other dwelling house and one croft adioyneinge now in the 
possession of John Bywater which I purchased of Toby ffearnside vnto my 
loveing wife Mary Brooke and her heirs for ever. I give and bequeath 
unto my wife all that close of land called the common close containing 
two days work with a plowe situate in Leiverseidge, also all other my 
Messuages and land whatsoever unto my said wife during the tearme 
of her n’rall life and after her decease vnto Katherine Netleton and Alice 
Brooke my sisters and their heires and assigns for ever. I give vnto Mary 
Netleton, John Netleton, and Martha Netleton, children of Katherine 
Netleton my sister, the some of ffoure pounds a peece to be paid when 
twenty one years of age I give unto my sister Alice Brooke ffoure 
pounds, to Samuell Brooke and Jabus Brooke sons of my Brother William 
Brooke, ffourty Shillings a peece. I appoint my wife sole Executrix. 

Witnesses, Thos. Gomersall 
William Copley 
J. Walker 


A True and p fect Inventory of all y° goods and chattells of Edmond 
Brooke of Little Gomersall in y* Parish of Burstall and in y* Deicese of 
Veorke yeamon late Deceased Apprized this third day of April 1676 by 
Richard Reyner, Richard Poole, Thomas Gomersall and William Copley as 
followeth :-— 

In the House Body. 


eh 
Imprimis his Purse and Apperell_ . : : , 5 ee 00 00 
Itm. one Range, 2 pare of briggs and Endirons_ . ’ 000 10 O 
Itm. one Driping pan 2 Spitts and one paire of Racks 
one pare of Garden Shears and pott Cilps. : : 000 13 04 
Itm. one fire shouell one poitt and a pare of ‘tongs : 000 02 06 
Item. one little pan 2 prigs 3 basting ladles one 
Stimer one pare of Choping Knives one Jacke with 
Screne other things that hangeth in the fire end : 000 I5 00 
Itm. one brass morter and pestell and one Smothing 
iron . ; 000 05 OO 


Itm. 2 brasse potts one brass pan and one posnitt . : 002 15 OO 
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Itm. one Long table and fourams . 

It. one little table 9 Chares and quishings 

It. 4 quishings that reareth on the table. 

It. 2 mapps one bible with sume other bookes 

It. 3 little Stooles and a Stone morter in the North 
parlor. : ; : 

It. one Range and Screene before itt. 

It. one Round table and a langsettle with 6 quishings 

It. 7 Settworke chares a Wandeil chare att oe 4 little 
stooles and a looking glass att 108 


in y° little Kitchin. 
It. one langsettle bed and 2 quishings att 
Tt 4 Chares att 16° a table and fouram with Carpitt 


In the South parlor. 
Imprs 2 Stand beds with beding belonging to them and 
2 foote Chists : : 
It. one Cobard with 3 quishings : : : 
It. one little Table 4s It. one Chist ‘10 It. 2 little 
Deskes 35 . 
It. one Cubbard, 2 “quishings one Cubbar Cloth with 
cartaine white plate : ; 
It. 3 Chaires : 
It. 3 paire of Samerell sheets 3 lineing sheets, 3 pillow- 
bears, 2 table Clothes and 18 napkins. 


In y° Buttrie. 
ImpS one Salting fatte att. 
It. one Glas case with white plate and classes 
It. in puter in the butrey 


in the South Chamber. 

Imp’. one Stand bed and beding belonging to it : 

It. a halfe headed bed and beding and 2 paires of 
blankits one Hilling* with 2 pillowes 

It. 2 Chists one Counter one little Chist 1 Deske one 
trunke 2 buffitts 

It. one Side sadle and Cloth Hackney sadle and billion. 


Chamber ouer Flouse. 
Imp’ one Halfe Headed bed and beding belonging to it . 
It. one meale arke and meale in itt 
It. 3 chists att 128. It. 6 beefe flitches 2 bacon flitches 
att 3li 55 od. 


2 A coverlet. 
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5 ee OE 
an the Sellor. 
In wood vessells potts and bottles. : : : . oor 06 08 
in the Corne Chamber. 

32 loads of blend cornes . : : O13 I2 ©O 
it. one Loade wheat 135 two Loads pease 138 4¢.. , COI c6 04 
Halfe load malte 68 2 stroakes and Shouvil .. : : 000 08 oO 

In the Brew house. 
ImpS one pan att 35%. item 2 Chistes) aie SS 002 00 00 
Item. Seuerall ringes att 3864. It. 2 Ciuers and a tub 
with two stooles 5§ 6a. It. 24 Sacks ate25s. a : OOI I4 00 
in the Barne. 
Impsin Hay . 004 00 OO 
It. 4 Horses and ffurniture belonging to them : : OI5 I0 OO 
It. 2 Cowes and Calfes . : 5 ; : : 008 CO OO 
lit. “4sGowes' ; : k ; : ; : : Giz 36) OO) 
Tite e2iCalfesss es ; 002 06 08 
It. 4 barcham 2 harrows one duble ‘Swinletree : 000 I0 OO 
It. 2 yoakes 38422 teames 48. It. 4 pare Hames and : 
trassesi4s” ooo II O04 
It. a Shilving Carte and Sadle a plowe one lime sted 
one wheele barrow one bearing barrow 2 Stees . : 003 00 ©O 
It. foure stone troughs and a buckett anda rope . F 000 I0 OO 
Certaine mannor in the fould . : : : 003 OO oO 
Certaine Husslement in and aboute the House : y OOl 0O oO 
It. for Corne groweing 5 days worke of wheat : O10 OO OO 
It. 133 days workes of Otes barly and pease . 020 00 OO 
It. in bill and bonds and money and plate. 3 099 12 06 
The sume is in all : Hols) AE © 


May 2, 1725. 
An Inventory of the govds and chattels of Benjamin Beamond of Batley, 
Deceased, apprized by us. 


7e GG, 
Imprimis. His purse and aparrill . : P : ‘ : 3 0 0 
Item. inthe Kichin: one clock . 3 : ORs) 20 
ten pewder dishes 12 plates | warmin pan one e pewder ¢ casem. o1 16 o 
one Range one pot one Iron pan a pair brigs fire ae tongs ONI2) oO 
fire Spik “and Racks : @ © © 
one litle table four chairs 3 stoils one Langsatle | with ‘other 
huslement : ; i : : : : : : O ©. <3 
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Item. in the house body: one Range with end Iron one pair 
tongs : @ 5 @ 
Round table two buffits two square tables one form and five 
chairs Ol ut © 
Item. in y® parlour : one e Range 2 end Irons oo) 2 © 
two Beds and beddin Ol © © 
one Long table one form 00 5 oO 
one cubbard one pewder dish with other pewder Oi i © 
six chairs with six cuishing 00 10 Oo 
one glas case with plates F Gor 2) 46 
In ye buttrey : j table j form j bed with beddin one litle foot 
chest ; Or © © 
In y® pantry: one safe 5 pewder dishes four plates one Iron 
dripin pan : 00 10 oO 
In ye Sellar: 12 Barrills one suile fat OI 10 oO 
In y® brewhouse: one Lead three tubs one stone trough one 
chest : ‘ 02 10 oO 
In the Kichin chamber: one Rang G0) 2) 70 
one bed and beddin one chest one ovill table thre chairs five 
buffits 02 10 oO 
one pair Virginals o1 one line wheel 00 10 oO 
In y® best chamber: one Rang Oo) 2 © 
two beds with beddin one ovill table 03°50 © 
two chests one safe two chairs 00 I5 Oo 
In y® other chamber: one bed with beddin two chests one 
table one saltin fat a pair Racks one brass pan with 
other Huslement . 02 0 0 
In the Croft: a parsill of Hay : Ol © © 
In y® fold: two carts two plews 3 Harrows one stand heck . 03 Io oO 
Item. three geldings one mear with y¢ furniture . Cy; 0) ©) 
two cows and 1 two calfs : F : : ; : ; O53 © O 
Item. in the Smithy: one stithy one pair Bellows with 
Smithy tools ‘ : P : ; , ‘ ; © 2 © 
one Sow and five pigs 00 17 6 
Item. in y® Barne: one fan with ye Huslement 00 6 8 


Aprized by us 
William Wormald 
Richard Firth 
Joseph Beaumont 
Squiar ffirth 
Jer: Healey 


The deceased was a blacksmith, and was interred at Batley, November 


Ist, 1723. 
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Feb ye 27h 1727. 
An Inventory of y* Goods and Chattels of Richard Wheathley 
Batley, deceased. 


S, 


His purse and Spee 

one Cobbord 

Three Tables 

7 Chares . ‘ 

3 Stools and three Buffets 

One Chern pot and posnet 

One Range Shool and Spit 
One pair of Racks and old iron 
One Frine pan . : 
Three old Seks. 3 
Three Beds and Bedding . 
Three Chests and one Coffer : 
One pair of Broad lomes and gears . 
Two old Sithes 

Two old Chests ; 

Two old pair of Stock Cards 
fourty three pound of Pewther . 
for old Baskets : 

One Harrow and Trale . 
Two forks a Hack anda Spade 
For a Little parcel of Hay 

For Maner and Straw 

For old Huselment . 

One little dun Mare . 


a) 


_ 
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NEOLONCEOOMON RON ONO Een OTOnOROsOnOnOMOmOmOnmums 
Lal 
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coal 


I2 9 Io 


Aprised by us the day and year above Written, as Witness our hands. 
Thomas Brooke Junt 
Timothy Brooke 

Richard Wheatley was buried at Batley, Feb. 1, 1727. 


Inventory of y° Goods of Fn? Marshall? priz'd y° 18% of Febr., 1710. 


B & & 
Imprimus. His purse and app” : ; : : : 02 I0 oo 
In y® House one Range pair of . . . fire poit and Tongs . 00 04 00 
Pewder case and Pewder . ; , : : : : oI 00 oo 
A Wood Clock . : : ; : : : : 00 02 ©oO 
One Long table . : : : : . : ; 00 04 00 
One Cupboard and Cush™ . : Z : ; ‘ 00 03 00 


8 Of Oxheys, Hipperholme, clothier. 
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oe 

One chist . : : : ; ; 00 04 00 
One Spit and one . paire of Racks 00 00 09 
Two Brass priggs : : 00 OL 06 
Two Brass Laddles and a paire c of Choppin axes : 00 OL oo 
One Jack and Beefe fork . : ; 00 00 04 
Two Brass pans and Iron pot . : : 00 06 00 
Six chairs and Cushs : ; : : : , 00 02 06 
Two Fouroms . : : : : : ; : : 00 00 Io 
04 19 II 

In y® Sun parlour: One Bed and peedine : : 4 3 OI 05 00 
Four Chists é ; 3 ; ; ; 00 16 00 
Five Chairs and Cushs : : : : 00 06 00 
One Desk and voyder : : 2 : 00 00 06 
One Looking Glass. ! é : : : : : 00 00 06 
Sheets and other Linnen . ; , : ; 3 ° 00 I0 oo 


Two Little Tables in yé ual and two Chaires and one 
dozen of Trenchers . 00 04 00 


In y® Shop: one paire of Loumes 2 Spinning Wheeles one 
Weigh ballance and Scales . : ‘ ‘ : 00 05 00 


In y® Sun Chamber: 2 beds and beding . : : ; Ol 00 oo 
BGhestsi a: 3 : : : : : ; : ; 00 03 oO 


In the Barn: 2 Cows . : : : : ; : 05 00 oOo 
Hay Corn and Straw . s : : : : 02 00 oo 
One Shovel one Iron fork . : : ; ‘| 
One Spade . : : : : ; : .-. 00 OL 06 
One Sledge ; 3 , : : : ; 5)) 
Cy, Cir (6) 
qincuhotalbiswe | lay ue) | eee toe 
Priz4 by us 


Joshua Brookesbanke 
Robt Marcer 
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Will of Joseph Deane of Shelf, Halifax, yeoman, dated roth February, 
1712, appoints his uncle, Henry Casson of Ovenden, and Martha, his wife, 
exccutors. Witnesses: John Hobson, Simeon Shaw, Samuel Appleyard, 
Junr. Proved 25th August, 1713. 

Will of Joshua Bentley of Hipperholme, Halifax, tanner, dated 22nd 
September, 1709, appoints Mary, his wife, sole executrix, Witnesses: 
Henry Brookesbank, Mary Bentley, Thos. Dickinson. Proved June toth, 


712. 

Will of Michael Broadhead of Carlinghow, Batley, yeoman, dated 4th 
May, 1702, appoints his son John sole executor. Witnesses: Jno. 
Wilbey, Jos. Greene. Proved 26th October, 1702. 

The testator was also a blacksmith. 

Will of Francis Brooke of Coley, Halifax, shoemaker, dated 14th 
March, 1721, appoints Sarah, his wife, and Joseph, his son, joint executors. 
Witnesses: Michael Rushworth, Junr., Benjm. Beamont, Nathan Sharpe. 


Dearth Car. 


H1s tax was first established or levied by the 13 and 14 Chas. II. 

(1662) c. 10, which enacts that from and after the 25th March, 

1662, every dwelling and other house and edifice in England 

and Wales shall be chargeable with the annual payment to the King’s 

Majesty, &c., for every fire hearth and stove within every such house, 

edifice, &c., the sum of two shillings by the year, to be paid yearly, at 

the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel and the Feast of the Annun- 
ciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary by even equal portions, 

The tax to be collected by the several petty constables, tithing- 
men, head boroughs, &c., who are to pay the sum collected to the 
high constables of the hundred, deducting twopence in the pound for 
collecting the same; the high constable to pay the same to the high 
sheriff, deducting one penny in the pound for his trouble ; the high 
sheriff to pay the amount into the Exchequer, deducting fourpence in 
the pound, threepence of which to be for his trouble, and one penny 
for the Clerk of the Peace. 

If the minister, the churchwardens, and overseers, or any two of 
them, whereof the minister to be one, certify in writing that the house 
wherein any person doth inhabit is not of greater value than twenty 
shillings per annum, and neither the person so inhabiting nor any other 
using the same messuage, hath, useth, or occupieth any lands or 
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tenements of their own or others of the yearly value of twenty shillings 
per annum, nor hath any lands, tenements, goods or chattels of the 
value of £10 in their own or in the possession of any other person in 
trust for them, to be exempt. 

This tax was repealed by the 1 William and Mary (1688), c. 10, 
on the ground that it was a great oppression to the poorer sort and a 
badge of slavery upon the whole people. 

The following lists of the inhabitants in the parish of Batley who 
paid the tax in the year 1666 are copied from those deposited under 
the Act, and now in the Public Record Office, London: 


The Hearth Tar Gill for Gatley, 


For Lady Day, 1666, 3494 Public Record Office. 


No. of No, of 
Name. Hearths. | Name. Hearths. 


2Edward Copley Esq. . he eR John Smith. : “ : 2 
Edward Whitley : Robert Conyers , : 
William Watson Jeremy Shepley 
Widow Hardcastle Elinor Birk . 
John Wilby . John Thurman 
John Armitage *Timothy Heaton. 
Widow Plumer Mr. Dighton 
William Tingle Alvered Armitage. 
Marmaduke Tingle Joseph Beamond . 
Joshua Broke Nathl. Scatcher 
Henry Crabtree Alvery Tingle 
Thomas Mowburne Joseph Oldroyd 
Joseph Dixon Henry Earnshay . 
John Wood . : : Henry Foxcroft 
William Brasstopp (Broxop ?) William Leigh 
Roger Dixon : ; Samuel Jackson 
Robert Turner Widow Hardwick 
Thomas Thompson John Beamond 
Francis Thompson Widow Hird 
William Walker . cAnthony Foxcroft 
Marmaduke Reyner Aron Oldroyd 
Edward Cooke Thomas Foxcroft . 
Widow Healey Ralph Batty 
Robert Fawcett John Chaster 
Thomas Fawcett . Joshua Shepley 
Michael Broadhead Samuel Allen 
Alvered Wilby Robert Walker 
Henry Smith || William Brooke . 
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® Batley Hall. Many of the fireplaces in the Hall must have been walled up to avoid the tax. 
> Carlinghow Hall. ¢ Purlwell Hall. 
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No. of 

Name. Hearths, Name. 
James Ianson.. 2 : I Nath. Heaton 
Michael Leigh . : 3 John Healey 
Christopher Heyhinton I Widow Leigh 
‘Nathaniel Booth . 7 Widow Dixon 
Widow Frankland I Richard Brigg 
John Brigg . I John Bowleing 
William Tomlinson 2 Richard Hadwick. 
John Giggall 2 Alvered Swinden . 
Thomas Tomlinson I Edmund Denton . 
John Brooke 2 
John Leadbeater . I 


The Hearth Tar Gill for Churwel?, 


For the Year 1666. 


No. of 

Name. Hearths. Name. 
Robert Pickering . 4 William Walker . 
William Burneley 4 Christopher Bowes 
John Crowther 2 Francis Haye 
Matthew Jefferson 2 Thomas Best 
Ralph Ianson 3 Elizab: Kitson 
Joseph Winter 2 John Watson 
Thomas Walker . I John Moore. 
Mr. Flos : 4 Wm. Langdall 
Thomas Kilburne. I George Simond 
William Ellis. I Thomas Kilburne. 
Christopher Binks I 
Anthony Watson. I 
William Warton . 2 


The Hearth Tax Will for Gildersome, 


For the Year 1666. 


No. of 
Name, Hearths. Name. 
Appleby, Marmaduke . : I | Boulton, Jeremy . 
Armitage, Widow ‘ : I | Broadhead, Gamaliel 
Atkinson, Jeremy. : - I Brogden, Elkanah 
Ball, Mark . : ; : I Bunell, William . 
Birkhead, John . - - 3 Clough, John 


8 Staincliffe Hall. 


JOHN BEAMOND, Constable. 


No. of 
Hearths. 


mt om 
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No. of 
Hearths. 
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No, of 

Name. Hearths. 
Crabtree, Thomas Z ; I 
Crowther, Jonathan 
Crowther, Joseph. 
Crowther, Richard 
Dickinson, John . 
Dickinson, William 
Dodgson, William 
Dymond, Widow. 
Ellis, Christopher 
Greathead, Joshua, Junr. 
Hardcastle, Thomas 
Leathley, Francis 
Lepton, Richard . 
Naylor, Thomas . 
Oates, Samuel 
Orrigg, George 
Rayner, John 
Rayner, John 
Rayner, William . 
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JOHN GREATHEAD, Collector. 


Name. 
Ryley, Christopher 
Rowland, Thomas : 
Smith, John, Mr., Senior 
Smith, John, Mr., Junior 
Stout, Stephen 
Scott, Joseph 
Scott, William 
Thackeray, Wm. . 
Walker, John 
Westerman, John, Senr. 
Westerman, John, Junr. 
Westerman, Thomas 
Westerman, William 
Westerman, William . 
Whitaker, Abraham 
Wilkson, Widow . 


© 
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Ee Heart} Car Gill for He Township of Morfey, 


Lady Day, 1666, 


No. of 
Name of Householder. Hearths. 
The Countess of Sussex 
(Howley Hall) . 
Edward Birtby 
Saml. Birtby 
Wm. Ellis . 
Matthew M iddlebrook . 
Abraham Hamson 
Widow Dighton . 
Albery Tingle 
Thomas Cr‘ister . 
R—— Webster 
John Avevard 
Widow Crowther. 
John Crowther 
Joseph Crowther . 
John Greathead 
John Tomlinson . 
John Clarke. 
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Name of Householder. 

William Clarke 
Joseph Greathead. 
Thomas Webster. 
John Cundell : 
John Brasebridge . 
Richard Huntington 
John Burnley 
Wm. Turner 
Thos. Thackeray 
Christopher Atkinson . 
Math. Westaby 
Stephen Tomson . 
Joseph Ellis. 
Thomas Atkinson 
Christopher Ness . 
Benjamin Wilson. 
Thomas Morley . 
John Barry . 


No. of 
Hearths. 
I 
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Name of Householder. 


Widow Clearke 
Paul Ellis . : 
Edward Asquith . 
Ralph Harris 
Peter Rawnson 
Ann Oates . 
William Revill 
Robert Hall. 
Jeremy Oates 
Judith Oates 
Timothy Richardson 
John Halliday 
Wm. Burnell 
Wm. Robuck 
Saml. Ward. 
John Ward . 

Hy. Kippax. 
Wm. Westerman. 
Joseph Armitage . 
Widow Morley 
Robert Morley 
Widow Asquith 
Thos. ffossard 
Robert Ellis. 
Thomas Pease 
George Westerman 
Robert Mathew 
Edward Asquith . 
Wm. Smirfitt . 
Abraham Blackburn 
Richard Spite 


No, of 
Hearths. 


2 
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Name of Householder. 
Henry Slack 
Edmund Harrison 
John Batley. : 
Robert Halliday . 
Richard Asquith . 
John Dobson 
Jno. Brooke. 

Rt. Ellis 

Wm. Hawley 
Wm. Asquith 
Wm. Tomlinson . 
John Asquith 
John Slack . 
John Webster 
John Garnett 
John Wood . 
Joseph Howroide . 
Josh. Simeon 
Josh. 

Wm. Gale . 
Wn. Smirfitt 
Wm. Sharpe 

— Dawson . 

— Greaves . i 
Thos. Hardcastle. 
Wm. Cundell 
Wm. Saul 

James Garnet 


Total 


JOSHUA GREATHEAD, Collector. 
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I have inserted the following extracts to show that the title, “‘ The 
Devil of Dewsbury,” did not belong to John Peables, as is generally 
supposed, but to one Richard Oldroyd, a somewhat notorious rebel of 


the period, 


1664 Reference to Lord Treasurer Southampton on the petition of 


Dee. 23. 


John Peables of Dewsbury, for a grant of the forfeitures and 


penalties which shall accrue from Constables and others in the City of 
York for concealing hearths, he having done good service in the discovery 
of the late plots in the North.— State Papers. 
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Hoos Proclamation for the apprehension of Richard Oldred of Dews- 
Whitehalt bury, and others, for traitorously attempting to embroil the 


<ingdom in plots and conspiracies.— State Papers. 


1663 Petition—John Peables of Dewsbury, W. R. of Yks—for a grant 
of His Majesty's moiety of fines, &c., on Constables and other 
inhabitants for concealment of hearth money. Prosecuted Captain Oates, 
the ringleader, and several of the traitors in the late Northern rebellion; 
also Richard Oldroyd, commonly called “the Devil of Dewsbury,” and 
other persons, all at his own charges.— State Papers. 


1664 Examination of Richard Oldroyd of Dewsbury, Yks, by Secretary 
Fuly 12- Bennet. Is a clothier, and was in Lambert's Regiment. Went 
into Lincolnsire to sell cloth with Robert Oldroyd, who was executed. 
Said nothing to Mary Thornton about the Scotchmen. Was at Gildersome 
the night of October 1, 1663, but not at Farnley Wood, &c. 

Examination of Elizabeth Oldroyd, daughter of the above (by the 
same). Lived with Mr. Margets, a rope merchant, near the Custom House, 
but left the service on account of her father's troubles. Now lives with her 
father’s sister in the Mint.—Szate Paper's. 
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(Pedigree of Be Copleps of Batley Hall, 
In the Parish of Batley, and Lords of the Manor of Batley. 


ARMS: Argent, a Cross Moline Sable. 
Motto: “fz Cruce Vineo.” 


ADAM COPLEY married Ann, daughter of Thomas Rishworth of 
Rishworth, in the Vicarage of Halifax, had issue HUGH. This Adam was 
slain at the siege of York, in the time of William the Conqueror, His 
crest was a cup, covered sable. 

HuGH COPLEY married Margaret, daughter of Richard Liversedge, 
and had issue RAFE, Richard (died young), and Adam, Vicar of Halifax. 

RAFE Cop.ey of Copley married Jane, daughter of John Stansfield 
of Stansfield, and had issue THOMAS. 

THoMAS COPLEY of Copley married Margaret, daughter of Hugh 
Eland, and had issue ADAM and Robert. : 

ADAM COPLEY of Copley married Ann, daughter of John Leven- 
thorp of Leventhorp, in Bradford Dale, and had issue THOMAS. 

THOMAS COPLEY of Copley married Winifred, daughter of Robert 
Mirfield, and had issue HUGH, and Rafe, who was Page to the King, and 
married Mary, daughter and co-heiress of Richard Walsingham of Suffolk, 
Knt., by whom he had issue two sons, John, and Robert surnamed Gross- 
head, Bishop of Lincoln temp. Henry III. 

HuGuH Cop.ety of Copley married ...... , daughter of Sir William 
Cromwelbotham, Knt., and had issue Thomas and RAFE. Thomas married 


COPLEY. MIRFIELD. 


SAVILE. ELAND. 
DIGHTON. FOXCROFT. 


R White, Litho. inter. Worksop 
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ken oe , daughter of ..... ., and had issue Ellin, his sole daughter and 
heiress. She married Henry Savile, and in whose right he was seized of 
the Lordship of Copley. 


RAFE Copley, the second son, married Ellin, daughter of ..... 
Rooks of Rooks Hall, and had issue Rafe and John, both of whom died 
without issue. He married, secondly,...... , daughter of Adam Batley 
of Batley, and had issue ADAM? 

ADAM DE BATLEY, DE COPLEY, DE OXENHOPE, married Marjory, 
daughter and heiress of . . . . Oxenhope of Bradford Dale, and had issue 

JOHN DE COPLEY, mentioned in ancient deeds and in a document 
registered at York in the year 1391 ; 

William Copley, married Alice, daughter of...... He held office under 
the Prior and Convent of Bolton. His wife died in 1397. 

Adam de Copley founded the Chantry of our Lady in Batley Church, the Charter 
bearing date 8th June, 1334. After his death, the advowson of the Chantry became the 
property of the Prior and Convent of Bolton, in whose possession it remained until the 
dissolution of the monasteries. The Oxenhope estate which Adam acquired by his wife 
remained in the possession of the family until the early part of the present century, when 
it was sold by the second Earl of Wilton. 


JOHN COPLEY, married Margaret, daughter of Sir John Hutton, Knt., 
and had issue 
Sir RICHARD COPLEY, Knt. 


Sir RICHARD COPLEY, Knt., succeeded his father at Batley Hall, and 
marricd, firstly, Margaret, daughter of Sir Richard Denton, Knt., and had 
issue 

LIONELL. 

‘Sir Richard married, secondly, Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Sir John 
Harrington, Knt., of Doncaster, This lady founded, in 1465, the oratory or private 
chapel in Batley Hall, and had issue 

William, of the Middle Temple, founder of the family of Copleys of Don- 
caster. Married, firstly, Margaret, daughter and co-heiress of John St. 
Loe, of Gunersby, co. Linc ; secondly, Margaret, daughter of Sir 
William Rither ; 
Thomas ; 
Oliver ; 
_ _ Roger. 
ne Sir Richard died at London in 1434, and was buried in the Church of the Carmelite 
riars. 

LYONEL COPLEY, armiger, eldest son and heir of Sir Richard, 
succeeded his father at Batley Hall. He married Jane, daughter of 
Thomas Thwaites of Lofthouse, and had issue 

JOHN, his heir ; 
Henry, died in 1511; 
Richard ; 
Sibill, married to Henry Savile of Copley. 
; _ Lyonel Copley died in 1508, and was interred in the Churchyard, Batley. Adminis- 
tration was granted on the 26th May, 1508, to his sons Henry and Richard, and he was 
succeeded by his son and heir, 


*« The pedigree so far is copied from a MS. pedigree at Heaton Park, Manchester. 
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JOHN CopLey of Batley Hall, armig., married Agnes, daughter of Sir 
Geoffrey Pigot of Clotherham, co. York, Knt., and had issue 
JOHN, his heir ; 
William, married Dorothy, daughter and co-heiress of Sir William Fitzwilliam 
of Sprotborough, and was the founder of the Copleys of Sprotborough ; 
Anne ; 
Joan ; 
Isabell ; 
Elizabeth. 
John Copley died in 1509, and was interred by the side of his father and mother in 
the Churchyard, Batley. His will was proved 28th January, 1509. He was succeeded by 


JOHN CopLey of Batley Hall, Esq., son and heir, married Margaret, 
daughter of Sir Brian Stapleton of Wighill, co. York, Knt., and had issue 
ALVEREY, his heir ; 
Thomas, Vicar of Batley ; 
Henry ; 
Elizabeth ; , 
Agnes, married John Dighton of Wodersome (Staincliffe), Batley ; 
lice; 
Beatrix. : 
John Copley married, secondly, ..... , daughter of ..... Nevile of Liversedge. 
John Copley died April 7th, 1543, and was buried before the altar in the “quere of 
our Ladie” in Batley Church. His will was proved April 17th, 1543, and he was suc- 
ceeded by his son, 


ALVEREY Coptey of Batley Hall, Esq., married, firstly, Jane, daughter 
of Richard Beaumont of Whitley Beaumont, Esq., and had issue 
EDWARD, his heir ; 
Alverey, died during his father’s lifetime, leaving issue Robert, mentioned in 
his grandfather's will ; 
Gertrude, buried June 11th, 1560 ; 
Katherine, married November 22nd, 1573, to Sheffield Savile,* Esq. 
Alverey Copley married, secondly, January 19th, 1553, Grace, daughter of Bryan 
Bradforthe of Stanley, Esq., and had issue 
Dorothy, married to Lionel Rowlstone, Esq. ; 
Robert, baptized November 7th, 1561 (died young) ; 
Isabel, baptized October 1st, 1563; married, firstly, Sir Robert Savile of 
Howley Hall, Knt.; secondly, January 21st, 1589, Joseph Pennington 
of Muncaster, co. Cumberland, Esq. 
Alverey Copley died in 1597. His will was proved January 17th, 1598, and he was 
succeeded by his son, 
Epwarpb CopLey of Batley Hall, Esq., married Dorothy, daughter of 
Sir William Mallory of Studley, co. York, and had issue 
ALVEREY, his heir ; 
William, buried May 18th, 1635 ; 
John, died January, 1637 ; 
Trothe ; 
Grace, buried October 15th, 1621 ; 
Jane ; 
Elizabeth ; 
Ursula. 


® The name in the Batley Register is Edward, and in Alverey Copley’s will, Sheffield. 
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Edward Copley died in 1616, and administration was granted to his son Alverey on 
he 12th April, in the same year. Dorothie, his widow, was interred at Batley, May 6th, 
1624, 

ALVEREY COPLEY, Esq., succeeded his father at the Hall, and in 1616 
married Elizabeth, daughter of John Lord Savile of Howley, and had issue 

JOHN, his heir, baptized October 22nd, 1618 ; 

Edward, baptized November 7th, 1622 ; 

Savile, baptized December 22nd, 1623 ; 

Elizabeth, baptized September 7th, 1617 ; buried May 28th, 1626 ; 

Miriam, baptized January 2oth, 1630 ; married to — Lasonby, Esq. : 

Alverey Copley died in 1631, and administration was granted to Elizabeth, his 
widow, November 5th, 1632. He was succeeded by his son and heir, 


JOHN Cop.ery of Batley Hall, Esq., who married, April 20th, 1642, 
Sarah, daughter of Brian Cooke of Wheatley, Doncaster, Esq., who gave 
her £2,000 on her marriage. John Copley died from wounds received 
while fighting for the King, and was buried in Batley Church, August roth, 
1643. His will was written by his friends after his death and admitted to 
probate. His widow retired to Carlinghow Hall, which his father had 
purchased of William Eland, and afterwards married .... Nevile of 
Lincolnshire. Leaving no issue, he was succeeded by his next brother, 


EDWARD CopLey of Batley Hall, Esq.. who married Susannah, 
daughter of William Butterworth of Bellfield, co. Lancaster. She was 
buried in Batley Church, March 28th, 1654, leaving one daughter, married 
to Dr. Neal of Doncaster. He married, secondly, Beatrix, daughter of 
Adam Hulton of Hulton, Lanc., and by her had issue 

EDWARD, his heir, born February 3rd, 1665 ; 

John, baptized February 28th, 1667 ; 

Brudenell, baptized January 28th, 1672 ; 

William ; 

Elizabeth, baptized October 18th, 1660 ; married to the Rev. Mr. Harbin ; 
Catherine, baptized April roth, 1662 ; died unmarried ; 

Jane, baptized March 24th, 1663 ; died unmarried ; 

Edward Copley was buried in Batley Church, November 3rd, 1676. His will was 
proved February 27th, 1678. 

The Copleys were staunch Loyalists, true to their King and country, Edward 
suffered severely at the hands of the Commonwealth. Being heavily fined, his estate 
was much impoverished, and he died comparatively poor. (See extracts from the State 
Papers at the end of this pedigree.) 


EDWARD COPLEY, Esq., succeeded his father at Batley Hall; married 
Judith, daughter of Mr. Joseph Finch. She was buried in Batley Church, 
December 24th, 1701. Edward left the Hall and resided at Howley, 
where he died, and on the 28th May, 1716, was buried in Batley Church, 
He was the last of the Copleys at the Hall, and, leaving no issue, was 
succeeded by his brother, the 


Rev. JOHN COpPLey, Rector of Thornhill, married Ellen, daughter of 
James Diggles of Manchester, Esg., and had issue 
Edward, mentioned in his uncle Edward’s will ; he died before his father ; 
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JOHN, born after his uncle Edward's death; he became heir to the 


Batley estate ; 
James, died young ; 
Jane, died young ; 
Elenor ; 
Katherine ; 
Beatrix. , 

The Rey. John Copley died July 15th, 1732, and was interred in the Vestry of the 
Parish Church, Thornhill. His will is dated 17th May, 1732. His wife survived him, 
and died June 17th, 1760, ayed 74. 

JOHN COPLEY inherited the Batley estate, and resided with his mother 
and sisters at Wakefield. He died in 1746, leaving no issue. Administra- 
tion was granted to his sister Katherine, who with Elenor and Beatrix 
became his co-heirs, 

ELENOR COPLEY married, firstly, Henry Hulton of Hulton Park, 
Lanc., Esq.; secondly, Sir Ralph Assheton of Middleton, co. Lanc., Bart., 
by whom she had two daughters, Mary and Eleanor. 

Mary married Sir Harbord Harbord, Bart., created Baron Suffield in 1786. 

Eleanor married (September 11th, 1769) her cousin, Sir Thomas Grey 
Egerton of Heaton Park, Manchester, Bart., created Baron Grey de 
Wilton 1784, Viscount Grey de Wilton and Earl of Wilton of Wilton 
Castle, co. Hereford, 1801, with remainder to the second and younger 
sons of his daughter Eleanor, his only surviving child. The Earl died 
September 23rd, 1814. Eleanor married Lord Belgrave, afterwards 
Marquis of Westminster, and had issue Richard, second Marquis, and 
Thomas (born December 30th, 1799), who succeeded his grandfather as 
second Earl of Wilton. Thomas assumed (November 27th, 1821) the 
arms and name of Egerton, and inherited the Batley estate. He died 
March 7th, 1882. 


KATHERINE COPLEY, the second daughter, married Sir Thomas Grey 
Egerton, Bart, and had issue Sir Thomas, created Earl of Wilton, who 
married his cousin, Eleanor, daughter of Sir Ralph Assheton. 


BEATRIX, the third daughter, married Samuel Egerton of Tatton, co. 
Chester, Esq., ancestor of the present Lord Egerton of Tatton, She left 
no issue, and the Earl of Wilton is the direct representative of the Copleys 
of Batley. 


Extracts from the State Papers (Domestic Series) relating to the Copleys 
of Bailey. 


é Cong Edward Copley to Sir George Savile. Fears surprise as many passed 
eh. through Leeds on horseback last night, and forty more from Holbeck, 

Hunslet, &c.; 300 are in Farnley Woods, three miles from Leeds. They 
intend to take Skipton Castle. Captain Oates of Morley, is thought to be with them. 
They are very numerous. There are 300 or 400 in Halifax, and some going for Chester. 
They would have fallen on Sir Richard Tankard had he stayed. 


Proceedings of Committee for Advance of Money. 


sige ,, Edward Copley, Batley, co. of York. Delinquent administrator of John 
tamer’ Copley. His attorney, suing Mary, widow of Henry Foxcroft, for a debt of £30, 
due to him as administrator to John Copley, who died in arms against Parliament. 
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Order that the Attorney appear before the Committee, and, take notice, that the debt is 
sequestered in the hands of Mrs. Foxcroft, Edward Copley not having compounded 
for it. 
oct. ,, Wapentake of Morley. Names of Knights, Esquires, and Gentlemen, and 
“tober their number of household servants promised to serve the King his Grace in 
BREXC aise ere and at the leading of Thomas, Lord Darcy, or his Deputy as he appoints, 
upon an hours warning. Hen. Savile, miles, Sir Robert Nevile, 24 ; John Copley, Wm. 
Calverley, Sir Christopher Danby, John Lacy, Wm. Legh, Wm. Gascoigne, Ralph 
Beeston, Peter Mirfield, Robert Eland, Richard Jenkynson of Birstall, generally two or 
three each. 


3542, Information that Edward Copley was in Pontefract Castle in arms against 
roth Icb. . = ms ws 2 2 

‘ Parliament 24th February. County Commissioners to examine witnesses and 
secure his estate in case of delinquency. 


a July: The estate to be kept from embezzlement, and he to have leave to cross- 
4} examine witnesses. 


xo _ Edward Copley of Batley, who now holds an estate that belonged to John, 
3st Jul¥- to appear and pay his proportion on the Yorkshire Engagement. 


bak pe Summoned to show cause for non-payment of £100 on the Yorkshire 
ta Engagement. 


fen Pine, Edward Copley petitions for dismissal from further trouble about the York- 
26th June. chire Engagement, being summoned to show cause why he should not pay the 
#100 pretended to be set on his late brother; but the subscriber to the Yorkshire 
Engagement was not John Copley of Batley, but John Copley of Doncaster. With 
note of order that he be discharged, unless the Yorkshire Gentlemen show cause to the 
contrary in a month. 


Committee for Compounding. Edward Copley, Batley, co. York, Brother 
and Fleir of Fohn Copley. 


cacti Begs to compound for delinquency in being Captain of a troop of horse under 
45" the Earl of Newcastle from January to 27th July, 1644. 
ee Fine at one-tenth, £320. 


1649. The inhabitants of Batley complain that their Vicarage is not worth 20 marks 
a year. Roger Audsley, their minister, an able, well-affected man, notwith- 
standing his small allowance, is unwilling to leave them. 
Leg that Edward Copley, a delinquent, about to compound, may settle his Rectory,’ 
worth £40 a year, on their minister. 


ath March, After paying his first moiety, Edward Copley begs to compound for fresh 

*65 ~~ delinquency in going to Pontefract Castle, where however he did not take up 
arms. Is yet unsequestered, and begs allowance of debts and charges on his estate. 
Has not paid the second half of his fine for his first delinquency. 


21st January, Second fine at one-eighth, £600, to be abated £400 if he settles £40 a year on 
+3! the minister of Batley.» 


aist Nov. Complains that though his first fine is fully paid, the sequestration for non- 
payment of the second half has never been discharged. Begs acceptance of 
that and a moderate fine for his second, delinquency. 


23rd Nov. Order for his discharge. 


zist Nov., Complains that, notwithstanding he has paid his full fine, the County 
1652, . ‘ r % 
Committee demand £30, the half-year’s rent, pretended to be due March, 
1651, on the demise of his estate to Captain Swayne, 


zist Jan. Referred to the County Committee. 


a He was owner of the Rectorial tithes, 
» He does not appear to have settled anything on the living 
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Pedigree of he Elands of Carfinghow Hall, Gatley. 
ARMS: Gules, two Bars between six Martlets, ar. 3, 2, and 1. 


Sir JOHN ELAND of Eland, Knt., son and heir of Sir Hugh Eland, 
Knt., by Joan, daughter and co-heir of Sir Richard Tankersley, Knt., 
married, firstly, Alice, daughter of Sir Robert Latham; secondly, Anne, 
daughter of. . . Reygate; and thirdly, Oliva or Alice, daughter of... .. 
By his third wife he had issue ROBERT and James. The latter died young. 

Sir John was Knight of the Shire for Yorkshire, 14 and 15 Edward III. (1350). 
Sir John acquired the Carlinghow estate from the “ Karlinghowe” family. He conveyed 
it, with other property, to his son, 

ROBERT ELAND, who resided there, and married Alice, daughter of 
Mr. Fitz-Eustace, and had issue THOMAS. 


THOMAS ELAND, armiger, son and heir of Robert Eland, married 
Mary, daughter of . . . . Gascoigne, and had issue 
ROBERT, son and heir ; 
Thomas, married and had issue Nicholas and Robert. 
Thomas Eland died in 1443, his will being proved 17th May, t44g. He was 
succeeded by his son, 
ROBERT ELAND, armiger (living in 1460), married Millescent, daughter 
of .... Beeston, and had issue 
ROBERT. 


ROBERT ELAND succeeded his father at Carlinghow, and married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William Mirfield, of Howley, Knt. He died 
in 1521, and was buried at Wakefield. His will was proved on the 17th 
January, in the same year. His widow married for her second husband 
John Jenkynson, and died in 1535, administration being granted to her 
husband. Robert Eland leaving no issue, the estate passed to 


NICHOLAS ELAND, eldest son of Thomas Eland, and grandson of 
Thomas, son of Robert, who first settled at Carlinghow. He died s.f., and 
was succeeded by his next brother, 


ROBERT ELAND, who married Joan, daughter of Robert Holme of 
Beverley (she diced and was buried at Batley, August 17th, 1564), and had 
issue 

ROBERT, son and heir; 

John ; 

Richard ; 

Agnes, married to Thomas Hulton of Brafton, co. Lincoln ; 
Katherine, married to Peter Markham ; 


Kobert Eland died and was buried at Batley, 1oth April, 1569, and was succeeded 
by his son and heir, 


ies 


Wm 
MOUSTUTIR 
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ROBERT ELAND, who married Agnes, daughter of Thomas Nevile of 
Masham, a younger son of the house of Raby (by Jane his wife, sister-in- 
law of Henry Batte of Okewell), and had issue 

MARMADUKE, son and heir ; 

John ; 

Thomas ; 

Elizabeth, married to Thomas Norcliffe, an ancestor of the Norcliffes of 
Langton ; 

Jane ; 

Alice ; 

Cicelie ; 

Maude ; 

Grace, married Robert Sandwith, 

Robert Eland died and was buried in the Church at Batley, October 18th, 1590, 
his will being proved December, 1590. His mother-in-law, Jane Nevile, who appears 
to have been connected with the Danbys, died at the Hall, and was buried in the “hyhe 
queare” at Batley. Her will is dated 15th December, 156s. 

MARMADUKE ELAND, son and heir, succeeded his father, and married 
Cecily, daughter of Mr. Butler of Hertfordshire, and had issue 

WILLIAM, son and heir; 

Gyles ; 

Francis ; 

Marmaduke ; 

Agnes, married to. . . . Wilsbe of Spalding ; 

Margrete, married to William Cooke of Askerne ; 

Isabel, married to Benjamin Washington. She was buried at Batley, Sept. 
oth, 1657 ; 

Margery, married to Leonard Haddesley ; 

Elizabeth, married to Richard Curlewe. 


WILLIAM ELAND, son and heir, succeeded his father. He died un- 
married, and was buried at Batley, November 25th, 1625. A short time 
before his death he sold the Carlinghow estate to Alverey Copley of 
Batley Hall. The family left the parish, the name of Eland not appearing 
again in the Batley Registers. 


Dediqree of the Mirfields of Howley Hall. 
ARMS: Vert, two Lions passant guardant, Argent. 


Sir JOHN MIRFIELD married Isabel, half sister to Robert Eland of 
Carlinghow. She died in 1441, administration being granted to her 
husband. Sir John Mirfield was buried in Batley Church, where, last 
century, was to be seen a stone slab with the mutilated inscription — 


“Dic jacet D* Fobhes Airfield Apiles.” They had issue 


35 
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WILLIAM, son and heir ; 
Alice. 
WILLIAM MIRFIELD, married ...., daughter of ...... and had 
issue 
John, died in 1446, during his father’s lifetime ; 
OLIVER, son and heir; 
Robert, married Margaret de Tong, daughter and heiress of Hugh de Tong, 
whose will was proved 2oth April, 1447. 
OLIVER MIRFIELD married Isabel-Eland, and had issue 
WILLIAM, son and heir ; 
Jane, married Sir John Wentworth of North Elmsall, and had issue John, 
who sold the wardship of his eldest son, Thomas, to his father. 

Oliver was interred in Batley Church, his will being proved January 7th, 1462. 
His widow survived him, and married, secondly, Sir John Aysheton. She died in 1488, 
and was buried in Wakefield Church, administration being granted 22nd November, 
1488, to William Mirfield de Howley de par. de Batelay, armiger, and Thomas Went- 
worth de Elmsall par. de Kirkby. 

Sir WILLIAM MIRFIELD of Howley, Knt., succeeded his father, and 
marricd Anne, daughter of Sir Richard Fitzwilliam of Aldwark, Knt., and 
had issue 

WILLIAM, son and heir ; : 
Elizabeth, married, firstly, Robert Eland; secondly, John Jenkynson. 
; Administration was granted to her husband 30th March, 1535. 

Sir William founded the Chantry of St. Anne in Batley Church, and died in 1508, 
He will being proved August 17th, in the same year. He was succeeded by his son and 

eir, 

WILLIAM MIRFIELD, married Katherine, daughter of Sir James 
Harrington. He died in 1520, and his will was proved 19th December, in 
the same year. He having left no issue, the Mirfields of Howley became 
extinct, and the estates passed to THOMAS WENTWORTH of North 
Elmsall, the next heir, and great-grandson of Oliver Mirfield. 

Dame Katherine Mirfield married, secondly, Sir John Borowe, and resided at 
Howley Hall, where she died in 1546, aged 78, and was buried in Batley Church. Her 
will was proved on the 28th February, in the same year. 


I believe all the Mirfields of Howley, and their wives, except the wife of Oliver 
Mirfield, are interred in Batley Church. 


Pedigree of Be Saviles of Howley, 
In the Parish of Batley. 


ARMS: Ar. on a bend sable, three Owls of the field. MOTTO: “ Be Fast.” 


Sir HENRY SAVILE, K.B., of Thornhill, in the co. of York, married 
Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of Thomas Soothill of Soothill, in the 
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parish of Dewsbury. By this marriage the Soothill estate was added to 
the already extensive estates of the Savile family in Yorkshire. The only 
issue was EDWARD, a youth of weak intellect, who married, was divorced, 
and died s. ~.; and Dorothy, married to John Kaye of Woodsome. Sir 
Henry had by Margaret Barkeston (his wife’s maid) one son, ROBERT, who 
took the name of Savile, and received the honour of knighthood. 
Sir ROBERT SAVILE, married, firstly, Anne, sister of John Lord 
Hussey, and widow of Sir Richard Thimelby, co. Lincoln, and had issue 
JOHN, son and heir; 
Shefiield. 
Sir Robert married for his second wife Isabel, daughter of Alverey 
Copley of Batley Hall, and had issue 
Grace (mentioned in her Grandfather Copley’s will), married Francis Bracken- 
bury, Sellaby. 
Sir Robert was buried in Batley Church, June 2nd, 1585. Isabel survived her 
husband, and married at Batley, January 21st, 1589, Joseph Pennington of Muncaster, co. 
Cumberland. Sir Robert’s will was proved at York, 9th June, 1585, by his son John, 


es Copley having renounced. Neither the will nor a copy of it is to be found at 
or 


Sir JOHN SAVILE succeeded his father, and married, firstly, Catherine, 
daughter of Lord Willoughby, who died s.7.; secondly, Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir Edward Carey, Knt., by whom he had issue 

Henry, who married at Batley Church, July 18th, 1605, Ellingor, daughter 
and heiress of William Oglethorpe of Roundhay, Leeds, and had issue 
jobs, who died before his grandfather.. Henry died during his father’s 
ifetime. 

Edward, died in 1603 ; his widow married — Vavasour, of Weston ; 

THOMAS, who succeeded his father ; 

Robert, died unmarried ; 

Edmond, died unmarried ; 

Catherine, married, firstly, Sir Thomas Bland of Kippax Park, Knt. ; and 
secondly, Walter Welsh, Esq. ; 

Anne, married Piers Leigh, Esq. 

Elizabeth, married Alverey Copley of Batley Hall, Esq. ; 

Frances, married the Rev. Thomas Bradley, D.D., Rector of Castleford and 
Ackworth. [Thoresby says: “She made a vow that no Englishman 
should ever see her face, and wore a veil night and day till within six 
weeks of her death.”] 

Sir John was created Baron Savile of Pontefract in 1628, and died on the 3oth 
August, 1630. He was interred in St. Anne’s Chapel, Batley Church, on the 14th 
September following, and was succeeded by his eldest surviving son, 


THOMAS, created Viscount Savile in 1628, and Earl of Sussex in 1644. 
He married, firstly, Frances, daughter of Sir Michacl Sondes of Throwley, 
Knt., and widow of Sir John Leveson; she died s.f. Secondly, Lady 
Anne Villiers, daughter of the Earl of Anglesey, and by her had issue 
JAMES, son and heir ; 
FRANCES, married Lord Brudenell, son and heir of the Earl of 
Cardigan. 
The Earl died in London, and was probably interred there. His will, which was 
proved in London, is dated November 3rd, 1657. The Countess survived her husband. 
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JAMES, second Earl of Sussex succeeded his father at Howley, and 
married Anne, daughter of Richard Warke, a merchant of Antwerp, and 
had issue 

A danghter died in infancy, and was buried in Batley Church, June 21st, 
1007 ; 

JAMES, son and heir, died before his father, and was buried in 
Batley Church, July 16th, 1671. 

The Earl was buried in the Church, October 11th, 1671, and leaving no issue, the 
titles became extinct, and the estates passed to his sister Frances, wife of Lord Brudenell. 


Extracts from the State Papers (Domestic Series) relating to the Saviles of 
Howley. 

Certificate of the musters, horse and foot, at the Heath and Halifax, 18th September, 
1595, from the Wapentakes of Agbridge and Morley, by Sir George Savile, John Savile 
of Hooley (Howley), Robert Bradford, Ralph Beeston, Robert Kaye, Alverey Copley, 
and Henry Farrer. Total: 133 corslets, 133 calivers, 67 archers, 67 bills, and 29 light 
horse—total, 400.—State Papers. 


7637. The late Lord Savile by his will gave his daughter, Mrs. Lee, an interest in a 

2 forge and certain woods, of which Field was the tenant. Lord Savile died 30th 
August, 1630, when the present Lord strove to get possession of the forge, and, in order 
to do so, endeavoured to force Field to release. Various riots ensued, which were the 
cause of the present suits. [The result does not appear.] 


#638. Statement of account by Jno. Cookshut for drawing pleadings for his Majesty. 
Amongst the suits is one against Viscount Savile for enforcing Field to have 
sealed a deed by setting a stiletto to his breast. 


Pains Mr. Gascoigne of Barnborough compounded as a Recusant for his estate with 
Werworh Lord Savile for £100 per year, and his estate was said to be worth £1,000 
Woodhouse, per year. 

_16st. Thomas Bradley® to his cousin, Matthew Bradley.—“I was last Saturday at 
Caaiecg, Howley (Howley Hall), when my Lord General dined with Lord Savile. 1 

met Mr. Brighouse, who told me ill-news of the visitation about Halifax, and 
amongst the rest, at your brother’s house. 1 pray God release them. I have made bold 
to write this much to you by Captain Bradshaw, only to put you in mind of some moneys 
due to our townships of Castleford and Houghton for cart-horses and carters belonging 
to the artillery train, of which I gave you a note signed by John Thurston, the quarter- 
master, with the rest that kept the horses. Our proportion was twelve horses and four 
keepers ; and my suit is you would keep that money till 1 demand it.” 

Indorsed, * Master, after the sealing and delivery hereof, we drank your health.” 
(Seal, with arms.) 


*642. Viscount Savile appears in a list of Lords, &c., who are ready to contribute 

J ina voluntary subscription to pay for horses for three months at 2s. 6d. per 

diem, to assist His Majesty in defence of his Royal person, the Protestant religion, &c. 
The Viscount Savile undertakes to pay for 50 horses. 

1641.—Dec, Viscount Savile succeeds Sir Henry Vane as Treasurer of the Household. He 

os has very ill-luck to be neither loved nor pitied of any man. 
7642, Letter of Viscount Savile to Lady Temple.—He is forbid to sit in the House 
of Commons. \ 
Poeun To the Countess of Sussex.—The late Earl, her husband, having bought 
vest t several valuable pictures from Somerset House, belonging to the late King, 


& Married Lord Savile's sister Frances, and was Rector of Castleford and Ackworth. 
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protesting that he did so in order to restore them when His Majesty was in peaceful 
possession of his kingdoms, which pictures are at her house of Howley, sends her the 
enclosed proclamation, which she will perceive that their restoration is ordered. 


1642, Lord Savile to Lady Temple.*—* Since I writt first unto you, Mr. Hotham 

“(when I little expected such a command) by a command form y* parliam', as 

he saith, hath seased on my howse and all I have, to the Valew of som 1,300./. in money 

and goodes, and yet threatens to deface the Carcase of Howley. Whether I have 

pares this usage God will determine one day, and how just it is the Aughters will 
eele.” 


In 1643. Information against the Lord Viscount Savile was laid before the King 

charging him with disloyalty to His Majesty, when his person or property 

was in danger from the Parliamentarians, he, by indirect promises as to what he might 

do, secured their favour and protection, and throughout the whole of the Civil War his 
sole object was to advance his own interest and secure his own safety at any cost. 


On the 17th January, 1642, one Elizabeth Cade of Woodchurch, gave informa- 
tion that “ Last night about twylight 250 foot and horse came to Howley, Lord Savile’s 
house, and that William Birkby and Michael Middleborow, my Lord’s chief servants, 
did entertain them, and the principal men that came with them were three of the Great- 
heades, and they that went to fetch them were Richard Burnely, William Sparlinge, and 
Richard Scott, all being my Lord Savile’s tennants; and Nicholas Greathead said to one 
Rose, an old servant to the howse, that my Lord was now turned to their side.” 
£ It was also charged against Lord Savile that he bribed Mr. Hotham by giving bim 

200. 

Lord Savile was imprisoned in Newark Castle, and on the 13th May, 1643, the King 
ordered the Governor to convey him to his presence. 

In his answer to the charges his Lordship said that he had £10,000 worth of plate, 
jewels, and goods in his house at Howley, and he asked the Earl of Newcastle for a 
guard of thirty musquetiers to secure the house, which was granted. ‘The valuables 
were afterwards removed by General Goring to York. 

In 1646 he petitioned the Committee for Compositions to admit him to composition 
for his estate, which had long been sequestered, He declared that all his personal 
estate, goods, and household stuffe, amounting to great value, had been seized and sold, 
and his house at Howley demolished and himself imprisoned twenty-six weeks in 
Newark Castle, and afterwards sent to Oxford and there imprisoned by His Majesty; and 
since his voluntary coming into the Parliament, committed to the Tower, where he hath 
been a prisoner many months, and is now suffering from the incurable disease of stone 
in the bladder, in imminent danger of death. And being exceedingly desirous to leave 
his poor estate unencumbered by this sequestration, he prayeth he may be admitted to 
composition. 

Lord Savile took the oath of the National Covenant before the Committee of the 
Great Seal, and before Samuel Gibson, Minister of Margaretts, Westminster, the 25th 
April, 1646. 

He compounded upon a statement delivered under his hand, and submitted to such 
fine, &c., and by which it appeared— 

That his Lop# is seized of a franckten* for life in possession, the remainder to his first sonne 
in taile... &c., of and in the manno™ of Howley, lyinge and beinge in the county of Yorke, and 
of divers demeasnes, lands, and tejits in Howley and Woolchurch, and of the rectory of Morley 
and of other lands and tefits lyinge in East and West Ardislawe, and of the mannot and lands 
in Clynt, and of other lands and teiits in Christall, Hedingly, Burley, Haighall, Lowe Cutles, 
and of the mannot and lands of Morley, and the manno® and lands of Stapleton, all perticularly 
mentioned in the perticuler given in of his Lo estate and doe amount togither in the whole 
unto 1,674/. os. 2d., for which his fine at a third comeinge in before the first of December is 
58,3701. os. tod. 


a Her maiden name was Leveson. 
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That heretofore his Lo? purchased from St William Savile, of Castle barre, knight, the 
mannot and lo?¢ of Darrington, in the said countye, and divers lands and tenements to the same, 
belongeinge, lyinge, and beinge in the townes and feilds of Darrington, Wentbriggs, and Smeaton, 
of the yeerely value before theis troubles zoo/. That for securinge of 4,r60/. the purchase 
money, he hath by his deed indented of the 21 Februarii, 17 Caroli, graunted, bargained, sold, 
and demised unto the said St William Savile all the said lands to hold for gg yeeres under _ 
a pepper corne rent reserved, upon condicon that upon paym* of the said 4,160/. upon the first 
day of May after date of the said deed, then the same to be void, which money he hath not paid 
at the day, but hath paid 2,400/., or thereabouts thereof, and is truely oweinge about 1,700l., the 
residue of the purchase money, soe that he hath onely the reveréon of this after 99 yeeres and a 
right in equity to avoid this tearme upon paym'+ of the money behinde, and is left to con- 
sideracon. 

His Lordship craves to be allowed an annuitye of 200l., which by his deed indented, dated 
the 17% of Aprill, 16 Caroli, he graunted unto Robert Hytch and John Bradly, as feoffees in 
trust for the use of his Lordship’s sister, Mt Frances Bradly, wife of Mt Thomas Bradly, to hold 
duringe the tearme of his Lo?? Life, and was graunted in consideration of a 1,000/. that was her 
portion given by her father and in his Lo?? hands; it is issueinge out of his manno* and lands of 
Morely, as by the deed thereof, which wee have perused, and doe thereupon finde the same to be 
settled accordingly, and for which he is to be allowed 5oo!. 

Alsoe he prayes an allowance of another annuitye of gol. graunted unto Edmund Savile, his 
brother, by the last will and testam! of his father, as by the same will, dated the 23*® of August, 
1630, doth appeare, which wee have perused and doe finde the same to be soe, and for which he 
is to be allowed rool. 

Alsoe he prayes an allowance of 40o0l. with which his said lands are further chardged by his 
father’s will to be paid unto M** Anne Leigh, his sole executrix, towards the paym* of his debts, 
ware doth alsoe appeare to be soe upon perusall of the will, and for which he is to be allowed 
rool. 

His Lo? deposed that the grauntees of the said annuityes are liveinge, and that the same 
annuityes doe nowe contynue payable, and that the said some of 1,700]. or thereabouts is 
remayneinge due and yet unpaid unto Sir William Savile, and that he is still oweinge and 
indebted unto the said M** Ann Leigh the said somme of 4ool. 

Jero™ Alexander D. Watkins. 
Fine 8,000!. 

Note.—The fine was subsequently reduced to £4,000.—State Papers and Cam. Soc., by F. 

F. Cartwright, M.A. 


Pediqree of he Diqhtons of Woodsome (Staincliffe), Batley. 


ARMS: Argent a lion statant between three crosses patée fitchée Gules. 
CREST : Ox a ducal coronet Or, a hawk close Argent beaked proper. 


JoHN DIGHTON of Woodsome married Ellen, daughter of John 
Soothill of Soothill Hall, in the parish of Dewsbury. He had issue 

JouN, son and heir, married in or about 1526, Isabel, daughter of 
Robert Savile of Shibden Hall, in the parish of Halifax, and had issue 

JOHN, son and heir, married Agnes, daughter of John Copley of 
Batley Hall. She is mentioned in her father’s will, which was proved 
April 17th, 1543. There was no issue of this marriage. John married 
for his second wife Elizabeth, widow of — Kay of Woodsome, near 
Huddersfield. He died 1604, having had issue 

JOHN, son and heir ; 
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Effra, married William Webberton, haberdasher, London, and had issue 
Judith, Agnes, and William. 
JOHN, married Margaret, daughter and heiress of John Bee of Carleton, 
co. Linc, and had issue 
JOHN, son and heir ; 
William ; 
Joshua ; 
Alverey ; 
Deborah ; 
Margaret. 
John died during his father’s lifetime, and his son and heir, 


JOHN, succeeded his grandfather at Woodsome, being a minor at the 
time of his grandfather's death, He married Grace, daughter and co-heir 
of Richard Atkinson of Barton-upon-Humber, and had issue 

JOHN ; 

Atkinson ; 

Edmond; 

Job, Middle Temple, London ; 
Avery, silkman, London. 

John Dighton died and was buried at Batley, May roth, 1637, and John, his eldest 
son, was interred at the same place, in 1642. 

The estate was mortgaged, and passed into the possession of Nathaniel Booth, 
clothier, Batley, who resided at the Hall, and died in 1675. The estate was purchased 
by Thomas Thompson, a descendant of the Thompsons of Carlinghow, and afterwards by 
Mr. Taylor of Purlwell Hall. 


Pedigree of Be Forcrofts and Tapfors of HurlwelP Hall, 
Gatley. 


. ARMS: Arg. a chev. or, between three Fox's heads, erased, proper ( Foxcroft). 


THOMAS FOXcROFT of Eland, in the co. of York, married Isabel, 
GPANORTCM OL seas , and had issue 
JOHN, who resided at Eland ; 
THOMAS, who settled at Batley, and was probably engaged in the 
cloth trade, was the founder of the family of Foxcrofts of 
Purlwell Hall. 
William, Rector of Swillington ; 
James; 
George; 
Martyn; 
Michael ; 
Jennet. 
Thomas Foxcroft’s will was proved September 28th, 1542. 
THOMAS FOXCROFT of Batley, married ....... , and had issue 
HENRY, his heir ; 
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John; 
Edward, baptized April oth, 1560; ; 
A daughter, ...., married to Edmund Wilbore, son of Thomas Wilbore, 


Healey, Batley, June 5th, 1578; 

Jane, married to Thomas Horner, June 15th, 1573; died during her father’s 
lifetime ; : 

Anne, baptized April 8th, 1562; married William Whalley, October 22nd, 
1588. She married for her second husband John Dransfield, of Sutton- 
in-Craven; 

Elizabeth, baptized June 17th, 1564; married, firstly, John Heaton of Batley, 
by whom she left issue two sons, Theophilus and Henry (mentioned in 
her will); secondly, Robert Rayner of Liversedge. After the death of 
her second husband she resided with her brother Henry at Purlwell, 
and, surviving him, was by his will allowed the use of certain rooms in 
the house. Her will was proved September 29th, 1619. 

Henry Foxcroft of Purlwell Hall died unmarried, and was buried at Batley, April 
8th, 1619. He was succeeded by his brother John. 


JouN Foxcroft of Purlwell Hall married Mary, daughter of ..... 
and had issue 
THOMAS, his successor, baptized February 8th, 1589; 
Samuel, baptized July 16th, 1592; 
Henry, baptized October 13th, 1594; 
Dorothie; 
Agnes; 
Anne, married William Moorhouse: 
Mercy, baptized August 23rd, 1583; married Thomas Dobson, August 16th, 
1620. 
John Foxcroft was buried at Batley, November 22nd, 1623, and by his will (proved 
16th February, 1623), he bequeathed to each of his three sons and four daughters, one 
silver spoon. He was succeeded by his eldest son, 


TuHoMAS Foxcrort of Purlwell Hall, dying without issue, was buried 
at Batley, February 20th, 1628, and succeeded by his next brother, 
SAMUEL FOXCROFT of Purlwell Hall, married Anne, daughter of 
oie Mae , and had issue 

ANTHONY, his successor ; 

Henry, baptized January zoth, 1632, and resided at Haigh Hall; 

Thomas, yeoman, Batley Carr; 

John, resided at Wakefield ; 

Mary, baptized August 25th, 1634. 
Anne, his wife, survived her husband, and married Henry Jefferson of Haigh Hall, 


West Ardsley. Samuel Foxcroft died about the year 1652, and was succeeded by his 
eldest son, 


ANTHONY FOXCROFT of Purlwell Hall, married Anne, daughter of 
Thomas Shepley of Mirfield, December 11th, 1655, the marriage settlement 
being dated December roth, 1655, and had issue 

SAMUEL, his successor, baptized the day his father was buried ; 
Mary, baptized September 25th, 1656, died, unmarried, June, 1690; 

Anne, married Nathaniel Thewlis of Thornhill, butcher; 

Martha, died unmarried ; 

Sarah, died unmarried; 


Grace, married Thomas Taylor, Wakefield, clothworker, and had issue John 
and Martha; 
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Dorothy, married James Armitage of Ealand, yeoman; 
Elizabeth, married James Shepley of Mirfield. 

Anthony Foxcroft was buried in Batley Church, April 11th, 1671. “His widow 
married — Hollingworth, and died September, 1705, having survived her second 
husband, Anthony Foxcroft was Succeeded by his only son, 

SAMUEL FoxcroFT of Purlwell Hall, Esq., married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Samuel Tillson of Soothill Hall, and had issue 

JOUN, died in infancy ; 
Frances, died in infancy ; 

Samuel Foxcroft died without issue, and was buried in Batley Church, April 2oth, 
1697. He was the last of the Foxcrofts at the Hall, and his four surviving sisters, Anne, 
Grace, Dorothy, and Elizabeth became his co-heirs. Elizabeth, being unmarried, 
resided with her brother and mother at Purlwell Hall. Elizabeth, the widow of Samuel 
Foxcroft, married, secondly, . . . . Peirson of Soothill; and, thirdly, Nathaniel Booth of 
Batley, Master of the Grammar School. 


James Shepley of Mirfield, Esq., on his marriage, August I4th, 1699, with 
Elizabeth, daughter of Anthony Foxcroft, and one of the co-heirs of her brother Samuel, 
came to reside at Purlwell Hall. His wife died January, 1712, and James Shepley, dying 
without issue, by his will, dated 30th July, 1719, left all his right, title, and interest in the 
Purlwell Hall estate to his nephew, John Taylor, son of Thomas Taylor of Wakefield, 
clothworker, by Grace, his wife, daughter of Anthony Foxcroft. James Shepley 
bequeathed his Mirfield estate to his nephew, Richard Shepley, who, after his uncle’s 
death, married Martha, daughter of Thomas Taylor of Wakefield, and sister of John 
Taylor, In 1721 John Taylor appears to have obtained possession of three-fourths of 
the Purlwell Hall estate, the remaining one-fourth belonging to Nathaniel Thewlis and 
his son and heir by Anne, daughter of Anthony Foxcroft, for in that year a deed of 
partition was executed, by which Nathaniel Thewlis was to have in satisfaction of his 
fourth part, “All those three low rooms, being parcell of the said messuage (Purlwell 
Hall), called the kitching, the boulting house, and the parlour, and three chambers over 
the same, called the kitching chamber, the boulting chamber, and parlour chamber, and 
one closet, which are situate on the east side of the entry which leads through the 
aforesaid messuage out of the upper foldstead into the orchard, together with one hen 
house and one coal house, yards, folds, part of barn, lands, &c.” “The said Jno. 
Taylor to have and to hold as and for his three-fourths parts—All those rooms called the 
hall, the long entry, milk house, buttery, cellar, dining room, giggle parlor, hare chamber, 
trapp chamber, green chamber, hall chamber, and long chamber, being the other of the 
aforesaid messuage called Purlwell Hall, with fold steads, barns, garners, orchards, lands, 
&c.” “There is a seat or pew in Batley Church belonging to the said Hall, one-fourth 
of the seat next the aisle to belong to the said Nathaniel Thewlis, and the remainder to 
the said John Taylor.” 

JoHN TayLor of Purlwell Hall, Esq., married Alice, daughter of 
John Scholefield of Ossett, yeoman. The marriage settlement under 
which her father gave her £400, is dated 17th August, 1720. They had 
issue 

Joun, his heir and successor, baptized February 3rd, 1730; 
Thomas, baptized, July 22nd, 1738, and buried October 2nd, 1767; 
James, baptized January 20, 1742; married Hannah, daughter of Timothy 
Hainsworth, Halifax. 
Martha, baptized June 4th, 1740; married Samuel Swire of Ashton-under-Lyne. 
JoHN TAYLOR, married, secondly (June 24th, 1746), Mary Buxton of Mirfield, 
widow, and late wife of John Green, late of Cawthorne. The marriage settlement is 
dated June 14th, 1746, she died December, 1748, leaving no issue. John Taylor died 


36 
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August 15th, 1769, in his 73rd year. Before his death he appears from some cause or other 
to have become incapable of managing his own affairs, as I find by a deed executed by 
him, June 16th, 1764, he gave all his real and personal estate to his son John, he under- 
taking to pay to his brothers James and Thomas, and Martha, his sister, to each £600, 
and to allow his father to occupy for his life a certain messuage or tenement, situate at 
Purlwell, and commonly called “ Clarkson House,” without paying any rent for the same. 
He further covenanted to keep and maintain a horse for the use of his father, to provide 
him with two quarts of milk every morning and evening, to lead such coals as he might 
require, and allow him an annuity of £120 per annum. Four years atterwards, this 
agreement was cancelled by an endorsement, and the following year Mr. Taylor the elder 
died, and was succeeded by his eldest son, 


JOHN TAYLOR of Purlwell Hall, Esq., married Mary, daughter of 
Timothy Hainsworth of Halifax, and had issue 
GRACE, born August 26th, 1766; married November Ist, 1792,. 
Abraham Greenwood? of Dewsbury, and had issue, John 
Beswick Greenwood of Dewsbury Moor, Esq., J.P., and others; 
Mary, born October 15th, 1771; married July 25th, 1798, Richard Walker, 
Junr., St James’s, Westminster ; ; 
Elizabeth Foxcroft, born August 8th, 1780, died unmarried, February 7th, 1864. 
John Taylor died October 30th, 1808, and his wife, January 29th, 1829. The Purl- 
well estate became the property of his daughter, Elizabeth Foxcroft, and at her death she 
bequeathed it to her nephew, John Beswick Greenwood. 


John Taylor, who died in 1769, was a Tanner by trade, and from the following 
abstract of his Indentures, must have married before the expiration of his apprenticeship. 


“An Indenture of apprenticeship, made the tst yr of King George, 1715, whereby 
John Taylor, son of Thomas Taylor, late of Wakefield, in Co. of Yk., deceased, binds 
himself for seven years to John Robinson of Heckmondwike, Tanner, and the said John 
Robinson binds himself to teach the said John Taylor the mystery, trade or occupation 
of a Tanner, and find him with meat, washing, lodging, fitting an apprentice of his 
faculty and condition, and for his wages twelve pence in every yearoftheterm. Witns., 
Joshua Holdroyd, Hen. Taylor.” 


“Indenture made the 30th September, 1617—between Alverey Copley of Batley, in 
the Co. of York, Esq.,and John Dighton of Barton upon Humber, in the Co. of Lincoln, 
gent., witness for the sum of £200 paid by John Dighton to Alverey Copley, the said 
Alverey Copley sold and conveyed to John Dighton, all that messuage, barns, stables, 
buildings, yards, garden, &c., situate at Woodsome in Batley, now in the occupation of 
Wm. Briggs, and all those eleven closes of land to the said messuage belonging, called 
Laithe Croft, Little Croft, Ellin Croft, the Close before the House, Bothams, 2-Kiln Closes, 
Marelands, Broadhey, and Gudgeon Roide, now in the occupation of Wm. Brigg and 
Wm. Hird, also the Pighill adjoining the Ellin Croft, also that close of land called Waod- 
man Carr in Batley and Dewsbury, subject to a lease for 21 years, granted by Edw. 
Copley, decd., father of Alverey Copley, in 1611—of the said House and land, except 
the Pighill and Broadhey Close, at the ann. rent of 27/-.  Alverey Copley, Elizabeth 
his wife, and Dorothy his mother, covenant to give a good title, only they shall not be 
required to travel more than3o miles from the residence of the said Alverey Copley, called 
Batley Hall.” 


4 Abraham Greenwood's sister, Hannah, married Joseph Greenfield (whose ancestors occupied 
land in Soothill Upper, under the Saviles of Thornhill, in 1719), they had issue Hannah, who 
marricd Thomas Cockill of Littletown, and had issue Hannah—married John Battye, solicitor, 
Birstall—Sarah, Elizabeth, Thomas, and Joseph Greenfield. 

> The land and buildings mentioned in the above deed, include the farm at Chapelfold, in the 
occupation of Mr. Joe Fox and Mr. Chaley Fox, and is shewn on the plan of the Purlwell 
Estate. It passed from the Dightons, Whitleys, Laurences, and Willans, to Jas. Shepley, 
and by his will to John Taylor, 
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“By an Indenture dated 11th March, 1690, Samuel Foxcroft of Purlwell Hall, Batley, 
having already married Elizabeth, dau. of Sam. Tillson of Soothill, conveys toWm. Elnsall 
and John Copley, Purlwell Hall and all the closes of land belonging thereto, containing 
140 acres, in trust for the use of the said Sam. Foxcroft and his wife and the survivor of 
them and their heirs.” 


A true and fect Inventory of all the Goods and Chattels of Samuel Foxcroft, late 
of Purlwell Hall, in the parish of Batley, in the County of Vorke, Gentman, deceased, 
and apprized by vs Nathaniel Booth, Thomas Thompson, Asaph Gledhill, and Henry 
Earnshaw, the four and Twentieth day of April Anno Domi: 1697. As followeth— 


2 ee a! 
Imp’s. His purse and apparrell . - 05 00 oO 
In little blue chamber: one bed and bedding, one chist, 4 chairs, onelittletable o2 1 5 090 
In the other chamber: one range. In passage: one Liver cubard, one foot 
chist. In Kitching chamber: one bed and beding, and old trunckes . Of 15 00 
In Hall chamber: one old bed and beding, 2 old chists. In eee chamber: 
one bed stocks, certain plow gear, anda few boards. 02 02 oo 
In chamber over Dineing room: one bed, Hangings, and Deding one range, 2 
stools 03 OO 00 
In the Hall: one long table, 2 2 forms, a clocke, 6 chairs, one range with end 
Irons, one little table ; also in the clossett p Hall: one table, old bible, 


3 cushings 5 - - 04 18 00 
In ye Dineing room: one range, one long table, 2 forms, one ovil table, 2 

little tables, 6 chairs with cushings 2 A A 3 4 =) O30 IS i650 
One Reel with hanks of Linin yarn eo «10 00 
In Midle Buttrie: one old cubard, 2 doz. bottles, white plate, and od things. 

In ye little buttrie: 5 barrills, &c. . . OI 10 00 
In ye milk hovse: 3 stand Honey trenchers, pigings, Earthen Vessells, and 

other odd things. Ol oO 00 


In the Lower parlor: one range, one bed, hangings, and beding, one tusle 
bed, one coatch chair, i Liver cubard, i chist, one table, 4 Lether chairs, 


3 coverd chairs, one looking glasse, 2 buffitts, window curtains. . 09 05 00 
In Back Kitching : one ark, one cubard, meal tubbs, ringes, cives, a runlitt 
and one line wheel, and certain other Hustlem . 02 05 oo 


In ye other Kitching: one range, 2 fire shovells, 2 pair of tonges, 2 Jacks, 
fire Ponty one Lead with copper in, i Iron pott with 2 more Iron potts, 
E Pesnltns 2 2 pans, one warming pan, i pair of racks, i chever, i round 
table, 2 chairs, 2 buffitts, one masekr, one great tubb, 2 flasks, 3 kitts, 
i frying pan, i smooing Iron, 2 doz, of trenchers, one table and trusse, 


and other odd things. . ; : a - 3 f i : - O7 Ir 08 
57 pounds of pewter at o¢. ppd. . c . . 02 03 09 
Linnin: 2 pair of corse sheets, 3 table cloths, 1 doz. of napkins S : a “OY 105! soo 
In far Kitching: one kiver, 2 bacon flicks. 02 10 00 
In far chamber: one old ark, with beef and bacon, one e pai of bed stocks, 

and odd things s ; 7 03 O05 oO 
In Garner: 4 qtr. barlie, 2 load of ‘mastlegen* 05 oO Oo 
In little Garner: 4 gang of wain speaks, some felks, with other odd things ot 10 00 
In y* Barn: (p estemation) ten loads of wheat . < 06 00 oO 
Also in barn: (p estemation) six loads of mastlegen . 2 ‘ ; - 03 00 60 
Also in barn: 40 stroaks of oates . : = , ; : - > . 02 05 00 
Ten wain loads of hay, witha hay spade. , . ; : i - 10 00 09 
One pece of peas stacke, p estemation 9 loads. : - : ‘ . 03 00 00 
In fold: five oxen . : : ‘ ; ; ; ; : 5 239) G0. “co 


® A mixture of wheat and rye. 
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Ls ae 
Also 2 Cows with Calves , ‘ ‘ é : ; , f ; - 08 06 of 
One Cow and one whij . : : c : : < : - 06 13) of 
Six swine ‘ o4 18 00 
In ye Stable: one bay mare, one fole, 3 “Draught Horses, with gears, sadles, 
and other furniture . A 21 00 00 
In Barn: one fan, 9 sacks, measures, ridles, skuttles, shovells, forks, ‘yakes o1 1 5 oo 
In ye Helm: 4 wains, 3 plows, 3 Harrows, 5 yoaks, 4 teams, bolts, &c, 7 aod: Oy oo 
In fold; old wain bodies, 3 stand hecks, 1 gpudie: pec 4 pa one 
buckitt, chain, and rope . i A OI co 00 
Maner in fold and backe of y¢ bam . i ‘ . . IO 00 00 
Corn on yt Estate: In Longroyd, 18 acres of hard com . 4 + 34 ©0 oO 
In New close, 3 acres and half of barlie é 5 a R : A - ©4 00 OO 
In Southroyd close, 12 acres of oates . i : ; : : 7 - 12 ©0 oO 
In Oldroyd Wood close, 5 acres of oates. ‘ : . ; ; - ©5 ©0 ©O 
In ye Littlewood close, 3 acres of oates é : ; : : : - 03 0O oO 
In y¢ bankes, 6 acres of peas A Z 3 ‘ i ‘ a - O04 00 00 
Book debts. 24 00 00 
One Lease in being from Mr. W hittley for 20 years, vnder the rent of £18 
panno., valued at . 15 00 09 
Twoacres of hard corn and roacres of barlie in y* same leased land, valued at 18 00 00 
Plate, a truncke, linnin, bed and furniture, 8 chairs, a table, 2 "stands, a 
glasse, one bay mare, and other things taken away p the testator’s wife, 
valued at. . ; A : - : A ; : : ; - 20 00 00 
£330 07 08 
NATH" BootuH. THO: THOMPSON. 
his mark 
ASAPH GLEDHILL. HENNERY : H ; EARNSHAW. 


The following Inventory and Post Mortems are inserted as being 
fairly representative of the numerous class of small farmers, the clergy, 
and yeomen of the parish: 


A True and pfect Inventory of all Goods, Chattells, and Cattle of Joseph Lister of 
Stainclifie, in the Township of Batley, as they were apprised and valued the twenty fourth 
day of Octob: Anno Domii., 1776. 


oC 
Imprimus. His purse and apparel valued at : : . : ; - 02 ©0 00 
Goods in ye House body: 
Item, one Range, one Spitt, a paire of Racks, a paire of Tongs, aod Cole Rake of 09 06 
Item, one frying pan, one Tosting Jacke, anda Ladle . h ; - 00 OF oO2 
Item, ffour Throwne chaires with Cuishions . ‘ - 00 Of Of 
Item, one Long Table, one Litle Buffett Stool, and one Litle Table . . 00 10 00 
Item, one Iron pott, and a Brasen pann, and a water Kitt . . KOO: 07 100 
Item, one cubbord, Three pewter dishes, and Two plaites oo 10 06 
In the. . parlor: 
Item, one Bedstead with Beding (viz.), one Rugg, two paires of Blanketts, a 
feather bed, and flocke bed and hangings, a Teng bolsterandashortone 03 02 06 
Item, one square table with two buffetts, 2 chaires ; : ; is - 00 Ia 06 
Item, one Ovel Table "4 ; ; ; oo 12 06 
In y® North parlor; 
One Bedstead, a peice of new cloth, a Little Coffor, a meale Seiver,a Ringe of 05 00 
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Se sie Nae 
In the Shop: 
Item, one Stand, one Tubb, one flaskett, one churne, a Milke Kitt and pig- 
gon, a Baggy board, and other od things : : - ; 5 ss sODP07) :cO 
Item, Two old Sacks, a Backe Stone, and Ashes Ridle oo OF O4 
In y® fold: 
Item, one Cow anda Litle Meare . : ; ; é ; f ‘ - ©5 IO oO 
In y® Barne: 
Item, a Pcellof Hay . : 03 I5 oo 


Item, a pcell of oates (viz.), one day work and a Halfe 2 : ‘ + Of 05 00 
By us the apprisors whose Hands are hereunto subscribed, 
MARM. SHEPLEY 
The mark of 
WILL X HEARTLEY 
WILLIAM WILKINSON 
SAMLL LEADBEATER. 
Joseph Lister was buried at Batley on the 19th October, 1716. 


Inguisition Post Mortem upon Joseph Haworth of Batley, Clerk 


Taken at Farnley, juxta Leeds, 18th January, 11 Chas. I. (1635), before William 
Richard. Esq., the King’s Escheator, on the death of Joseph Haworth of Batley, Co. 
York, “‘clericus” deceased, and by oaths of the Jury, who say that said deceased was 
seized in demesne and of land of and in one messuage or tenement, called ‘“‘ The Lodge,” 
with appurtenances at Liversedge, and of and in. . . closes of land in Liversedge afore- 
said, all which Premises, &c., were formerly Parcel of the Park of Liversedge, the 
possession of John Neville, Knight, of High Treason attainted, and now in the tenure or 
occupation of Jane Haworthe, widow, relict of the aforesaid Joseph Haworth, Clerk, 
deceased, which said Joseph Haworth, by his will dated 7th April last, devised as follows : 
“T give and bequeath to Jane my wife, all that my messuage or tenement situate at 
Liversedge in the Parish of Birstal, Co. York, to hold to my said wife during the term 
of her natural life, with remainder to Abraham Haworthe, son of my nephew, Abraham 
Haworth, late of Riponden, deceased, and the heirs of his body, with remainder to my 
Cousin, Robert Haworthe of Haworthe, in the parish of Rochdale, Co, Lancaster, Gentle- 
man, and his heirs begotten by him of the body of Elizabeth, now his wife, daughter of 
Edward Copley, deceased, with remainder to my right heirs for ever.” And the Jurors 
say moreover that the said Joseph Haworth, Clerk, died 29th September last past, and 
the said lands were held of our Lord the King, as of the Manor of East Greenwich, Co. 
Kent, in free and common Socage, and not in Capite or Knight Service, and the said 
Jane is in free possession at the Lodge, and the aforesaid Abraham Haworthe is next 
heir, namely, son and heir of Abraham Haworthe, who was son and heir of Abraham 
Haworth, who was brother and next heir of the said Joseph Haworth, deceased, and was 
aged 21 years § months and more at the death of the said Joseph Haworth. 


Inquisition Post Mortem on John Rayner of Morley, deceased.” 


Taken at Bradford, Co. York, to April, 5 Chas. I. (1629), before Francis Bellasis, 
Gent., Escheator, upon the death of John Rayner, late of Morley, deceased. and by the 
oaths of Richard Crabtree, Thomas Holdsworth, James Hill, William Brooksbank, John 
Hoyle, Anthony Smithe, Edward Jowett, Robert Holt, Richard Wilkinson, Abraham 
Lister, Walter Holdsworth, Martin Hammond, John Judson, and Humphrey Illingworth, 
who say that the said John Rayner was seized of one messuage and 40 acres of meadow 
and pasture in Morley, held of John Lord Savile, as of the Manor of Morley, and the 
said John Rayner died 26 Feby. last, and John Rayner is his son and next heir, and was 
aged 38 years at the death of his father. 


® Chancery, Miscellaneous Inquisitions, Bundle 56, No. 148. He was Vicar of Batley. 
» Chancery, Miscellaneous Inquisitions, Pt. 18, No. 154. 


Birstall Church and Rectory. 


TRANSLATION. 


sea] NOW all men that we, Alice de Lacy, at the instance of our 
BS © beloved Son, Lord Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln and 
my Ae Y] Constable of Chester, ratify and confirm the gift which 


a=!) Robert de Tylly made to the Prior and Convent of 
St. Oswald of Nostel, of one toft and croft which Jordan Marshall 
held of the said Robert in the Township of Gomersall, and of the 
Advowson of the Church of Birstall, with its appurtenances, and grant 
to the said Prior and Convent free entry into the said toft, and into 
the advowson of the said Church. In witness whereof we issue to 
the above named parties, these our letters patent. Dated at Rowell, 
sth day before the Ides of February, in the year of our Lord 1285. 


A.D, 1229. 


Scrosy. 3 id. Dec., xiv. Institution of Ric. de Birstal, clerk, to 
the church of Birstal at the presentation of John de Tylly.* 


Same date. Confirmation of the grant of the corn tithe of 
Hulm, Ricrof, Sculebroc, Scales, and Popplewell, made by Richard, 
parson of Birstal, to Henry de Horbire, clerk, till he gets some other 
benefice." 

Inquisition taken at Eland in the County of York, the fifteenth 
day of April, 43" of Queen Elizabeth (inter alia). It is found by 
the Jury as follows: 


Burstaty. And they present that William Armystead, sometime 
Vicar of Burstal, did by Surr. bearing date the 2oth Day of August, 
in the third and fourth years of the Reigns of King Philip and Queen 
Mary, assure one Messuage with the Buildings thereupon builded, 
containing by estimation, 18 acres of land, lying at Gallow Hill, with 


® Archbishop Gray's Register (Surtees). 
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the appurtenances, in Leeds. Tothe use of Thos. Nevile, Knt., and 
others and their heirs, under the condition and form specified in the 
last will of the said Armystead, which Will is that the profits of the 
premises shall be employed for the maintenance of a Schoolmaster 
teaching Grammar at Burstall aforesaid, whereupon it is decreed and 
adjudged by the said Commissioners, that the premises shall continue 
to the said use for ever. And they further present that the said 
Armystead gave and delivered into the hands of Henry Bat, Gent., 
deceased, the sum of one hundred pounds of money towards the 
erecting of the said free School at Burstall, who converted the same to 
his own use. Also they present that some time there was a house 
inhabited by the priest of Burstall, some part whereof standeth in the 
Churchyard of Burstall, and some part in the Highway, which was 
taken away by the commandment of the said Henry Bat, and now 
converted to a Dwellinghouse by John Bat, son to the said Henry Bat. 
And they further present that the Great Bell in the Parish Church of 
Burstall was taken away by the said Henry Bat, and that he converted 
the same to his own use, and the Jury aforesaid do further find that 
the said Bell was worth f10. And they further find that the said John 
Bat is both Heir of great possessions, and also Executor to the said 
Henry Bat, whereupon it is ordered, adjudged, and decreed by the said 
Commissioners that the said John Bat shall make Restitution unto the 
Churchwardens of the Parish of Burstall aforesaid. 


And they do further present, that one yearly Rent of 5s. hath 
time whereof the memory of man is not to the contrary been paid 
and issuing forth of a house called the chapel house and the chapel 
yard, to and for the maintenance of a minister to celebrate Divine 
Service in the chapel of . . . . a chapel of Ease within the said Parish, 
whereupon it is decreed by the said Commissioners, that the said Rent 
shall continue to the said use for ever. 


And they further present that the...... of the Commons or 
Wastes of Burstall aforesaid, lying between ...... and the top of 
Burstall Hill, of the yearly value of £3 75. od., was enclosed about 40 
years ago, as well by the consent of Charles Brandon, Knight, and 
others, Lords of the Manor of ..., Okewell ..., as by the consent 
of the Commoners and Inhabitants of the said Town of Burstall, of 
intent and purpose that the Profits thereof should be employed for the 
maintenance of a Schoolmaster teaching Grammar in Burstall aforesaid, 
and in the possession of Arthur Walker, Roger Clerkson, and John 
Ellis. 
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Memorandum relating fo Birstall Church, ScBoof, 
and Recforp.* 


When The Lord of the Mannour of Oakewell: The Appropria- 
tour with The Impropriatour & William: Ermistead,” Clerke, then 
Vickar of Birstall: In The County of York & all the freeholders of 
Gomersall: & heckmondwyke, did Accord & Agree to Inclose the 
Common Land Lyeing within the Saide Mannour. 


They agreed to have A Schoole house In the Villeage Birstall: 
which the said Vicar Ermistead Intended to Erect there. 


They also concluded to have two Long seats Erected In the Chancell 
of Birstall Church which the said Vicar Ermistead: with the aduice & 
Consent of A Committee of Trinitye Colledge gott Erected there (vpon 
A Valueable Consideration and an Augmentation made & given for 
Ever vnto the Rectorye of the saide parish of Birstall) Aboue one 
hundred & fourteen years agoe, And given for ever vnto And for the 
vse of such a person as should be Chosen And Appointed to teach A 
School In the saide Schoole house In Birstall: And to And for the vse 
of such Children as should from time to time Bee taught therein by 
the saide Master. That they might bee placed in the saide seats, vpon 
Sundays & Holy days, to hear the prayers of the Church Read: & 
sermons preached According to the Canons of the Church of England 
exc. 

The proceedings By the Commissioners for Charitable vses: By 
Inquission taken att EKaland (in Yorkshire) the fifteenth day of Aprill: 
In the three and fortieth year of the Reigne of Queene Elizabeth: 
May be found Remaineing in the high Court of Chancerye & proue 
the Master and the schollars Title vnto the saide seats as good: as any 
Tieth farmers Title is vnto thirtye and two Acres of Common Land: 
which was Ineclosed as aboue saide. And Now in the tenure or 
Occupation of M* John Lunde, Thomas: Wattson: And Benjamine : 
Walker. 

It is not altogether my Buisness to tell the Manner how M* Batte: 
lost the Title of Being the sole Impropriatour of the Rectorye In the 
parish of Birstall:—But I vnderstand In part, how M‘ Waterhouse, 


4 The original is at Heaton Park, it bears no date, nor is there any name attached to it; it 
was evidently written in the latter part of the 17th century, and probably passed with the Lease 
of the Tithes to the Copleys of Batley Hall. 


© Vicar from 1538 to 1587. 
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Vicar of Grassttick: and his Kinsman: M’ Greenewood : obtained A 
Lease of the Gleabe & Tyethings Belonging to the Rectorye of the 
the parish of Birstall. And all the Chancell In Birstall Church Except 
the seats called the Schollars which is excepted out of their purchass & 
Reserued for the vse abovesaide:—I wish gifts made vnto pious & 
charitable yses: May No Longer be Misimployed, Nor detained 
Contrary to the Intentions of the Donors:—But doe Earnestly desire 
the Schoole Children In Birstall: School may peaceably sitt In the seats 
appointed for them—And dilligent attend to hear the prayers of the 
Church Read & Sermons preached, And Learn to know the English 
Church Bible: the Church Catechisme And the true Christian Religion: 
& doo their duty towards God and their Neighbours & their Selves. 


Zease of tBe Rectorial Tithes. 


A Lease dated 24th May, 1749, was granted for twenty years by 
the Master, Fellows, &c. of Trinity College, Cambridge, to Sir John 
Egerton, Heaton Park, Lanc., Bart., Sir Ralph Asheton, Middleton, 
Lanc., Bart., and Beatrice Copley of Wakefield—of all the moiety of 
the houses, mansions, &c., to the Rectory of Birstall belonging, with 
glebe lands, &c., with rights to get coal, stone, &c. ‘The Lease was 
surrendered in 1758, and a new one granted to Samuel Egerton of 
Tatton Park, Lanc., Esq. (who had married Beatrice Copley) in trust 
for himself, Lady Katherine Egerton of Heaton Park, widow, and Sir 
Ralph Asheton of Middleton, Bart. The annual rent was increased fa, 
and a right granted to the Lessees to cut down and carry away timber 
in Well Spring Wood. This right was afterwards disputed by the 
College, the Lessors saying the reservation clause mentioned “ Fire 
Boot,” “Plough Boot,” “Hedge Boot,” and “House Boot.” In 
1790, they relinquished the contention, and the Lessees cut down and 
sold a fall of timber in Well Spring Wood. 


The lease of the Birstall Tithes was formerly held by the Batts 
of Oakwell, and it passed from them to the Copleys of Batley Hall, and 
by marriage to the Egertons of Heaton Park, Lancashire. 
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Birstall Rectory Glebe. 


eA Terrar of all the Houses, €difices, Buildings, Tyth and Glebe Lands 
in that part of the parish of Birstall, rented by ohn Copley of 
Batley, Esquire, of the Master and Senior ffellows of Trinity 
Colledge, in Cambridge, taken in the year 1740. 


Tenants’ Names, etc. No. Acres. Bounded. 


Tho Gomersall, Tent M* Copley’s part of the House was 
an Ancient Building, but is now all or 
most of it well rebuilt by Mt Copley’s 
predecessors or their Tenants, contain- 

The Rectory House, etc. ing seven lower Rooms, a cellar, and 
six chambers, the Barn contains three 
Bays of Building, and the Cowhouse 
Two Bays, a ffoldstead, and a garden 
lying between the House and Church 
yard. 

Bounded on the South by John Booth’s 
Craven Close, Joseph Walton, Tenant, 
on the West by Muffiitt Lane, on the 
North by the Highway, and on the 
East by Lower Spought Clough. 

The Impyard,nowdivided On the South by M* Thompson’s Green 

into two Closes ; Gi 32 Carr, on the West by Birstall Brook or 
Beck, on the North by the Highway, 
and on the East by Rich? Cockhill’s 
Carr, Joseph Wood, Tent. 


to 
o 


Upper Spought Clough 


The piperIng, nowdivided 
into two Closes, in one 
of which next the High- 
way is a Dyehouse 
lately erected by M* 
Copley. 

The Ley Fields, now All those Closes, including Piper Ing at 
divided into two Closes 14 0 the Top and Stringer Ing at the 

Bottom, are Contiguous and bounded 
on the South East and South by 
Birstall Town and the Highway, on 
the West by the Brooke or Beck, on 
the North and North East by Toad- 
hole Lane, Mt Brooke Croft, George 

The Rever? M* Coleby, Parkinson Tent, the Vicarage Croft 
Tent and a Croft belonging to. Joshua 

The parsonage Ing 26 Taylor. 


wo 
Le) 


ee eae CHURCH & eee 


Tenants’ Names, etc. 


John Tetlaw, Tent 
Toadhole Close or Cow- 
pasture 
Toadhole 
Ing 
Well. Ing | or little Ing 
Stringer Ing 
Berry, Croft. 


Close or low 


Tho Watson Tent 
Birstall field fllatt . 
Well Springs pasture. 
Well Springs, Springwood 


Common land taken in 
and allotted to Mr 
Copley's Ee of the 
Gleb e. 


Joseph Scholefield, Tent 
Piper Ing 


Widow Dixon, Tent 

One half of Lower 
Spought Clough, the 
other half belongs to 
M* Charlton’s part 


to 


x wR OWN 


No. Acres. 
Yee 2 


+ OWd 


OnwnN 


Bounded. 


These two Closes Springwood and Berry 
Croft are Contiguous, and bounded on 
the South by Toadhole Lane, on the 
West by Birstall Brooke or Beck, on 
the North by M' Copley Grist Close, 
John Tetlaw, Tent, on the East and 
South East by Birstall field Lane and 
Birstall Town. 

Bounded on the South by Sir Will™ 
Wentworth’s Common Land, on the. 
West by M* Charlton’s Common Land 
allotted to the Glebe, on the North by 
M® Hargraves’ Lands, and on the East 
by M° Hopkinson’s Common Land. 

Bounded on the South by the Highway, 
on the West by Decton wife Ing or 
Cowpasture, M* Charleton’s Glebe, on 
the North by lower Monk Ing, being 
part of Oakwell Domain, and on the 
East by Birstall Brooke or Beck. 

Bounded on the South by John Booth’s 
Craven Close, Joseph Walton, Tenant, 
on the West by Upp" Spought Clough, 
on the North by the Highway, and 
on the East by Leadhouse Close, 
M* Charlton’s Glebe. 


The Tyths of the several places following :— 


The Township of Heckmondwike—part of the Township of 
Liversedge, the other part Containing one half of the Township or 
near it, belongs to Liversedge Hall Domain, and is Tyth free—The 
Township of Wike—The Township of Clackheaton—The Tyth of a 
ffarm called Spen, within the Township of Gomersall, but adjoining 
upon the Township of Cleckheaton—All the Tyths of Gomersall 
‘Township except this ffarm belong to M* Charlton’s part of the Tyths. 
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N.B. We have not taken Notice how the Townships are bounded, 
because the Bounds of Townships do seldome or never change, 
Neither have we set down which of the Closes are Arable, Meadow, or 
Pasture, because they are all what we call going Land, and that which 
is arable this year may be meadow or pasture the next, and what is 
meadow or pasture this year may be plowed the next, Except the 
Common Land, which is very bad Land and proper for nothing but 
pasture. 


Note also that the parsonage House, Barns, etc., The Upp* 
Spought Clough, the Half of Lower Spought Clough, and the Piper 
Ing, Joseph Scholefield, Ten‘, are within Gomersall Liberty, all the 


remainder in Birstall. 


Indenture dated 1718, made between the Rev’ John Copley, 
Rector of Thornhill, and John Liversedge of Thornhill Lees, Tanner. 
Lease for 14 years of the Tythes of Sheaves, Corn, and Grain in the 
Township of Oakenshaw, in the parish of Birstall. Rent reserved, 
£15 $s. od. per ann. This Lease was assigned to Thomas Hopkinson 
of Oakenshaw, on the 12 Aug* 1719. 


Indenture dated July 10, 1716, made between the Rev. John 
Copley and William Richardson of High Fearnley, in Wike, Gent., and 
W" Brooke of Wike, Yeom. Lease for 16 years of the Tythes of 
Sheaves, Corn, and Grain in the Township of Wike, in the parish of 
Birstall. Rent reserved, £21 per ann., payable on the feast of St. 
Martin the Bishop. . 

Witns, Thos. Fearnley and Thos. Fearnley, Junr. 


Indenture, dated Dec. 10, 1716, made between the Rev. John 
Copley and John Fearnley of Hightown, Lease for 18 yrs. of the 
Tythes of Sheaves, Corn, and Grain in Liversedge. Rent reserved, 
£34 per ann., to be paid yearly in the South Porch of Birstall Church. 

Witns. Thos. Fearnley, 
Thos, Fearnley, Jun‘ 


From the accounts of W™ Bilton of Oakwell, Birstall, Agent for 
the Batley and other Estates in Yorkshire, belonging to Sir Ralph 
Assheton, Miss Katherine Copley, and Miss Beatrice Copley, who were 
also Lessees of the Rectorial Tythes in the parish of Birstall, for the 
year 1746. The following persons held sub-leases of the tythes in the 
various Townships, viz. : 
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Richard Brooke for Tythes in Cleckheaton. 

Samuel Sheard, Henry Birkby, and Michael Mortimer, for Tythes 
in Scholes. 

Benj" Hepworth for Tythe in High Popplewell. 

Richard Richardson for Tythes in Wike and Oakenshaw. 

John Cockhill for Tythes in Heckmondwike and Liversedge. 


The Will of Robert Davy, Vicar of Birstall, dated Sep’ 1394-5. 
Prob. granted same year to Willm. de Copeley, Sir Willm. de Bolton, 
Helia de Birton, Robert de Stones, Willm. Gomersall. * 


The Will of Sir Thomas Gudeale, Vicar of Birstall, dated 
July, 1460. Made at Birstall. Prob. granted to his Nephew, Willm. 
Rychardson, cappilans, Willm. Roy and Rob‘ Roy ... Aug* 1460. 
Robert Hall, Rector of Thornhill, is mentioned in this Will.” 


bad 2p Er yd > B, 2., f. 432. 


Wille and Comintstrations. 


1. Wit or Joun pe Copperay, 1391. 
Translation. 


Be it Known by these presents, that I, John de Coppelay, Son of 
Adam de Batlay, have given, and by this writing have confirmed all my 
goods movable and immovable, as well living as dead, to Radulf de 
Bestonn and Margaret my wife, which I have in the day of my death, 
in the County of York, so that they may do with them as may seem 
best to them. 

Dated at Batley on the Feast of St. Germanus, in the 15" year of 
the Reign of King Richard the II., after the Conquest. 

Administration under this document or deed was granted g Nov., 
1391, to Radulf de Bestonn, and Margaret, relict of the said John de 
Coppelay (deceased). 

2, Witt or Atice Copptay oF Botton, 1397. 
Translation, ; 

The Will of Alice, wife of William Copplay of Bolton, Janitor, 
made the 22™' day of June, in the year 1397. Administration granted 
to Sir Robert del Grene, Priori de Bolton, an Executor in the said will, 
with power to act to John Otterburn and John Ellisley. 


3. Wir oF Sir RicHarp Copprrey, Knvt., or BATLEY, 1434. 
Translation, 
In the name of God, amen, the 16™ day of July, 1434, and in the 


12" year of the Reign of King Henry the VI., after the Conquest of 
England. 1, Richard Coppelay of the Co. of York, Knight, of right 


+ — 
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mind, and my memory good and sound, the most High Being be 
praised. I make, ordain, and constitute my first testament containing 
my latest will in this manner. First, I bequeath and commend my 
soul to Almighty God my Creator and Redeemer, and to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary his Mother, and to all the Saints, and my body to be 
buried in the Convent Church of the order of Carmelite Brothers, 
London. Itm. I bequeath for my burial there, vi* viij’, Itm. I will 
first and principally that all my debts which I owe to any one soever, 
be faithfully and fully paid. Itm. I will that all my manors, lands and 
tenements, income or dues, and services, with whatever part of them I 
have within the Co. of York, in which Brian de Beeston, John Denton, 
and John Rysshworth, Esq‘, my feoffees live, may be disposed of as 
shall be seen in the following form. I will that Elizabeth my wife 
have the charge and management of my heir and my other children 
after my death, until my heir shall come of age, if she shall remain 
unmarried. If it should so happen that the said Elizabeth should 
marry while the said heir is under age, then I will that the aforesaid 
feoffees shall have the management of my said boys, to find them 
suitable maidens (wives) and to provide an income, with the exception 
that my heir shall be under the direction of John Leventhorp, senior, 
Esq’, until he attain his majority, to find for him a suitable maiden 
(wife) and income as aforesaid. 

For the rest, all my goods and chattels not bequeathed before, I 
give and concede to the said Elizabeth, my wife, one part, and to my 
daughters one other part, and to my executors a third part, to be 
devoted for the good of my soul. I appoint, ordain, and constitute my 
executors, Elizabeth, my wife, principal executrix, and Richard Tyn- 
gill her chief executor, and John Leventhorp, aforesaid, and William 
Leventhorp of Leventhorp and Brian de Thornhill supervisors of the 
same. In attestation of which to this my present testament and last 
will, I affix my seal. Given the day and year aforesaid. Itm. I bequeath 
to the parish church of Batley, where I am a parishioner, vj’ viij’. 

Proved 28 September, 1434. 


4. Witt or Tuomas Exanp or Bat Ley, 1443. 
Translation. 


In the name of God, amen. In the year of our Lord one 
thousand four hundred and forty-three, the 15th day of November. 
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I Thomas Eland of the parish of Batley, Esquire, of sound and right 
mind, make my will in this manner. First, I give and bequeath m 

soul to Almighty God, and to the blessed Mary, and to all the Saints, 
my body to be buried in the church of all Saints in Batley. Itm. I 
give for my burial my best animal. Itm. I bequeath to my wife Mary, 
all the utensils in my house whether of iron or lead. Itm. I bequeath 
to Isabelle, formerly wife of Robt. Wilbore, an annual income of twelve 
pence to be derived from one close called Jodbank, during the life of 
the said Isabelle. And after the decease of the said Isabelle I will that 
they revert to my righful heirs, Itm. I bequeath to Robert Eland, 
my son, my sword, Itm, I bequeath to Thomas Eland, my son, my 
best tunic. The remainder of my goods not bequeathed, I give and 
bequeath to John [Ela]nd, armiger, of Ratheby near Louth, in the 
Diocese of Lincoln, and him I appoint my Executor to do for me and 
my debts as may seem to him best. Given at Karlynghowe, on the day 
and year aforesaid, These being witnesses, Robert Eland, armiger, 
Robert Batlay, chaplain, Robert Kighlay, John Nettilton, and others. 

Proved 17 May, 1444. 


5. Wii or Joun Byceray, BatLey, 1474. 
Translation. 

In the name of God, amen. On the 21% day of January, Anno 
Dni, 1474. I, John Bygelay of the parish of Batley, Yeoman, of right 
mind and sound memory, make my will in this manner. First, I 
bequeath my soul to Almighty God and Blessed Mary, and also to all 
his Saints, and my body to be buried in the nave of my parish church 
of All Saints, Batley. Itm. I bequeath for my mortuary my best 
animal, Itm, I bequeath to the high Altar of the said Church, for 
my forgotten tithes 20 pence. Itm. I bequeath for lights (candles) for 
the holy cross of the said church 20 pence. Itm. I bequeath to the 
said church two new torches, Itm. I bequeath to John Wylson, Son 
of Richard Wylson, one ass, As for the remainder of all my goods not 
before bequeathed, I give and bequeath to Jane, my wife, to Sir John 
Tonge, chaplain, John Neleson, and Thomas Sheffeld, whom I make 
and constitute my Executors, that they may dispose of them as may 
seem best to them, for the good of my soul. 

In witness of which to this my present will I affix my seal. These 
being witnesses, John Casson, Richard Burnell, Lawrence Smyth, and 
others, 

Proved 31 October, 1476. 
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6. Witt or Sir Joun Savire, 1481. 


Will of John Savile, miles, Thornhill, dated 23 November, 1481. 
His body to be buried in St. Michael’s Church, Thornhill. 

Mentions his son William, his sons Thomas, Henry, Richard, 
and Nicholas, also John Savile and William Gascoigne, his wife Alice. 
Exors., John Cooke, Vicar de Sandall, John Porter, Rector, High 
Holand, and Robert . . . ., Probate 21 June, 1482. 


7. ADMINISTRATION, JOHN SOTHILL. 


Administration, 16 June, 1485, of John Sothill de Sothill, par. 
de Dewsbury, armiger, to John de Sothill, Junior, de Mirfield, armiger. 


8. Witt or THomas Coptey, 1486. 


Will of Thomas Copley, dated 2 October, 1486. Bequeaths his 
best beast as “ Corspresent” to the church “ par, de Bristall.” 

Mentions Elisabeth his wife. A bequest to Sir Jacobi Kent, 
chaplain, William Richardson, chaplain, John Daltre, chaplain, William 
Clarkson, chaplain, to ‘‘ William, my Bastard,’’ Thomas Ingland, &c. 

Probate granted to William Copley and his widow, Elizabeth, 
26 October, 1487. 

Witnesses, &c., Lionel Copley, armiger, Sir Johanne Kent de 
Bristall, Vicar, Richard Cookson, Vicar de Bateley. Dated at Hundes- 
worth. 


g- Witt oF Joun Poperey, 1487. 


Will of John Popeley, armiger, dated 1 January, 1487. Gives 
his best beast as mortuary and his body to be buried in the parish 
church of St. Peter, Birstall, Mentions Henry, Jacobi, Johan, and 
Thomas, his sons; Edward Nevile and George Popeley, chaplain; 
John Nevile, Miles, and John Kent, Vicar of Birstall; and William 
Richardson, chaplain, Administrators, and Thomas Popeley, Executor. 

Proved 14 August, 1488. 
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to. Witt or WitiiamM Coprey, 15 Marcu, 1489-90. 
Translation 


To be buried decently without wordly pomp, in the church 
nearest to where I die, unless I should be in London. If I should be 
in London, then I order my body to be buried in the Nave of the 
church of the Carmelite Brothers in Fleet Street, near the Tomb of 
Richard Copeley, Knight, my father, before the image of Saint 
Christopher, with a Marble Slab placed decently over my grave; to 
the said brothers if I should be buried in their church, for obsequies of 
the dead and masse on the day of my burial, and every day after for 
thirty days following, in the choir of the said church for the saying 
and celebrating the same by the Prior and Convent, and then imme- 
diately after a Masse during the whole time of marching in order from 
the said choir to my tomb, for singing the proper and usual services and 
saying the psalm De Profundis for my soul while standing round my 
grave (I bequeath) five marks. 

To the poor who may take an interest, twenty shillings in 
pence. To 60 poor servants in the parish of Doncaster, 60 shillings, 
and to 30 poor in the parishes of Batley, Dewsbury, and Woodkirk, 
30 shillings. I desire that two priests Scholars of the University of 
Cambridge, of good fame, not having opportunity for study for want 
of an Exhibition, shall celebrate in any church in the said University 
for three years after my death, for my soul and for the souls of Richard 
and Elizabeth my parents, and of Margaret my Wife, my brothers; 
also Thomas Sinclair, John Payne, Thomas Chambirleyne, and William 
Halywell, and that they may have roo shillings per ann. from tenements 
bequeathed to Edward, the son of my brother Thomas, also on con- 
dition that they may say in turn daily, on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, devoutly, and on their knees in the same church, distinctly and 
with deliberation, before they celebrate Mass, or after Mass is finished, 
the office for the dead, viz.: The Placebo and the Dirige, with Lec- 
tionibus, &c., as the season of the year may require; and which ever of 
them it may be, with bended knee before he go to bed, and again in the 
morning before he leave his chamber, he shall say distinctly and devoutly 
the Psalm (De Profundis ) for the aforesaid souls. In the same manner 
I desire that two other priests shall celebrate for one year for my soul in 
the church of Doncaster, the Mass de Requiem, with the trentall of St. 

* The Latin copy is published by the Surtees Society, York Wills, vol. iv. To this will is 


attached a codicil and another will in English, disposing of personal and real estate. The testator 
was a lawyer, and had amassed a large fortune. 
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Gregory, and any Friday in that year he shall fast, or cause to fast on 
bread and water and give one penny in alms to any poor and devoted 
servant who will pray for my soul. I desire that Lionell Copley and 
his heirs shall have my terminum in the glebe of Batley Church, and 
tithes of wheat in the village of Batley, and likewise a grain tithe of 
the same, so that annually they may keep my anniversary, and that of 
my wife Margaret, of my parents, Richard Copley, Knight, and Eliza- 
beth, his wife, and of all my brothers, Lionel, John, Oliver, Perceval, 
Roger, and Thomas, in the church of Batley, with the service for the 
dead, and Mass, and all other service and alms. I forgive every poor 
debtor to me whoever he may be, if not exceeding 20s., that he may 
pray for my soul. To every servant of mine who has been with me 
one year, 65, 8d. besides wages. To John Copley, my Nephew, as a 
marriage portion for his daughters, 100 marks from moneys received 
from tenements of Thomas Delaryver, during his and his wife’s 
minority. I give him in charge of Thomas Richard Danby. 

To Edward, my Nephew, and his male heirs, one standing piece 
of gilt, with cover, and two other pieces called flat pieces, partly gilt, 
with one cover, all standards and heir looms in my chapel in Doncaster, 
with vestments, books, and ornaments of the chapel likewise. To the 
said John Copley, my best standing piece, covered gilt, and 2 other 
pieces, silver gilt, called flat pieces, with one cover, and one piece flat in 
part gilt, and 12 of my best spoons, and to Agnes his wife, my silver 
goblet and gilt cover, in the care of Johanna, the wife of my brother 
Lionel. To William Copley, son of Roger Copley, £20 in money, 
owed to me by his father. To John Greenfeld, my cattle etc., at 
Barmebowe, to pray for my soul, and I forgive sums owed to me both 
by him and my son in law Henry Greenfeld, his brother. 

I bequeath all my wearing apparel in London, and all my books, 
both law and others, to William Copley of Middle Temple, my nephew 
and attendant, and all my wearing apparel at Doncaster, to John 
Copley, and Richard, and Henry, his brothers. 

To the said Lionel, 10 marks, and to Johuanna his wife, 5 marks 
from my buildings on Birstall Green, for her diligence in the care of 
the children of the said Thomas Copley. I desire that Thomas 
Pikburn shall have £20 to distribute for the soul of Isabell Harrington, 
owed to him by me for his tenement sold to me in Doncaster. 

I appoint executors, John, and William, and Edward Gresacre, 
Clergymen, Edward Goldesburgh, second baron of the. . . . of my 
lord the King, Richard Danby, John Twisleton, Thomas Rayner, and 
Robert Tyndall. 
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II. ADMINISTRATION OF Dame IsaBELLE AYSHETON. 


Administration, 22 November, 1488, of Dame Isabelle Aysheton, 
par. de Wakefield, to Willm. Mirfield de Howley, de par. de Batelay, 
Armiger, and Thomas Wentworth de Elmsall, par de Kirkby. 


12. Wixtx or Str Wirtttam Myrre_bD oF How tey, Knicut, 1508. 
? > 
Translation, 


In the name of God, amen. On the 28 day of May in the year 
of our Lord one thousand five hundred and eight, I, William Myrfeld, 
Knight, of sane and sound memory, make my will in this manner. 
First, I give and commend my soul to Almighty God, the blessed Mary 
His mother, and to all his Saints, and my body to be buried with the 
rites of the Church. Item, I ordain and appoint Anne Myrfeld, my 
wife, my Executrix, to attend to my burial, and to the distributing and 
carrying out of other things which she may know to have been my 
wish, because it will be satisfactory to my wishes. 

These being witnesses, Robert Heland, Gent., Lawrence Herrison, 
Keeper of the House, Vicar of the Cathedral Church of York, Roger 
Brapton, George Danby, Vicar of the said Church, with certain others, 

Proved 17 August, 1508. 


13. ApMminisTRATION OF GeorGe Nevitt oF LivERsEDGE. 


Administration, 7 October, 1508, of George Nevill de Liver- 
sedge, to Robert Nevill and John Nevill. 


14. Witt or Witttam Amyas* or Horpury, 1509. 


February 8, 1509. ‘ Whole of mynd and memory, ordayne and 


thee ates 


* York Walls, Surtees Society, vol v., p. 17. 
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Also I will that each one of them that shall help to bere my body 
* to chirch, have viij*, and every priest of the par. of Wakefeld, beyng 
at my buriall, vj’, and every clerke having a surplice, ij’, and every 
od* priest singing masse and dirge for my soule, iiij", and the day of my 
buriall to have a trentall as farre as ther be priests to prae, but on the 
remanet of the said trentall, to be said at the Gray freeres in Pontefret 
and Doncastre, by the discretion of myn Exec™. I also bequeth to the 
aulter of S* Nicholas in the chrch of Wakefeld, a vestment value xx’. 
To the repair of Horbury brig, v*, to the bells of Horbury ch., xx*, for 


ornaments, &c,, in the chapel of Horbury, xiij’ 1j*. Also to the said 


John Vincent, John Alan, Sir Willm. leysdale, and for the soules of all 
my good frends, and for all cristen soules. Also I will that one od* 
priest sing for the soule of Margrett Whithers, to the some of xxx". 
Also I will that one prst. sing for the soule of myne Aunte Kateryn 
Shaugh to x* to be spent...” To his wife one “Silver Goblett,” one 
“chalice,” and a “masse book;’’ to his son Thomas “one standing 
piece covered pcell gilt,’’ one “ gold chain and silver salt covered.” Held 
*‘mylnes and closes in Dewsbury for term of yeres of the lese of the 
dean and canons of Saint Stephen by their chapter seal.” “I will that 
the said dean and chapter shall have yerely vj* viij* out of the said 
mylnes and closes of more yerely rent.” “ xxxx* yerely to be paid to 
the said dean and chapter during my yeres to say dirge and masse 
yerely for my soule and for the soules of my fader and moder and of 
my younger son during his nonage.” 

Codicil, ‘“xx* to each of his executors;” “to the prior and con- 


” 


“] also will that the Prior and Convent of Sant Oswald shall have 
to doe a dirge and a masse for my soule, vj* viij*. Also I will that 
the Prior and Convent of the Trinitie, York, shall have to doe a dirge 
and a masse for my soule, viij*, the which Shafton of holebek, beside 
Ledes, oweth me. Also I will that the Abbot and Convent of Roche 
Abbey shall have over, or beside I have gyfen to them one old noble, 


302 RECORDS OF B-ATLEY. 


and two gilt spoones after the discrecon of myn Exors., to the value of 
a silver pece gilte or nigh the value, on agreement with the said Abbot 
to pray for my soule, the soule of my moder and all her ancestors. 
Also I will that the dean and chanons of Seint Stephen shall have xl* 
to remitte and forgyff me all consciences and bargayns, if there any be 
from the begining of the world to this day, and also to all the college 
there xxvj* viij’ for a dirge and a masse, and to pray for my soule. 
Also I will that old Watson’s wife shall have one quarter of rye.” 


15. Witt oF Joun Copray,®* 1509. 


In die non, Amen. I John Coplay of the Par. of Batlay, hole 
of mynd, make my testament and last will in this manner. First, I 
bequeth my soule unto Almyghtie God, our lady sent Mary, and all 
EBC ice 2 ge Company of Hevyn, and my body to be buried in the 
church garth of Batlay, next my fader and my moder, and my best 
horse with the harnesse to my mortuary, which I rode dayly. Itm., to 
the hye aulter for tythinge forgotten, iij° and inij". Itm., to one christ 
making on Easter daie in the morning to the sepulchre, iij* and itij’*. 
Itm., all the lands which my fader, Lionell Coplay, hath given to my 
too Broders Richard and Henry, with my consent, and grant them to 
have it during their lives, Itm., I will that my wife have her Joyntre 
with her dowre during her lyff. Itm., Gife to Willm. Coplay, my 
younger sonne, Warmfeld, Snydall, Hillome, and Poterton, during 
hys liff. Itm., I give to the marriage of my four doghters, Anne, 
Jennett, Isabell, and Elizabeth, so that the marie, and beguyded after 
the feoffers, and myn Executors, each one of them c mares, and that 
the feoffers take and receiue that somme of ccce marcs, of all my lands, 
rents, and tenements, except afore giuen and assyned. Itm., 1 give to 
Jane Portyngton, doghter of John Portyngton, my sonne in lawe, xx", 
so that she be wedded and married after the mynd of my feoffers and 
executors. Itm., to Thomas Coplay, my broder, I give an amblyng 
horse which I rode upon myself. Itm., to my broder Richard, an 
amblyng horse. Itm., to my broder Henry, one gray trotting horse. 
Itm., to Willm. Mason, vj* and viij*. Itm., to John Townend, my 
priest, xx. Itm., to John Ashworth, xiij* and inj?, Itm.,, to Willm. 
Helywell, vj* viij". Itm., to Henry Herrison, vj* and viij*, Itm., to 
Nicholas Garlike, vj* and viij’. Itm., to Antony Chapman, one cow 


* York Wills, Surtees Society, vol v., p. 11. 
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with calf, and hys wage at Sant... day. Itm., to every servant that 
take wage, inj and i iii". Itm., to Anne my servant, v*, Itm., to John 
Adcoke, iij* and iij*. Itm., to my wiff all my goodes here and att 
Thorpe Audlay. fee to John my son, viij oxen and iiij kine, if he 
be of good demeaner unto my wif and the feoffers, and if the mater 
go furth betwixt me and Sir Richard Wodroft. Itm., to my broder 
Richard, one county gowne. Itm., to my son John, one violet goune 
with shanks, and my blake Jakett of chamlett. Itm., to my broder 
Henry, one towny goune. Itm., to my son Willm., a doblet of creme 
satin. Itm,, to John Asquith, on doblett of Blake worsted. Itm., to 
Thomas Barkir, half a quarter of Rye. Itm., I will that on prest syng 
for me and myn elders, and all cristen soules on yere, and he to haue 
for hys wage xl° and hys bowde. Itm., I will that all such goodes as Sir 
Thomas Wortlay owes to me, I gif jit to the contentacon of my ilij 
doghters marriage every yere, as it is taken so to be paid, and all other 
gifts by me assigned and gyven, impressed by a dede of feoffement, to 
be pformed and kept, and this is my dede and last will. Itm., I make 
myn executors, Anne my wiff and Willm. my son, at her pleasure. 
Geven and sealed this 27" day of December, the yere of our Lord, 
1509. These Witness, Thomas Coplay, Richard Coplay, Henry 
Coplay, and Sir Willm. Mason, prest. 
Proved g January, 1509. 


16. Witt or Joun Coptay. 


This is the last will of me, John Coplay, sonne and heyre of 
Lionell Coplay of Batley, late deceased, made at Batley, the 20 day of 
December, the first yere of the reigne of King Henry the 8". First, 
I will that Thomas Wortlay, Knyght, John Norton, the elder, Kny ght, 
John Norton, the younger, Esq‘, Henry Vavasor of Hasselwood, 
Thomas Lynlay of Lynlay, Thomas Sothill, Christopher Eltofte of 
Rysworth, and Henry Sayvell, Esq., and Richard Coplay, and Robert 
Harrison, Gent", stand and be my ffeofese in and of all my maners, 
lands, tent®, medowes, pastures, woods, and mores, with appurtenances 
within the countie of Yorke, which late descended unto me, the said 
John Coplay, as by inheritance after the decease of the said Lionell, 
my fader, except such lands and tenements which was given unto 
Richard Coplay and Henry Coplay my bretheren, for the terme of 
their life, by the foresaid Lionell, our fader, which grant I am agreeable 
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thereto, and in and of all other my maners and tent’, with appurten- 
ances within the countie of Yorke, to the intent and forme hereafter 
following, that is to say, the profits of all the same maners, lands, 
tent’, medowes, pastures, woods, and mores, with app'tenances to be 
taken and be emplied to the marrige of Anne Coplay, Johanne, 
Isabell, and Elizabeth, my doughters, unto each . . . . there be... 
and levyd of the same maners, lands, and tent*, with app‘tenances for 
the marriage of the same doghters, the sum of cccc marks, that is to 
say, every one of themc marks if it so be the said doghters marry by 
the advise, counsell, and mynde of the said feoffes, and myn Executors. 
Also except those lands and tent* which be gyven by feoffement unto 
Anne Coplay, my wiff, and a reasonabill Dower as by the. ...... 
of the law requirith, Also except all such lands and tent* which I 
have in Warmfeld, Snydall, Hillome, and potterton, of the which I 
will my feoffese make Estate unto William Coplay, my younger sonne, 
by a Dede taptited, endorsed, thereof by them lawfully to be made 
unto the same Willim Coplay, for terme of his liff. Also I will that 
my said feoffese that ther be levyd and received of all the foresaid 
maners, lands, and tent*, with app'tenances, the some of xx" provided 
to the use and marriage of Jane Portington, Doghter unto John 
Portington, so that the said Jane may, by the advise and counsell of 
my said feoffese and Executors, and when the premises afore rehersed 
be cotet, fulfilled, and ended. I will that all the foresaid maners, lands, 
tene® with app'tenances, remain unto John Coplay, my sonne and 
heyre apparent, and to the heyres of hys body, lawfully begotten, and 
for desent of such of them, I will that then all the foresaid maners, 
lands and ten“, with app'tenances, remain unto the right heyres of me, 
the aforesaid John Coplay, as this my last will may be performede. 
Proved 28 January, 150g. 


17. Witt or Dame Attson SooTHILL® oF SOOTHILL, 
Dewspury, 1509. 

In the name of God, Amen. I, Alison Sothill of prsh of 
Dewsburye, first gif my soule to God Almyghtye, our lady saynt 
Mary, and all the fere companye of hevyn, and my body to be buried 
in the Kirk or Kirke yerd, and my best whik gode to be my mortuarie, 
and then I will that my detts be paid. Also I will that my son 


® York Wills, Surtees Society, vol v., p. 6. 
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Thomas haue on gold ryng that hath Jhus graven in hyt, and 
on other ryng with a diamond in hyt, and a long chist of cypress 
tre, and a cupeburd that stands by hytt in my plo. Also I will 
that my doghter in lawe Marjory his wiff, haue on cubbord that stands 
in the same plo", vnder the wyndo, my best feder bed, a pair of my 
best shets, a pair of my best blankets, 1ij of my best pillows, ij of my 
best couerlets, a hyllyng of a bed of whyte and blue, my best Bord 
cloth, and my best towell. Also I will that my god-doghter, Elizabeth 
Sothill, haue a broch of gold, and my hall gilted girdill, my second 
Bordcloth, my second towell. Also I will that my son in lawe, Willm. 
Amyas, haue a lityll goblett of silver with a Baptist grauen in hyt, and 
a lytill cubord that stands in my stody. Also I will that my son, 
Sir Henry Sothill, haue ij of my best siluer spones, half a garnysh of 
my pewter vessell, my best basyn and a laver to hyt of laten, my thurd 
burdcloth, my third towell, my second feder bed, a pair of lynnen shets, 
and an arke that stands in the hie chamber. Also | will that my son, 
Robert Sothill, haue my best matres, a pare of shets, a pere of blankets, 
ij coulets, ij pillowes, half a garnish pewter vessell, a basyn and a 
laver to hitt of laten, an arke that stands in a litill chambre withyn the 
great chambre, and jj siluer spones. Also I will that every on of my 
sonnes in lawe, peter barston, John Beamond, Thomas Seyvell, haue 
Ichon of theme a syluer spone, to pray for me. I will that my doghter, 
Jenet Trigott, haue my best panne, my best blak gown, my best 
frontlet, and an englishe boke of our lady and sent Barnard. Also I 
will that my doghter, Elizabeth Amyas, haue an hillyng of a bede, 
lyght greene and sade, a gilted gyrdyll, that hath a cheyne at hit, my 
second panne in the Bruehouse, my chaser, that is in the Kychynn, and an 
ambre that stands in my Inner-m6 plo’. Also I will that my doghter, 
margarite Barston, haue my brodest gilted girdill, my second blake 
gowne, my best bonet, my third pane in the Bruehouse, and an ambre 
that stands ij the botre. Also I will that my doghter, Alice beamond, 
haue my thirde blake gowne, my best blak Kirtyll, my best brass potte, 
my second bonet, and an ambre that stands in the Botre. Also I will 
that my doghter Essame Seyvell haue my best violet gowne, my third 
bonet, my second blake Kirtyll, my second brasse potte, an ambre that 
stands at my bed syde, and my second fruntlett. Also I will that my 
doghter, Dame Kateryn Sothyll, haue a chaser that belongs to my plo’, 
my lytill Brandwith that belongs to my plo‘, my best panne in the 
Kychyn, a pare of lynnen shets, and a towell. Also I will that Alice 
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Dighton, my god doghter, haue a gilted girdill, with a long penand at 
hit, a matres, 1) shets, ij blankets, 1 couletts, a pillow, and an arke 
that stands in the Bruehouse chambre. Also I will that Alice Sils haue 
a guylke of white and blewe, my best brase pot that longeth to the 
Kychyne. Also I will that ety on of my s‘uands haue their hyre truly 
payde, and euery on of them to haue iij* and iij* to their rewarde to 
pray for me, other in peny or peny worth, Also I will that those 
wymen that shall mynde me, haue etry on of theyme viij’, wether ther 
be ij or iij. Also I will that every on of those iiij men that shall 
beyre me to the Kirke, haue iiij", I make Thomas Sothill, my son, 
Willm. Amyas, my son in lawe, and Sir Henre Sothill, my son, the 
Vicar of Birton, myne Executors, and after my will be fulfilled, I will 
that Alice Dighton, my gode doghter haue v marcs in peny or peny 
worth, besyde my foresaid legace made to her, and Jane dighton, hur 
sister, shall haue xl to succur them withall, if the residue of my gods 
will make hytt. Also I will that my son, Robert Sothill, haue a flat 
sylver pece, or else xx* for the value of hytt. Also I will that Alice 
Dighton and Jane her sister, haue xxxviij yerds of blue cloth, to make 
theyme therof clothes. Also I will that Margrete Stot haue a bed 
which lyeth on a whole bed. Also I will that peter Barston haue my 
terme in the tythe of Dewsburye. Also I will that peny dole be dalt 
the day of my _beriall, and a trentall of messes to be saide the same 


Gelot, iij* 111j", these beyng witness, peter barston, Sir John Sharpe, and 
Sir John Gelott, dated the xxiij day of July, the yere of our lord 1509. 

Proved 21 August, 1509, by Thos. Sothill, Willm. Amyas, and 
Sir Henry Sothill. 


18. Witt or Henry Coptay, 1511. 


In the name of God, amen. The 15 daie of December, in the 
yere of o' Lord God rgr1. I, Henry Coplay, gentleman, in the prshe 
of Batley, hole of mynd, and of good remembrance, make my 
testament in this man". In primis, I gyff and bequeth my soule to 
almyghtie God, to our ladye saint Mary, and to all the blessed company 
of hevyn, my body to be buryed in the Kirk vard of Batley, at the 
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feet of my brother John Coplay, lately Dep'tyd, near my fader and 
moder, of whose soules God haue m’cy. Itm., I giff my best horse, 
on Saddill w' oy" thyngs thereto p'taynyng . . . . in the name of my 
mortuarie. Itm., to Willm. Coplay, my . . . . covered sattin Dublet, 
w' a Jakett of whyte chamlet. Itm., to my neyce, dame Coplay, oon 
ffeather bed, ij covlete, ij sheets, oon pare of blanketts, and vj’ and viij" 
of silV. Itm., to Henry Flemyng, my god son, oon goune of itij yerds. 
Itm., to Rawfe Savell, oon Dublet of Yalow Sarcynet. Itm., I giff to 
John Townend oon gowne of ij yerds. Itm., to John Kent, oon 
Dublet of blue silk. Itm., to Rob* Rodes, oon Jakket ffrese, oon Jakket 
of Violet, oon Dublet of Bukskyns, and oon pare of hoyse. Itm., to 
Raufe Wadyngton, oon pare of Violet hoyse. Itm., to John Browne, 
oon Violet Jakket. Itm., to Thomas Hermitage, oon Kendale Jakket. 
Itm., I giff to Agnes Bradley oon Matt", ij covletts, ij pare of shets, 
ij blanketts. Itm., to Jenet Spyve oon coVlet. Itm., to Sir Thomas 
Batley my best howex Itm., I will y‘ all suche goods as rysts in my 
lady my susters hands, of myn Uncle Willm. bequests, Loy myn 
Executors haue it to the execution of my will. Itm., I will yt my nece, 
Agnes flemyng, haue oon girdill when they be divided. and I gif to 
my nevew, John Coplay, oon pare of rede hoyse, and to my broder 
Richard, oon oy" pare, and my chalice. Itm., I make and ordane my 
nevew, John Coplay, and my broder, Richard Coplay, before named, 
and John Browne, my executors, to dispose my goods for me and for 
my soule, as may be pleasyng afore the hye Image of Heven. Itm., I 
will haue my priest to synge masse for me, and for the soules of my 
ffreynds and all cristen soules, by the space of ij yeres. Itm., I bequeith 
to Willm. Handsworth oon tawny Jakket. There witnesseth, Sir 
Thomas Batley, Sir John Townend, Richard Bray, and oy™, gevyn the 
day and yere above said. 
Proved 22 April, 1512. 


1g, Witt or Wittiam Mirriztp or How ey, Esg., 1520. 


In the name of God, amen. The xv daie of October, in the yere 
of our lorde God, 1520. I, Willm. Mirfelde of Howley, esquire, being 
of good and hole mynde, make my testament and last will in mani and 
forme following, first I bequeath my soule to almyghtie God, and to 
his blessed moder, saynte Mary, and to all the saynts of heven, and my 
body to be buried in my prsh church of Batley, or elles where it shall 
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please almyghtie god I shall departe fro this wreched worlde. Also I 
bequeath to the high awter at Batley, xx* for tythes and oblacons 
forgotten and not paide. Also I bequeath to the Vicar of the same 
church, my best beast in the name of my Morturaie. Also I will that 
a trentall of masses called Saynte Gregory trentall be said for me the 
daie of my buriall. Also | will that a preste syng for me ther as it 
shall happen me to be buried by the space of vij yeres next after my 
decease, and he to have for his labo" and exhibacon viij mares by yere. 
Also I will that Geffrae Lecestr. haue xl* in money, And I will also 
that evy of my Suants haue there half yere wages ov and besides there 
wages due the time of my decease, moreov’ where I haue enfeoffed 
George Darcy, Knyght, and others of and in all my Maner, Measuges, 
lands and tenemts in Morley and other places as in a dede of ffeoffament 
therof made more playnley appear’th. I will that my saide_ffeoffes 
shall make astate in fee of and in lands and tents. in Wedersm to the 
yerely valow of xx* by yere, to thuse and behowe of Sir Thomas Batley 
nowe being my chauntre preste at Batley, and of his successors for 
ev. Also I will that my said feoffes stand and be seased of and in lands 
and tents. of the yerely valo? of viij marcs by yere to thuse and behoue 
of peyvall Sayvile for terme of his life towards his fyndyng and 
exhibicon in Oxford or Cambrige. Also I will that John Gibson my 
Sunte haue lands and tents. to the yerely valo? of iiij marcs for terme 
of his life, and that my said feoffes stand and be feoffed to thuse of the 


and John Broke, either of theyme vj° viij* for terme of ther lyves, and 
they to retayne full of their rents. Also I will that my said feoffes 
lands and tents. in Mirfelde for terme of his life. Also I will that my 
said feoffes make estate to my Chauntre preste of as much lands by 
yere as is gyven hyme lately by my Lady my Moder, which is pcell of 
my wiff ffeoffment to haue to hyme andto his successors chauntre prests 
for etl puided all ways that he the said peyvall and John Gibson or any 
other pson or psons afore rehersed shall receyve none annuytie or ferme 
afore yeyuen unto such tyme as my detts befully content and paide. 
And I will also that my detts be paide of my hole lands as sone as the 
rents thereof will expende, any bequeth or feoffement hereafter by me 
maide to the contrarie, many things not w™ standing. Also I will that 
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my saide feoffese stand and be seused of the residue of all my lands and 
tents. not afore bequetht, to thuse of Kateryne my wiff for terme of 
her lif, to the intent that she w the pfits of the same shall pay my 
detts and execute this my will and in recompence also of such dowre as 
ther labor yeveth vnto her, provided alway that if it hap the right heyre 
of me the saide Willm. after my decease intrup vex or trowble the _saide 
Kateryne, so that she may not pforme this my will after the man and 
ferme aboue saide, then I will that my saide feoffes shall and aliene 
man™ and Lordship of hawley and dighton w" ther appences to the 
Kyng o* Soitegne lorde for tyme being after the state of x yeres purchase 
and if his highness refused so to gif for theyme, then I will that my 
said feoffes shall sell the sayme to the Archbishop of Yorke, or to the 
chauncelor of england for tyme being, and he to haue theyme after 
the same rate of x yeres purchase, and if he refuse so to do, then I will 
that my said feoffes sell theyme to the Lord darcy, and he to haue 
theyme after the same rate of x yeres purchase, and if he that refuse, 
then I will that my saide feoffes sell theyme at there pleases to theyme 
that will gif moste for theyme, and to suffer the saide Kateryne to take 
the money that is yeven for them, to bere the charge agnst theyme that 
letts this my last will, and if I haue doone any wrongs to any man or 
any other, for me I will that myne executrix shall amende for me, and 
do theyme right after good conscience if it be pved to theyme. Itm., 
I give and bequeth to the freres prechars of York yerely xx‘, enduring 
the tearme of xxillj yeres next to come, that the forsaid freres and 
convent eu yere may kepe during the said xxiiij yeres, oone obite for 
my soule and all cristianne soules, and the residue of my goodes not 
afore bequethed I gif and bequeth theyme to the saide Kateryne my 
wiff, the which Kateryne I make and ordeyne to be myne executrix of 
this my present testament, sealed the daie and yere aforesaide. 


Proved rg Dec., 1520.° 


20. Writ or Ropert Exvanp, 1521. 


In the name of the fader, the son, and tholye gooste, amen, the 
xxiii] day of the month of July, in the yere of o° Lord god 1521, and 
in the yere of the reigne of o” Sov'yng Lord kyng henry theight the 
xiij™. I, Robert Eland, esquier, with hoole mynde and good remem- 
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brance, ordeneth and maketh my testament and this my last will in 
maner and forme following: ffirst, I gif and bequeath my soull to God 
almyghtie, and to his blessed moder Saynt Mary, and to all the saynts, 
and my body to be beried in the chirch of Wakefeld afore alhallows, 
and for that the curate to haue x*. Also I will that holye chirch have 
all the ryghte that shalbe due to the same, Also I will that my detts 
be paid as far as can be proved other by writtyng, recorde, or other 
ways after good conscience, and on that, if it can be shewed to my 
executors any wronge done by me that my said executors thinke of 
right or good conscience aight to be recompensed, I will that restitucon 
be made thereof as far as my executors shall haue in ther hands to do 
withall, Also I will that ther be paid to the hye alter vj’ viij’ for 
oblacons forgottyn. Also I will that my curate haue my best whike 
beast for my mortuary. Also I will that xiij men haue xij blake 
gounes for beryng and halddying xiij torches aboute my body, the day 
of my beryall, and ev'y on of them iiij’ of syluer, besyde that for ther 
labo". Also I will that ev‘y preist that is at my berial, haue vitj* for 
saying messe of requiem and dirge for my Soull. Also I will that 
house be kepte half a yere after my departyng, as it is at this daye, 
for my s‘uants to p'uide them s‘uice in and thair evry on of them to 
haue half a yere wage, Also I will that Nicolas Eland haue all my 
harnes, excepte that at is due to God and the chirch, and a paire of 
brekeumers with sallet and gorgett, and shirtts of male langyng to the 
same, which I will Richarde Jenkynson haue. Also I gif to the chirch 
my blake Sattan gowne to make ij conakles of. Also I gif to John 
Savile, my canet gowne lynynd w' blake Sarsenett, and my best 
dublett. Also I gif to Nicolas Eland my fox ffurryd gowne, with my 
secunde dublett. Also I gif the Residue of all my goods moveable and 
vnmoueable to my executors, to fulfill this my last will, with all and 
forthermore, to cause my soull to be prayd for as ther thinke best. 
Also I will that if I haue made my will any tyme afor this, that it be 
void and of non effecte. Also I will that if it fortune me any tyme 
hereafter to change this will, or make any other will, I will that it be 
voide, and nowghte, and of non effecte, and this my present last will 
for to stand and be my full will and testament. Also I orden and make 
to this, that it is and shalbe my last will and testament, my executors, 
my wif, and John Sayvile. Beryng Witness of the same, Sir John 
Burton, preist, Nicolas Eland, Richarde Jenkynson, John Scotte. 

Proved 17 January, 1521. 
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21. Wht oF Sir Tuomas Bat ey, 1521. 
Translation. 


In deinon,amen. 1° Oct., 1521, . . I, Thomas Batley, Chaplain, 
to be buried beneath the church of All Saints, Batley, my best goods 
as a mortuary fee to the Church; for the repair of books, vj® viij’. 
To the priest for the time being for mass and my burial service, vj". 
To a learned priest that he may celebrate one trental for me and for 
the souls of my parents and all the faithful dead, x. On the anniversary 
of my burial for mass and repair of the cantariae round the altar, vj’ viij*° 
I wilke be brought forth with brede and ale like an honest prieste, 
and personally to most poore people, x* in peny dole. Itm., I will 
that an honest pson go for me to o" Lady of Walshinghm and to o° 
lady of the see cooste, if I may not doo it myself, for his costs, x*. 
Itm., to my sister_j mattres, ij sheetts, ij blanketts, iij covlett. Itm., 
to my broder 1j covlett. [tm., vij nobles to on chales, or viij marks 
if it may be, to the chauntrie,, if my lady gife non, or els to the prsh 
of Batley, that thys may be fulfilled and p'formed, I gife six sylver 
spoones to helpe towarde, with best of my rayment. Residue of all 
my goods not wit not gifvyn, I gif to my Master Mirfield, Adam 
Harrop, my executors, to dispose for my soull as ther thynke beste 
and spedfull, in the name of Jhesu without any charge. Witness, 
Adam Harrope and others. 

Proved 20 February, 1524. 


22. Witt or Lawrence OreEs, 1536. 


In the name of God, amen, the 16™ day of Aprile in the yeare of 
our Lord God 1536. I, Laurence Otes of Morlay in the Parishe of 
Batley, being of hoole mynde and p'fecte memorie, thanked be 
Almyghtie God, nevtheless seke in bodie, dothe ordane and make thys 
my laste Will and testamente in maner and forme folowing: ffyrste I 
gyue-and bequeathe my Saule to God almyghtie, to the blessed virgine 
our ladie sancte Marie, and to all the celestiall companye of heven, and 
my bodie to be buried in the parishe churche yeard of Batley aforesaid, 
also I bequeathe to the hye alter in the said churche for tithes and 
oblacons negligentlie forgotten, xij". Also I will that all my goodes and 
catells moveable and immoveable bee divided in to iij parts, one parte 
to be brought forthe honestlie according to my degree at the sight of 
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myn executors. The seconde parte I gyue to Jenet my wyfe, and the 
thirde parte I gyue and bequeathe to my children that bee unmarried, 
ffyrste of all my dettes contented and paid. Itm., I will that Jenet my 
wyfe and Adam my sone to kepe and occupye my farmhold, with all 
the closes that longeth thereto, so long as my wyfe kepeth her widoe, 
and yf it fortone my said wyfe to marye agayn then I will that Adam 
my sone shall haue, enjoie, and occupye my said farmholde with all 
appurtennce. Also I doe ordane and make Sir William Otes my sone, 
Jenet my wyfe, and Adam my sone, full executors of this my testament 
and last will, to dispose for the h'the of my saule as they thinke god 
beste to bee pleased. Itm., I bequeathe to Rose Otes my doughter, 
iij* itij’. The residue of my parte not bequeathed I will that it bee 
divided to my wyfe and my children. Also I will and desyre Henrie 
Brigg and Thomas Armatege to be supervisors and overseers in the 
fulfilling this my laste will and testamente. Written at Morley the 
day and yeare abovesaid. Theis witnesses, John Blakborne, Richard 
Armatage, William Otes, Roberte Scotte, with many mor. 
Proved to July, 1536. 


23. Wi oF Sir Joun LiversEDGE, 1542. 


Will of Sir John Liversedge of Drighlington, dated 8 May, 1542, 
body to be buried in the church yerd of Bristall, of the holie St. Peter 
and St. Paule. Robert his son. 

Probate, 7 August, 1542. 


24. Witt oF Jonn Copray or Batiey Hatt, 1543. 


In the name of God, Amen. I John Coplay of Batley Hall in the 
pishe of Batteley, in the Countie of Yorke, Esquier, beinge in goode and 
pfect remembrance, thanks be unto almightie God, do ordan, constitute, 
and make this my last Will and Testament as hereafter ensueth: ffrst, 
I give and bequeath my soull to Almightie God my Creator, desyringe 
hyme to accepte the same to his infinet mercie thorowe the mediation, 
deth, and passion, of owre Lorde Ihus Christ oure redemer and savio’, 
and my bodie to be buried befor the Altare in the quere of oure Ladie 
of the south side of the church of Batteley aforesaide, with suche 
obsequies, ceremones, and service, as shalbe thought then requysitt 
and convenynent by myne executors, or such other psons as I shall put 
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in trust for my buryall at the tyme of my death, and I give and bequeath 
to the Curate of the saide churche of Batteley for my tythes and 
oblacions forgotten, ij. And further I will that myne executors or 
suche other psonnes as | shall put in trust for my buriall as is aforesaide 
immediatelie after my death shall give and dispose for me xls pcell of 
my goodes to the powere folks dwellinge in the pishe of Battley, at the 
howses and dwellinge places, every suche househoulde a part of the same 
accordinge to the pouerty aud nomber of folks therin. And further I 
give and bequeath to Anne Coplay my Suster, in full recompence of all 
such duties as she shulde or ought to have by the will of my Father 
and to the supvisor of this my last Will and Testament too parts of a 
mese or tenement called Thorpe hall, otherwise called Audelyne, with 
thappurtenances in the pishe of Baddesworth in the saide Countie of 
Yorke, with towe parts of all the landes, tenements, and hereditaments 
beinge or ptenynge to the saide tenement or meSSe house, in the tenure 
or occupacon of James Wilcock, in thre pts eqally to be devyded. 
To have and to holde landes and tents. with thappurtenances pcell of 
the saide towe parts, to the clere yerlie value of ij", to the saide Anne 
for terme of her naturall lif, and all landes and tenements with the 
appurtenances, the residue of the aforsaide towe parts of the landes 
and tents. aforesaide, to the supvisors of this my last Will and Testa- 
ment, to the use and pformance of this my last Will and Testament. 
Also I give and bequeath to Johan Coplay, my Suster, landes and tents. 
with thappurtenances to clere yerlie value of iiij marks, pcell of my 
landes, tents., and hereditaments, with thappurtenances in Ossett, called 
Sowods, in full recompence of suche duties as she sholde or ought to 
have by the Will or gitt of my Father. To have and to holde to the 
saide Johan duringe her naturall lif, and further I give and bequeath 
to John Browne, my seruante, in recompence of his seruicie, and to 
pray for my soull, landes and tenements with thappurtenances to the 
clere yearlie value of xxxviij*, peell of my aforesaid landes and tene- 
ments with thappurtenances in Ossett aforesaide. To have and to 
holde to the saide John Browne, for the terme of his naturall lif, and 
further I give and bequeath to Henrie Savell, Knyght, Willm. Coplay, 
Knyght, and Robert Chalonner, Esquier, whome I make the supvisors 
of this my last Will and Testament, towe parts of all my landes, 
tenements, and hereditaments, with the appurtenances in thre partes 
equally to be devyded accordinge to the lawes of the realme therfor 
provyded, with the aforesaide residue of the towe parts of my afore- 
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saide landes and tents. called Thorpe Hall, over and above the saide 
itij* bequeathed to the saide Anne, my Suster. To have and to holde 
the said towe parts, with the saide residue, with thappurtenances to my 
saide supvisors, frome the day of my death to the ende and terme of 
fyve yeres, frome the saide day next, and imediatelie ensuynge fully 
to be complett and endede, and they to take and receive the rents 
and proffetts thereof, and therewith to pforme this my last Will 
and Testament as herafter shalbe declared, that is to say: I will 
that my saide supvisors shall pay and delyver to Elisabeth Coplay, 
Agnes Coplaye, Alicie Coplay, and Beatrix Coplay, my Doughters, 
Cyj" xiij* iiij?, that is to say to evy of them xl" marks sterlinge, 
and that doughter that is first married of my saide fowre doughters, 
to be the first paide the said some of xl marks to her bequeathed, 
and so evy one after other as they be married, to be paide ther 
sevall somes of xl marks in as shorte and convenyent tvme after 
ther mariages, as the same shall or maybe levied and recyved of the 
rents and proffetts of my landes and tents. with thappurtenances her 
tofor bequeathed to my saide supvisors, and if_ my saide doughters 
or any of theme do not marie befor they and evy of theme come to 
the aidge of xxilij yeres, then I will that my saide supvisors shall pay 
unto my saide doughters and evy of theme at the saide age of xxiiij 
yeres, the said somes of ffortie marks to them bequeathed as is afore- 
saide, provyded alwais that if my said doughters or any of theme do 
die befor they be maried, and befor they come to the age of xxiiij 
yeres, then I will that the saide some or somes of xl marks to her or 
theme bequeathed soe dienge as is above saide, shalbe paid and 
devyded to the supvisor or supvisors of my said doughters, and if all 
my saide doughters die befor they be maried, and come to the said 
aidge of xxiiij yeres, then I will that the aforesaide some of Cyj" xij’ iiij* 
shalbe paide to my sonnes then lyvinge, equally to be devyded emonge 
theme, or to the supvivor of theme if ther be but one then lyvinge, 
and if all my children be dede, which God defende, then I will the 
and doughters lawfully begotten, if they have any, equally to be 
devyded emonge theme, and if they have none, then the said some to 
be paide and devyded emonge my Kynsfolke havynge nede, and to the 
mariages of power maydes and amendinge of high wais by the dis- 
cression of my saide supvisors, Also I will that my saide supvisors 
shall pay and delyver to Ane Coplay my doughter, xx" sterlinge pcell 
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of the rents and poffetts of the landes and tents., with thappurtenances 
befor to theme bequeathed as is beforsaide, in full recompence and 
satisfaction of all her porcon, and childes parte of my goodes and 
cattalls, and if she will not so accepte and take the same, and delyver a 
sufficient acquytance and relese therfor to my saide supvisors, and to 


tents., with thappurtenances to theme bequeathed as is aforsaide over 
and above the somes befor bequeathed to my saide doughters, shall 
bere, pay, and aloue the necessarie costes and chardges of myne executors 
and all other psonnes havinge lawfull sutes and besynes for the defence 
and mayntenance of this my last Will and Testament, or any matter 
or thinge therein by and accordinge to the discression of my aforsaide 
supvisors, or ij of theme or one of theme if ther be no mo of theme 
lyvinge, and the remanent and supplussage thereof to be paide and 
devyded to my aforsaide foure first named Doughters, my sonnes, or 
other, after such forme, facon, and sorte as befor, for the above said 
some of Cvj" xiij® ilij" is devysed, lymytted, and appoynted, provyded 
alwais, that if my aforsaide fowre doughters, or any of theme obstinatlie 
and wilfully refuse the goode counsill, order, and governance of my 
aforsaide supvisors, or twoe of theme, and of suche psons as I shall 
herafter appoynte and name to have the order and governance of my 
saide Doughters, that she or they that refusynge shall therby lose her or 
that part or pte of the aforsaide residue and remayne of the ishues 
and proffetts of the premisses over and above the afforsaide some of 
Cvyj" xiij* iij’, and the costes and chardges of myne executors and 
oth as is abovesaide, and this my bequest thereof to her or theme 
so refusinge, to be voide and the same to be devyded emonge the 
other doughters and children, in manner or forme as before is limitted, 
of and for the abovesaid some of Cyj" xiij* iiij*, Further I give 
and bequeathe to John Drannsfelde my serv"nte, my howse and 
tenement with thappurtenances, in Sutton in erdayle, in the aforsaide 
Countie, with all landes, tents., and hereditaments, therunto lyenge 
Or appertenyng, now in the tenure and occupacon of one Willm. 
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Garfurthe wif widue, to have and to holde the saide tenement 
and other the premisses to the saide John Draunsfelde, from the 
fest of pentecost or Sancte Martyne in Wynter, whiche shall fall and 
be next and immediatelie after the deth of the said Willm. Garforth 
wif widue, unto the ende and terme of ix yeres frome the saide fest 
next and immediatelie followinge, yeldinge and payinge therfor yerlie 
to my heires or suche other as shall have the right thereunto duringe the 
saide terme, v* vj" sterlinge, at the towe usyall termes of the yere by 
even porcons. Also I give and bequeath to Avery, myne eldest sone, 
and to his heres as and for herelomes for ever, to remayne in the ie 
saide house called Batley Hall, my towe grete standinge cuppes with 
covers of silver gilte, and my best silver salte, and I will that the 
same shalbe in the kepinge of Edward Halley, Gentleman, to suche 
tyme as my saide sone sett upe his howse or come to the full aidge 
of xxvj yeres, and if the saide Edwarde Halley die before the saide 
tymes, then I will that Marmaduke Wivell, Gentleman, shall have the 
custodie of the same cuppes to the tymes above ly mitted, and then the 
same to be dely\ed to the saide Averey, and if the saide Averey die 
before he sett upe howse or come to the said age of xxvj yeres, that 
the saide cuppes shalbe delyved to the right heres of the said Averey, 
upon a reasonable request thereof maide, and further I give and 
bequeath to the saide Averey and his heres, as herelomes, all the 
formes, stoles, bordes, and other implements of housholde, which 
comonlie remayne in the hall of my saide house, and also towe yron 
chymnes, whereof one standith in the said hall, and the other in the 
Kechyne, and one grett bruynge pane of copper in brase set, and 
standinge in the saide Kitchyn, and one pare of bede stoks, to be 
taken in evy chamber of the ad house wherin towe pare of bedstoks 
ar standinge, and also the half of all the bordes, stooles, formes, and 
tristles within my saide house. And further I give and bequeath to the 
saide Averey my sone, one fetherbede, one bolster, iy cov letts, a pare of 
shetts, and a pare of blanketts, and ffi poundes in money towardes 
the settinge upe of his house, which is to be receyved of Richarde 
Nevell and Margaret his wif, late the wif of Richarde Beamonde, 
deceased, and if the said Richarde and Margaret refuse, or deny to pay 
the saide some of xl" to the saide Avery, then I will that myne 
Executors shall sue for the same, accordinge to the lawe and custome 
of this realme, and if they attayne or recover the same, then I will 
that they shall pay the same to the saide Averey or asmoche thereof, 
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as they by the lawe cane or may recover or attayne. Further I give 
and bequeath to Thomas Coplaye my sone, my lese and terme of yeres 
of all landes, tents. shepe gaitts, rentts, and comodites, with thappur- 
tenances in Bramham, to have and to holde to the saide Thomas 
duringe my saide’ terme, so that the sade Thomas be ordered and 
governed by the abovesaide Edward Halley, Gentleman, to he come and 
be of the aidge of xxj yeres, and if the said Thomas my sone, at any 
tyme obstinatlie or wilfully refusse the reasonable order, rule, counsell, 
or gouernance of the saide Edwarde, then I will that this my bequest 
of the saide terme to the saide Thomas cease, and that the saide 
Edward shall have the saide terme and lease to hyme, unto the full 
aidge of xxj yeres of the saide Thomas, towardes the fyndinge of the 
said Thomas, and then the residue of the saide lease and terme shall go 
and remayne to Averey, myne eldest sone, and provyded also that if 
the saide Thomas die within the saide terme, then I will that the 
residue of the said terme and lease for yeres then not ended and to 
come imediatelie after the deth of the saide Thomas, shall go and 
remayne to Averey my sone or his next here, and further I give and 
bequeathe to the saide Thomas my sone, all my lease and terme of 
yeres of and in the glebe landes, tithe corne, tithe lath, and all other 
landes, medues, pastures, and comons, to the same appertenynge within 
the pishe of Batteley, aforesaide, Io have and to holde to the said 
Thomas, so that he be ordered and rewled by the said Edwarde as is 
abovesaide, to his full aidge of xxj yeres, and pvided alwais that if the 
saide Thomas die within the said terme, or refuse to be ordered and 
rewled by the saide Edwarde as is aforesaide, then I will that the 
residue of the said lease and terme of yeres shall go and remayne to 
Henrie Coplay my sone, or to his next here. Further, I give and 


Alison Coke, my seruante, iij* iij", and to Sir John Bowar, clerke, xx", 
and further, that the said S' John Bower shall have his chamber, with 
meite and drinke, convenyent in Batteley Hall beforesaide, to pray for 
my soull, and sawles of all my wifs and predecessors, further, I give 
and bequeath to evy one beinge my seruant at the tyme of my deth, 
xx", Also I give and bequeath to my children, all such goodes and 
cattalls as I have of thers in my kepinge, withoute paynge any thinge 
for the kepinge, pasture, or fedinge of them. Also I give and 
bequeathe to the above saide Edward Halley my grett troottinge mere, 


318 RECORDS OF BATLEY. 


with her fole nowe followinge and goynge with her, and to Willm., his 
sone, one yonge blake bay fillie with a white sterne, and to Jane 
Nowell, my doughter, one cowe, and to John her sonne, one yonger 
felie, further, I give and bequeath to S‘ Henrie Sayvell, Knyght, my 
yonger bay trottinge stagge of foure yeres olde or ther abowte, and to 
S* Willm. Coplay, Knyght, my gray stage of vj yeres olde or ther- 
aboute, and to M* Robert Chalonner my gray amblinge stage, which 
is in Craven, in recompence of parte of suche paynes as I shall put 
theme unto by this my will and testament. And further, I constitute, 
ordan, and make John Dighton of Woodsome, in the pishe of Batteley, 
Gentleman, and John Wright of Ludderton, Yeoman, myne Executors 
of this my last will and Testament, and I give and bequeathe to the 
saide John Dighton, for and towardes his paynes for me, fyve marks, 
and to the saide John Wright, foure marks, and further, I give and 
bequeath to Averay my sone, all my harnes and weapyns servynge for 
the warre, and to the saide Averey, my gowne of blake damaske, a 
jackett of velvett, a dublett of blake sattan, my best blake hose, my 
best cape, and a scarlett petticott, and my best velvett purse, and to 
Jane Coplay, wif to the said Averey, a blake damaske gowne, a blake 
sattan kirtle, late my wif is decessed, and also I will that the saide 
Jane shall have the custodie and occupienge of my chyne of golde 
and the crose hanginge thereat, during her lif, and that after her, the 
saide Averay, my sone, or his next here shall have the same cheyne and 
crose as an herelome for ever. Also wher I the saide John Coplay, 
befor this tyme, by worde of mouth, have dimised and letten to ferme 
to John Wright, all that my tenement, landes, and tefits, with thappur- 
tenances in Ludderton, nowe in the occupacon of the saide John, for 
terme of xxj yeres from the fest of pentecoste, which was in the xxxj 
yere of the reign of oure Sovaign Lorde Kinge Henrie theght, next 
and imediatelie followinge, fully to be complete, finished, and ended, 
yeldinge and paynge therfor yerlie to me and myne heres, iij" sterlinge 
at the towe usuall feasts. Also I will that the said John shall peceable 
have and occupie the same farme, accordinge to the saide lease, withoute 
interuption of any of my children or any other myne assignes. Also 
I will and bequeath to Edwarde Hallay, my blake gowne furred with 
fitches, and my dublett of changeable sarcenet, and also my whit awmbl- 
inge mere, upon condicon that he shall give unto Thomas my sone, 
one nagge to ride upon at his adge of xxj yeres. Also I will that my 
supvisors of this my last will, shall yerlie of the rentts and profetts of 
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my landes to them bequeathed, give to John Browne, my seruante, 
iij® iiij? for evy moneth so longe as he will contynewe at my house 
called Batteley Hall, towardes his meate and drinke, and to have his 
chamber ther. Also I will and bequeath to Thomas my sone, my 
gowne furred with fox, and my best scarlett hose, and a pare of blake 
hose, and my blake lether Jerkeen, and my russett velvett dublett, and 
to Henrie my sone, my tawne gowne faced with sarcenet, a pare of 
scarlett hose, a pare of blake hose, and my say dublett. Also I give 
and bequeath to Georgie Wipse, a Jerkyne of whitt lether of buke 
skynnes. Also I give and bequeath to S’ Humfray Maile, pishe prest 
of Rothwell, my freys gowne furred, and also one dublett cloth of 
blake russett, which is unshappen and unmaide, and liethe emonge my 
gere, And also I will that Anne and Johan, my Susters, shall have to 
theme duringe ther naturall lives, the plor wherin myself liethe seke, at 
Batley Hall, if they themselfes or aither of theme will therin contynew. 
Also I give and bequeath to Alexander of Howley, butteler to my 
ladie Borowe, one blake cape. Also to John Dransfelde, my lether 
dublett of buke skynnes. Also I will and bequeath to Thomas 
Gargrave and Edward Halley, my preny seall, whiche I have of the 
Kings Maiestie, for xl" of lentte money, with the some of money 
therin contenyde, and that they shall receyve the saide some of fourtie 
poundes, and also vj" xiij* iiij’ whiche James Wilcoke shulde pay at 
pentecost next, for the lease of his house wherin he dwelleth, and for 
the saide somes I make and ordan the saide Thomas Gargrave and 
Edward Halley myne Executors, and I will that they shall bestowe the 
same as herafter ensueth, that is to say, that imediatelie upon the recepte 
therof, they shall apponte one honest prest by ther discressions, and pay 


quere of oure ladie in the Church of Batteley, and I will that the saide 
Thomas and E.dwarde shall have and reteyne in ther handes, iij* vj° viij® 
peell of the premisses for and towards ther paynes to be taken for the 
attaynynge of the same somes over and above ther necessary chardges, 
and for other necessaries, and the residue of the same somes to give 
and bestowe emonge my aforsaide iiij doughters and sonnes, or such of 
theme as shall have most nede therunto by the discression of the saide 
Thomas and Edwarde. Also to M* Edwarde Sayvell, sone and here to 
Sir Henrie Sayvell, Knyght, my blake bay yonge trottinge geldinge, 
latelie broken. Also I will and bequeathe to Thomas, Henrie, 
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Elizabeth, Agnes, Alice, and Beatrix my children, xviij silver spones, 
that is to say, evy of theme iij spones, Also to Emmott Saxton, wif 
to John Saxton, one yron chymneth standinge in the breade chamber. 
Also to Henrie Shay one olde frese jackett. Also to John Preston one 
Kendall Jackett. Also to my suster Johan to have fyve marks of the 
above saide some of xxv marks, pcell of the money to be receyved of 
the Kings Maiestie as is aforesaide by the handes of the aforesaide 
Thomas Gargrave and Edmund Halley imediatelie after the recepte 
of the saide holl some of xl poundes. Also I fully by this my last 
will, give and release to Anne my Suster, all suche goodes, cattalls, and 
somes of money as she haith of myne, whatsoever they be withoute 
accompte thereof to me or myne executors. And also all actions and 
demandes for the same, further I give and bequeath to the abovesaide 
John Browne, my seruante, my graye nagge, that he doth use to ride 
upon to theintent that he shall occupie the same to ride upon when he 
shalbe thereunto required by my surveyors, executors, or heires for any 
matter concernynge myne inheritance or last Will, and further, if no 
parte of my landes and tents. with thappurtenances shalbe founde 
holden of the Kings maiestie, his heres or successors by Knyght service 
in chef, then I will and bequeath by this my last will and testament, all 
the residue of all my landes and tents. holden in socage or by socage 
tenure to the aforesaid supvisores of this my last Will, to the full aidge 
of xxj yeres of the saide Averey, myne eldest sone, to the use and 
intent that my saide supvisors shall take the rents and proffetts thereof 
duringe the saide terme, and shall give and bestowe the same to the 
aforesaide Thomas, Henrie, Elizabeth, Agnes, Alice, and Beatrix, 
equally to be devyded emonge theme at the aidges or mariages which 
shall first happen, and if they or any of theme die before mariadge 
and before ther adge of xxj yeres, then the holl proffetts to be 
devyded to the supvisors at ther full aidges or mariadge, and further 
I give and bequeath to Thomas Coplay, Henrie Coplay, Elizabeth 
Coplay, Agnes Coplay, Alicie Coplay, and Beatrix Coplaye, my children, 
all my goodes and cattalls, my funerall expenses and tegoee paide and 
dischardged equally to be devyded emonge theme, and ther parts to be 
delyvered to suche psons as her after shalbe named upon suche con- 
dicons as her after shalbe expressed, first my will and mynde is that 
S* Henrie Sayvell, Knyght, shall have the kepinge, order, rull, and 
govnance of Averey Coplay, myne eldest sone, to he come and be of 
the full aidge of xxj yeres, and also of Henrie Coplaye my sone, with 
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his parte and porcon of goodes and cattalls of hyme bequeathed as is 
beforsaide, to the said Henrie Copley come and be of the full adge of 
xxj yeres, and that Edwarde Halley shall have the order, rule, and 
governance of Thomas Coplay, my sone, to he come and be of the 
full aidge of xxj yeres, with his parte and porcon of goodes and 
cattalls to hyme bequeathed as is aforesaide to the saide aidge of xxj 
yeres, And also I will that Marmaduke Wivell, Gentleman, shall 
have the order, ruyll, and governance of Jane Coplay, wif of Averay 
my sone, and shall take the ishues and proffetts of the landes and 
tents. givyn in feoffament to the saide Averay and Jane, to the fyndinge 
and chardges of the saide Averay and Jane during the nonnage of the 
saide Averay, and the said Marmaduke shall have the order, rewll, and 
governance of Alice my doughter, with her parte and porcon of 
goodes and cattalls to her bequeathed as is aforsaide, to the said Alice 
be maried or come to the full aidge of xxj yeres. Also I will that 
Sir Willm. Coplay, Knyght, shall have the kepinge, order, ruyll, and 
governance of Agnes Coplaye my doughter, with her parte and portion 
of goodes and cattalls to her bequeathed, to the said Agnes be maried or 
come to the full aidge of xxj yeres. And also I will that M* Robert 
Chalonner and his wif shall have the kepinge, order, and governance of 
Beatrix Coplay, my doughter, with her porcon and parte of goods and 
cattalls to her bequeathed, to the saide Beatrix be married or come to 
the full aige of xxj yeres, and further I will and also be it provyded, 
that if the saide Thomas Coplay, Henry Coplaye or eather of theme 
- refuse the reasonable counsell, order, and governance of the saide 
S" Henrie Sayvell, Knyght, and Edward Halley, that then the saides 
S' Henrie Sayvell, Knyght, and Edward Halley shall kepe and reteyne 
in ther handes, all the porcon and porcons hyme so refusinge, or theme 
to he or they come and be of *he aidge of xxvj yeres, and then the 
same pishe to be delyVed to them and not befor. And also I will 
that if any of my saide children die before ther saide aidge, and delyve 
of the said goodes that then the parte or partes of theme soe dienge, 
shalbe equally devyded emonge the supervysors of my saide children, 
in manner as is before declared of the bequests aforesaide. Further, I 
will that Thomas and Henrie, my sonnes, shall have and enioy all such 
landes and tefits as is given unto them or either of theme of my 
landes and tefits in Sutton Collinge, or Ludderton, or elswher in the 
Countie of Yorke, by certayne dedes and conveyance thereof maide, 
accordinge to all such estats and entrests as in the saide dedes is 
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declared and appoynted. Also I give and bequeath to the saide Averey 
my sone, my chales of silver, with all other ornaments, books, and 
vestiments, belonginge to the altare and chapell at my saide house of 
Batley Hall, and all other things necessary for the same nowe remayn- 
ynge in the same chapell. Also I give and bequeath to the saide 
Averay, my bage or scochen whiche Thomas Nodder nowe haith in 
kepinge, and I will that the aforsaides chales, books, vestiments, and 
other necessaries belonginge to my saide chapell, and also the saide 
baidge shall reman at my saide house called Batley Hall, as here lomes 
ther for ever. Also I give and bequeath to Willm. Turner, my 
seruante, x’, and to Charles Newell, my sone in lawe, my horse, whiche 
is called Saxton. Also I give and bequeathe to Richarde Hawley wif 
one violett hatt and one blake cape whiche late was my wif is decessed. 
Also I give and bequeath to Henrie Bruge wif one gowne or els a 
kirtle or some other rewarde at the sighe of thafforsaide Edward 
Halley, to do what he shall thinke convenyent inthe. Also I give and 
bequeath to Robert Cowpe, my seruante, one pcell of grounde called 
Tode farmholde, lienge nere unto Browne Hill in the saide pishe of 
Batteley, to have and to holde to the saide Robert duringe the nonadge 
of the saide Averay, yeldinge and payinge therfor yerlie to me and 
myne heres, x* at the towe usuall fests by even porcons, Also I give 
and bequeath to the saide Edwarde Halley, my advowsome of one 
Chauntrie, founded and erected in the honor of our ladie, in the south 
side of the pishe churche of Batteley aforsaide, when it shall fall after 


the decese of S* Willm. Utley, nowe beinge in the same. AlsoI give - » 


and bequeath to Cuthbert Breare, my Godsone, my sleveles say Jackett. 

In witness wherof I the saide John Coplay unto this my last will 
and Testament, haith sette my seall, the first day of Aprile in the 
xxxiilj™ yere of the Reign of o° Sovs'gne Lorde Kinge Henrie theight, 
by the grace of God, Kinge of Englande, Fraunce, and Yerlonde, 
defender of the faith and in erth of the Church of Englande and 
Yerlonde the supreme hede, thes beringe witnes, Thomas Gargrave 
and Edward Halley, Gentlemen, John Clerke and other. 

Proved 17th July, 1543. 


25. Witt or Tuomas Foxcrort, 1543. 


Will of Thomas Foxcroft, of Sowerbie, par. Halifax, dated 3™ 
Sept., 1543. Body to be buried in the par. church. Mentions his 
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wife Isabell. His son Willm. Foxcroft, Rector of Swillington, £10. 
James his son now married, £10. George, John, Martyn, Michael, 
Thomas, and Jennet, etc. 

Probate, 8 September, 1543. 


26, Witt or Sir Jonn Wentworth, Knicurt, 
NortH Emsat, 1541." 


_ Will of Sir John Wentworth, Knt., dated 31 January, 33 Hen. 8°. 
* Also I will that my Executors, after my decease shall at ther discres- 
sions sell to the best proffitt the wardshipe and bodie of Thomas 
Wentworth, sonne and heire of John Wentworth, Esquier, my eldest 
sone, which wardshipe and bodie I latelie bought and paid for, of the 
said John my sone, as by Indenture thereof maide more playnlie also 
doth appere, and the money thereof comyng I give and bequeathe to 
Brigitt and ffrances my yonger doughters, towardes the advancement 
and preferment of ther marriages, so that they be ruled and ordered 
by the advise of my Executors.” ... “To Dame Jane my wife, 
twoe best saltes of silver and gilte, one dozen of my best spones, &c,” 
‘* Also I will that myne Executors do fynde an house preste, and 
of good convsacon, to singe for my soule, my fathers soule, and my 
mothers soule, and all christen soules, by the spaice of one holl yere, and 
to have for his salarie and wages seven marks, to be levied and taken 
upon my goodes, and also I will that Robert Bradford my sefunte, shall 
haue and enjoy the patente which I made unto hyme, for terme of his 
life, without any lett or interruption of my Executors or of any other 
pson or Psons what so ev they be, willinge also that the said Robert 
shall enjoye the house in Morley with the pece of land thereunto 
belonging called Deane, and I will that the said Robert be alwaies 
inhabitinge and dwelling in and upon one of these two houses duringe 
his life, and the said Robert shall at all tyms give attendance upon 
my wife and my sone Thomas, or of such of my sonnes as shall chance 
to be lorde of Howleye.” 

Exors., Dame Jane his wife, Thomas and Christofer his sonnes, 

and Sir Christofer Danbie, supervisor. 

Proved 20 August, 1544. 


8 This is an extract from Sir John Wentworth’s will, to show his connection with the Manor 
of Howley. See the Mirfield Pedigree. 
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27. Witt or Henrie WILBIE, 1546. 


In the name of God amen, the yere of oure lorde god, 1546, 
and the twentie dai of Marche. I Henrie Wilbe of Batley, of good 
holl mynd, makest this my last will and testament in manner and forme 
following: ffirst, I bequeath my soule to god almyghtie, to oure ladie 
Sancte Marie, and to all the sanctes in heven, and my bodie to be 
buried in the pishe churche yerde of alhallows at Batley. Itm., I give 
to the churche warke of Batley, xij". Itm., I giue to Robert my sone 
one reade stirke, beside his childe pairte, and one greate chymlay to 
stande in Robert pairte. Itm., I giue to Edmunde my sone iij shepe, 
beside his childe pairte, and a litle chymlay to stande in Edmunde 
pairte. Itm., I give to Richarde Ledgarde one grene Jakett and one 
aloe Dublett. Itm., I give to John Armatage one graie Jakett. Itm., 
I giue to Christian Rilay xij*, the Residue of my goodes nather given 
nor bequest that remaynith after my buriall, all detts and duties con- 
tent and paide, I give them to Elizabeth my wife, Roberte my sone, 
Edmund my sone, Katerine my doughter, and Agnes my doughter, 
whom I make my Executors to dispose for my soule or other waies at 
there pleasure. 

These beringe Witness, John Dighton, younger, Thomas Wilbe, 
Edmund Brook, and Willm. Crooles, prest, with others. 

Proved 28 April, 1547. 


28. Writ of Dame Katueryn Borowe, 1546. 


In the name of God, amen, in the yere of our lorde god 1546, 
and the 3 Day of October. I, Dame Katheryn Borowe of Howley 
Hall of the parish of Batley, of good, hool, and perfecte mynd, do 
make this my last will and testament in maner and forme following: 
first I bequeathe my soull to god almightie, to o° ladie sancte mary, 
and to all the holie company of Heauen, and my bodie to be buried 
in the pishe churche of alhallowes at Batley. Itm., I will that my 
detts bepaid of my hoole goods in and for discharge of my soull. 
Itm., I give and bequethe to Elenor Longley xi marks in monye, and 
all the goodes in my chamber, the bed and the clothes that I lye in, and 
one great chiste, and one other chiste with too locks, standinge in my 
closet, a lymbeke, ReSved and except too spruse cofars in my chamber 
which I giue to Ketheryne lacester. I give also to the said Katheryne 
laycester v marks, to be paid in money, a bed in the over pends as yt 
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stands with a coVinge and all things thereto belongethe, a cupbord in 
the same chamber, too spruse cofars in my chamber, and one chiste 
whiche standith in the nether pends. Itm., I give my suster Norres 
one fether bed with a bolster and a paire of fustiane Blanketts, standing 
in the Great chamber. Itm., 1 giue to my cosen Robert Harrington, 
my take of my tythe in Morley duringe my yeres which I have therein, 
and if he dye within the said yeres, which I have therein, then I will 
that the said take with all the intreste that I have therein, holie returne, 
reverte, and come to the before naymed Elenor Longley. Itm., I 
bequethe to eVye one of my other Svants one hole yeres waiges oV and 
beside that waige whiche ys dew to them at there wage day. Itm., I 
geue to Jeffray Harrington xi*. Itm., I giue to John Gibson xx’. 
Itm., I geue to John Beste x*. Itm., I geue to Johane Laycester xx’. 
Itm., I geue to John Lyversuthe xt. Itm., I giue to Margarett 
Smythe x*. I gine to Margarett Gibson xL*. Itm., I geue v marks to 
be equallie devided to ten of the poorest_madyns to be maried in the 
forsaid pishe of Batley. Itm.,I giue to eVye one of my god childeren 
in the prshe of Batley, and to Robert Sowden and Katheryn Greathede, 
and to evye of theme vj’ viij". Itm., I giue x* to be dealed to the 
poorest folks in the prshe of Burstall, and other x* to be bestowed 
among the poore people at Dewysburye, and v* to be bestowed 
emongst the poore peple at Myrfeld, and also v° to be disposed to the 
poore people at Wodkyrke. Itm., I bequethe to my prieste xx* at the 
day of my deathe over and beside suche wages as is dew to him at the 
sayme. Item, I will that one sylver salte and a Dosande of Sylver 
Spones to be at the disposition of Peter Stanley of Byenrstast, Esquier, 
according to his discretion, Also the residue of all my guddes neyther 
geven nor bequethed, whiche remayne after my decease and buriall, all 
costs and charges borne, all debts and dewties contented and paid, I 
will theme be at the discretion of myne Executors. Item, I giue iiij" 
to be equallie devided to xt“ of the poorest houses in Batley Pishe 
aforesaid, if my guddes will reche and extend to the hooll some and 
value above specified. ffurthermore, I the forsaid Dame Katheryne 
Borowe, by thes pites do constitute, ordene, and make the forsaid 
Peter Stanley, Esquier, to be my sole, full, and lawfull Executor of 
this my last will and testament, and to se the sayme will trulie to be 
performed and fulfilled. And also I will that the said Peter Stanley 
shalhaue for his payns of my thre gifte and bequethe the some of v" 
of lawfull Englishe money. 
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In witness whereof and for the more assurance to this my peilie 
last will and testament, I haue put my seall and signe manuell, the day 
and yere furste above wryten. 

Witness, William Scoles, curate, John Trynsmer, minester, Lewys, 
Will Crowther, Scaresbroke, and others. 

Proved 28 February, 1546. 


29. Witt or Richarpe Pymonpg, 1546. 


In the name of God, amen, the xvj daie of Maij, in the xxxviij™ 
yere of the reigne of our soueraigne lord Henrie the eghte, by the 
graice of God, Kinge of Englande, ffraunce, and Ireland, defender of 
the faithe, and of the churche of Englande and Irelande, in earthe the 
supreame heade. I, Richarde Pymonde of Wackefelde, in the countie 
of Yorke, Merchante, and citizen and Marchaunte tailor of London, 
in my good and p"fete remembrance beinge, lawded be God, do make 
and ordaine this my present testament and last will in manner and forme 
followinge, that is to saie: ffirste and princepally I giue and bequeathe 
my soule vnto God almightie my maker, Savioure and Redemer, and to 
all the holie company of heven, and my bodie to be buried in the p’ishe 
churche of Waikefeld or els where in christeyn buriall, where it shall 
please God to call me to his Mercie. And where as Robt. Chaloner, 
Esquire, and other, stand-seasid of and in too p'sonagies and glebe landes 
to them p"teyninge with their appurtennces thone called Southekirkebie, 
and thoder called Batley, within the Countie of Yorke, to thuse of 
this my laste will and testament therevpon to be declared. I the saide 
Richarde Pymonde makith and declarithe my laste will as followithe. 
ffirste I will that ten pounde of yerlie rent and proffettes goynge furthe 
and to be levied of thies too tithes thone callid Northehelmesall, nowe 
in the tenure of Thomas Gagraue, esquier, and thoder callid Skelbroke, 
in the holdinge of Robert Banester, gentleman, sette and beinge in the 
p'ishe of Southekirkbie aforesaid, and p'cell of the proffettes belonginge 
to the same p'sonage, shall yerlie for euermoore after my decease, be 
taken, distributed, and giuen to and amonges the poore people dwellynge 
and inhabitinge withe in the tounes and p‘ishes of Wackfeld and 
Southe Kirkbie aforesaide, that is to saie, the one halfe thereof to thone 
pishe, and the other halfe to thoder p"ishe, and to be giuen at-their 
dwellinge houses, and that the saide x" yerlie shalbe giuen and distri- 
buted by and at the good discrecon of my trustie frende and kinseman, 
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Raufe Bavott as is beforesaid, duringe his life, and after the decease of 
the said Rauf, I will that the saide Roberte Chaloner, esquier, John 
Dighton, gentleman, Henrye Grice, Henrie Batte, and Chrover ffeld, 
or so many of them as shall surviue the saide Rauf, and their 
heyres or the heyre of hyme that shall survive his saide fellowes, shall 
appoynt and nayme other diverse and honest p'sones to have the 
distribucion of the saide tenn pounde yerlie, accordinge and as is before 
said for evermoore by their discrecions. Also I will.that they and 
theires of them that shall survive their fellowes, to appoynte other as is 
beforesaid, so that the saide almes shall and may contynewe for ever, 
accordinge to the true intent and meaninge of this my said will, and if 
it shall fortune the saide rente of ten pounde to be behynde, and not 
distributed by the said Rauf Bavott duringe his lif according as is 
beforesaide, and also if it shall furtune the saide yerlye rent of ten 
pounde furthe of the premesses in Elmesaull and Skelbroke, not to 
be payde to the p’sones beforenaymed, or any other whiche shall be 
assigned at any tyme hereafter, to haue the distribucion of the same at 
the ffeaste of Easter, or within sixe dayes nexte ensuing the same ffeast. 
That then it shalbe lefull to the said p’sones naymed or hereafter to be 
naymed as is aforesaid, to enter into the premisses and taike, kepe, and 
reteigne all the proffettes therof vnto suche tyme as the said ten pounde 
be paide vnto them, to be bestowed as is beforesaid for euer. And also 
I will that the said Rauf and his heires shall haue the inheritannce, 
settinge, and orderinge of the saide too tithes to his and their moste 
proffett and adiintage, painge and giuing yerlie the saide ten pounde, 
accordinge as is beforesaide. Also | will that the Residue of the saide 
too p'sonages, and all the proffetts thereto p'tenynge, except the said 
too tithes before spoken, I hoollie giue and bequeathe vnto Elizabeth 
my wife, to haue and to holde to the same Elizabeth and hir assign 
duringe hir naturall lif, so that she do give and distribute some pairte 
of the proffettes thereof for the healthe of my soule, and all christen 
soules as to hir good discrecion shall seme moste best and convenient, 
and after hir decease I will that all the saide too p'sonagies, glebe landes, 
and all the proffetts and all thappurtennces to them p'teyninge, except 
the saide yerlie rente of x" shall holly remayne vnto the saide Rauf 
Bavott, and to theires betwixte hyme and Margarete nowe his wif, of 
their two bodies lawfully begotten, and for defaute of suche yssue, to 
the righte heires of me the said Richarde Pymonde for elt. Also I 
giue, will, and bequeathe vnto Henrie Bentley, late my s‘unt, and his 
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heires for euer, one mesuage, burgage or tenement, with thappurten- 
nces in Waikefeld, nowe in the tenure of Oliver Dymond. Also I 
will that the saide Elizabeth my wif, and her assignes shall haue, holde, 
and occupie all other my meages, iGaGles tenements, medues, sweaiiles, 
pastures, rentes, reuercions, and . . . with their appurtennces the whiche 
I haue stande seasid vpon or any “other to myne vse, or thuse of my 
laste will, within the countie of Yorke, or in any Gi place within 
the realme of Englande, duringe the terme of hir lif naturall, and after 
hir decease I will that all the saide meaSes, landes, tenements, and all 
other the premisses except the yerlie rent of x", and the said meage, 
burgage, or tenement nowe in the tenure of Oliuer Dymonde, shall 
hoolly remayne vnto the said Rauf Bavotte and theires betwixte hyme 
and the saide Margarete, nowe his wife, of their too bodies lawfully 
begotten, and for defaute of suche yssue, to the righte heires of me 
the saide Richarde Pymonde for euer, vpon condicon so that the saide 
Rauf and theires betwixte hyme and Margarete, nowe his wif, of theire 
too bodies lawfully begotten, do paie and giue yerlie imedeately after the 
decease of the saide Elizabeth my wif, further of the saide landes and 
tenements, other ten poundes for ‘eu yerlie, then to be distributed and 
giuen to poore people where nede is, or to the amendinge of highe waies 
for euermore, yerlie aboute Wakefelde or els where within the countie 
of Yorke, by and at the discrecion of the saide Roberte Chaloner, 
esquier, John Dighton, Henrie Grice, Henrie Batte, and ChroSer ffelde, 
and theire heires for euermore, and suche other p’son and p’sones as 
hereafter shalbe naymed as is beforesaide, withe suche like clause of 
entrie and distresse for defaute of payment thereof as is beforesaide. 
Also I giue and bequeathe for and towarde the makinge and mendinge 
of Highe waies and briggies within the p‘ishe of Waikefelde where 
moste nede shall require, oone hundrethe poundes in money, to be 
paide by myne executrix hereafter named, evenly in twentie yeres nexte 
after my deseasse, that is to saie, yerelie fyve poundes duringe the saide 
twentie yeres. And also I will that my said Executrix shall give and 
distribute to and amonges poore people in the saide p‘ishe of Waike- 
felde, one other hundrethe poundes where moste nede is, to be paide 
and giuen evenly in twentye yeres nexte after my decease, in likewise 
that is to saie, fyve poundes yerelie. Itm., I give and bequeathe vnto 
Nicholes Sayvell, my s'unte ten poundes, and to William lister, my 
s‘unte, other ten poundes, and I will that the saide Nicholes and 
William shall to the best of ther powers, assiste and helpe my said wif 
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to geder and receaue suche dettes as they knowe is owinge to me, and 
then my saide wif shall honestly rewarde them for there paynes in that 
behalf. Itm., I will that myne Executrix shall yerelie after my decease, 
giue and paie unto Elizabeth Brige, my suster, fyve pounde towardes 
the mayntennce of hir lyvinge duringe hir naturall lif. Itm., I give 
and bequeathe vnto the blissed sacrament of thalter hornebye, where I 
was borne, a vestment of grene brawdred velvett, and all thinges that 
p'teinthe to the same. Itm., I giue and bequeathe ten poundes to be 
distributed and giuen to poore people in the said towne of hornebie, and 
aboute the same towne where moste nede is, at and by the discrecion 
of Maister Thomas Crofts, Henrie Crofts, and William Tompson. 
Itm., I giue and bequeathe vnto the saide M* Thomas Crofts, Henrie 
Crofts, and William Tompson, for their paynes takinge in thys dis- 
tribucione, to se it trulie doone, euerie of them ten shillinges. Itm., I 
giue vnto my thre maden s‘untes, Jennett Barlow, Agnes ffournes, and 
Sibill ffournes, eurie of them fortie shillings. Itm., I giue vnto 
Percevall Brodlee and Robert Bakhouse to aither of them fortie 
shillinges. Itm., I bequeathe vnto Margarete Lister, doughter of John 
Lister of Hallifaxe, fortie shillings. Itm., 1 bequeathe to my suster 
Tattersall ij" vi viij*. Itm., I giue and bequeathe vnto John Thornton 
fortie shillinges. Itm., I bequeathe vnto Richarde Lacie, sone of 
Thomas Lacie, fortie shillinges. Itm., I bequeathe vnto Elizabeth 
Thornton fortie shillinges. Itm., I bequeathe vnto Henrie Hastley, 
preste, to praie for my soule, twentie shillinges... Itm., I bequeathe 
vnto Thomas Pymond, preste, twentie shillinges. I bequeathe vnto 
Sir Thomas Turner, preste, twentie shillings .... Residue to my wif, 
sole executrix. 

Witnesses, John Dighton, Sir Thomas Turner, preste, Sir William 
Yoksall, preste, and others. 

Proved 21 July, 1546. 


30. Writ or Epwarpe Copiaye, WoppERsomE, 1548. 


In the name of God, amen, the yere of oure lorde God 1548, 
and the laste daye of Auguste. I, Edwarde Coplaye, of Woddersome, 
of hool mynde, make my last testament and will after manner of forme 
followinge: ffirste I bequeathe my soule to God almightie, to oure blessed 
ladie Sainte Marrie, and to the Saintes in heven, and my bodie to be 
burried in the pish churche yerde of Batlae, of Alhalloes, and I give to 
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the churche warke of Batlaye, viij". Itm., I give Averae Coplae a 
Stithie and all my Smithie geare, and Thomas Coplae to deliver to 
Margaret my Doughter a yewe and a lambe. Itm., I bequeath to 
Anne my Doughter a yewe anda lambe. Itm., I bequeathe to Dorothie 
my Doughter a blake quye Stirke, beside their pairtes. Also I make 
Agnes my wif and Thomas my sone my le’full executors, to Dispose for 
my soule and to pae my childers their childes porcions. These men 
beringe witness, Thomas Wilbie, John Hemyngwae, and Sir William 
Scoles, with others. 
Proved 12 November, 1548. 


31. Witt oF RicHarD JENKYNSON, PoPELEy, 1549. 


In the name of God, amen, the first daie of ffebuarii, in the year 
of our lorde god, a thousande fyve hundreth fortie nyne. I, Richarde 
Jenkynson of poplae, in the p'yshinge of Bristall, of hoall mynde and 
good remembrance, makith my laste will and testament in forme 
followenge: ffirst, I bequeath to God almyghtie, to our blessed ladie 
sancte Marie, and to all the saintes in heven, and my bodie to be buried 
in the p'yshe churche of Bristall, of the holie appostles Peter and 
Paule. The first I give to Anne my wife, too houses at Wakefield, in 
Wrengegaite, duringe her life, and after her deathe, to remayne to 
Elizabeth my Doughter and her heires for ever, and for lacke of heires 
of her bodie lawfully begotten, to torne to p'cevel Jenkynson and his 
heires for ever. Also I giue to Elizabeth my Doughter, a greate 
chymneth, which is Broke roide, in the custodie of John Dighton, and 
a greate brass potte at poplaye. Also I giue to Elizabeth my Doughter, 
fortie poundes, of the whiche some of xx", Robert Poplae doethe nowe 
owe unto me xx marks, as appe’rithe by severall obligacons made by the 
saide Robert Poplae, which obligacons I have delyvered to Richard 
Jenkynson of Pudsey, to the use of the said Elizabeth, and also 
xx marks, the reste of the fortie pounde to be tayken at the hands of 
my wife at the tyme of my decease, and delyvered to Richard 
Jenkynson of Pudsae, as yt shalbe renewed to the use of the said 
Elizabeth my Doughter, and the same Richarde Jenkynson shall have 
the kepinge, order, and governce of the said Elizabeth, and the said 
XL" unto suche tyme as she shall come and bee of the aige of xv yeares, 
and then at the said aige of xv yeares, or in tyme convenient, shortlie 
after then can be a maryedge agreed upon, Betwixte Wilyam Jenkynson, 
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sone of the saide Richarde, and the said Elizabethe, with their too 
consents, and with the advise of Robert Poplae, Henrie Batte, Richarde 
Jenkynson, and Willm. Talier, clorke, that then the saide xi" to be 
and goo to the use of the saide too p’sones married, and in caise the 
saide mariedge cannot be agreed upon at the said aige and tyme afore- 
said, then I will that the said Richarde Jenkynson have for his paynes 
xx* of the said xx", and then the residue to be gyven to the said 
Elizabeth, at suche tyme as the said Elizabethe, Robert Poplae, Henry 
Batt, and Willm. Talior, clerke, or any two of them shall thinke yt 
can bee proffitable to the saide, and yett in caise the saide Elizabeth die 
before she come to the said aige of xv yeares and tyme as aforesaide, 
Then I will that Willm. Jenkynson, sone of Richarde Jenkynson, have 
of the xx", ij" vj° vitj*, and Robert Rayner and Elizabeth his syster have 
betwixte them x", and Alice Westuroo other x", and Alice Birtebye 
11ij°, and Isabell Birtebye vj® viij*, and Margarite 
Birtbye vj° viij", and the rest of the fortie pounds that remaynethe, I 
will that it be distributed evenly to my brother p'cevell children, and 
to Agnes, and to Isabell, my sister children, all which bequests to be 
giuen and ordered by the advise and hands of Robert Poplae, Henrie 
Batte, Richard Jenkynson, and Willm. Talier, which fower men I put 
in truste, and desire to be sup'visors of my will, that all things be ful- 
filled after my mynde. Also I giue to p'cevell Jenkynson, an obligacon 
of fyue marks, which obligacon bearith date the sixte daie of ffebruarii, 
in the 37 yeare of Henrie the eighte, of most famous memorie, made 
by Thomas Wentworth, gentleman, of Goldesett, in Lincoln shier. 
Also I give to Ann my wife other too severall obligacons made by the 
said Thomas Wentworthe, in the one of the whiche obligacons, beringe 
date the 26 daie of Januarii, in the 36™ yere of the said Henrie the 
eyght, laite King, is contened the some of viij" vj* viij*, payable as 
appearithe by the same obligacon, and the other of the said obligacons 
beringe daite the eyghte daie of Marche, in the said 36™ yere of the 
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dublett. Itm., I give to Richard Jenkynson, my brothers sone, a 
violett coite and a ledder ierkyn, and to litle p’cevell Jenkynson a fur* 
coite, a cappe, a dagger, and a bag of ledder. Also I give to Robert 
Poplae, gentleman, my best gowne, a chambelett iackett, and a reade 
satten dublett. Itm., I give to Sir Willm. Calverlae and my ladie his 
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wife, either of them a golde ringe. Also I give to John Westuroo a 
freyst coite, and to his wife, a hatte and a paire of white hoise, and at 
the tyme of my buriall, I wilbe broughte furthe after the mynde of my 
wife and my frendes, ffinally the rest of all my goods that remayneth 
after my decease, neither given nor bequeathed, all manner of detts, 
legacies, content and paide, I give them hollie to Anne my wife, 
whome I make my full executrix, after my decease to dispoise for my 
soule as she thinkithe best. These men bearinge witness, Robert 
Poplae, Willm. Talior, and Richard Jenkynson, with others. 
Proved 23 April, 1550. 


32. Witt or Tuomas WILBE, 1550. 


In the name of God, amen, the yere of oure Lord God 1550, and 
the 3"° day of dec’bre. I, Thomas Wilbe of the prsh of Bateley, of 
good mynd, make this my last will and testament in maner and forme 
following: ffirst I bequeath and gif my soule to God almyghtie, and 
my bodie to be buried in the prsh churche yerde of allallos, at Batteley, 
and I gif to the churche warke of Batteley, xij*. Item, I giue to 
Isabell Wilbie a yowe. Itm., I gif to Anne Wilbie on yowe. Itm., I 
gif to Elizabeth my wife the take of my fermold during her widdohead, 
and to Nicholas my son, and if she marie, then Nicholas my son 
shall haue my said fermold during my terme, and my child” to haue 
succe™ of my fermhold so long as they agree, Moreover all my goods 
nather given nor bequest that remaineth after my buriall, and all costes 
and charges borne, and all maner detts and duties contented and paid, 
I gif them to Elizabeth my wif, Nicholas my son, John, Umfray, and 
Thomas, my child", whom I make my lawfull Executors, to dispose 
for my soull at their pleasure. These men beyng recorde, Umfray 
Rayner and William Bradley. 

Probate, 14 February, 1550. 


33. Warr of Rosern deer engin. 


In the name of God, amen, the yere of o" Lord god 1551, and 
the ij* daye of July. I, Roberte Lee of the pish of Batteley, of good 
hool mynd, makes this my last will and testament in the maner follow- 
inge: first I gife my saull to god almightie, and my bodie to be buried 
where it pleases God and my frends, and further I gif all the little goods 
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that I haue, to Emote my wif, Robert, William, and Thomas, my sones, 
whom I make my lawfull executors, to dispose for my saull or at their 
pleas®. These men beying witness, Edward Hallydaye and Christofer 
Birkbie, more and I gif the good will of my fermole to Emote my wif, 
to bring up my childe”, Robert, William, Thomas, and that she is with- 
all whilst she keepeth her widdohead and contynueth in my name, but 
and Emote my wif do marrie or take another husband, Then it is my 
mynd that on of my sones have the farmold, whyche can gett the lords 
favo" and please his frendes best. In Witness hereof, Randall Brere 
and William Speight. 
Probate 11 October, 1551. 


34. Wri or Srr Wiriiam Cop tey,* SproTBorouGH, 1556. 


In the name of the father, the Son, and the holye ghost, amen, 
the xij day of Aprile, in the yere of oure lord god a thousand five 
hundred fifty and six, and the second and third yeres of the Reignes of 
Philipp and Mary, by the grace of God King and queene of England, 
ffrance, Naples, Jerusalem, and Ireland, defender of the faith, prince of 
Spayne and Civile, Archduke of Awstre, Duke of Millayne, Burgund, 
and Brabant, Countes of Haspurge, fllanders, and Tyroll. 

I, Sir Willm. Copley of Sprotburghe, in the County of Yorke, 
Knyght, beyng of hool and good remembrance, giving thanks to 
almightie god my creator and redemer for the same, considering and 
calling to my remembrance that evy man and wooman as borne by 
the sufferance of god to com into this transitory worlde, and there to 
remayne so long and unto such tyme as it shall please god to take them 
unto his infinite incye, therfor for the lands and moveable goods which 
I am now and at the tyme of my said departure shalbe possessed and 
seased of, for eschewynge of all trobles that after my decease and 
departure furth of this transitore lyfe might ryst and happen betwixte 
my welbeloved wif dame Margaret Copley and my children, of and 
for the same makithe this my last will and testament in writing in 
maner and forme hereafter following: ffirste and principally I give, 
bequest, and frely comende, my soull to almyghtie god, and that my 
verye faith and beleve is throughe the merits of his passion to be saved, 
and my body to be buried in christianmans buriall where it shall please 
almighty god to take me to his infinite mcy furth of this transitory lif. 


& Second son of John Copley of Batley Hall. 
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Itm., I give for my mortuary as by the law and statutes of this Realme 
‘it is ordeyned and enacted, and to my curate for tythes and other dewties 
dew to him and negligently forgotten, v*. It., I further will that my 
Executors or executor shall pay all suche detts as I shall owe to any pson 
or Psons that can be duly and truly proved at the tyme of my departure 
from this mortall lif, of my wholl goods. It., I will that Dorothe 
Copley, frances Copley, Chrispher Copley, John Copley, and Phillippe 
Copley, younger, my sonnes and doughters, shall have the childs 
porcons of my goods, according to the custome of the countrey there 
used. It., I further will and bequeath to evry one of my yomen 
servants being in howse and dwelling w* me at my death, her wage 
then dew to them and evry one of them, one quarter wage further. 
It.. I giue to my welbeloved wif dame Margaret Copley all my pur- 
chased lands for terme of hir lif, and one peice of grounde lying in 
the fields Warmesworth and adioynyng to the mylne dam of Sprot- 
burghe, onely excepted, which peise of ground I give to my. son and 
heire Philippe Copley and to his heires for ev, and after the decease of 
my said wif all the aforsaid lands and tennts. except before excepted, 
to remayne to the heires of the body of me the said Sir Willm. Copley, 
of the body of the same dame Margaret lawfully begotten, and for 
defalte of suche isshue, the remaynder therof to the right heires of me 
the said Sir Willm. Copley, for eV. It, I remitte and forgive my 
cosen lyonell Portington such detts as he oweth me. It., I give and 
bequeath to my doughter in lawe Mary Copley, x1‘, to be taken of 
such detts as Sir Willm. Gascoigne, Knyght, doth owe me. It., I give 
and bequeath to my doughter Elizabeth Hauley, x1‘, to be taken of 
such rents as Sir Willm. Gascoigne dothe owe me. It., I bequeath to 
Richard Braten, xiij* and i1j", to be taken as is abovesaid, and to my 
cosyn lionell portyngton wif, xx*, to be taken as is abovesaid. The 
residue of all my goods and cattalls, my detts and b'gains paid, I frely 
give and bequeath to the said dame Margaret my wif, towards the relief 
of her and my childeren, whiche said dame Margaret my wif I make 
my sole Executor of this my last will and testament. Itm., I further 
constitute, and ordeyn and make my lovinge brother in lawe Sir 
Francis Hastings, Knyght, and francis frobysher, Esq., supvisors of 
this my said will, and I give to either of them xt*. Itm., I further 
will that my said wif in all things in and about the execution of this 
my said last will and testament, shall be advised and counselled by my 
supervisors for the welth and profitt of her and my children. Ther 
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beyng witness of my said last will, ffrancis ffrobysher, esq., lionell 
portington, Gent., Anthony Yedon, curate of Sprotburghe, and Richard 
Braiton, and to the same will I have sette my hande the daye and yere 
abovesaid. 


Proved 30 July, 1556. 


35. Witt or THomas WILzORE, 1557. 


In the name of God, amen, the 8th day of Decembre, and in the 
yeare of oure Lord God one thousand five hundred fifty seaven. I, 
Thomas Wilbore of Helaye, in the prsh of Batley, sike in bodye, but 
of perfect wit and memorye, doth ordene, constitute, and make this my 
last Will and testament in man* and formme followinge: ffirst, I give 
and bequeath my soull into the m‘cifull hands of my creator, maker, 
and redemer, Jesu Crist, with all the celestial company of heaven, and 
my bodye to be buried in the churche yeard of Batley aforesaid. Itm., 


’ to be a childe with her brethern. Itm., I give and bequeathe to Agnes 
Harrison iij"* xvij*, the which was her childe porcon, and that I laid 
furthe for her for the healinge of her leg, xx*, and I must receyve of 
the same Agnes xij". Itm., Willm. Bradleye dothe owe me vj for a 
caire of welles, and for the leading of xj lodes of stone, and I owe him 
for i1lj oxen twise gaite to rastricke. Itm., 1 give to the blessed 
sacrament ilij° ij". Itm., 1 give to Agnes Batleye xij*. I give and 
bequeathe to my brother Harrye a windle of rye and a mco. of shillings, 
and the rest of all my goods removeable and unmoveable I give and 
bequeathe to Jenet my wyfe, Willm., Thomas, and Edmund, my sonnes, 
whom I make my full executors of this my last will and testament, and 
as for the lease and take of my fermhold, I give to Jenet my wife, so 
long as she shall kepe hir in my name, and after hir, I will that my 
sonne Willm. shall have it. Theis bearinge witness, Willm. Clarkson, 
Edmund Brooke, Gregorye Grenewood, and Henrye Stone, w™ others, 
as Willm. Yokestall, clerke, Vicar of Batley. 
Probate, July, 1558. 


36. Witt or Tuomas Lee,* 1557. 


In the name of God, amen, the 26™ day of September, and in the 
yere of our Lord God 1557. I, Thomas Lee of Batley, seke of body, 


a The father of the Rev. William Lee, founder of the Grammar School, Batley. 
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but of p'fect wytt and memorye, doth constitute, ordayne, and make 
this my last will and Testament in maner and forme followinge: ffyrst, 
I give and bequeathe my soull into the mercyfull hands of my creator, 
maker, and redeemer, Jesu Chryst, and my body to be buryed where it 
shall please my frends to lay it. Item, I give and bequeathe to the 
churche of Batley ij’, and also I give and bequeathe to my syster.... 
a cowe and vj shepe, and furthermore to my kynsman Willm. Woodde 
vj vii’, and I also give and bequeath to ev'ye one of my god children 
xij’, and I give to Gregorye Greenwood a cowe, and furthermore I will 
that my ffather shall have his fyndinge at the house durynge his lyfe, 
and I give and bequeathe to Anne my wyfe, Willm. Lee, and John, my 
sonnes, the lease and tacke of my fermeholde durynge my yeres, and yf 
my wyffe die at this tyme, or marye, that then I will that my brother 
Gregorye shall have the occupation of yt to my children come to aige, 
and the residue of my goods I gyve and bequeathe to Anne my wyffe, 
Willm. and John my sonnes, whom I make my holl executors of this 
my last will and testament. Ther berynge witness, Richard Bright, 
John Armytaige, and George Greenwood be the supervisors of this my 
last wyll, to see yt fulfilled, and they to have for ther paynes ev'y one 
vj* and viij*. 


Proved 27 April, 1557. 


37, Witt or Anne) LEE, asia. 


In the name of God, amen, the 27 day of October, and in the 
year of oure Lord God 1557. I, Anne Lee of Batlay, in p"fect mynde 
and memorye, doth make this my last will and testament in man* and 
forme followynge: ffirst, I give and bequeathe my soull to God 
Almyghtie, St. Mary, and all the holy company of heaven, and my 
body to be buried in the church yerde of Batley. Itm., I give and 
bequeath to all the pore folke in Batley pish Townshippe a peck of rye, 
where as Ric. Bright and my brother Gregorie shall thinke neue. And 
also I give v yerdes of newe lynynge clothe to the churche, to be an 
alter clothe, and one twill towell to Richard Bright, one payre of bed 
stocks that are. . . . and to certeyne pore weamen ij gese and a halfe. 
Itm., to Gregorie my brother my best pair two sylver spones, ij peces 
of led, ij geise, and v swyne, to be fedde at my coste. Itm., I give to 
my syster Jane my best gowne, best petycote, best hatt, and capp, w™ 


& Mother of the Rev. William Lee, founder of the Grammar School, Batley. 
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all my napperye wayre, and also I give to Agnes Mylnes one hatt, and 
I give xx* to be disposed where I have appoynted Richard Bryght and 
my brother Gregorie. Itm., I give to Cyllyan Stone one petycote, and 
to her Doughter Jane a Kyrtle, and the residue of all my goodes I give 
to Willm. and John my sonnes, whome I make my hool executors of 
this my last will and testament. Ther beringe witness, Richard Bright 
and Gregorye Greenwoodde, and also I will that my brother Gregorye 
and Richard Bright shall have the orderinge of my children, so farre 
as my husband’s will bynde me to, and for the profitt and comodytie of 
them as my trust is in them. 


Probate, 27 April, 1558. 


38. Wit oF Ropert Lee, 1558. 


In the name of God, amen, the last day of June and in the yere 
Orson Lord Gadicics. I; Robert Lee of Wothersome, in the pishing 
of Batley, seke in bodie, but in p'fytt wytt and memorie, Doth orden 
and make this my last will and testament in maner and forme followinge : 
ffyrst, | gyve and bequeath my soull into the mercifull hand of my 
creator, maker, and Redemer, Jesu Christ, and my bodie to be buried 
in the churche yerd of batlay beforsaid, and I gyve and bequeath to 
John and Richard_ Lee, my sonnes, all my land in leeds, to them and 
thaire haires for eV. Also I gyve and bequeath to Thomas Lee my 
Sonne, all my Land at Thornell, to hym and his haires for ev. I gyve to 
Robert Lee and his haires for e, all my land at Hetton, and to Roger 
Lee and his haires fore’, all my land in the pishe of Batlay, and also 
I will that Elizabeth my Doughter shall Recave the rent of my house 
in hecconwyke, within the prishe of Bourstall, now in the tefie’ of 
Lawrance Armitage, xx* in the yere during the terme of x yeres, and | 
will that Willm. Tee may jsonne; shall have all my land in eae 


he shall Receaue any comoditie or are and the Residue of all my 
goods I gyve and bequeath to Elizabeth my wyff, John Lee, Richard 
Lee, Thomas, Robert, Roger, my sonnes, and Elizabeth my Doughter, 
whom I make my full executors of this my last will and testament, 
and yet further more I give and bequeath to Willm. Akerode, my close 
Chkynlay to hym and his haires for ev", payinge therefore xt" to my 
executors, and [ will that Elizabeth my Doughter shall have over and 
beside hir childe porcon xx‘, and I will that maister Dighton and 
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Willm. Lee my sonne be the supervisors of this my last will. Ther 
beringe witness, M* Dighton, Thomas Foxcroft, Sir Thomas Coplay, 
priest, Gregorie Greenwood, w™ others. 


Proved 22 July, 1558. 


39. Writ or Rocer Barre, 1561. 


Will of Roger Batte of Wakefield, dated 10 March, 1560, . 
to be buried in the prsh. church Wakefield, ‘‘ Near unto my staules end.” 
Also I make supervisors of this my will, George Batte of Bustall, and 
John Batte his sone. Mentions Elizabeth his wife. 

Proved 20 January, 1561. 


40. Witt or Tuomas SHEARD, OvENDEN, Hatirax, 1565. 


In the name of God, amen, the 12 September, 1565. I, Thomas 
Sheard of Ovenden, in the prsh. of Halifax, within the co. of York, 
wolman, of whole mynd and pfete remembrance, but ..... and 
troubled with seckness, and therfore fearinge and mistrustinge the un- 
certantie of this myserable and wretched world, do ordayne and make this 
my last will and testament in manner and forme as hereafter ensuythe: 
frst and principallie I do giue and bequeathe my soull unto God 
almyghtie o* heavenlie father, surlie Trustynge and Stedfastlie belevinge 
to haue full remisscon of all my synes in the blod sheddyng of his 
most dearlie beloved sone o* Savor Jesu Christ, and in the meritte of 
his blessed passion, and my bodie to be buried in the churche or churche 
garthe of Halifax, Emongst the bodies of other faithe full people of 
God, and one mortuarie to the Vicar of the same churche, according to 
the Raite of the late prince of most famous memorie King Henrye the 
eigth statutes for that purpose established and p'vided, ffirst, it is my will 
that I be decentlie brought furthe of all my goods according to my 
vocacon, and whereas before the daite hereof by my deed bearing Date 
the seavent of June, in this instant seaventhe yeare of the reigne of o* 
soveryne ladie queene Eliz that now is, I have gyven and delivered by 
the good will and consent of Margaret Sheard, my wyfe, to Mychaell, 
Martyn, Mathew, and luke Sheard, my sones, and Sibell Sheard, my 
Doughter, the full some of one hundrethe pounds of good and lawful 
English money, as by the said deide bearing date as it more plainlie it 
appeareth, the said whiche gyfte I will shall be and remayne fyrme and 
stable, and irremovable, in althings, and contente accordinge to the pro- 
portine and terme of the same deide, this my last will, or any other thinge 
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or content to the contrarie not withe standing, also I do gyue and bequithe 
to the saide Margaret my wyff, the full third parte of the Residue of all 
my goods, cattells, detts, and implements, where withe she the said being 
prs‘ at the making and reading hereof, for the naturall faver and good- 
will she hath and bearithe to her said children is agred and fullie con- 
tented, also I gyve to John Davye x", also I gyve and bequithe to . 
Davye xt’. To the said John xt*. I do gyve also and bequeathe to 
Thomas byshoppe of Surrobie, in Lincolnshire, x*. I do gyve and 
bequithe to ev'y one of my god children xij". I do gyve also and 
bequithe to Grace . . . vi vilj*. I do gyve also and bequithe to Eliz™ 
barwike, my Sister, ij* 11)". I do gyve also and bequithe to Edward 
Haldesworthe, my wyfes brother, two stone of shotte wolle, to make 
his children clothes to array them withall The other two ptes and 
residue of all my goods, cattells, detts, and implements, besides the 
said hundreth pounds gyven by deide as is said, the said third pte 
appoynted to the said Margaret Sheard, my wyfe, my detts, legaces, and 
funeral expences deducted and dyscharged, I gyve and bequethe to the 
said Mychaell, Martyn, Mathew, luke, and Sibell Sheard, my children, 
whom with the said Margaret Sheard, my wyfe, I do ordayne and make 
my lawful Executors of this my last will and testament, also I have 
desired my verye faithful frends M* John Waterhouse of Schysden, 
Gentleman, as principall, Robert Sheard, my brother, John Craven, 
~ John Whitley, Thomas Wilkinson, and William Oats, to be supervisors 
of this my said last will and Testament, unto whom I gyve authoritie 
and power to ov'see, correct, and assyste my said Executors in all things 
for, about, and asurringe the true executinge and p"formance of this my 
last will and testament according to the terms of the same. The which 
said supervisors I will shall have there costes and charges fullie borne 
anders ft. of my said goods. Witnes, Rob’ Bryghouse, Henrie 
Ryshworthe, John Spencer, Thomas Gledhill, and William Burton, 
Gylberte Galdsworthe, John Hedgyerde. 
Proved 7 November, 1565. 


41. Witt or Dame Jane Nevite* or MasHamM AnD 
CaRLINGHOW, 1565. 
In the name of God, amen, the xv daye of december, 1565, I, 
Jane Nevile, laite of Masham, and now being at Batlye, in the Countie 


® The testator was the widow of Thomas Nevile of Masham, a younger son of the house of 
Raby, and mother of Agnes Nevile, the wife of Robert Eland of Carlinghow. 
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of Yorke, wyddowe, sike in bodye but pfyte in mynd, doithe ordayne 
and make my last will and Testament in maner and forme followinge : 
ffyrst I gyve my soule vnto God and my bodye to be buried in the hyhe 
queare at Batley. Itm., I gyve and bequithe vnto Sir Xtofer Danbye, 
Knyght, xx‘, and to my ladye Danbye, his bedfellowe, x*. Itm, I gyve 
and bequithe vnto Sir Thomas Danbye, Knyght, xx*, and to my ladye 
his wif, x. Itm., I gyve and bequithe vnto M’* extofer Danbye, M* 
Marmaduke Danbie, and Mr. James Danbie, euiry of them x*. Itm., 
I gyve unto my mayde Alise Wywell one litle Sil? Salte. Itm., I 
bequithe vnto John Batte xx*. Itm., I gyve and bequithe vnto Eliz™ 
Eland, doughter of Robt. Eland, my sonne in lawe, Thirtene pounds 
six shillings eight pence, toward the preferment of hir marrigge. Itm., 
I gyve vnto John Eland, sonne of the said Robt. Eland, and to Jane 
Eland, his doughter, either of them six pounde thirtene shillings foure 
pence. Itm., I bequithe to Robt. Whitley xx. Itm., I gyve vnto 
Margarey May, my sirvnt at Masham, vj° viij’, and to etty of my other 
sirvnts at Masham ij. Itm., I make and ordayne the said Robarte 
Eland my full Executor, vnto whom I gyve and bequithe the Residue 
of all my goods and cattells, also I ordayne and make Henrie Batte my 
Brother in lawe supvisor of this my last will and Testament, requyringe 
hym to see the same pformed, and for his paynes to be taken therein I 
will that my said Executor shall gyve vnto hym the said Henrie, Three 
pound six shillings eight pence. 

Thes witnesses, John Batte, Willm. Chadwick, Thomas Ramsden, 
Robt. Whitley, Robt. Hartley. 

Proved 30 September, 1579. 


42. Witt or CuristopHER NETTLETON OF OKEWELL, 1569. 


Will of Xtoper Nettleton of Okewell in the prsh. of Birstall, 
dated 4th June, 1569. To be buried in the prsh. church, Birstall. 
Bequeaths to Alice his wife the south p‘lor and the chamber over the 
same p'lor, and lands, etc., also one great cubbord in the buttery. To 
Henry his son one great cubbord and one great panne, standing in 
the south p'lor. Mentions John his son, Mary his daughter, and such 
childe my wife is withall, also the “‘ ynge at the brecks yate.” 

Proved 1 March, 1569. 
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43. Witt oF Joun Foxcrort, 1571. 


Will of John Foxcroft of the prsh. or Chapelrie of Eland, dated 
§ January, 1571. Bequeaths lands, &c., at Hedingley, Ryshworth, 
&c. Mentions his sons, Abm., Marke, Luke, and Henry, Jenet, his 
wife ; and makes Jenet, his wife, Thomas Foxcroft, my brother, of the 
prsh. of Batley, and Anthony Hirst his Exors. 

Proved October, 1571. 


44. Witt oF Henry Bartz, 1571. 


In the name of God, amen, the Seconde daye of Januarii, in the 
yeare of our Lord God 1571. I, Henrye Batte of Haghe, in the 
Countie of Yorke, gent., of holle and pfete mynd and good remem- 
berance, maketh my last will and Testament in maner and forme 
followinge: fyrst I gyve and bequethe my soull to god almyghtie, and 
my bodye to be buried Xtian Buriell where it shall please god. Also, 
where I have longe afore this tyme gyven unto John Batte, my sonne, 
all the goods and cattells which I have at Birstell and Ricrofte, now by 
this my last will and Testament I gyve and bequethe unto the said John 
Batte, my sonne, all my goods and cattells which I have at Haghe, or 
in any other place within the realme of England, and I will that the 
said John Batte shall of his costes and charges bringe upp and educate 
suche childe as my wyfe is nowe withall, when God shall send her deliver- 
ance, and further I will that the said John shall gyve and paye unto the 
said child, whether it be a sonne or doughter, a hundreth marks of 
lawful money, when it shall come to the aige of xxj yeares, yf God 
sende the said childe to be then lyvinge, and I gyve unto the said John 
Batte, my sonne, and to his heires for ev, all my land, tenements, and 
hereditaments, which I haue not before to hym gyven, and I make and 
ordayne the said John Batte my sole and lawfull Executor of this my 
last will and Testament, he to dispose and do in all things withe my 
said lands and goods as I haue heretofore declared to hym, by his good 
discrecon, as my speciall trust is in hym. Witness hereof written with 
my own hand. 

Witness— Edward Birkebye. 

Proved 8 December, 1572. 


45. Wut or Grorce NeEveELL, or HicH PopLeweELL, 1577. 


In the name of God, amen. I, George Nevell of hie poplewell, 
in the countie of Yorke, Gentleman, hole of mynde and pfecte memorie, 
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beinge deceased in my bodie, do make this my last will and testament 
the sixte daie of January, in the yeare of oure lorde god a thousande five 
hundrithe threscore and seventene, in mann and forme followinge: ffirste, 
I give and bequithe my soule to almightie God who the most bitter 
and painefull passion vpon the crose for my redemption, who was loste 
by my father Adam syne, but through his blode sheadinge wherein I 
stedfastlie beleve to be saved and washed frome all my synes and wicked- 
nes, and to be one of his electe, and chosen to come unto his Kingdome, 
and theare to remane with Abrafim, Isacke, and Jacobe, for ett and ew, 
amen, and also I will that my bodie be laide in some pte of Nevelle 
queare, amongeste my ancesors. Also I will that all my debts and 
funtille be paide and taken owte of my hole goodes. Also I will that 
my wiffe haue the halffe of my goods to her dewe righte. Also I give 
vnto her the cubburde nexte the milkehouse doore. Also I give and 
bequithe to M* Robte. Nevell, a crose bowe withe the Racke arrowes 
and boltes to the same bowe, and all the howkes and crowkes with 
other things in litle bagge for making of Stringes. Also I give and 
bequithe to M* Mathew Nevell, ij large bowes of ewe, and thre quivers 
withe shaftes in theme. Also I give and bequithe to the saide M* 
Mathewe, lorde of my house, all the glase windowe, willinge and desir- 
inge my neighboures Willm. brouke and John brouke, thelder, of 
the Scholes, and theire heires, as they love and beare good will to a 
Nevell, to take bonde of theme that shall come to dwell at hie pople- 
well, to vpholde and menteyne the glase windowe quaflless in theme, 
hern so that M™ Mathewe come to the howse to dwell, yf it be w‘hin 
two yeares after my decease, I will that ye shall let hime have theme 
after a reasonable price, and if they that a™ in the howse will not be 
bounde to vphoulde theme, then_I will desire Willm. Browke and John 
Browke to take theme downe euy one and sell theme, and so to put the 
valewe thearof in a stoke of shepe, gevinge the increase thearof yearlie 
to the mantenance of heaton chappell, and serving theare, Provided 
allwaies the saide Willm. and John and theire heires for seinge them 
received and paide, shall haue the thirtenthe penny for there paines. 
Also I give and bequithe to my sister M’gerie Nevell, the beste cowe 
at my howse with thre wedders, and x* to by her a gowne. Also I give 
and bequithe to Jane Nevell, the presser or copborde nexte the borde 
ende in the hall, which was my wiffe Marie desire if she leved after me. 
Also I give and bequith to Willm. brigg, M* Copleye ma, a tynrell 
wth armer and flightnetts and all that is in a pocke, and also my staffe 
for the same, and a paire of lether hose withe gordes of yellow. Also 
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I give to Thomas, his brother, and yonge Richarde brigg, their cosinge, 
thre brotheringe tents with latts to theme, and also two boxes withe 
bretheringe toyles in theme, and all my paterons with a bowke of 
gardinge knotts, and also a bowke ffor measuringe of lande set oute 
in peggers, and also I give and bequithe to the forenamed Thomas 
Brigg, a paire of white hose stiched the briches, and allso a hande 
throwe with the toiles in yt. Also I give and bequithe to Richarde 
Hepworthe, one oxe or whie stirke of a yeare oulde or vpwarde. 
Also I give and bequithe to Elizabethe Hepworthe, his sister, a whie 
of two yeares oulde, and thre wethers, with a cupborde that was my 
wiffes, at bradforde. Also I giue and bequithe to Jennett Mytton, 
my maide, a whie stirke of a yeare or vpwarde. Also I giue and 
bequithe to my cosinge Gervas Nevell of Chete, my greate ringe, 
Provided allwaie that he shall paie and deliv in my name to James 
Nevell of Notton, fortie shillings, and to his son gervas Nevell who 
is youre god sune, x‘, and also | will that ye shall delit? or cause to be 
delivered to one Nevell, a taylor, at Kellington, x‘, to the helpe of 
theire children, Desiringe youe good cosinge Nevell to let the ringe 
remane to my cosinge henrie youre sone, the ring is worth aboute ij". 
Also I giue and bequithe george grave, Thomas Graue, and my elder 
boye, Willm. Mylner, with Robte. Wood, etly one of theme a wether 
shepe. Also I give and bequithe to my nece Jane Nevell, the halffe of 
all my goods quicke and deade, after my debts and furtall, with my 
wiffe due pte taken, so that my nece Jane pte willbe the ffowerth pte 
or third pte. I giue and bequithe to my saide nece Jane Neuell, my 
mill. I giue and bequithe to my cosinge Averay Copley, my dogg caulled 
Companyon, with a newe Carlill slipp and a coller, with a mayne come. 
Also I give and bequithe to my cosinge Edward Copley, a greate bowke 
called gower. Also I give and bequithe to my cosinge M'tyne beinge 
of frickley, and to his bedfellow, a litle baskitt to searve breade, salte 
trenchers withe spoines to his table, a vice to sett in hogsheads to drawe 
beare at. Also I will that James Gibson shall have my greate sworde. 
Also I will that mrn. Nevell of Chete, shall haue a litle basket for the’ 
table, to beare salte breade trenches in. Also I will that Robte. Horton 
shall haue my litle sword. Also I will that Willm. Browke shall haue 
my doble bellowes, and my grayned staffe with my best night capp of 
veluet. Also I will that Edward Brigg shall haue a printinge stone 
withe a morter to it, and in capcast with inkhorns and other nyfles, with 
a blacke chinestone for multyplyinge and devidinge. 
Proved 20 April, 1578. 
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46. Witt oF Witt1am WILzoreE, 1582. 


In the name of God, amen, the 18 daye of ffebruarie, in the 
yere of our Lord God a thousand fyve hundrethe four score and two, 
and in the 25 yeare of the Reigne of our soveraigne Ladie queine 
Elizabeth. I, Willm. Wilbore of Healey w’thin the pyhe of Batley, of 
the County of Yorke, yeom., sicke in bodie yet of whole mynd and of 
good and p*fet remembrance, praysed be god, do ordene, declare and 
make this my last will and testament in forme followinge: ffirst I comitte 
my soule unto almyghtie god, and my bodie to be buried in the churche 
or churche yard of Batley aforesaid. Itm., I giue and grant, devise and 
bequiethe unto John Wilbore, yonger son of Edmund Wilbore, and to 
the heirs of his bodie of the said John lawfullie begotten or to be 
begotten, all my messuages, cottages, houses, Buildings, Laithes, 
orchards, gardens, garthings, croftes, closes, myddowes, pastures, 
woode, Rev'sions, Lands, tenements, comons, p'cells of Lands, and 
hereditaments whatsoever, sett, lyinge, and beinge in Healey, Carling- 
howe, Batley, and . . . in the Countie of Yorke, together with all my 
dedes, charters, and writings concerning the same ; and for default of 
such issue I will that all the same shall wholie remain to Henrie Wil- 
bore, elder brother of the said John, and now son and heire apparent 
of the said Edmond, and to the heires of the bodie of hym the said 
Henrie lawfullie begotten or to be begotten; and for default of suche 
issue I will that all the same shall remane and come to the said Edmond 
and to the heires maile of his bodie lawfully begotten or to be begotten; 
and for default of suche issue Then I will the same shall remaine to 
Thomas Wilbore, son of Thomas Wilbore my brother, deceased, and 
to his right heires for ever, savinge and always excepted that I give and 
graunte, devise and bequiethe unto Jane my wyfe, duringe so longe 
tyme as she shall kepe her selfe widdowe and unmarried after my death, 
all and singular the said lands and p*imises, savinge one close of Land 
and myddowe called Stockwell Roid, and four Lands lying in Healey 
field, all w™ close and Lands in Healey feilde I will that my said 
Brother Edmond shall at my deathe enter unto and frome thence furthe 
occupie duringe the minoritie of his said sones, he and they yealdinge 
and payinge ther fore to the said Jane yearlie duringe her said widdowe 
head thirtene shillings fourpence of lawfull English money, at tymes 
usual in the yeare by even porcions; and I will that yt shalbe Lawfull 
for my said wyfe duringe the tyme of her widdow head to gytt cooles 
in the said close at maye daye and mychaelmas yearlie, for her owne 
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house use; and also I will that the said Thomas Wilbore, my brothers 
sone, shall have tene pounds to hym geven and paid by the said 
Edmond my brother, in recompence of the said my whole lands, at 
such tyme as he shall accomplish the aige of fyftene yeares. Also I 
will that the said Edmond shall give and paye to Jane Wilbore, sister of 
the said Thomas, other tene pounds when she shalbe also xv” yeares 
of aige, and if eyther of them shall dye before payment then f* maid, 
I will that the longer lyver of theme shall have the whole tene pounds. 
Itm., I give, devyse, and bequiethe to the said John Wilbore my 
cobord and the cealinge adioyninge, so that the same may remaine 
where yt stands for an heire lome. Itm., I give to the said Henrie 
Wilbore one wether shepe. Itm., I give to Ann Wilbore one ewe. 
Itm., to Alice Keighley one ewe. Itm., to the thre sones of Willm. 
Keighley two wethers, and to the thre younger sones of Robert Wode 
other two wethers, and also to the two doughters of the said Roberte 
eyther of them one ewe. Itm., I give to Thomas Roodes my godson 
an ewe, w™ I will shalbe Kepte two yeares w her increase on my 
grounde to his use after my deathe. Itm., I give to Elline my s'vant 
one ewe, one hogg, and sexe shillings eyghte pence of money, also to 
John Wood tene shillings, w™ money I will that the said Edmond my 
brother shall paye. I give to everie one of my god children seven pence 


my brother all the Rye that is growinge on two lands of myne in 
Healey field. Itm., I give to Thomas Stone all the ap'ell and Rayment 
that I do nowe were on me, my cloke onlie excepted. Itm., I will that 
Edmond Wilbore shall give to Edmond Dewhurst two shillinges of 
money. Itm., I give to the said Jane Wilbore Doughter of Thomas 
Wilbore one ewe. The residue of my goodes and cattalles, corne and 
thinges, not before geven nor bequiethed, I do frelie give and bequeithe 
all the same unto the said Jane my wyfe. And I will that my said 
brother Edmond in consideration of the gifte to his children of my 
said Lands, shall w" his goodes pay all my detts and bring me honestlie 
furthe, and I ordeyne and make hym the said Edmond Wilbore my 
sole Executor of this my last will and testament, whereunto I have sett 
my seale the day and yeare first above written. Witness hereof John 
Dighton, gentleman, John Bentley, Thomas Smythe alias Thorppe, 
John Mylnes a/ias Sheppard, John Atkinson, Thomas Walshey, Bryan 
Savill, and M* John Haldesworthe, the writer. 
Proved Vicesimo tertie April, 1584. 
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47. Witt or THomas Coptey, 1584. 


In dei ndie, Amen, the 11 daye of June in the yeare of our Lord 
God a thousand fyue hundrethe eyghtie foure. I, Thomas Copley, 
sicke of bodie and of good and prfect remembrance praysed be 
almyghtie god, do make and ordeyne this my last will and testament 
in man and forme followinge: first, I bequiethe my soule into the 
hands of almyghtie god my creator and redemer, and my bodie to be 
buried in the churche of Batley. Itm., I do give unto Richard Olrede 
my brother, one house in Havercrofte and two closes in hav'crofte, with 
thre acres of arable land win the field of Batley for xxj yeares after my 
deathe, payinge to the lordes of Batley yearlie thirteen shillings four 
pence. Itm., I give to Willm. Burghe my cosine, one acre and a halfe 
of land lyinge in the upper field. Itm., I give to Marmaduke Burghe 
one close called the Ing acres and terme lands lyinge under the Mylne 
hill butinge upon the becke. Itm., I give to Marmaduke Burghe my 
beaste that I haue of Alexander Garladie. Itm., I giue to the doughter 
of Willm. Robinsone, of Leeds, ... shillings. Itm., I give to Shawe 
wife, of Laxton, . . . shillings. Itm., I give to Anne Grenewood two 
sylver spones. Itm.,I give to Willm. Burghe my greate stythe w™ all 
my workine geare or toyles, and he to paye to his syster Anne Burghe 

. shillings for my one paire of Bellowes. Itm., I give to John Savile 
one yewe, two hogges, and one lamb. Itm., I giue to Thomas 
Cornsmythe, my man, one Stithie w'" a paire of Bellowes, payinge 
sexe shillings eyghte pence where I do appoint, that is to Elizabeth 
Kay, my maid. Itm., I do giue to everie one of my brother Olrede 
children sexe shillings eyghte pence. The residue of my goodes un- 
begeathed, my detts paid, my .. . and bargains discharged. I ordeyne 
Richard Olrede, the elder, Willm. Burghe, and Marmaduke Burghe, my 
full Executors of this my last will and testament. I ordeyne M* John 
Dighton, and M* Thomas Copley, Vicar of Batley, M* John Dighton, 
senior, and Willm. Armitage, clarke. 

Proved 25 June, 1584. 


48. Wit oF Roserr Exanp, 1§90. 


In the name of God, Amen, the seavententhe day of October, 
Anno Doni 1590. I, Robert Eland of Carlinghowe, in the Countie of 
York, sicke in bodie notwithstandinge of good and p'fct remembrance, 
God be praysed for the same, do ordeyne and make this my last will 
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and Testament in manor and forme followinge: first, I bequeithe my 
soule into the hands of Almyghtye God my creator Trustynge throughe 
the merittes and passion of his sonne Jesis Chryst to be saved, and my 
bodie to be buried w" in the church of Batley. Itm., my will is that 
all my dettes shalbe first paid furthe of all my goodes, Then two pts. 
of all my goodes I give and bequiethe unto Thomas Eland, my sonne, 
and to two of my youngest Doughters, that is to say Alice Eland and 
Cicelie Eland, equallie to be divided amongst them, saving certain 
legacies hearafter in this will to be named and appointed, and the rest 
of my goodes unbequiethed I will shalbe divided amongst the said 
Thomas, Alice, and Cicelie, after my funerall expenses and legacies be 
discharged. Itm., I give and bequiethe to Nycholas ffurbanke, my 
s'vant, tenne shillings. Itm., I give and bequeithe to Marmaduke 
Eland, my sonne and heire, one bedstead and one square table standing 
in the p'lour, and one longe table, one counter, and one longe settle, 
standing in the Hall. Itm., I give and bequiethe unto Thomas Wood 
one Blacke Dublett. Itm., I do ordeyne and make the said Marma- 
duke Eland my full and whole Executor of this my last will and testa- 
ment, finallie. I do make Thomas Norcliffe, gentleman, my sonne in 
lawe, sup'visor of this my last will, and in remembrance thereof I give 
unto hym the said Thomas Norcliffe my great gould ringe w™ the 
signet. 

3 In Witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand the day and 
yeare above written. Witness, Thomas Norcliffe, ffrancis Woodrove, 
John Dighton, Edmond Beamonte. 

Proved December, 1590. 


49. Witt or THomas GRENEWOODE, 1590. 


In the name of God, amen. The one and twentye daye of Julie 
in the yeare of our lord god one thousand five hundrethe foure score 
and tene. I, Thomas Grenewoode, of Bowdroide, wthin the pishe of 
Dewsburye, of the dioces of Yorke, Clothier, sicke in body but of 
whole mynd and in good and pfect memorye, praysed be god, doe 
ordeyne, declaire, and make this my testament and last will in maner 
and forme ffollowinge: ffirst, I comitt my soule to god and my 
bodye to be decentlie buryed. Itm., I give and bequeth to Willm. 
Grenewoode, my eldest sonne, one longe bowe, one shaffe of arrowes, 
one steele cape, one armyne sworde, one Blacke clooke, one paire of 
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newe botes, and one hacney saddell. Itm., I give and bequethe to 
Richard Grenewood, my sonne, for and in the name of his childes 
pte and filiate porcon of all my goodes, chattells, and credittes, by 
and after my deathe, Twentye poundes of Lawfull Englishe money, 
to be paid to hym the said Richard, his Executors or assigns, in 
maner and forme followinge. That is to Witt, vpon the fower and 
twentye daye of auguste, w™ shalbe in the yeare of our lord god one 
thousand fyve hundrethe fowre score and twelue, and vpon the fowre 
and twentye daye of Auguste, w™ shalbe in the yeare of our lord 
god one thousand fyve hundrethe fowre score and thirtene, other tenne 
poundes, the residue w™ I truste he will accepte accordinglie. But yff 
he refuse so to doe, then this my legacie and gyfte to hym hearbye maid 
shalbe to hym vtterlie void. Itm., I give and bequiethe to the said 
Willm. Grenewood, my sonne, all such goodes and thinges as he haithe 
of myne in his owne custodie and possession. And whereas Christofer 
Mytchell, my Sonne in Lawe, by one indenture of lease bearinge date 
eyght day of October, in the xxx" yeare of the reigne of our soveraigne 
Ladie quene Elizabethe that nowe is, and by copie of courte roll hathe 
demysed, granted, and to farme Letted to me the said Thomas Grene- 
wood, the moytie or halfe pte of all those his Messuages, Lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments, w™ their appurtenances, beinge copie hold 
Landes Lying and beinge in Dewsburye aforesaid, and one close of 
frehold land called the bigge Roid, and also the moytie or halfe of one 
other closse of frehold Land called the longe closse w" thappurtenances 
in Dewsburye aforesaid, except one Medowe called the litle ynge, 
To have and to hold all the same except before excepted, to me the 
said Thomas Grenewoode, my executors and assignes, from the feast 
of the puryficacon of Blessed Marye the Virgine then last past before 
the date of the said indenture, for and duringe the terme nyne and 
twentye yeares from thence next hisweing, fullie to be complett and 
ended as by the said indenture and copie of court roole nowe at large 
apparentlye. I doe nowe ordeyne and make the said Christoper 
Mytchell, my sonne in lawe, and the before said Willm. Grenewoode, 
my sonne, Executors of this my psent last will and testament, and I 
doe graunt, surrender, and yeld vpe, devyse, and bequiethe, to hym the 
said Christofer Mytchell, the beforesaid Moytie and halfe pte of all 
the said messuage, landes, tenements, hereditaments, and other things 
what soever, in any wyse so to me demysed, graunted, surrendered, or 
to farme Letten by hym the said Christofer Mytchell and Margaret his 
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wyfe, or eyther of them, together w™ my said indenture of lease and 
copie of court roole, and all my righte title and interest w™ I have and 
maye haue of, in, and to the same, duringe all the rest and residue of 
the said terme of nyne and twentye yeares yet to come and expend, 
and also I give, graunt, and bequiethe, to them the before said Christofer 
Mytchell and Willm. Grenewood, all my whole goodes and cattalls 
what soever I haue or ought to haue, equallie to be devided betwene 
them two. In consideration whereof I will that they the said Christofer 
Mytchell and Willm. Grenewood, shall faithfullie paye and discharge 
all my dettes w™ I doe owe to any psone or psones, and bringe me 
honestlie furthe, pforme this my will, and discharge my fun‘all expenses. 
And further more my will and intente is that he the said Christofer 
Mytchell, in consideracon that I haue given and surrendered backe 
againe to hym my whole said lease w® I had at his handes, shall 
demyse, graunt, and conveye, and to farme lett to the said Willm. 
Grenewoode, my sonne, the full moytie and halfe pte of one other 
messuage or tenement, and of all the houses, buyldinges, Landes, 
tenements, and hereditaments in the same belonginge, w™ thappurten- 
ances in Bowdroid and Dewsburye aforesaid, Lait in the tenure or 
occupacon of hym the said Christofer Mytchell, and where vpon he 
dyd last dwell, To have and to hold all the said moytie or halfe pte of 
the said other messuiage or tenement, Landes, and pmises, w™ thappurt- 
enances, to the said Willm. Grenewoode, his executors and assignes, 
from the feast of the puryfication of Blessed Marye the Virgine now 
last paste to them of xxvij yeares from thence nexte ensewinge, for the 
yearlie rent of ffyftie shillings ther fore payinge to the said Christofer 
Mytchell and his heires at Martynmas and pentecost by even porcons 
duringe the said terme. Itm.,I give and bequiethe to hym the said 
Willm. Grenewood, my sonne, one paire of Walker Sheares, any thinge 
herein above mencioned to the contrarie in any wyse not wythstandinge, 
and further more I desyre and praye Robert Bedfurthe and Nycholas 
Armytage, my neighbours, to be supervisors of this my psent last will 
and testament, And that they will Vouchsafe to se the same trulie 
pformed accordinge to my good intent and true meaninge. Witnesses 
hereof, Robert Bedfurth, Edward Stainsfield, John Haldesworthe, 
Edward Broke. 
Proved Sextimo December, 1590. 
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so. Witt oF JoHN GREATHEAD, 1595. 


Will of John Greathead, of the prsh. of Batley, dated 1° Jan’, 
1595. Body to be buried in “ The church of Batley, aforesaid, in the 
middle alley.’ Gives to Alice Bury, his sister, 26° 8° yearly during 
life, to be paid her by her son Thomas out of the rents of his lands in 
Pontefract, and bequeaths all the above lands to the said Thomas and 
his heires. Mentions Thomas Wormall and Frances Wormall, leaves 
each 20 markes. Leaves Robert Simpson all his personal apparel). 
“To the poore in Morley 5°, To the poore in Gildersome 5°, to the 
Poore in Batley townshippe 6° 8", and to the poore in churwell 3° 4°, 
and to be distributed at the discretion of my Executrix, and Nicholas 
Rayn’, and the Churchwardens there. Also I will that the glasse and 
seeling in my house chamber and p'lour shall stand and not be removed, 
but remain as heir looms. Itm., I will that the bed stocks in the nether 
p'lor, and the table w'" two longe buffets in the same p'lor, and one 
cupboard in the little buttery, shall stand and remain as heir looms and 
not be removed.” Gives his term of lease to Alice Bury and her son 
Thomas, which he had from Cestere Crommic of a tenement, &c., at 
Woodkirke. He gives to Willm. Armitage, the writer hereof, 3° 4°. 
He ordains that “One iron range in the Kitchen and another in the 
Hall, and they to remain at my house at Scolecroft as heir looms,” his 
wife to have the use of them during her life. 

His wife Isabel, Executrix. Avery Copley of Batley, Esq., and 
Francis Savage, supervisors, to have 20° each. 

Witness, Willm. Armitage, clarke, George Simpson, Robert Batley 
of Pontefract, Willm. Birkeby, George Beames. 

Proved 26 March, 1596. 


g1. Witt or ALveREy CopLey, 1597. 


In the Name of God, Amen, the eight day of December, Ann. 
Diii 1597, and in the fortieth yeare of the Reigne of our Soveraigne 
Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God Queen of England, ffrance, and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc. I, Alverey Copley of Batley, in 
the County of York, Esq., do the day of the day hereof, p™nounce, 
ordeyne, constitute, and declare this my last will and testament in 
manner and forme following: and first and principally I do commend 
and comitt my soule unto the handes of almightie God by whome and 
in whose meritts and death I hope for remission of my synnes and 
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everlasting life after death. Itm., I do hereby revoke adnihilatt, 
make frustrate and voyde, all and evy former willes. and testam® 
heretofore by me made (if any such be), and all and eVy thinge and 
matter therein contayned and devised. Itm., I do give and bequeath 
to Sheffield Savile, Esquier, who married my daughter Katherine, 
twentie pounds in money to be paid unto him in Liewe and satisfaction 
to him of all legacies or right whatsoever w™ he might or may in any 
wise p'tend or clayme out of my goods or chattells, in the right of 
Katherine his wife, my daughter, after my death. Itm., I give unto 
my sonne and heire apparent, Edward Copley, Gent., two tables and 
the formes belonging to the same tables w™ said tables and formes are 
in my hall house at Batley aforesaid, one rounde table or borde in the 
baie window of my hall house, one cupbord in the same hall house, and 
one iron Rawnge in the chimney of the said hall house, and two 
Kneding troughes in my boulting house, and one iron Rawnge in 
the Kitchen, and two meale arkes in the boulting house, and all the 
boordes or tables in my Kitchen at Batley, saving one borde or table 
that I did make this last yeare. Itm.,I do give to the said Edward 
Copley, my sonne, my brewing copper panne at Batley. Itm., I do 
give to Dorothie Copley, wife to my said sonne Edward Copley, foure 
ounds. Itm., I do give to Alverey Copley, eldest sonne to the afore- 
said Edward Copley, fyve pounds in money and two great standing 
guilt silver cuppes w** one cov" thereto. Itm., I do give to Willm. 
Copley, brother to the aforesaid Alverey, fyve pounds, and to John 
Copley, brother to the said Willm., other fyve pounds, and to Trothe 
Copley, sister to the said John Copley, fyve pounds, and to Grace 
Copley, sister to the said Trothe, other fyve pounds and to Jaine 
Copley, sister to the said Grace, other fyve pounds. Itm.,I do give to 
Lionell Rowlston, gent., Dorothie his wife, my daughter, one hundreth 
poundes in money. Itm.,I do give to Dame Isabell Savile, my daughter, 
wife to Josephe Penington, Esquier, one sett Carpett for a long table. 
Itm., I do give to the said dame Isabell, my daughter, two p'cell guilt 
cuppes. Itm., I do give to the aforesaid Josephe Penington fiftie pounds 
in money, and I do give to Willm. Penington, sonne of the said 
Josephe, twentie pounds, and I do also give to Bridgett Penington, 
daughter to the said Josephe other twentie pounds. Itm., I do give 
to Grace Savile, daughter to the aforesaid dame Isabell, my daughter, 
the full some a three hundreth pounds in money to be paid unto 
her w in six monthes next after that she the said Grace Savile shall 
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have made and executed unto Sir John Savile of Howley, in the 
County of Yorke, Knight, and his heires for ever, and to the only 
use of him the saide Sir John Savile, his heires and assignes for ever, all 
and ev'y such good, p'fect, suer, sufficient, indefeaseble, and lawfull 
assurance and assurances, estait and estaits in the lawe in fee simple, 
with warrantie against her the said Grace Savile and her heires and 
assignes, of, in, and upon, all and ev'y the Manors and Lordshipps 
of Thimblebie, in the County of Lincolne, and of, in, and upon the 
Manor of Bramley, in the County of Yorke, with their appurtennce, 
and of, in, and upon, all and ev'ye the Manors, Lordshipps, lands, tent’, 
Rents, reversions, services, and hereditam® w' their appurtennce, 
w'"in the Counties of Yorke and Lincolne, w™ Sir Robert Savile some 
tyme of Howlay, aforesaid, Knight, father to the said Sir John Savile, 
did heretofore graunt, convey, give, and assure to the aforesaid Grace 
Savile, or to any other p’son or p'sons whatsoever to her use either in 
possession or in rev'con after the death of the above said Dame Isabell, 
her mother, my daughter, what estayt soev" she the said Grace Savile 
had therein, either for life in tayle or in fee simple or other waies how- 
soev", as by the said Sir John Savile or his heires or by his or their 
counsell, and at his and their charges in the lawe, onely shalbe best 
desired, advised, required, and w™ and under this condicon following, 
that if the said Grace Savile will not or do not assure and convey to 
the said Sir John Savile and his heires in manner and forme aforesaid, 
all the said Manors, Lordshipps, lands, tent, and hereditam®™ and 
premisses aforesaid, that then this my p’sent guift, graunt, devise, and 
legacie, to her the said Grace Savile made shalbe utterly voyde, frustrate, 
and of no effect, and that she shall have no p’fett or benefitt by the same. 

Itm., I do give to Katherine Savile, my daughter, tenne poundes, 
and I do give to Grace Savile, daughter to the said Katherine Savile, 
other tenne poundes. Itm., I do give to Edward Copley, my sonne, 
tenne poundes in money, p'vided alwaies upon condicon that if he the 
said Edward Copley, my sonne, do vex, sue, molest, interupt, trouble, or 
incumber Grace Coplay, my welbeloved wife, of and for any goodes or 
chattells w™ I shall by this my last will and testam* give and bequeath 
unto her, or of, for, or concerning, any Manors, landes, tent*, or here- 
ditam® whatsoev", w™ I have given, graunted, or assured, to the above 
said Grace my wife, or to any other p'son or p'sons to and for her use 
for tenure of her life, or that the said Edward Coplay, my sonne, do 
vex, sue, or molest the execution of this my last Will and testament, 
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or any of them, of for or concerning all or any pt of my goodes or 
chattells what soev", or any matter or thinge herein declared, or do 
interrupt and hinder the said Grace my wife and the execution of this 
my last will and testam', or any of them of and in the peaceable taking 
away, remoyeing, and enjoying of all my said goodes and chattells or 
any p* thereof, that then as well the afores* guifte and legacie of tenne 
pounds before bequeathed to the said Edward Copley, as also all and 
every other legacies herein and hereby in this my last will and testam* 
given, graunted to Dorothie, wife of the said Edward Copley, and to 
Alverey, Willm., John, Trothe, Grace, and Jaine Copley, sonnes and 
daughters to the said Edward Copley, shalbe utterly frustrate, voyde, 
and of non effect, and that they or any them shall take no benefit by 
the same. Itm., I do give, grant, and devise, to Alverey Copley, sonne 
to my brother Henry Copley, one anuitie or annual rent of fortie 
shillings of lawfull English money, out of all that my Manor of 
Cowling alias Cowling head, in Craven, in the County of Yorke, 
to haue and to hold the said anuity or annual rent of fortie shillings to 
him the said Alverey Copley from the day of my death for and during 
the tearme of the life naturall of him the said Alverey Copley my 
brother’s sonne, payable in the feasts of Pentecost and St. Martin the 
bishop in Winter by even porcons, and I do likewise give, graunt, and 
devise, to Charles Nowell sonne to my Sister Jane, one anuitie or 
annuall rent of forty shillings of like lawfull English money, to be 
paid, had, and taken, out of my foresaid Manor or Lordshipp of 
Cowlinge alias Cowling head, and out of all my said lands, tents., and 
hereditam®, in Cowling or Cowling head aforesaid, to have and to hold 
the said anuitie or annuall Rent of forty shillings to him the said Charles 
Nowell from the day of my death for and during the life naturall of 
him the said Charles Nowell, payable in the like feasts of Pentecost 
and St. Martin the bishopp in Winter by even porcons. And also I do 
giue, grant, and devise, to my servant William Brigge one anuitie or 
annuall rent of twenty six shillings and eight pence of like money, to 
be paid to him the said Willm. Briggs out of all my Mannor, Lord- 
shipp, lands, tenements, and hereditam*, in Cowling a/ias Cowling head 
aforesaid, To have and to hold the said anuitie or annuall rent of xxvj° 
viij° to him the said Willm. Brigge from the day of my death for and 
during the tearme of the life natural] of him the said Willm. Brigge, 
payable in the feasts of Pentecost and St. Martin the bishopp in Winter 
by even porcons. Itm., I do giue and devise to ev’y one of my s‘vants 
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remayning w™ me and serving me in the day of my death, one whole 
yeares waige. Itm., I do graunt and devise to my trustye friend 
Nicholas Radcliffe of Thornehill, in the County of Yorke, Esquier, 
three poundes six shillings and eight pence in money, and I do give 
and devise to my trustye friend John Armitage of Kirklees, in the 
County of York, Esquier, Three poundes six shillings and eight pence 
in money, and I do give, grant, and devise, to John Copley of Skelbrooke, 
in the County of Yorke, Gent., my cosen, tenne pounds for his paynes 
and travell, to be one of the Executors of this my last will and testm‘, 
so that he shall take no benefitt by being of my executors but only his 
charge of travell. Itm., I do give and devise to Sir John Savile of 
Howley, Knight, the one of my young coltes or horses w™ he shall 
chuse and like best to have, and the residue of my goods and chattells 
whatsoev" reall and p'sonall, moveable or not moveable, money, gold, 
plaite, and things whatsoev’, not before bequeathed, after that my detts 
be paid, legacies and fun‘all expenses discharged, I do freely give, devise, 
and bequeath to Grace Copley my welbeloved wife to her owne onely use. 

Itm., I do grant, will, and devise, and bequeath to Robert Copley 
sonne to Alverey Copley my sonne deceased, all that my Manno‘ 
Lordshipp of Cowling alias Cowling head, in Craven, in the County 
of Yorke, and all my lands, tent’, hereditam*, w there appurtences, 
in Cowling and Cowling head aforesaid, To have and to hold the said 
Manno’ and Lordshipp of Cowling alias Cowling head aforesaid, and 
all my lands, tent‘, and hereditam*, w™ there appurtences, in Cowling 
and Cowling head aforesaid, to him the said Robert Copley from the 
day of my death for and during the life naturall of him the said 
Robert Copley, to the use of him the said Robert Copley, he the said 
Robert Copley paying to the before named Alverey Copley, Charles 
Nowell, and Willm. Brigge, such severall anuities and yearly rents out 
of the said lands, ten“, hereditam*, in Cowling alias Cowling head 
aforesaid. And I doe hereby comitt the tuition, rule, and gov'ment, 
of the said Rob* Copley and all the said Manno’, landes, hereditam*®, 
and primeses, herein by me to him demised for his life, to my sonne in 
lawe Lyonell Rowleston, gent., and to Dorothie his wife, my daughter, 
from the day of my death for and untill the full aige of twentie one 
yeares of the said Rob* Copley. And lastlie hereby I do make, 
constitute, and ordeyne, my welbeloved wife Grace Copley, and the 
aforesaid Joseph Penington, Esq’, my sonne-in-lawe, and the aforesaid 
John Copley of Skelbrooke, my cosen, the full and Joynt Executors of 
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this my last will and testament, appointing and declaring hereby that 
the said Josephe Penington and John Copley of Skelbrooke shall take 
no benefitt by being my executors, but only their charges of travell. 
And I do make and ordeyne Sir John Savile of Howley, Knight, and 
the abovesaid Nicholas Radcliffe, Esq., to be sup'visors of this my last 
will and testament. 

In Witness whereof to this my present last will and testament, in 
writing I the abouesaid Alverey Copley have sett my seale the day and 
yeare first above expressed. 


Proved 17 January, 1598. 


s2. Witt or Epwarp Bartiz, B.D., OkEWELL, 1598. 


Will of Edward Battie, B.D., of Okewell, dated 26 February, 
40 Elizabeth, mentions his father M* John Battie, his mother Margarett 
Battie, his sisters Ann and Dorothie. “I will that Edward Bradley, 
my God sonne, should have of my goods three score pounds or an 
annuity of six pounds to be assured to the said Edward Bradley by my 
said father, out my lands in Heaton in Bradford dale. . . .” Gives to 
his father and mother “ All the furnyture that belongeth to the Parlour 
chambre at Okewell.”” . .. Mentions his brothers Thomas, Richard, 
and Robert, his God son William Norcliffe, . . . to his ‘‘ Cosen Henrie 
Bayne one dozen of table napkynes.” ‘“Itm., I give to M* Mylnes, 
one of the Senior fellowes of Trinity College, my gray colt .. .” 
“TItm., I give to Trinity College in Cambridge, all such books as I 
have appoynted and sett down in a not under myne owne hand, to be 
for* to the collage by my father...” <“‘Itm.,I give to the poore 
people of the par. of Burstall thre pounds, to be divided by my father.” 
The residue to his father whom he makes sole executor. 

Proved July, 1600. 


53. Witt oF THOMAS SaviILE OF THORNHILL. 


Will of Thomas Savile of Thornhill . . . Body to be buried in 
the church of Thornhill amongst my friends... . . Bequeaths to 


of all his portion ... To his son Thomas Savile “my best gold ring 
and £10...” To M' George Savile of Wakefield £3 65. 8d., “also 
I give him my beste cloake or the reasonable price of it.’’ To ‘“‘George 
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Radcliffe my virginalls.” Mentions his wife whom he makes executrix 
and guardian of his children . . . also his brother Robert and his son 
M* Tempest to be overseers. 

Proved 1601. 


54. Writ oF Joun TuHompson or Mor ey, 1602. 


In the name of God, amen, the second day of September in the 
yere of our Lord one thousand six hundreth and two. I, John 
Tompson of Morley, of the prsh of Batley, in the county of Yorke, 
Shoemaker, sicke of body but of good and perfect remembrance God 
be praysed, doth make this my laste will and testament in manner and 
forme followinge: first I bequeath my soule into the handes of 
almighty God, and my body to be burried in the churche yarde of 
Batley. Itm., I give to my wife halfe of my tenement so long as she 
is my wife. Itm., I give to my sonne Thomas Tompson the other 
halfe of my tenement, he payinge to Willm. Tompson my sonne xxvj° 
vij°, and John Tompson my sonne xx’, or els he the said Thomas not 
to haue the tenement. Itm., I give to Agnes Tompson my daughter 
one hauked why and all the sheepe w™ are myne. Itm., the range I 
give to my wife, and an arke and the cupbord, and yf she marrie four- _ 
teene shillings and not the cupbord not to be removed. Itm., I give to 
my wife the best bed with bedinge and a greate cheiste. Itm., I give 
to my daughter Margaret Blackburne of Beeston xij* and a stroke of 
Rye and a pecke of otemeale. Itm., I give to William Tompson my 
sonne, the counter. Item, to William Tompson a loade of Rye to be 
delivered by them that hath the tenement the next yere after the 
dep'ting of me out of this world, and Willm. shall lende his horse to 
helpe them to harrowe and to sheare that yere. Itm., for ten shillings 
I borrowed of Thomas my sonne he shall have xij* and no more. Itm., 
I give to John Tompson my sonne his children every one of them a 
platter, such an one as my wife will bestowe. Itm., I give the steare 
to bring me honestly forth. Itm., I give the blacke cowe to my wife. 
Itm., I will that my wife shall have the tuicon of Agnes my daughter, 
with her porcon and legacie to the use of the said Agnes. Itm., the 
rest of my goodes not bequeathed the halfe I give to my wife, and the 
other halfe I give to William, John, and Agnes, my children, equally 
amongst them, and I make Elizabeth my wife executrix of this my last 
will. These beinge witnesses, Edward Halliday, John Ellis, and Maior 
Marshall, et eisdem. 

Proved 1603. 
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$5. Wut oF Joun DicutTon, 1602. 


In the name of god, amen. I, John Dighton of Woddosome in 
the Countie of York, gentleman, do make, declare, and ordaine this 
my last will and testament in manner and forme following: ffirst I 
comitt my soule into the hands of almighty god my creator, trusting 
in the merits of Jesus Christ, and to be saved by his deathe onely, and 
I will my bodie to be buried where it shall please god to call me; if it 
be in this place where now I dwell, on the South side of the church of 
Batley neare unto the porche. 

Itm., I give unto the poore of the Township of Batley tenne 
shillings in money, to be given at the discretion of the churchwardens, 
and more I give one yonge cowe to be put forth to the profitt of the 
poore of Batley, at the discretion of the churchwardens and overseers. 

Itm., I give to the poore of the Township of Morley and Gilder- 
some vj vilj*. I give to the poore of Dewsburie vj* viij*. To the 
poore of Heckmondwike vj* vijj*, and these somes for the poore to 
be divided to everie houshold in ev‘y township as to the overseers 
shalbe thought good, and no other doale to be given at my funerall, and 
except it shall please God to give mee span to distribute this money to 
_ the poore in my life time, Then I will my Executors to pay it presently 
upon my burriall. I give unto John Dighton sonne of Roger Dighton 
my brother in money fortie shillings, to be paid him if he live untill he 
come out of his apprentiship. I give unto Elizabeth Dighton my 
wife the best bedstead, one excepted. I give unto John Dighton my 
grandchild and godson all the Ranges of yron, all the tables, formes, 
stooles, chaires, wainscott or seeling, brewing vessells of wood, with 
the brewing leade. Itm., I give of my goodes unbequeathed unto my 
grand children to paie unto Willm. Dighton, Josua Dighton, Alverey 
Dighton, Debora Dighton, and unto Margaret Dighton, Willm. 
Webberton, Judith Webbderton, Agnes Webberton, and Rachell Carter, 
all my grand children, the one halfe or moytie, unto Elizabeth Dighton 
now my wife the other Moitie or halfe of my goodes, my funeralle 
being discharged out of my whole goods. Itm., I give unto my god- 
son and grandchild Jno. Dighton the whole benefitt and profitt of his 
marriage and wardship, with all profetts thereto belonging or apperteying, 
upon this condicon, that is if my said grand child John Dighton shall 
within six monethes after he shall enter into the profett of his lands, 
wardship, or marriage, pay unto Willm. Dighton his brother x” in 
money, and unto Josua Dighton x", and unto Alverey Deighton x” 
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in money, and this money to be paid unto the hands of such as here 
after shalbe appointed for the tuicon of the said children, and further 
that he my said grand child John Dighton shall w™ in the vj monethes 
next after his entering into his wardship or marriage, assure by or out of 
his lands to paie yearely unto Josua Dighton his brother for one anuitie 
during his life naturall, the somme of five poundes. And in like sorte 
unto Alverey Dighton my grandchild yearely for an anuitie the somme 
of five poundes. And further that John Dighton my grand child shall 
pay unto my brother Roger Dighton, Vicar of Hainton, fortie shillings 
yearely during my said brothers life at ij severall times in the yere, viz., 
Pentecost and Martinmas, if my brother be not provided of a better 
living than now he hath; and if in case my said grand child John 
Dighton shall refuse to pay or performe by assurance these my bequests 
unto his iij brethern and his uncle Roger Dighton, as is before expressed 
in whole or in parte, Then my will and nieaning is that he my said 
grand child John Dighton shall enjoy no benefitt or profitt either of 
legacie or wardship, or in anie thing els that is in my power to give, 
But from thenceforth I will, devise, bequeath, and sett over the ward- 
ship and marriage of the said my grandchild unto John Armitage of 
Kirkleyes, Esquier, Alverey Birkby of Yorke, Henry Foxcroft of 
Batley, and Willm. Lister of Wakefield, gentleman, whom I make 
supervisors of this my last will, or to ij of them. And unto them I 
give full power and authoritie to take into their hands the custodie of 
my said grand child my ward, and to convert and sett over the sayd 
ward by sale or otherwise in the marriage of him my said ward, and 
the benefitt or profitt by them made of the wardship and marriage to 
convert and pay or passe over to the most benefitt, profitt, and use of 
Willm. Dighton, Josua Dighton, and Alverey Dighton, my grand 
children, and that to divide equallie at their discretion as they shall 
think most needfull, and these Gent. my supervisors I desire for Gods 
sake to take some paines for the accomplishment of this my last will. 
I do make, constitute, and my will is that Josua Dighton and Alverey 
Dighton, my grand children, shalbe my joynte Executors of this my 
last will, to enter upon my goodes and chattles to perform the said 
will. And I do entreate Willm, Lister, Vicar of Wakefield, and 
Henry Foxcrofte of Batley, my Kinsman, to be assistant to the said my 
Executors, and willing the said Josua and Alverey Dighton to take the 
helpe, Councell, and advise, of my said friends Willm. Lister and Henry 
Foxcrofte. And unto Henry Foxcrofte and Willm. Lister I do bequeath 
the tuition of the said Executors, vidz., Josua and Alvery Dighton, 
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and to them my frends I do will that such porcons as shalbe due unto 
Josua Dighton and Alverey Dighton, to be delivered unto the hands 
of Willm. Lister and Henry Foxcrofte towards theyre maintennce untill 
they come unto xxj yeares old, my said frends putting in assurance 
sufficient for the repaying of the porcons when they shall expire the 
age of xxj yeares. And if it happen the one to depart this life before 
he come to the age of xxj yeares then the survivor to enjoy his brothers 
porcon, and if they both do happen to die before the expiration of 
xxj yeares that then both their porcons shall be divided, the one halfe 
to Willm. Dighton the other halfe equally to Deboro Mawlam (?) and 
Margarett Dighton sisters to the said Josua and Alverey Dighton, and 
moreover I do give unto the supervisors of this my will to everie of 
them an angell in gold or tenne shillings in money, desiring them to take 
some paines for the furtherance of p'forming this my will, and in wittness 
that this is my last will and testament I have underwritt this with my 
hand and have sette my seale as my only act and deed the ninth date of 
June, in the fortie and fourth yeare of the reigne of our Sovereigne 
Ladie Elizabeth the queene, and in the yeare 1602. M*., That whereas 
my grand child and godson John Dighton is charged by this my will 
to be paid unto his three brothers thirtie pounds, vidz., to Willm. 
Dighton, tenne pounds, Josua Dighton, tenne poundes, and Alverey 
Dighton, tenne pounds, and by reason of the Rasure or Blotting of 
the somes it might growe doubtfull, I thought good to explane the 
same as before to be tenne poundes to everie one of the three bretheren 
Willm., Josua, and Alverey, and whereas Margarett Dighton is inserted 
in the margin it is likewise my will shee should enjoy a child of my 
goods as much as ane of the other my grand children. And lastlie | 
conclude this my will and do constitute, make, and appoint as before, 
Josua Dighton and Alverey Dighton my ful and lawful Executors, and 
in Witness hereof I have underwritt this and sette my seale the nynthe 
day of June, 1602, and in the 44" yeare of the reigne of the queene 
that now is. 

John Dighton in the presence of us Hen. ffoxcrofte, Marmaduke 
Eland, Thomas Hicke. 

Proved ro April, 1604. 


56. Witt oF Joun BatTE, 1603. 


In the name of God, amen. I, John Batte of Okewell, within 
the pishe of Birstall, in the Countye of Yorke, Knowing the frailtie of 
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Mortall men and beinge desyrous to disburden my selfe of all worldly 
cares, which in tyme of syckness might any wayes hinder me frome 
the contemplation and mediation of heavenly things, doe in this tyme 
of my healthe make and ordeyne this my last will and testament in 
manner and forme as followeth: first, my soule I bequeathe into the 
handes of that iuste yett gracious and mcifull god that firste gave it 
unto me, beseachinge him of his endless mercie to washe away the 
steines thereof in the bloud of Jesus Christ, and to bury all my synnes 
which I acknowledge to be many and grevous in his precious Death 
and passion, in whom and by whome alone I seek to be saved in that 
great and glorious day of his appearinge. My body I bequeath to the 
earth from whence it came, to be buried in comely and decent sort 
besemeinge my estaite, whensoever and wheresoever it shall please God 
to call me unto himselfe, not doubteing but that att the geniale of 
Judgment it shall by the mightie power of God be raised up and 
ioyned to my soule albeyt worms and . . . consume it. As for that 
porcon of worldly goodes which it hath pleased god of his bounty to 
bestow upon me, I give and bequeathe as followeth: ffirst, my lease of 
Haghe Beck in Southill, I give unto Robert Batte, myne eldest sonne, 
upon condicon that he shall mainteyne with sufficyent meat, drinke, 
app’ell, and other necessaries, Barbara Batte, myne eldest doughter, 
dureing her naturall liefe, or if she shall refuse to remayne and dwell 
with him, that then he shall allowe towards her . . . maintennce the 
full some of Seaven pounds yearely, to such of her brothers or sisters 
as she shall make choice of to dwell with. Itm., I give unto him the 
lease of the parsonage of Birstall, pvyded alwayes that he shall suffer 
Richard Batte, his Brother, to enjoy the tythe corne of Heaton, Spen, 
and litle Gomersall, dureinge the whole tearme of yeares yett unexpyred, 
and if it shall happen that he shall receive the lease from the colledge, 
that then he shall assure the same tythe corne of Heaton, Spen, and litle 
Gomisall, unto his said brother for all the tearme of yeares soe renewed, 
savinge the three last if he shall soe long live, payinge rateably unto his 
said brother Robert boothe in the fyne and rent reserved by the colledge. 
Itm., I give unto Anthony Hopkinson, my son-in-lawe, in full discharge 
of his porcon pmissed in marriage w™ my doughter Anne, the sum of 
ffyftie pounds. Itm., unto Robert Bairstowe, my son-in-lawe, in full 
discharge likewise of his porcon pmissed in marryage with my 
doughter Dorothie, fifty pounds. Itm., I give unto ffrancis West and 
Samuel West, my sisters children, the some of xiij" vj* viij’ to be 
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devyded equally betwixt them, to be paid w'"in one yeare next after 
my decease. Itm., I give unto each of my grandchildren fyve pounds 
a peece, if they shall come to the full age of xxj yeares. Itm., I giue 
unto the poore of the Tounshipp of Gomsall, to be distributed accord- 
inge to the discretion of myne executors, xx* yearely for the space of 
fyve yeares next ensueinge after my decease. The rest of my goods 
and chattells not specifyed_in this my last will, I giue and bequeath, my 
debts beinge paid and furvall charges defrayed, to Margarett, my wife, 
Robert Batte, and Richard Batte, my sonnes, whom I make Executors 
of this my last will and testament. In witness whereof I haue here- 
unto sett my hand and seale this 9" day of Januarie, in the fyve and 
fortieth yeare of the Reigne of oure Sovereigne Ladie Elizabeth. I 
give likewise unto the doughters of Raphe Cooke, deceased, to each of 
them xx* a peece, when they come to the full age of xxj yeares or att 
the day of their marriage. 

Witnesses, Samuel West, Thomas Lavington, Richard Kent, 
John Beaumont. 

Proved same year. 


$7. Witt oF Nicnoras WILBIE, 1613. 


In the name of God, amen. I, Nicholas Wilbie of Batley, beinge 
by Gods grace in good health and p'fecte memory doe make and 
ordeyne this to be my last will and testament. Inprimis, I bequeath 
my soule into the hands of God my creator and to Jesus Christ my 
Redeemer and onely Saviour, and my bodie to be buried in the church 
yarde of Bateley or els where as shalbe thought convenient. I doe give 
unto M* Marmaduke Eland, my Landlord, one pecce of golde of x* 
value. I give unto Elizabeth Wilbie, my wife, one third of all my 
goods and chattells as to her is due. I give to my fower sonnes Thomas 
Wilbie, Robert Wilbie, Gregorey Wilbie, and Nicholas Wilbie, one 
other third parte of all my goods and chattells to be devided by equal 
porcons amongst them fower sonnes. I give the other third pte of all 
my goods beinge myne owne parte, the charges of my buriall being 
paid, unto my sonne Nicholas Wilbie. My will is that after my death 
an Inventore shall be taken of my goodes and chattells and prized, and 
that all the said goods soe inventoned and prized shall renayne in the 
handes and custodie of my wife Elizabeth Wilbie during her life 
undivided, and upon her death when it shall happen then the goods to 
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be disposed of according to this my last will before expressed, only my 
fun'all charges taken p'sently out. Itm., I give more to Elizabeth 
Smith, my daughter, and nowe wife of Henrie Smyth, x* in money in full 
lue and satisfaction of her childes porcon with that w™ she hath form'ly 
received, and I make and ordeyne my wife Elizabeth Wilbie and my 
son Nicholas Wilbie my full and joynt Executors, to enter upon my 
goods and chattells and to dispose of all according as before mentioned 
and sette downe. Witnesses, that this is the last Will and testament, 
of Nicholas Wilbie, Henry Foxcroft, George Smyth, Bartholemew 
Tenant, Marmaduke Eland, and Joseph Haworth. 
Proved 4 January, 1613. 


58. Wirt or MarMapukeE EaLanD, 1615. 


In the name of God, Amen, the sixteenth of September, 1615. 

I, Marmaduke Ealand of Carlinghowe, in the County of Yorke, esq’, 
being of good and p'fect remembrance praysed be Almighty God 
therefore do make, constitute, and ordeyne, this my last Will and 
testament in manner and forme followinge: ffirst, 1 comende my soule 
into the hands. of Almighty God my creator and Redeemer, and my 
body to be decently buried at the discrestion of my executors and 
others my friends. And as concerning my lands and tenements 
where w™ God hath blessed me, I do freely give and bequeath unto 
Giles, Francis, and Marmaduke Ealand, three younger sonnes of me 
the said Marmaduke, Also these my Messuages, houses, lands, 
tenements, Rents, Rev'sions, and hereditaments, w™ appurtenances, 
- scituate and beinge in Karkin brake and Leytone or els where in 
Richmondshere, in the County of Yorke, w™ some tymes were the 
inheritance of John Buckler now deceased and others, and w*" J latelie 
had and purchased to wit and my heires of the heires of the said John 
Buckler and others. To have and to hould the said Messuages, landes, 
tenements, Rents, Reversions, and hereditaments, with all their Rights 
members and app'tnances what soever, unto the said Gyles, ffrancis and 
Marmaduke, and the heires of their severall bodyes lawfullye begoten 
or to be begotten, and further my will, true intente, and meaninge, is 
that the said Gyles, ffrancis, and Marmaduke, shall hould theme selves 
contented and satysfied w this my bequeste in discharge of all there 
parte and porcons w™ they maye thereafter challenge or clayme to any 
of my goodes, savinge onlye unto Gyles and Marmaduke suche legacyes 
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as here after followe. And I do hereby ratifye, confirme, and allowe, 
unto my said three younger sonnes and to the heires of their sev’all 
bodyes for ev’. And all such estates and assurances as I have already 
made and executed of my said lands, tenements and hereditaments, 
in Karkin braike and Leyton aforesaid, and as concerninge my goods 
and chattells, my will and mynd is that all my true and lawfull 
debts and duties be first paid and discharged out of the same, All 
church duties satisfied, and fun‘all expenses discharged. Also I give 
and bequeathe to the poore of the Tounshippe of Batley the some of 
xL*, to be distributed at the discrecon of my executors and Joseph 
Haworth, Vicar there. Alsoe my will and mynde is that all the glasse, 
sealinge, Tables, fformes in my hall, and Ranges in my Chimneyes, 
shall be and remaine to my heire. Also I give and bequeath unto 
Agnes Wilsbe, my eldest daughter, whoe is allreadye preferred in 
mariage, a dubile covaringe. Also to Margrete Cooke, my secunde 
daughter, whome I have likewise preferred in mariage, x1° in gould, 
and to Isabell Washington, my third daughter, whoe I have allreadye 
preferred in marriage, an other x1 in gould, likewise I give and be- 
queath to my fourth daughter Margerey Eland, yet unpreferred, the 
sume of one hundred poundes in full satisfaccon and discharge of her 
filiall parte and childes porcon. Allso I give and bequeath unto Anne 
Curlewe, my grande childe, daughter of Richard Curlewe and of 
Elizabeth his wyeffe one of the daughters of me the said Marmaduke, 
one other hundred poundes for hir prefermente hereafter, Also I give 
unto ev'y of my servants that shall be house houlde servants at the tyme 
of my death ij° vj* a peece, the residue of all my goodes, chattells, 
credittes, and debts, I freely give and bequeathe unto Gyles Eland one 
of my sonnes, in regarde and comseracon of his late losses by seae, 
and to my sonne Marmaduke Ealand for and towards his p'ferment 
and placinge him app'‘ntyce, to be equally divided betwixt them, and 
lastly, I do hereby make, constitute, ordeyne, and appoint, Sir John 
Savile of Howley, Knight, and Willm. Cooke of Askerne, my sonne 
in lawe, executors of this my last will and testament, Intreatinge them 
to see my last will and testament duly p'formed accordinge to my true 
intent and meaninge, and that the said Sir John Savill will be pleased 
to haue to place my said Sonne Marmaduke, and for his paynes and 
travell herein I give and bequeath unto the said Sir John Savile the 
some of five pounds, and to the said W™ Cooke a double sov’eigne. 
In witnes whereof I haue hereunto sett my hand and seale the day and 
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yeare first above written, Sene, Red, and published, In the p'sence of 
Willm. Ealand, Joseph isla. W= Cooke, Agnes Walbe, Marma- 
duke Ealand, and James Brignell. 

Proved 6" May, 1617. 


$9. Witt or Henry Foxcrort, 1617. 


In the name of God, Amen, the sixt day of Nouember, in the 
fiftenth yeare of the Raigne of our Sou‘aigne lord James by the grace 
of God Kinge of England, ffrance, and Ireland, defender of the faith 
ec’, and of Scotl and tite one and fifteith, and in the yeare of our lord 
Gad according to the course and computation of the church of England 
(1617), seeinge that noéhinge is more certayne than deah and noe- 
hinge more vncertayne then the houre end tyme thereof, Therefore I, 
Henry ffoxcroft of Batley, in the Countie of Yorke, gent., Knowinge 
the incertaynety and instabilletye of this mortall life, and hauing a 
speciall care soe to dispose of the lands and goods wherewith it hath 
pleased almightie God of his great marcye and goodness to bless me, 
that I may avoyd al such suits and contentions as myghte after my 
decease arise or growe amongst my Kinsfolkes or ffreinds for or about 
the same, and beinge now in reasonable good health of bodye and 
haueinge my memory good and p'fect for which I laud and prayse 
Almightie God, doe make, ordayne, and declare, this my last will and 
testament in manner and forme followinge: that is to say, first and 
principally I give and comend my soule into the hands of almightie 

od my most merciful and heavenly father, assuredly trustinge wand 
faithfully believing to haue full and fre remission and forgiues of all 
my sinnes by the p'cious death and bloud shedinge of my lene Saviour 
and redeem® Jesus Christ the second p’son in Trinity, and by him alone 
and throughe his meritts to haue ev’‘lastinge life after this mortall life 
shalbe ended, amongst the blessed sancts and children of God in the _ 
Kingdom of heaven, and I comennd my body to the earth whereof it 
was mayd hopeing that the same shall haue a joyfull reserreccon at the 
last day, and as touching the disposicon of my lands, tenements, and 
hereditam*, first, my will and. mynd is that and | ‘doe hereby glue, devise 
and bequeathe, unto my executors hereafter named, all the Rents, Issues, 
and profitts, w™ shall arise or be raysed for or forth of all and singular 
my messuages, cottages, lands, Tenements, and hereditaments, w™ theyre 
appurtenances, in Batley, and in Healey, Chickinley, Lotherton, Abber- 
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ford, and Heckmondwike, or in any of them or els wheare in the said 
County of Yorke, win and dueringe the space of one whole yeare next 
after my decease, for and toward the p"formance of this my last will and 
Testamt according to my true meaninge and by me gevin declared, and 
alsoe my will and mynd is and I doe hereby give, devise, and bequeath, 
unto Henry Heaton, my nephew, all those my messuages, lands, 
Tenem*, Rents, rev‘scons, and hereditaments, w™ all there appurten- 
nces, in Healey, afforesayd, w™ I heretofore purchased of John Wilbore, 
my nephew, and nowe or late in the sev‘all tenures or occupacons of 
one Martyn Sheard, Thomas Chappell, Richard Brigge, John Foxcroft, 
and Robte. Wilbie, or any of them or of theyre or of any there assigne 
or assignes, and also all those two closes of land called Jackirddings w™ 
theyr appurtences in Batley, afforesayd, w I late bought and purchassed 
of one Alvery Armitage, And also all those my messuages, lands, tent™, 
closes, and hereditaments, w™ all theyre appurtences, in Heckmondwike, 
afforesayd, w" I late bought of and purchased of one Robert Armit- 
age, John Bell and Anne his wife, Wilfride Armitage, Henry Rayner, 
Lionell Rayner, and John Armitage, and of ev‘ie or any of them 
ioyntly or sev‘ally in whose tenure or occupacons soeu" the same or any 
of them now are or be, to haue and to hold the same unto the said 
Henry Heaton, my nephew, his heyres and assignes to his and theyre 
oune uses for ev’, and my will and mynd is and I doe hereby giue, 
devise, and bequeath, to Henry Foxcroft, sonne of John Foxcroft, my 
Brother, the some of xx" of lawfull money of England, to be by him 
had, r’ceived, and taken forth of the rents issues, and profitts, of all 
and singular my messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, w™ 
the appurtences, in Chickinley, afforesaid, now or late in the occupacon 
of one Thomas Whitacars and John . . . or theyre assignes or any 
other p'son or p'sons, w‘"in the space of one whole yeare next after the 
decease of the said John Foxcroft, my brother, and I doe hereby giue, 
devise, and bequeath, all my said messuages, lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments, w the appurtences, in Chickinley, afforesayd, unto the 
sayd John Foxcroft, my brother, and his assignes for and dueringe the 
tearme of his naturall life, and after his decease unto Samuel Foxcroft, 
his second sonne, and to his heyres and assignes to his and there owne 
uses for ev", charged w™ the said some of xx" to the sayd Henry Fox- 
croft, my nephew, win the said space of one whole yeare next after the 
decease of the sayd John Foxcroft, my brother, as afforesaid, and alsoe 
my further will and mynd is and I doe hereby giue, devise, and bequeath, 


366 RECORDS OF BATLEY. 


unto the right No” Sir John Saville of Howley, Knight, and other his 
co-ffeoffees of the free schoole of Batley, afforesayd, one cottage and 
one croft thereunto belonginge w‘ appurtences, in Heckmondwike, 
afforesayd, now or late in the occupaccon one Thomas Armitage or 
his assignes, and w™ I late had of the grant of him the sayd Thomas 
Armitage to haue and to hould the same unto the sayd Sir John Savill 
and his co-ffeofees theyre heyres and assignes for ev‘, for and to the 
onely use behoof and in mainetenance of the Schoole Maister teaching 
schoole at Batley, afforesayd, commonly called the free school of Batley, 
for ev’, p'vided always and nev'theles my will and mynd is that if the 
said Thomas Armitage his heyres or assignes, doe pay or cause to be 
payd unto the said Sir John Savill and his co-ffeoffees there heyres or 
assignes, such some and somes of money as are and be couennted by 
writings Indented maid betweene the said Thomas Armitage and me, 
and at such tyme and in such manner and forme as the same are and 
be soe couennted to be paid, that then the said Sir John Saville and his 
coffeoffees or theyre heyres or the surviuor or surviuor. of them or his 
or there heyres, shall vpon true payment to be to them there of had 
and maid as afforesaid, at the request, costes, aud charges, of the said 
Thomas Armitage his heyres or assignes, lawfully and sufficiently convey 
and reassure the sayd cottage and croft w™ the appurtences, in Heck- 
mondwike, afforesayd, vnto the said Thomas Armitage his heyres and 
and assignes to his and theire owne vses for ev’, and my will and mynd 
is that the same money shall after the receipt thereof, be by the sayd 
Sir John Savile and his coffeoffees there heyres and assignes employed, 
disposed of, conv'ted, and bestowed, to and for the mainetenance of a 
schoole maister teachinge schoole at the ffre schoole of Batley, in leu 
of and for the cottage and croft last aboue mentioned, and my further 
will and mynd is and I doe hereby giue, demise, and bequeath, vnto 
the sayd Sir John Savile, Knight, and other his coffeoffees there heyres 
and assignes for ev’, for and towards the mainetenance of a schoole 
maister teachinge school at the said schoole of Batley, afforesaid, called 
the ffre schoole of Batley, one anuytie or yearly rent of xx* of lawfull 
money of England, to be yearly issueing and goeing out of two cottages 
or Tennt* and two crofts to the same belonging or w™ the same now 
or comonly demised vsed or occupyed w™ all there appurtences, scittuate, 
lyeing, and beinge, in Batley, afforesayd, in the said county of Yorke, 
and nowe or late in the sev'all tenures or occupacons of one Lawrence 
Nutter and Thomas Walker or of there eythr of there assigne or 
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assignes, payable yearely at the feasts of Pentecost or St. M'tine the 
Bishopp, in Winter, by even porcons, and the first paym* thereof to 
begin at whether of the sayd feasts shall first happen to come and fall 
next after my decease. And my further will and mynd is and I doe 
John Dawsonn, theyre heyres and assignes for ever, one other anuity 
hereby giue, devise, and bequeath, unto John F oxcroft, my brother, and 
or yearely rent of Twentie shillings of lawful money of England, to be 
likewise yerely issueinge out of the said two cottages or Tenn* and two 
crofts last mentioned w™ the appurtennces, payable yearely at the ffeast 
day of St. Andrew the appostle for ever and the first payment thereof to 
beginn at the feast day of S. Andrew the appostle next after my decease, 
vpon confidence and trust and to his intent and purpose that they the sayd 
John Foxcroft and John Dawson and there heyres and the survivor of 
them and his heyres shall distribute, imploye, dispose of, and bestowe, 
the same anuytie or yearely rent of Twenty shillings yearely, for and to 
thuse and behoofe of the poore people w‘"in the pish of Batley, afore- 
sayd, in such mann" and forme as by and at the sight and discrecon of 
the same ffeoffeees or theyre heyres, and of the churchwardens and 
ou'seers of the same poore people win the said pish of Batley for the 
tyme being, or the greater nomber of them, shall from tyme to tyme 
hereafter be thought meet and sett downe. And my further will and 
mynd is and I doe hereby giue, devise, and bequeath, vnto Henry 
Heaton, my nephew, and his assignes the some of Twentie pounds of 
lawfull money of England, to be by him or them had, receiued, and 
teken, forth of the first rents and isues and p'ffetts of all my messu- 
ages, lands, Tennt*, and hereditamt*, with the appurtennces, in Lotherton 
and Abberford, afforesaid, now or late in the sev‘all occupacons of one 
Robt Dawson and Edward Popleton or there assignes or of any other 
p’son or p'sons, w™ shall first fall or become due for or forth the same 
next after my decease, and alsoe I doe hereby giue, devise, and bequeath, 
vnto the sayd John Foxcroft, my brother, and John Dawsonn of Dewis- 
burie, and there assignes one anuitye or yearely Rent of fiue pounds of 
lawfull money of England, to be yearely 1 issueing and goeing out of all 
my sayd Messuages, lands, Tennt*, and pmisses, in Lotherton and 
Abberford, afforesaide, for and duering the terme of the naturall life 
of John Wilbore, my ‘nephew, payable quarterly (to witt) at thend of 
eu'ie thre monthes by even porcons, and the frst payment thereof to 
begynn at thend of the monthes w™ shall happen to come and fall next 
after my decease, vpon confidence and trust and to his intent and purpose 
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that they the said John Foxcroft, my brother, and John Dawson and 
the survivor of them, and his and theyre Executors, ads*™, and assignes, 
shall and will distribute, imploye, dispose of, and become! the said 
anuytye or yearely Rent of fiue pounds yearely for and towards the 
mainetenance of the said John Wilbore, my nephew, w™ meat, drinke, 
apparell, and other necessaryes, duering his naturall life, and my will 
and mynd’ is that the same shalbe payd to him quarterly, and in such 
mann’ and fforme as to the good discrecons of the sayd John Foxcroft, 
my brother, and John Dawson or the surviuor of them, or his or 
theire extors, ads""*, shalbe thought meet and requisite for and to the 
onely vse and purpose afforesaid. And alsoe my will and mynd is and 
I do hereby giue, devise, and bequeath, vnto Elizabeth Rayner, my 
sister, dueringe her widdowhood, onely the vse and occupacon of the 
nether parlor of my now dwellinge house in Batley, afforisaid, wherein 
she vseth to lye, and the chamber ou" the same p'lor, and one house 
called the Malt house, and one litle chamber ou’ the same, and all the 
houses and buildings in Batley, afforesaid, called the ffarrehouses, and 
all the two closes of land called by the Eamillvenes OF Blackroyd and 
Waltercroft w™ theire appurtennces in Batley, afforesaid, now in the 
occupacon of me the said Henry Foxcroft, to haue and to hold the 
same vnto the said Elizabeth Raynor, my sister, and her assignes to 
her and there owne vses dueringe her widdowhood onely as afforesaid 
and noe longer, and if the said two closes called Blackroyd and Walter- 
croft or eyther of them or any pt or p’cell thereof, shall hereafter happen 
to be lawfully evicted or Recov'ed from the said Elizabeth Raynor, my 
sister, or her assignes dueringe her widdowhood, by any p'son or p'sons 
whatsoever, and soe that she may not peaceably and quietly enioye the 
same as afforesaid, Then my will and mynd is and I doe hereby giue, 
devise, and bequeath, vnto the said Elizabeth Raynor, my sister, and 
her assignes dueringe her widdowhood, so much of my other lands and 
grounds in Batley, afforesaid, now in my owne occupacon, and of as 
good a yearely Rent or Value as the said two closes called Blackroyd 
and Waltercroft or such pte or pts and soe much thereof as shalbe soe 
evicted or Recovered, as afforesaid, shall be worth in leu and satisfacon of 
and for the same closes or of soe much thereof as shalbe soe evicted and 
Recovered, as afforesaid, any demise or bequest herein contaynd to the 
contrary thereof in any wise not w''standing, and alsoe my will and 
mynd is and I doe hereby giue devise, and bequeath, vnto the said John 
Foxcroft, my brother, his heyres sel assignes for euer, the afforesaid 
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two cottages or tenements and two crofts w there appurtennces now 
in the occupacons of the said Laurence Nutter and Thomas Walker 
or there assignes, and all and singular my said Messuages, lands, Tenne- 
ments. and hereditaments, in lotherton and Abberford, afforesaid, and 
all that cottage or tenement, one croft, and one p'cell of meaddowe 
to the same belonginge, conteyning by estimation one acre, w’ there 
appurtennces in Batley, afforesaid, now or late in the tenure or occupacon 
of one Edmond Bradley or his assignes, and one close called Woodwall- 
head in Batley, afforesaid, now in my owne occupacon, and also the 
reversion of the said Nether p'lor, chamber, buildings, Closes, and 
p’misses, aboue by me hereby given and eeeed to the said Elizabeth 
Rayner, my sister, dueringe her widdowhood, as afforesaid, from and 
imediately after her decease or marrieage againe and as hir estate therein 
shall end or determyne, and alsoe all the Residue of all and singular 
my messuages, lands, Tenn“, and hereditam‘, w’ all there appurtennces 
in Batley afforesayd, and not above by me hereby given or devised to 
the said Henry Heaton, my nephew, and his heyres as afforesaid, To 
have and to hould the same vnto the said John Foxcroft, my brother, 
and to his Jeisyiees and assignes to his and there own vses for ever, 
charged w* the sev‘all anuities or yearely Rents, some and somes of 
money above by me hereby sev ‘ally given and Hevea to be sev‘ally 
and Respectively 1 issueing and goeing out of the same as afforesaid, and 
alsoe my further will and mynd is and I doe hereby expresse and decinee 
that if the fforesaid sev‘all anuities or yerely Rents and some or somes 
of money above by me yerely giuen and devised forth of the p"misses 
as afforesaid, or any of them, or any pte or p'cell thereof, shall att any 
tyme or tymes hereafter happen to be areard and vnpaid, contrary to 
the true intent and meaninge of this my last will and testament, that 
then and soe often as it shall soe happen, it shall and may be well lawfull 
to and for the said sev’all p'sons to whom | have above hereby given 
and bequeathed the said sev'all anuities, some and somes of money as 
afforesaid, or such and soe many of yen to whom any such default of 
payment shalbe maid and his and theire sev‘all heires and assignes 
sevally and Respectively, into the said messuages, lands, Tenn“, and 
p'misses, forth of w® the said sev‘all anuities some and somes of money 
are and be above hereby seu'ally giuen and bequeathed to be issueinge, 
and into ev‘ie or anie pte or p’cell thereof to enter and distraine for the 
said Rents, some and somes of money, in such pte or pts thereof as shalbe 
soe behind and unpaid as afforesaid, and the distresse and distresses then 
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and there found lawfully to take, lead, drive, carry, and convey away 
‘ yntill such tyme as the said sev‘all anuities or yearely rents and some and 
somes of money w™ tharverags of the same and eve of them (if any 
such be), shall accordinge to my true meaninge above herein declared be 
sev‘ally and respectively satisfied, contented, and paid, and as touchinge 
the disposition of all my worldly goods as it hath pleased Almightie 
God to endue me w'all: ffirst, my will and mynd is that all my true 
and lawfull debts and furn‘all expenses shall be paid and discharged forth 
of my whole goods, and after my said debts be paid and fun‘all expenses 
discharged, Then my will and mynd is and I doe hereby give, devise, 
and bequeath forth of the Residue of my goods, vnto the said Elizabeth 
Raynor, my sister, the some of fiftie pounds of lawfull money of 
England. Itm., I doe hereby give and bequeath vnto Willm. Horner, 
Sonne of Jane Horner deceased, my late sister, xx*. Itm., I give and 
bequeath vnto Thomas Farnabie, sonne of my sister Dorothie deceased, 
the some of fortie pounds of lawfull money of England, to be paid to 
him w*"in the space of ten monthes nexte after my decease by my 
executors hereafter named. Itm., I doe hereby give and bequeath vnto 
John Brooke, Sonne of Thomas Brooke who married Anne Horner, 
the some of fiftene pounds of lawfull money of England, to be paid 
by my execut* after my death, into some sufficient mans hands at there 
discrecons, to be put to profitt for the vse and behoofe of the said John 
Brooke dueringe his minority, and my will is that the same some of 
money together with the increase thereof to be maid as afforesaid, 
shalbe paid vnto him when he shall accomplishe his full age of xxj* 
yeares and not before. And alsoe I doe hereby giue and bequeath vnto 
the children of John Dransfield of Sutton in Craven, by him begotten 
of the body of Anne his late wife, my sister, the some of two hundreth 
pounds of lawfull money of England, to be equally devided amongst 
them vpon condicon that he the said John Dransfield shall giue good 
and sufficient security by bond to my executors, for the putting forth of 
the said some of cc" to profitt dureing the sev‘all mynorityes of his 
said children, and for there onely vses and behoofe, and for the true 
payment thereof together with the money to be gained by the imploy- 
ment thereof, ynto his said children at there sev‘all full ages of twenty 
one yeares or marriages, and at whether of them as shall ffrst happen 
sev'ally and Respectively to come and fall. Itm., I doe hereby giue 
and bequeath vnto the poore people of and in Batley afforesaid, forty 
shillings, to be distributed and devided amongst them at my death by 
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and at the sight and discrecon of the overseers of the same poore people 
there. Itm., I giue and bequeath vnto ev’ie one of my saruants w™ 
shall dwell w me at the tyme of my death, one yeare wages more than 
shalbe to them sev‘ally due at the tyme of my death. Itm., I give 
and bequeath vnto Morris Carey, a ffrench man, some tymes my sarvant, 
thre pounds six shillings and eight pense. Itm., I give and bequeath 
unto Willm. Lister, Vicar of Wakefield, one peeice of gould of xxij’, 
and to Mr Stocks, p’son of Kirke Heaton, another peice of gould of 
twenty two shillings, and to my cosen John Dawson another peece of 
gould of xxij*, and I doe alsoe hereby giue and bequeath vnto M* Maud 
of Wakefield, thre pounds six shillings and eight pence, and vnto 
Edward Field, sonne of my saruant Roberte Field, xt*. Itm., I giue 
and bequeath vnto the said John Dransfield, my brother in law, xx" of 
lawfull money of England. Itm., I giue and bequeath vnto evie one 
to whom I am godfather wheth" they be sonne or daughter five shillings 
a peece. And alsoe my will and mynd is and I doe hereby giue and 
bequeath vnto the said Sir John Savile, Knight, my wor™ frende, forty 
shillings, and to my loveing cosen Samuel Foxcroft of Halifax, xi’, in 
lewe of there paines to be taken in seeinge this my will p'formed 
according to my true meaneinge, and the trust and confidence by me in 
them reposed. And all the rest and Residue of all and singular my 
goods, cattells, and chattells, whatsoev’, I doe hereby giue and bequeath 
unto the said John Foxcroft, my brother, and Elizabeth Rayner, my 
sister, to be equally devided betwixt-them, and I doe ordaine the said 
John Foxcroft, my brother, and Elizabeth Rayner, my sister, Joynt 
executors of this my last Will and Testament, and alsoe I doe appoint 
the said Sir John Savile, Knight, and Samuel Foxcroft, sup’visers of 
this my last Will and Testament. JI, the said Henry Foxcroft, the 
Testator, have hereunto sett my hand and seale the daye and yeare first 
above written. Witnessers, Samuel Foxcroft, John Dawson, Henry 
Heaton, and Robert Field. 
Proved 4 May, 1619. 


60. Witt oF Joun Foxcrort, 1623. 


Will of John Foxcroft of Batley, dated 18 Nov, 1623. .. 
Devises property in York, Abberford, Lutterton, and Batley, to Samuel 
Foxcroft, and Thomas Dobson, hiskson sin lawesec, ans) 5c Thomas 
Foxcroft, his eldest son, Dorothie and Agnes, his daughters, Anne, his 
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daughter, now wife of William Moorhouse,. . “I give to the poore 
of Batley ffortie shillings, to be paid vnto them in two years next after 
my decease. Item, I give to M* Wailes, preacher at Morley, and to 
M' Nutter, preacher at Woodchurch, either of them tenne shillings. 
Itm., I giue to my three sonnes and ffower daughters each of them a 
silver spoone.” 

Henry, his son, and Mary, his wife, Executors. Appoints his 
friend M' Haworth, Vicar of Batley, and his brother-in-law Samuel 
Hoile, overseers, and leaves them ten shillings each. 

Proved 16 February, 1623. 


61. Witt oF Lorp Savitz, 1629. 


In the name of God, Amen, the ffyftenth day of January, 1629. 
I, John Lord Savile, Baron of Pontefract, Comptroller of the Kings 
Ma" household, and one of his Ma‘** most hon” pryvie Counsell, 
beinge in Reasonable state of health and of p'fect memorie and under- 
standinge praysed be the lord for the same, yett consyderinge neverthlesse 
the declynation of Nature in me by reason of myne age, and observeinge 
withall the incertayntie of mans lyfe vpon earth expectinge my disolution 
in Gods appoynted tyme, do hereby make my last Will and Testament 
in writtinge in mann‘ and forme followinge: first, I comend my selfe 
and my wayes for that small tyme that I haue yett to Jive to his gracious 
goverment and p’tection, beseechinge him so to blesse me therein that 
they may be apassage to his eternall rest and glorie, and I do most 
humbly pray him in Christ Jesus my sole and assured Mediator, with 
him throughe whose Death and Obedience onely th hope that my synnes 
being cleansed I ame iustified and acoieheire with him of his eternall 
Kingdome, that when he shall call for my soule and take it out of this 
pryson of my selfe he will then receyve it into his heavenly tabernackles 
with the residue of his Electe, ther to live and raygne with him in glory, 
and for my body when that tyme of my dissolution shall come, I doe 
comende it to the Earth in an assured confidence that it shall at the last 
day by vertue of the resurrection of my deare and Lovinge Saviour be 
raised agayne, and be revnited with my soule to alyfe im mortall, in 
corruptible, and glorious, requiringe myne executrix herein named to 
cause the same to be interred in christian and seemely manner accordinge 
to my callinge, yet without supflous or vnnessary pompe, and for such 
worldly estate as the lord hath heere Lent me, hereby revokeinge all 
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form" Wills therof by me maid heretofore. I doe devise and bequeath 
the same as followeth: and ffirst my will is that Thomas Viscount Savile, 
my sonne, and all other p'sons seized or any waies interested of or in 
the mannor of Stapleton and lands in Stapilton, w™ I lately purchased 
of Bartholemew Holgate, gent., or of or in the lands in Clynte, and in 
the prishe of Ripley, and forrest of Knaresbroughe, late the inheri- 
tance of or otherwyes in righte and equitie heretofore belonginge to 
Margaritt Clapham, widdowe, shall and doe ratiffie and confirme vnto 
my twoo younger sonnes Robert Savile and Edmond Savile and to the 
heires of ther respectyue bodyes, all and every the estaite and estates by 
me heretofore by me made or intended to have been maid and assured 
vnto them of and in the said mannor, lands, and premysses, or any pte 
therof accordinge to my true intente and meanynge, expressed in the 
sev'all assurances by me vnto them respectyvely maid, w™ w™ said 
mann’ and lands my will and meaninge is that my said twoo younger 
sonnes shall rest satisfied for ther full and entyre parts and portions of all 
my estate, and whereas I stand possesed of a resydue of a tearme for 
nynetye nyne yeares beinge for many yeares yett to come and vnexpyred, 
of and in the mannor of Barwicke a/s. Barwicke in Elmett, with the 
rights, members, and appurtencences thereof, and of all that the mannor 
or Lorpp of Scoles with the rights, members, and appurtenances therof, 
and of dyvers messuages, landes, and herietaments, to the said mannors 
and eyther of them belonginge or together with the same vsually 
occupyed or enioyed, scytuate, lyeinge, and beinge, in the County of 
Yorke, and whereas Hersey Nevell and John Murden doe stande seized 
of the inheritance of the said Mannors and p'mysses in trust for my 
vse, to be by me disposed of by deede or by my last Will and Testa- 
ment in writtinge. Now I doe by this my last will and testament will 
and appoynte that my executrix hereafter named and the said Hersey 
Nevell and John Meurden shall make saile of the said Mannors, lands, 
tenements, and premysses, vnto such p'son and p'sons as my executrix 
hereafter named shall appoynt, and the moneys thereby ariseing shall 
goe to wards the p'formance of this my will and the payment of my 
debts and legacies, and the overplus and surplusage shalbe and remayne 
to my said executrix hereafter named to her oune vse, and whereas also 
Richard Bell of Yorke, esqu’*, Danyell Foxcroft, Mathew field, and 
James fheld, stands possessed in trust for the vse of me and my assignes 
of the tearme of three yeares next after my decease, of the fforge and 
sayle wherein it standeth, and of all hovss’es, water courses, flood 
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gates, and streames, and all lands, ways, and passages, therevnto belong- 
inge, or for the vsinge or mainteyninge of the said fforge in the said 
County of Yorke, with power and authoritie of ffellinge, cuttinge, 
takinge, and disposinge, of trees, woods, and timber, Duringe the said 
tearme of three yeares, without impeachment of waist and of the 
fornace and Iron Works ther. I doe hereby also will that two yeares 
of the said tearme in the said fforge, fornace, housses, waies, water 
courses, lands, power to cutt downe woods, Digge, and myne, and the 
said Iron workes and p'mysses, and the whole benyfitt thereof, shall goe 
to my executrix hereafter named towards the p'formance of this my 
Will, and that the annual profitt of the resydue of the said tearme 
shall goe to the saide Thomas now Viscount Saville, my sonne, vpon 
condicon nevertheless that he the said Viscount shall not hinder or 
disturbe the execution of this my last will and testament, nor impeach 
any the estates or interests by me given, settled, or confirmede, or 
intended to be given, setled, or confirmed, therby, but shall make such 
confirmation thereof as shalbe required, and that if the said Viscount 
shall goe aboute to hinder or disturbe the execution of this my last Will, 
or to impeach the said estates or interests or any of them, or shall 
refuse to make such confirmacon as aforesaide, Then my will is that 
my said bequest vnto him of the said resydue of the said tearme in 
the said Iron works and premisses shall be voyde and of none effecte 
as vnto him, and that the same shall then goe and accrew unto my said 
executrix hereafter named, towards the pformance of this my Will, and 
for and concerninge all and every other my goods and chattells real and 
p’sonall of what Kinde and nature soever the same be, and herein not 
before bequeathed, I doe make my dearly beloved daughter Anne Leigh, 
widdow, late wyfe of Peirce Leigh, esquire, deceased, sole executrix 
thereof, and of this my last Will, and doe by this my said Will lymytt 
and appoynte that after Due and Just Debts payde, my funeral] expences 
Discharged, and the Legacies and bequests by me maid and given or to 
be maid and given, and expressed in a schedule to this my last Will 
annexed, fully and trulye satisfied, She the said Anne my executrix 
shall have hold and inioye the same to her owne proper vse and behoofe, 
and I doe make and appoynt the said Richard Bell and John Banks of 
grayes Inne, in the County of Middl’, esquyre, overseers of this my 
Will. In Witness whereof, I have herevnto sett my hande and seale, 
and Published the same as my last will and testament, the day a yeare 
first above written, In the presence of John Banks, Med. that this 
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fyftenth day of August, Ano Dni 1630, I the within named John 
Lord Savile did publish this for my last will and testament, and sub- 
scribed my name to the sev’all legacies in the schedule menconed in the 
presence of vs George Armitage and Joseph Howarth. 

The schedule of the Legacies menconed in the Will of me, the 
within named John Lord Savile, Baron of Pontefracte, herevnto 
annexed. All wch my will is that my executrix of my said will, 
shall duly and truly pay out of my estate to her, Leste: Imprimus, I 
give and bequeath vnto my Daughter ffrances Savile, the some of one 
thousand pounds in Liew and full satisfaccon of her portion and childs 
parte, wch she can or may clayme after my death. Itm., I give and 
bequeath to my good and faithful sarvant Ellen Hinchclyffe, one 
hundred pounds, and to her daughter Anne, ffifte pounds. Item, I 
give vnto the said Ellen Hinchclyfte, all the Lynnen wch I have or shall 
have at my death, for or concerninge my owne wearinge, and wch is 
maid for that purpose. Item,I give to the said Ellen Hinchclyffe, 
fower of my best Mylke Kyne at Howley, such as she shall make 
choise of after my Death. Item, I give and bequeathe severally to my 
Sarvants hereafter named, the sev‘all somes hereafter sett doune, viz. : 
to Hersey Nevill Tenne Poundes, to Robert Burton Tenn pounds, to 
Richard Cooke fyve pounds, to Edward my coachman ffower pounds, 
to Thomas my foote man fyve pounds, to Robert Sparlinge Twenty 
shillings, to George my warriner twenty shillings, to John Cocker three 
pounds six shillings eight pence, to Robert Goodhall Twenty shillings, 
to Robert Winde three pounds, to my boye in the Buttrye forty 
shillings, to Willm Lewis fforty shillings, to old Margarett ffower 
pounds, to Raphe Parker ffortie shillings, to my s'vant Willm Jackson 
twenty pounds, to Chales Bower fforty shillings. Item, to every one 
of my weomen sarvants halfe ayeares wages more than ther wages due 
vnto them at my death. Item, I give to my daughter Bland Tenn 
pounds, to my daughter Copley tenn pounds. Item, I give to 
Mr’ Richard Bell whom I have maid one of the supvisors of this my 
Will, Twenty pounds, and to M' Banks, another sup'visor of this my 
said Will, Tenn pounds. Also I give vnto my most true and faithfull 
ffriende ffrancis Stringer twenty pounds and agilded bowle of the best 
sorte I have next vnto the best. Item, my will ys that this schedule 
also be annexed vnto my will by me alredy Published as parte thereof, 
and as a further Declaration of my true intent and meaninge, and my 
meaninge and will is that all my Mannors of Barwicke, and Scoles, and 
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Stapleton, and all my lands and hereditaments within the p'rishe of 
Barwicke in Elmett, and in Stapleton, shal] remayne and be vnto my 
daughter Anne Leigh and her heires and assignes for and towards the 
better p'formance of my said Will, and that all and every the said 
pson or psons seised therof or of any pte therof, any wayes in trust to 
my vse or for securitie of my debts for wch they stand Ingaged for me, 
shall vpon satisfaccon or securitie to thene geven by the said Anne, 
convey and assure all ther estates and right therein to her and her 
assignes, anythinge in my said Will conteyned to the contrary therof 
not withstandinge. Also my will is that after my Debts and Legacies 
payd and satisfied the resydue of the value of the said mannors and 
lands, and of all my moneys, goods, and stocke, debts, playte, house- 
holde stuffe, and other my goods and chattalls whatsoever, real and 
p'sonall, shall wholly remayne and be vnto my said daughter Anne 
Leigh, and to her vse duringe her lyfe, and after her decease vnto her 
children then Lyveinge, saveing that meaninge is that the said mannors 
and lands togyther with my Iron works* and all things needfull and 
belonginge therto, with my plate and householde stuffe shall be soe 
ordered, Deuided, and disposed of as is agreed between my said 
daughter and my sonne Viscount Savile, by my app’bacon and derection 
in the presence of sufficient witnesses, and my will is that yf my said 
daughter Anne Leigh doe dye before my debts and legacies be fully 
payde, that then my beloved and the survivors and survivor of them shall 
Immediately from and after her decease be the sole Executors of this 
my will. In trust nevertheless vnto and for the onely vse of my said 
daughter and of her children as aforesaid, after the full satisfaccon of 
the said debts and legacies. And I doe bequeath to every one that soe 
shall take vpon them the said executorshipp, the full some of .... . 
And I doe likewyse giue and bequeath unto my sonne Robert Savile 
and his heires, all my lands freeholde and copyholde in Clint,” within the 
forrest of Knaresborough. And I doe will, lymitt, and appoynt that 
as well my said sonne Thomas Viscount Savile, as also all and every 
other p’son interested therein with me alone or together, wch the said 
Viscount my sonne, or to eyther of our vses, shall passe, assine, and 
convey all the Estate right and tytle therin as well in Lawe as in 
Equitie vnto my said sonne Robert Savile and to his Heires, and I doe 
devyse and bequeath to the said Robert all my bonnds and other 
The Iron Works mentioned in this Will were situate at Kirkstall. 


> Lord Savile purchased the Manor of Clint from Margaret, the widow of Huntingdon 
Beckworth, Esq., of Clint, who died in great poverty in 1655. 
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assurances concerninge the same and doe make him my executor of all 
these bonnds, and of the covenants conteyned in these assurances but of 
nothinge else. Memoranded that this present xxvij day of August, 
1630, I, the within named John Lo. Savile, did publish this to be parte 
of my last will and testament in the presence of vs, ffrancis Stringer, 
Edward Wilson, and Abraham Hinchcliffe. 

Proved 23 February, 1630. 


62. Wii oF JoHN CopLey, 1643. 


Memorandit.* That John Copley, late of Batley, with in the 
Diocese of York, gent., deceased, being of pfecte mynd and memory 
yet sick in body of the sickness whereof he dyed, within one, two, 
three, fower, five, sixe, or seven days before his death, or thereabouts, 
did by word of mouth, before sevall witnesses, declare his last will and 
mynd, touchinge the disposal of his psonall estate in manner following, 
viz.: the sd John Copley beinge desired to settle his estate, and to 
make his will, did freely and of his owne accord declare his mynd and 
will, that his will was, that his wife should haue her right due out of 
his psonal estate, his debts beinge first payd, and that all the residue of 
his goods should_accrewe and be given to his bretheren and sisters, in 
the psence of settall witnesses. 

Witnesses— Martin Allonson and others. 

5 February, 1643. 


63. Witt oF Joun HarpcastLe, 1662. 


In the name of God, Amen, the eighteenth day of November, in 
the yeare of our Lord (according to the course and computation of the 
Church of England) one thousand six hundred sixty and two: whereas 
the life of man is sinfull, sorrowfull, short, and vncertaine. Therefore 
I, John Hardcastle of Batley, in the County of York, Yeoman, being 
of good and pfect health and sound in memory I thank God therefore, 
yet Knoweing that even in health wee are subject vnto death, doe in 
this vncertainety of life make, publish, and declayre, that my Last Will 
and Testament containeing therein my full and whole mynde in forme 
followeing. And ffirst, 1 comend my soule to God that gave it, and 
to my saviour Jesus Christ who hath redeemed it, and to the holy Spirit 


® The above mem. was admitted to probate at York as the last will of the Testator. 
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who hath allwayes sustained and comforted it, beseeching Almighty 
God to be mercifull vnto all my sinns for my Saviour Jesus Christ his 
sake, by whose merritts onely and by no other meanes whatsoever I look 
to be saved, humbly confessing and with sorrow acknowledging my 
greate vnworthiness of the Least of his mercyes, especially for the 
plentifull meanes for obtaineing spirituall vnderstanding vnder the 
Ministery and preaching of the Gospell, and I heartely beseche him 
therefore to forgive me my negligence and ignorance in that I noe 
way answered these liberal meanes which he hath afforded me, and 
to grant me grace that the small remnant of dayes which I have to 
spend yet in this Vaile of Misery I may employe them soe as his name 
may be glorifyed, my soule and consience comforted, and in the end 
I may be made p'taker of Imortality in his most glorious Kingdome, 
my body I yeild to the Earth from whence it came and the same to 
be buryed xxian Burial. Now my Will and mynde 1s to dispose of 
my goods and cattells in manner and forme ffolloweing : ffirst, my will 
and mynde is that all my debts and funerall expenses be faithfully payd 
and discharged out of my whole goods. Then I give and bequeath 
vnto the children of Thomas Chapman of Thorncover, twenty shillings. 
Itm., I giue and bequeath vnto the children of Jonas Steade of Colling- 
ham, by him begotten of the body of Mary his late wife, deceased, and 
sisters daughter of me the said John Hardcastle, other twenty shillings 
equally betwixt or amongst them. Itm., I giue and bequeath vnto the 
children of Samuel Batley now or late of Rigton, by him begotten of 
the body of Dorothy his late wife, deceased, and sisters Daughter of me 
the sayd John Hardcastle, other twenty shillings equally betwixt or 
amongst them. Itm., I giue and bequeath vnto the children of 
anthony Scott late of Gildersome, deceased, thirteene shillings fower 
pence equally betwixt or amongst them. Itm.,1 giue and bequeath 
vnto the children of Joseph Scott of the same, other twenty shillings 
equally betwixt or amongst them. Itm., I giue and bequeath vnto the 
now wife of John Downes of Pudsey, other twenty shillings. Itm., I 
giue and bequeath vnto Richarde Birkheade of Gildersome aforesayd, 
five shillings. Itm., vnto John Birkheade of Thorncover, aforesayd, 
his brother, other tenn shillings. Itm., I giue and bequeath vnto 
Ester Birkhead and Mary Birkhead, daughters of John Birkhead of 
Gildersome, aforesayd, my brother in Lawe, eyther of them five 
shillings. Itm., I giue and bequeath vnto Richard Milner, sonne of 
Robert Milner late of Hunslett, deceased, other five shillings, and all 
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the Rest and mainder of my goods, cattells, credits, and debts what- 
soever, I giue and bequeath vnto Sicily, now my wife. And I doe 
make and appoynt the sayd Sicily, my wife, to be executrx of this my 
last Will and testament. 

Witnesses, Samuel Reyner, John Bradley, Thomas Exley. 

Proved 8 August, 1666. 


64. Witt oF Jonn Hearty, 1666. 


The last Will and Testament of John Healey of Healey, in the 
parish of Batley, and in the County of York, ffelmonger, made and 
published this sixteenth day of February, in the yeare of our Lord one 
thousand six hundred sixtye six. As for my worldly estate wherewith 
the Lord hath blessed me, my will and minde is, my debts and 
funerall expenses ffirst discharged, my wife have her thirdes according 
to law, and the rest of my estate be equally divided amongst my children 
being seauen, excepting what hereafter is expressed, if itt please the Lord 
to take any of my children by death, the portion to be devided amongst 
the rest. Item, my will and minde is that they continue together and 
carry on their trade without any division for three yeares space, except 
my wife have a minde to devide. Item, my will and minde is that my 
wife have the house where I now dwell, and all the farme I take of M' 
John Kay, soe long as she continueth my wife, excepting what hereafter 
is expressed. Item, my sonne John Healey, my will and minde is that 
he have the lower end of the house where my brother Thomas liveth, 
with the upper end of the barne above the floor, and halfe of the croft 
with the Baitehouse, paying rent accordingly, with all the land I take of 
Joseph Oaley, he paying to Samuell, my sonne, three poundes at fourre 
yeares end. Item, my will and minde is that if my wife doe marry 
and be provided for, that then my sonne John come into that end of 
the house which I have given to her before, and have that land alsoe 
which is M* John Kayes. Item, my will and minde is that my sonne 
Joseph Healey have that other parte of the house and lands I have sett 
before to my sonne John Healey, he paying vnto my sonne Samuell 
Healey thirty shillings when he entreth therevnto. Item, I make and 
ordaine Alice, my Wife, and John Healey, my sonne, joint Executors 
of this my last will and testament. Lastly I make John Swift, my 
father in law, and Marma. Reynor, my brother in law, suprvisors of 
this my last Will and Testament, whereunto I have sett my hand etc. :— 
Witnesses, John Healey, Marma. Reynor, William Ashley, Rebeckah 
Healey. 
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65. Witt or AnTHoNy Foxcrort, 1671. 


In the name of God, amen. I, Anthony Foxcroft of Batley, in 
the county of York, gentleman, being weake in body but of p’fect 
memory and sound vnderstanding through the mercy of God, doe 
make this my last Will and Testament. Imprimues, I comend my 
soule to God whoe gave it, hopeing and trusting to finde mercy with 
him and eternal salvation only by the merritts of our blessed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and my body to be decently interred at the 
discretion of my wife and friends in Batley Church, and as for that 
worldly Estate it hath pleased God to give me I leave and dispose of 
it in manner ffollowing. Imprimis, I make and constitute Anne, my 
deare wife, sole executrix of my whole estate, to whom I comitt the 
charge and Tuition of my children, and leave her a third part of my 
whole Estate in goods and chattells and also of all my lands during her 
life. Itm., I devise, give, and bequeath, all the remainder of my goods 
both quick and Deade to my seaven daughters, and all my lands and 
housing which lyeth in Dewsbury which I bought of my brother 
Thomas, and alsoe that ffarme which lyeth at Batley Carr which I 
bought of my said Brother, nowe in the tenure and occupation of 
John Webster, conteyning by estimacon eight acres and with all houses 
and buildings thereon, and alsoe all my other Lands in Batley which I 
bought of my brother Thomas, Henry, and John, Joyntly, viz. 
Imprimis, in the tenure of Samuel Hird one close called Goodgin 
Royd, and an other called Woodwell Head, and one day ploughing in 
Southroyd field, and another day ploughing in a close called six Lands, 
and alsoe an other day ploughing in Ilberroyd field. Itm., the Messuage 
and Tenement in y° occupacon of Richard Hardwick. Itm., the 
Messuage wherein Margaret Consmith now liveth, the croft adioning 
to her backside conteyning by estimacon two acre. Itm., a new house 
lately erected with the croft adioyning formerly called fields house and 
croft, all which housing and Lands before mentioned I devise, give, and 
bequeath to my said daughters their heires and assigns for ever, to be 
equally devided amongst them with the goods afore mentioned. Itm., 
I give and bequeath to my brother Henry and John and to every one 
of my brother Thomas his children five shillings a peece. In witness 
whereof I hereunto set my hand and seale this ninth day of Aprill, in 
the yeare of our Lord one thousand six hundred three score and eleaven. 
Witness hereof, Samuel Ward, Timothy Heaton. 
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66. Witt or Epwarp Cop.ey, 1676. 


I, Edward Copley of Batley, Esq’, being weake in Body but of 
perfect memory praised be Almighty God, doe constitute and appoint 
this my last Will and Testament (revoaking all former wills whatsoever) 
in manner and forme following: first, I committ my soule into the handes 
of Almighty God, trusting through the merritts of my blessed Saviour 
to obtaine everlasting bliss and happiness, and my body to be devoutly 
interred in the South quire of Batley Church at the discretion of my 
executrix, and to be laide by my former wife, and for that temporal 
Estate wherewith it hath pleased Almighty God to bless me, I give and 
bequeath unto my beloved wife M™ Beatrix Copley, my debts and 
funerall expenses being first discharged, all my debts as well bills or 
bonds as others, as also all my goodes and chattells as well within doores 
as without, as also one farme in Birstall now in the occupation of 
George Anderton, to the value of three pounds p* annu or thereaboutes, 
as alsoe one surrender of the Moietie of the coppy hold Lands in Wat- 
field made to Henry Atkinson of Leeds, attorney, and in the keeping 
of M* Richard Nettleton, the younger, of Earls-heaton, as alsoe one 
Mortgage made to M* Smallwood of some Landes in Batley to the 
Value of Five pounds p* anni, now in the occupation of Jo. Middle- 
brooke paying what is in arrears of the said Mortgage, viz., twenty 
poundes or thereabouts for the vse of the said M*™ Beatrix Copley for 
and dureing the term of her naturall life and after her decease for the 
vse of my three younger sonnes John, William, and Brudnall, and in 
the mean time she the said M* Beatrix Copley to educate my said three 
younger sonnes and to dispose of them to callings att her descretion, 
and I doe constitute and appointe my said deare wife M* Beatrix Copley 
the sole Executrix of this my last- Will and Testament. 

Witness my hands and Seals the twenty-fifth day of October, in 
the twenty eight yeare of his Majesties Reigne that now is, Charles the 
second, by the grace of God King of England, Scotland, ffrance, and 
Ireland, defender of the faith, etc., annoq, dni 1676:—Edward Copley. 
In the presence and Witness of vs :—Tho. Thorndike, Jo. Broadhead. 

Proved 27 February, 1678. 


67. Witt or Mary Tuompson, 1680, 


The Will of Mary Thompson of Carlinghow, widdow, dated 
1* January, 1680. 
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I bequeath to Francis Thompson, my son, £10; to William 
Wormall, my son in law, £20; to Rebecca, my daughter, the wife of 
John Fourness, £20; to my grandchildren the children of my daughter 
Sarah, the wife of John Dickson, £20 amongst them as they attain 
the age of 21; to my grandchildren the children of Mary my eldest 
daughter, late deceased, wife of Tempest Taylor, viz., Thomas, Mary, 
and Rebecca, £20 equally amongst them at 21; to my sister Rebecca 
Ealey a silver tumbler, a 20/- piece of gold, and a silver spoone; to 
Edith Shillito, my sister, 5/-; to Joseph Ealey, my brother, 5/-; to 
Willm. Wormall, John Fourness, Tempest Taylor, and to John 
Dickson, my sons in law, to each 5/-. The rest of my goods to be 
divided amongst my grandchildren as they come of age. I ordain 
ffrancis Thompson, Willm. Wormall, and John Fourness, my son and 
sons in law, my Exors. 

Wtns., Benjamin Harrison, Rob’ Fourness, Mich' Broadhead, 

Proved 1680. 


68. Witt oF Francis THomMpson OF CaARLINGHOW, 1690. 


In the name of God, amen. Bee it knowne vnto all men by 
these presents that I, ffrancis Thompson of Carlinghow, in Batley, in 
the County of Yorke, Yeoman, doe make this my last will and testa- 
ment in manner and forme following: ffirst and principally, I giue and 
bequeath my soul into the hands of Almighty God, beseeching him 
according to the multitude of his vnspeakeable mercies to receive it into 
his glorious fruition of his most blessed presence. Itm., I give my 
body to be buried in the churchyard of Batley as may seem best at the 
discretion of my friends, and as for my wordly estate which it hath 
pleased* God Gratiously to bestow vpon me, I dispose in manner and 
forme following. Imprimus, I giue and bequeath vnto my Son-in-Law 
Nathaniel Booth, the sum of one hundred pounds, to be paid to him 
within six months next after my decease. Itm., I give vnto my sister 
Rebecca ffourness and to my sister Sarah Dixon either of them twenty 
pounds, to be paid to them within six months next after my decease. 
Itm., I giue vnto my said two sisters Rebecca and Sarah all the cloth 
and all other the household goods which I brought to the house of 
John Fourness, my brother in law, which are now there, to be equally 
devided betwixt them. Itm., I give vnto my neice Diana ffourness 
one nagg, colour white. Itm., I give vnto my sonn Thomas Thompson 
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all my goods at the Ridings which are vnbequeathed, and do hereby 
make him my sole Executor of this my last will and testament, 
Revoking all other and former wills. In witness whereof I the said 
ffrancis Thompson have set to my hand and seal the fourth day of 
May, in the second year of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord 
William and Lady Mary, by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, 
ffrance, and Ireland, King and Queen, defender of the faith, Anno 
Dni 1690.  ffran* Tompson, sealed and signed in the presence of 
Rob’ Savile (his marke), Mich’ Broadhead, Mary Wilby (her marke). 
Proved 2 July, 1690. 


69. Witt oF JosepH SCHOLEFIELD OF DRIGHLINGTON, 1696. 


In the name of God, amen, the 14™ day of Aprill, in the eight 
year of W" III., 1696. I, Joseph Scholefield of Drighlington, in the 
County of Yorke, Yeom., being infirme in body but of p'fett memory 
and understanding praised be God for the same, do make and declare 
this my last will and Testam* in manner and forme following: ffirst, I 
comend my soul to almighty God my mercifull Creator, assuredly 
trusting thro’ the merritts of Jesus Christ my blessed Saviour and 
Redeemer and through Faith in his blood I shall obtaine forgiveness 
of my sins and everlasting life, and my body I comitt to the Earth 
from whence it came, to be decently buried at the discrecon of my 
Extor. hereafter named, in stedfast hope and assurance of a Joyfull 
resurreccon unto life eternall, and for such worldly Estates as it hath 
pleased God to bless me withall in this p'sent world, my will and mind 
is and I do hereby give, devise, and bequeath, the same in mann* and 
forme following, and first my will and mind is that out of my goods 
and chattells my funerall be paid and Debts Discharged. Itm.,‘I giue, 
devise, and bequeath, unto Joshua Scholefield, my eldest son, and his 
heirs, all my messuages, cottages, or tenem*, with their and every of 
their ap'tences, situate, lying, and being in little Liversedge, in the prsh 
of Birstall, and all the houses, Edifices, barns, buildings, orchards, 
Gardens, fields, backsides, and Easem‘, whatsoever, to the same be- 
longing, and also all my closes, Lands, Tenem“, and hereditam*, what- 
soever, in little Liversedge, afores*, to the said Messuages, Cottages, or 
Tenem* belonging or in any wise ap'taining, and now in the tenure or 
occupacon of Richard Rouse and Joshua Robinson or their assigns, to 
have and to hold the same to my son Joshua Scholefield his heirs and 
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assigns for ever, provided always and upon condicon that he the s* 
Joshua Scholefield, my son, his heirs or assignes do pay or cause to be 
p* unto my dear loving wife Alice Scholefield forty shillings yearly and 
every year after my decease, out of the s* Messuages, Cottages, Lands, 
Tenem‘, and p'mises, for and during the term of her nrall life in 
manner and forme following (that is to say): twenty shillings at every 
half year after my decease or within ten days next after the end of 
every halfe year, but if default be made in paym’ of any twenty shillings 
at any halfe year end or within ten days then next following, then after 
such default made I give, devise, and bequeath, all the said Messuages, 
Cottages, Lands, Tenem*, p'misses, unto my said dear and loving wife 
Alice Scholefield for and during the Terme of her nrall life, and after 
her decease then to the said Joshua Scholefield and his heirs for ever. 
Itm., I give, devise, and bequeath unto my s* son Joshua Scholefield 
20° of lawfull money of England, to be p* unto him by my Extor. 
hereafter named within twelve months next after my decease. 

Itm., I give, devise, and bequeath unto Richard Scholefield, one 
of my younger sons, and his heires, three closes of land, meadow, 
or pasture, comonly called or known by the name or names of ffox- 
holes, with the ap’tences, situate, lying, and being in Drighlington, 
in the pish of Birstall, afores*, and now in the tenure or Occupacon 
of me the s* Joseph Scholefield or my assignes, to haue and to hold 
the s* three closes of Land with the ap*tences unto the s* Richard 
Scholefield, my son, his heires and assignes for ever, provided 
always and upon condicon that he the s* Richard Scholefield, my 
son, his heires or assignes, do pay or cause to be p* unto my dear 
and loving wife Alice Scholefield 40° of lawfull money of England, 
yearly and every year after my decease, out of the s* three closes of 
Land,-for and during the Term of her nirll life in manner and forme 
following (that is to say): 20° at every halfe year end after my decease 
or within ten days next after the end of every halfe year, but if default 
be made in paymt of any twenty shillings at any halfe years end or 
within ten days then next following, then after such default made I 
giue, devise, and bequeath all the s* three closes of Land with the 
aptences unto my s° dear and loving wife Alice Scholefield for and 
during the Terme of her nrll life, and after her decease then to the s* 
Richard Scholefield and his heires for ever. Itm., I do giue, devise, 
and bequeath, unto my s* dear loving wife Alice Scholefield forty 
shillings of lawful money of England, to be p* unto her by my Extor. 
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within twenty dayes next after my decease. Itm., I giue, devise, and 
bequeath, unto my s* dear and loving wife Alice Scholefield, one bed- 
stocks, beding withall the aptences thereto belonging, two chists, two 
chaires, four cushions, two stools, one table standing in the house body, 
two pans, two pewter doublers, and one kitt. Itm., I giue, devise, and 
bequeath unto my son Robert Scholefield five pounds of lawfull money 
of England, to be p* unto him by my Extor. within twelve months 
next after my decease. Itm., I give, devise, and bequeath unto my 
son Joseph Scholefield twenty pounds of lawfull money of England, 
to be paid unto him by my Extor. within twelve months next after 
my decease, 
Itm., I giue and bequeath unto my son Benjamin Scholefield fifteen 
ounds. Itm., I giue and bequeath unto my daughter Alice Brooke, 
the wife of John Brooke, twenty shillings. Itm., I giue and bequeath 
unto my daughter Mary Crabtree, the wife of Henry Crabtree, twenty 
shillings. Itm., I give and bequeath unto Joseph Hague, my Grand- 
child, 40°, to be p* unto him when he accomplishes the age of three 
and twenty years, and all the rest and residue of my p'sonall Estate 
w'soever, I do giue and bequeath the same unto my s* son Richard 
Scholefield,* whom I make and ordaine sole Extor. of this my last will 
and Testam’. Witns., Joseph Turner, Jno. Scott, Geo. Usher, Geo. 
Usher, Jun’. 


70. WiLi or JoHN GREENWOOD oF Dewsgpury Moor, 1698. 


In the name of God, amen, the twentieth day of December, in 
the tenth year of the Reigne of our Soveraigne Lord William the third, 
by the grace of God King of England, Scotland, ffrance, and Ireland, 
Defender of the faith, etc., Annog. Dni 1698. I, John Greenwood of 
Dewsbury Moor side, in the County of Yorke, Clothier, being sick in 
body but of good and pfect memory (thanks be to God), do make this 
my last will and Testam* in manner and forme following, that is to say, 
first, I bequeath my soule and spirit into the hands of Almighty God 
my heavenly ffather, by whom of his mercy and only grace I trust to 
be saved and rec’ed into eternall rest thro’ the death of my Saviour and 
Redeemer Jesus Christ, in whose precious blood I set the only and 
whole hope of my salvation, my wretched body in hope of a joyfull 
resureccon I comitt to the Earth to be decently buried at the discrecon 


® The Testator was father of Richard Scholefield of Batley Hall. (Will No. 76). 
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of my adm™ hereafter named, and as touching the distribucon of my 
mortall goods, I dispose of the same as followeth: my mind is that all 
such debts as I do owe be truly paid. Itm., I do give and bequeath unto 
Bethsheba, my wife, the sume of ten pounds (to witt), five pounds my 
brother Thomas Greenwood owes me upon bonds, and other five pounds 
which my brother in Law Richard Gyne owes me, and also one bed 
and beding belonging to the same, in the chamber over the Parlour, 
the same beding to be answerable to other beds in the house. Itm., I 
give to Sarah, my daughter, the sume of ten pounds, which my son 
Abraham Greenwood owes me, and one bed and one chist which came 
by her owne mother, and the sume of five pounds to be paid to her at 
the age of twenty four years or be marryed, whether shall first happen, 
and if it shall please God that Sarah my daughter shall dye before she 
attaine the age of twenty four years, or be married, leaving no issue of 
her body, then my will and mind is, that the last menconed sume of 
five pounds, shall be equally devided betwixt Susannah and Dorothy 
her sisters. Itm., I do give and bequeath unto Abraham Greenwood, 
Isaac Greenwood, and Jonathan Greenwood, my sons, every one of them 
one shilling and no more, and also I do give and bequeath unto Martha, 
my daughter, wife of Joshua Beckitt, one shilling and no more, I having 
already given them competent porcons, I do likewise give to Bathsheba, 
my wife, the benefitt and good will of one Lease of three closes of 
Land, called the calfe croft, birk close, and Raven brooke, lying and 
being in Dewsbury afores", so long as she shall keep my widdow and 
unmarried, but if she shall chance to marry againe, after such marriage 
my will and mind is, and I do hereby give and bequeath the benefit 
and good will of the above Lease and three closes of Land during the 
remainder of the Lease to Abraham Greenwood my son, his Extors, 
adm™, and assignes, all the rest and residue of my psonall estate, 
goods and chattells whatsoever, I do give and bequeath unto Susannah 
Greenwood and Dorothy Greenwood, my daughters, who I do hereby 
appoint joynt Extors. of this my last will and Testam’, and my will 
and mind is that Thomas Wightman and Thomas Greenwood shall 
have the aditicon granted to them of all my goods and chattells and 
be adm“ in trust for my Extors. during their minority, and my will 
and mind also is that Bathsheba, my wife, shall have the Educacon of 
Susannah Greenwood and Dorothy Greenwood, my children, during 
their minority, and shall have reasonable maintenance allowed for 
maintaining them at the discrecon of the s* Thomas Wightman and 
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Thomas Greenwood, so long as she the said Bathsheba, my wife, shall 
keep unmarried, and if it shall chance that either Susannah Greenwood 
or Dorothy Greenwood shall dye without Issue or before she attaine 
the age of twenty one years, that then her part and porcon so dying 
shall go to the other surviving sister, and if it chance that they both 
dye before they shall attaine the age of twenty one years or be married, 
that then their parts and porcons shall go amongst all the rest of m 
surviving children equally to be divided amongst them, and I do hereby 
revoke and make void all former wills and Testam® by me hereto- 
fore made. In witness, &c., the day and year above written, 1698. 
Witnesses, Timo. Greenwood, John Greenwood, Jos. Greene. 


Proved 15 February, 1698. 


71. Wii oF JosHua Brooke or BatLey, YEOMAN, 1698. 


In the name of God, amen, the 12™ day of Sepber., 1698. I, 
Joshua Brooke of Batley, in the Co. of Yke., Yeom. I bequeath unto 
Elizabeth, my loving wife, during her nr’all life, all that messuage 
wherein John Scatcher doth now inhabit and all the buildings there- 
unto belonging, and the three closes of Land called the croft adjoining 
to the s* Messuage, another called the Smythy Ing, and another called 
Tonge, and two acres of Land lying in Ilberbroyd field with the 
ap’tences in Batley, afores", and in satisfaction of her Dower of, in, 
and to all my Lands and Tenm* whatsoever, and from and after her 
decease I give the said premises unto my three Grand children, Joshuah, 
John, and Will. Brooke (sons of my eldest son Willm. Brooke, now 
deted), and to their heirs equally, if they are not satisfied or any of 
them shall give any disturbance the bequest to be void, and I give and 
devise all the said premises to my daughter Anne, now wife of Jeremy 
Haley, for her naturall life and after her decease to her children. I give 
and bequeath unto my daughter Patience Cagill and to her heirs all 
that Messuage or Tenem‘ wherein Reuben Blackley now doth Inhabit, 
and one close of Land called high Croft or ould royd farme, and one 
other close called Caw croft lying in Batley, and if my said daughter 
marry after such marriage I give the said messuage and Land unto her 
children she now hath equally. I give unto my daughter Anne all 
that Messuage or tenem* wherin she now dwells, and one close of 
Land called Miln-hill now likewise in the possession of the said 
Jeremy Haley, her husband, in Batley, and after her decease to her 
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children equally. I give one certaine house called Walmersley house 
in Batley unto my Brother in Law Timothy Foxcroft during his 
naturall life, and afterwards to Henry Foxcroft, son of the said 
Timothy Foxcroft, for ever. I give all that Messuage or Tenem’* 
wherein I now Inhabit and dwell and buildings thereunto belonging, 
and one close of land called the Croft thereto adjoyning, and one 
close called Moor Close in Batley, and all those closes of land in 
Burstall, unto my well beloved friends John Dawson of Morley, 
Yeom., and Marm. Shepley of Batley, Yeom., and to their heires 
and to the survivor and his heires, and to stand seized as ffeofees in 
trust to the use of my son John Brooke and Eliza”, his wife, for their 
naturall liues, and after their decease the said messuage and croft and 
a moiety of the closes of land to the use of Willm. Brook, eldest son 
of the said John Brook, and his heires for ever, and the other moiety 
to the other children of the said John Brook. I appoint Jeremy Haley 
and my daughter Patience Cagill, Exors., and Jno, Dawson and Marma- 
duke Shepley, supervisors. Witns., Christopher Gost, Joseph Talbutt, 
Thos, Fearnley. 


72. Wirt or Joun Batt, 1706. 


In the name of God, Amen, the seaventeenth day of February, 
in the year of o” Lord God seaventeene hundred and six. I, John Batt 
of Oakwell, in y*° County of Yorke, Esq’, being in health of body and 
of good and p’fect memory (thanks be to God), doe make this my last 
will and testament in manner following (y* is to say); ffirst, I bequeath 
my soule into y* hands of Almighty God, by whome of his mear grace 
I trust to be saved through y* death of my Saviour Jesus Christ, my 
body I comitt to y° earth to be buryed in such a mann‘ as my dear wife 
Henrietta Catherina shall thinke fitt, and as touching y° disposall of all 
my estate both reall and p’sonall, I dispose of y* the same as followeth: 
first, I will that all my debts and funerall expenses shall be paid and 
discharged out of my p’sonall Estate, and after in regard y* I haue had 
a considerable fortune w™ my said wife Henrietta Catherina, my will and 
mind is y* she shall peaceably and quietly haue and enjoy all y*’ Mann’, 
Lands, Tenem*, Rents, and hereditaments w'soever, settled by me upon 
her for her joynture dureing her life according to her joynture Deeds, 
and furth" my will and mind is and I doe also hereby give and bequeath 
to her my said wife Henrietta Catherina all my Messuages, Mills, Lands, 
Tenem*, Rents, and hereditam* w'soever, with their appurtences situate, 
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Lyeing and being at Spenn, Drighlington, Adwalton, win y° parish of 
Birstall, and Greetland, in y* Townshipp of Ealand, in y* Vickaridge of 
Hallifax, in y* s* county of Yorke, now or late in tenure or occupacon 
of Crofer Laverack, Sam’ Stott, Willm. Brooke, Gent., John Wilson, 
Willm. Barran, and Thomas Beamont, or some of them, theirs or some 
of them their assigne or assignes, To haue and to hold y° same unto her 
y’s* Henrietta Catherina, my said wife, and to her heires and assignes for 
ev’, she paying out of the same unto Willm. Steele, my old and trusty 
servant, in respect of his truth and faithfullness in my service y° year- 
lye sume of five pounds, for and dureing y° terme of his life, at Whit- 
suntide and St. Martin y* Bpp in Winter yearly by equal paym*, he 
makeing a Lawfull demand of y* same, y* first paym* thereof to be 
made at such of the said feasts or times of paym*“ as shall first happen 
next after my decease, and furth™ my will and mind is y* my said wife 
shall sell and dispose of any p* of my woodd as she thinks fitt, w‘out 
impeachm’ of wast or being any way sued for wast, soe as she leave y* 
same wafered according to y* custome of y* country, and to p'vent all 
suite, trouble, disturbance, changes, and expenses in Law or Equity, 
which may happen to my said wife touching any part of y° s* p'misses 
given to her as aforesaid, my will and mind is y* in case my said wife 
be put to any mann’ of trouble or disturbance, charges or expenses 
ab‘ y* same either in Law or Equity by Martha Murgatroyd, my 
sister, or by her husband or any other p’son claiming under eith" of 
them, y* then she my said wife shall haue ye revercon of all my Lands 
and tenem* w’soever, and all my reall Estate to her and her heires and 
assignes for ev’, and further my will and mind is y” in case my said 
wife haue noe suche trouble, disturbance, charge, or expence in Law 
or Equity touching w' is before given to her, y* then I hereby give 
and bequeath unto Martha Murgatroyde, my said sister, y* revercon 
and remainder of all my mann", Lands, Tenem*“, rents, and heredita- 
ments wtsoever, which are contained and included and comp*hended 
in my said wifes Joynture Deed, with every of their appurtences to 
her my said Sister Murgatroyd dureing her life, upon condicon yt she 
pays thirty pounds rent charge yearly thereout to each of my Sisters 
Elizabeth Bevers and Judith Lindley, by equal paym* at Whitsuntide 
and Martinmas, y* first paym* to begin at Whitsuntide or Martinmas 
wheth” shall first happen next after y* death of my said Wife, and this 
only to be paid upon this condicon, y* they and their husbands haue 
put my said wife to noe suite, trouble, charges, or expenses, either in 
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Law or Equity dureing her life, touching y* premises, and in case y* 
revercon and remainder of my said Mann”™, tenem“, and hereditaments 
soe settled in Joynture as afores* doe not become forfitted to my said 
wife by suite or disturbance as afores*, then my will and mind is y* 
after y° death of my said wife and Sister Murgatroyd that y° same and 
all other my real Estate whatsoever (except what is before given to my 
said wife), shall goe and be to my nephew John Murgatroyd, my said 
Sister Murgatroyd’s son, during his life upon this condicon, that he 
pay to each of his Aunts Elizabeth Bevers and Judith Lindley each 
of them five hundred pounds, win one year next after his comeing 
to possession thereof or else continue their said yearly rent charge of 
thirty pounds a piece to them and their heirs wheth" he pleases, and 
after upon this condicon, y* he and his heires beare y* name of y° 
Battes and alsoe their coat of armes, and alsoe upon this further 
condicon, yt John Murgatroyd, his fath", doe settle upon him and 
the heires of his body Lands of the value of one hundred and fifty 
pounds p ann., some time before he haue what is before intended him, 
and if all and each of these p’ticular condicons be not p’formed by the 
said John Murgatroyd, y* father, and the said John Murgatroyd, y° 
son, as is before required, then my will and mind is and I hereby 
giue and bequeath y° same equally amongst my said Sisters Elizabeth 
Bevers and Judith Lindley, and my said nephew Murgatroyd, and 
to their heires for ever, they the said Eliz™ Bevers and Judith 
Lindley or their heires furst paying back to my said nephew Mur- 
gatroyd soe much money as he before paid to them, and if y® said 
John Murgatroyd, my nephew, enjoy the same dureing his life upon 
p formeing the condicons afores*, then after his death I give y° same to 
y° use of Francis Lindley, Esq’, and John Ainly, Esq’, their adm‘ 
and assignes for and dureing the terme of five hundred yeares from 
thenceforth next ensueing, fully to be compleat and ended without 
impeachment of wast, nevertheless upon such trust and confidences as 
is hereinafter menconed and declared concerning y* said terme and 
Estate, and from and immediately aft" the end or other determination 
of y* said terme of five hundred yeares, then to y° use of y° first 
son of the body of the said Jn? Murgatroyd, my nephew, Jawfully 
begotten, and y® heires males of y* body of such ffirst son lawfully 
to be begotten, and for default of such Issue to y* use of y* second 
son of the said Jno. Murgatroyd, my nephew, lawfully begotten, and 
for default of such Issue to y* use of y* third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
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seaventh, eight, ninth, tenth, and all and every other son and sons 
of y° body of y* said Jno. Murgatroyd, my nephew, to be begotten, 
and y° heires male of their respective bodys of such third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seaventh, eight, ninth, tenth, and all and every oth" Son and Sons 
of the body of y° said John Murgatroyd, my nephew, Lawfully to 
be begotten, and the heires male of their bodys successively one aft" 
another as they shall be in seniority of age, priority of birth, y* elder 
and y° heires male of his body to be p'ferred before y* young‘ and y* 
heires males of their bodys, and for default of such Issue to y* use and 
behoofe of y* heires of y* body of y* said John Murgatroyd, my nephew, 
and for default of such Issue to y* use and behoofe of y* second, third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, and all and every oth" son and sons of the body 
of my said Sister Martha Murgatroyd to be begotten, and y* heires 
male of y* respective bodys of such second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
and all and every oth” son and sons of y* body of y* said Martha 
Murgatroyd to be begotten, and y* heires male of their bodys suc- 
cessively one after another as they shall be in seniority of age and 
priority of birth, y* eld" and the heirs male of his body to be prefered 
before y* younger and the heires male of their bodys, and for default 
of such Issue to y* use and behoofe of y* heires of y* body of the 
said Martha Murgatroyd, and for default of such Issue to y* use and 
behoofe of y* said Elizabeth Bevers and Judith Lindley, my Sisters, 
and to their heires and assignes for ever, upon condicon y* they or their 
heires pay back y* said one thousand pounds to y* said John Murgat- 
royd, my nephew, or to his heires win one year after their coming to 
y° Estate, as the same before is menconed to be paid to them, and I 
hereby make y* said Henrietta Catherina, my wife, sole executrix of 
this my last will and testament, and doe revoke all oth" wills by me 
form'ly made. In Witness whereof I haue to this my present will and 
testament set my hand and seale y* said seaventeenth day of February, 
in the fifth yeare of y° reigne of our Soveraigne Lady Anne by y’° 
grace of God Queen of England, 1706, John Batte. Witnessess, 
Fran. Proctor, Mary Metcalfe, Thos. Consett, Francis Howard, Robert 
Trischett. 
Proved 4 April, 1707. 


73. Witt or Epwarp Coptey, 1716. 


In the Name of God, Amen. I, Edward Copley of Batley, in 
the County of York, Esq., do make this my last will and Testament in 
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manner and form following, Hereby revokeing all former Wills by me 
at any time heretofore made (that is to say) : I give and devise all that 
my Manor of Batley with its rights, members, and appurtefices, and 
all that my Manor house called Batley Hall, and all my Messuages, 
Land, Tenements, Tythes, and hereditaments whatsoever, with their and 
every of their appurtefices within the Town, Townfields, Territorys, 
or precintts of Batley, aforesaid, and also all that Messuage or Tene- 
ment called or known by the name of Topliff Hall, in the parish of 
Woodchurch, in the said County of York, and all and singular the 
appurtefices to the said Messuage belonging or in any wise appertaning 
or therewith enjoyed, together with the several closes hereafter men- 
tioned (that is to say): the Halfield close, the Ambler Close, the 
Coppsikes, the Tophill close, the three flatts, two closes called new 
closes and Sweet Bitt, one close called Robinson’s close, the Moor Close, 
the Kirk Ings, the Glovers close, two closes called Brandling closes, 
two closes called Goose royds, one close called Dyal close, and a piece 
of Land called Ivy roydes, with their and every of their appurterices, 
with all ways, waters, Watercourses, Comons, Comon of pasture and 
turbary, easements, emoluments, and hereditaments whatsoever of right 
belonging or in anywise appertaining to the said premises or any of 
them, together with the Tythe of Corn, grain, Hay, and all other 
Tythes whatsoever annually and yearly increasing, growing, and renew- 
ing, and also all that my Manor or Lordship of Oxenhope, in the 
parish of Bradford, in the said County of York, with all and singular 
Its rights, priveledges, Franchises, rents, rent services, hereditaments, 
and appurtefices whatsoever to the said Manor belonging, and all my 
Messuages, Lands, Tenements, and hereditaments, with the appurtefices 
whatsoever within the said Manor of Oxenhope, and also all that my 
Water corn Mill with the Kiln to the said Mill belonging in Oxenhope, 
aforesaid, and all Dams and attachment of Dams, and all Waters and 
Watercourses to the said Mill belonging, and all suit, soak, and mulcture 
belonging the same, Together with three closes of Land adjoining to 
the said Mill comonly called or known by the several names of Stack- 
holm, Goitholm, and Miln Hill, with all their rights, members, and 
appurtefices, whatsoever therewith used, occupied, or enjoyed, and also 
all other my Manors, Messuages, Lands, Tenements, Tythe rents, and 
hereditaments, within the said several Towns, Townships, and Teritorys 
of Batley, Topliff, and Oxenhope, or elsewhere within the said County 
of York, wherein I have any Estate of Inheritance in possession or 
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reversion, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders 
thereof, and all my estate, right, Title, both in Law and equity therein 
or in any of them, unto Francis Lindley of Bowling, in the said County, 
Esq’, and Christopher Hodgson of Westerton, in the said County, 
Gent., and their heirs and to the survivor of them and his Heirs, In 
trust nevertheless and to the intent and purpose that they the said 
Francis Lindley and Christopher Hodgson and their heires and the sur- 
vivor of them and his heires, shall permit and suffer John Copley, 
Rector of Thornhill, in the said County of York, Clerk, my Brother, 
to take and receive the Rents, Issues, and profitts of all the said 
premises during the term of his natural life, and from and immediately 
after his decease that they the said Francis Lindley and Christopher 
Hodgson and their Heires and the Heires of the Survivor of them, 
shall feofees and stand and be seized of all the aforesaid Manors, 
Mills, Messuages, Lands, Tenements, Tythes, and hereditaments what- 
soever to the same belonging, To the use and behoof of my Nephew 
Edward Copley, only Son of my said Brother John Copley, and the 
Heires Males of his body lawfully to be begotten, and for want of 
such Issue to the use and behoof of the heires males of the Body of my 
said Brother John Copley, begotten or to be begotten, and for want of 
such Issue to the right Heires of the said John Copley for ever. And 
whereas my Estate at Topcliffe, aforesaid, is only a reversion expectant 
upon the Death of ... . Favel, Widow, and the said Estate lyes 
contiguous to an Estate of the Earl of Cardigan, and in all Likely 
hood the said Earl or some of his successors may be desirous to Pur- 
chase the same, it having been anciently the Estate of that Family, 
In consideration whereof and for the great esteem I have for the said 
Earl, I do hereby Will and devise that that Estate shall be sold by my 
said Trustees to the said Earl and his Heires for a Valuable consideration 
In case the said Earl or his Heires be desirous to purchase the same, 
and I do hereby ratify, alow of, and confirm what conveyance my 
said Trustees shall make to the said Earl and his heirs of that Estate, 
any thing herein before to the contrary thereof notwithstanding, never- 
theless my Will and Mind is that my said Trustees shall lay out the 
money raised by such sale in a purchase of lands equal in Value to the 
said Estate at Topliff, and that they shall cause the same to be conveyed 
to and to the use of them and their Heirs, for the same use, intents, 
and purposes as I have herein before limitted my Estate at Batley and 
Oxenhope, and subject to the same conditions and agreements in every 
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respect, and in the mean time that the product of the money raised by 
such sale shall be applyed as the rents and profitts of my Estate at Batley 
and Oxenhope are hereinbefore limitted, and whereas I am possessed of a 
Term of years yet in being and not expired, which I hold by virtue of 
an Indenture of Demise made to me by the reverend Richard Bentley, 
Doctor of Divinity, Master of the Colledge of the holy and undivided 
Trinity within the Town and University of Cambridge, and the fellows 
and scholars of the same college, of all that the Moiety of the Rectory 
and Parsonage of Burstall in the said County of York, with all the 
rights, members, and appurtefices thereunto belonging, and also the 
moiety of all and singular the houses, Mansions, Barns, Stables, 
Edifices and Buildings to the said Rectory belonging, and also the 
moiety of all and singular the Gleab Lands, Tenements, Meadows, 
pastures, feedings, and Comons, Tythes, oblations, obvencons, fruits, 
profitts, comoditys, and hereditaments whatsoever to the said Rectory 
belonging or appertaining, with free Liberty of getting and digging for 
coal and stone, if any such shall be within the said grounds of the said 
parsonage, so that the said grounds may be filled up again and made 
even according to the custom of the Country (except as in the said 
recited Indenture of Lease or demise is excepted). Now my Will and 
Mind is, and I do hereby give and devise all that my moiety in the 
said Rectory, and every thing I enjoy or was demised to me by the 
said Indenture of Lease, and all my Estate and interest therein, together 
with the said original Lease it self, unto the said Francis Lindley and 
Christopher Hodgson, their ExXtors admtors and assigns upon Trust 
and confidence that the said Francis Lindley and Christopher Hodgson 
shall pay and dispose of all the clear rents and profitts of the said Rectory 
yearly (after sufficient money reserved in their hands for the payment 
of the next fine or any fine hereafter that shall be due to the Master, 
Fellows, and Scholars of the aforesaid College, according to the usuage 
and custom of the aforesaid college for the renewal of the said Lease) 
To the said John Copley during the Term of his natural life, and from 
and immediately after the decease of the said John Copley, that they 
the said Francis Lindley and Christopher Hodgson, and the Survivor 
of them, shall be Feofees and stand and be po8Sed of the said Rectory 
with all the lands, Tenements, Tythes, rights, members, and appur- 
terices thereunto belonging, To the use and behoof of my said nephew 
Edward Copley, for and during the term of his natural life, and from 
and immediately after the decease of my said nephew Edward Copley 
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To the use and behoof of the first son of the Body of my said nephew 
lawfully to be begotten, and the heirs males of the Body of such first 
son lawfully Issuing, and for default of such Issue to the second, third, 
fourth, and all and every other son and sons of the Body of my said 
nephew lawfully to be begotten, and the several heirs male of their 
several and respective Bodys lawfully to be begotten, severally and suc- 
cessively one after another in order and course as they shall be in 
seniority, age, and priority of Birth, the elder of the said sons and the 
heires males of his Body to be always preferred, and to take before a 
younger and the heirs males of his Body, and for default of such Issue 
to the second, third, fourth, and all and every other son and sons of 
the Body of my said Brother John Copley, begotten or to be begotten, 
and the heirs males of their several and respective Bodys lawfully 
Issuing severally and successively one after another, in order and course 
as they shall be in seniority of age and priority of Birth, the elder of 
the said sons and the Heirs Males of his Body to be always preferred 
and to take before a younger and the heirs males of his Body, and for 
default of such Issue to the right Heirs of the said John Copley for 
ever. Item, I give unto my servant maid Grace Bingley the sum of 
five pounds of Lawfull British money yearly during the Term of her 
Natural Life, and to be paid her by my Executor by half yearly pay- 
ments out of the Rents and profitts of all my aforesaid Manors, 
Messuages, Tyths, Lands, and Tenements, and if it happen the said 
Grace Bingley shall marry and be in want, then I will that the said 
annuity be paid to her own hands for her separate maintenance, and not 
given to her Husband, or for his use, nor he to intermeddle with the 
same, and my will is that the said Grace Bingleys receipts, notwithstand- 
ing she shall be married, shall be a sufficient discharge to my executor 
for the sums that shall be paid her by him. Item, I give and bequeath 
to each of my sisters who shall be liveing at the time of my Death the 
sum of Tenn pounds of Lawfull British money, to be paid them by 
my executor to buy them mourning, all the rest and residue of my 
Estate I give, devise, and bequeath to my said Brother John Copley, 
his heirs, executors, admtors, and assigns, and do make him sole 
Executor of this my last will and Testament, Hopeing through the 
alone meritts of my Blessed Saviour Jesus Christ to obtain remission of 
all my sins. In Witness whereof I have to this my Last Will contained 
in three sheets of paper set my hand to the two first sheets, and my 
hand and seal to the last sheet the Thirtieth day of March in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixteen. 
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74. Witt oF Cuarves GREENFIELD OF Hancinc Heaton, 
YEOMAN, 1719. 


In the name of God, amen. I, Charles Greenfield of Hanging 
Heaton, in the Parish of Dewsbury, in the County of Yorke, Yeoman, 
being indisposed in my bodily Health but of perfect mind and under- 
standing of this mortall life, doe make and declare this my last will 
and Testam* in writing in manner and forme following: Imp™, my 
will is that all my Debts, ffunerall expenses, and Legacies be paid 
and Discharged by my Executor hereafter named. Item, I giue and 
bequeath unto Grace, my Daughter, the sum of Ten Pounds. Item, 
I giue unto Anne, my Daughter, the sum of Ten pounds. Item, I 
giue unto Elizabeth, my Daughter, the sum of Ten pounds to be paid 
her att her age of one and twenty years. Item, my will and mind is 
that Marmaduke, my son, shall haue the management and advantage 
of my Lease and farm, whom I likewise nominate and appoint my only 
and sole Executor. Item, my will and mind is I doe hereby appoint 
my Executor to maintain Anne, my wife, with sufficient of meat, 
Drink, and Cloathing while it is her pleasure to liue with him, but 
provided that Anne, my wife, be mindfull to leave my said Executor 
I doe hereby appoint my said Executor to pay unto my wife yearly 
and every year during her naturall life the sum of four pounds att four 
quarterly payments. Item, my will is that my said wife shall haue the 
use of the Parlour and Goods therein dureing the time she remains in 
the house and unmarryed, but provided she leave the house my will is 
and I doe giue unto my said wife the bed and Bedding and furniture 
thereto belonging which is in the Parlour, one chest, one chaire, and 
one Range, for and dureing her naturall Life, and att the decease of 
my said wife I give the same to Marmaduke, my son and Executor, 
he giving unto my said wife a devout Christian Buriall. Item, I do 
appoint my said son to provide my said wife with coals so long as she 
remains unmarryed. In Witness, &c., this 24 day of June, 1719. 
Witness, Thos. Bowman, Alexander Newsome, Jas. Hirst. 

Proved 13 November, 1719. 


WILLS AND ADMINISTRATIONS. 397 


75. Witt oF Exizasetu,® Wire or Natuaniet Boorn, 
BATLEY, 07.22: 


In the name of God, amen, May 25, 1722. I, Elizabeth, wife 
of Nathaniel Booth, School Master of Batley, hauing before my inter- 
marriage with the s* Nathaniel Booth, when sole by the name of 
Elizabeth Pearson, by Indenture of Lease and Release bearing date 
the eleventh and 12" day of August, 1714, and now in the possession 
of the Rev" John Copley, Rector of Thornhill, or assigns, reserved to 
my selfe the power of disposing of one annuity or yearly rent charge 
of Twenty five pounds, Issuing out of a messuage and certain lands and 
Tenements formerly the estate of Samuel Foxcroft, Gent., and upon 
the sale of the said annuity to the said John Copley having by Indenture 
bearing date the 4 Jany., 1721, reserved to my selfe a power of dis- 
posing of five hundred pounds, only part of the purchase money of the 
s" annuity, as may more fully appear. I bequeath to John, the son of 
Henry Tilson of Soothill, the sume of £150 after the decease of my 
husband. Itm., I give to my brother John Tilson of Wakefield, after 
the decease of my husband, the then p'sent interest of £100 during 
the term of his naturall life, and after his decease or after the decease 
of my husband or the survivor I give the £roo to be equally divided 
amongst the surviving children of the said Henry Tilson. Lastly, I 
give to my Loving Husband (whom I likewise appoint sole Exor. of 
this my last will) the remaining £250 and the interest of the other 
moiety above bequeathed during the terme of his natural life. Desiring 
him out of the said £250 to gratifie Christopher Hodgson of Westerton, 
Gent., and the Rev" Thomas Rhodes, Vicar of Batley, my trs. for the 
s" £500, for their trouble. 

Witns., John Healey, Jer. Healey, Eliz™ Saxton. 

Proved 26 April, 1723. 


76. Witt or RicnarpD SCHOLEFIELD,” 1722. 


In the name of God, Amen, This twentieth Day of November in 
the ninth year of the Reigne of our Sovereign Lord Geo. now King 
over Great Brittain, etc., Annog, Dom. one thousand seven hundred 


4 The testator was a daughter of . . . . Tilson of Soothill, a descendant of Henry Tilson, 
Bishop of Elphin, she married first, Samuel Foxcroft of Purlwell, Batley ; second, James Pearson ; 
third, Nathaniel Booth. 

> The testator was the son of Joseph Scholefield of Drighlington (will No. 69), ancestor of 
the Scholefields of Batley Hall. 
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Twenty and two. I, Richard Scholefield of Batley Hall, in the 
County of York, Clothier, being Imperfect as to Bodily health but 
of sound, perfect, and disposeing memory, Yett calling to mind the 
certainty of Death and the uncertainty the time thereof, doe therefore 
make, publish, and Declare this my last will and Testament in writing. 
First and principally, I comitt my Body to the ground to have christian 
Buriall at the discretion of my EXtor*, hopeing that in and by the 
passion of my Blessed Saviour Jesus Christ to have full and free pardon 
and remission of all my sins, and as touching such worldly Estate as it 
hath pleased Almighty God in his mercy to bestow upon me I doe 
hereby give and bequeath the same in manner following. Itm., I give 
and bequeath unto Jane, my Loving wife, all that room in Batley Hall 
called the Nursery Chamber dureing the time she shall continue my 
widdow and no longer, provided the Lease which I now have from 
the Rev’ John Copley shall soe long continue and not otherwise, I 
alsoe give and bequeath unto my s* loveing wife all the goods as they 
now stand in the s* nursery chamber to her and her heirs forever 
(except one small coffer with my writings in). And I alsoe give and 
bequeath unto my said dear and Loveing wife the sume cf five pounds 
of good and lawfull money of Great Brittaine to be paid to her by my 
Extor within one year next ensueing after my decease. Itm., I give 
and devise unto my son John Scholefield and to his heirs and assigns 
for ever all those three closes lyeing near Hodgson Layne, in the 
Township of Drighlington, called the ffoxholes, paying thereout unto 
my said loveing wife the sum of one pound three shillings and four 
pence per ann. during the terme of her natural life. I give and devise 
unto my son Rich® Scholefield and his heirs for ever All that messuage 
or tenement with all the buildings thereunto belonging called Morley 
Carr, in the Township of North Byerley, and all those five closes (to 
witt), the Inge under the house, the Cowe close, the Wood field, the 
Sumering close, and the Long Inge, all which said pimises I lately 
purchased of Robert Liversedge and Sam’ Liversedge, the s* Ric. 
Scholefield paying thereout unto my said loveing wife the Sum of 
five pounds per ann. during the Terme of her Natural life, and it is 
my Will and mind that my said Son Ric. Scholefield shall pay unto 
my said two daughters Mary and Elizabeth, out of the p'mises by 
me to him devised, the sume of Twenty pounds a peace of good and 
lawfull money of Great Brittain, within one year next ensuing after the 
decease of my said Loveing wife. Itm., I bequeath unto my said son 
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John Scholefield the Lease which I have of the p'mises att Batley Hall 
from the Rev" John Copley, Rector of Thornhill, for the Terme of 
Twenty one years, and likewise all the manure and dung which shall 
be made of all my Hay and Corne and all the manure already Bread in 
the said fold. Itm., I give and bequeath unto my said four children 
John, Richard, Mary, and Elizabeth, all my personall Estate which is 
not before by me bequeathed, after my debts and funerall expenses first 
paid to be equally divided amongst them. Itm.,I give and bequeath 
unto my son John Scholefield the sum of forty pounds over and above 
his fourth part of the said personal Estate, and I appoint my son John 
Scholefield sole EXtor of this my last will, and my loving friends 
Joshua Scholefield of Batley, Jun", and John Liversedge of Thornhill, 
my Kinsman, Supervisors, and to each I bequeath the sum of Twenty 
shillings. Witnesses, Thos. Fearnley, John Bradley, John Wormald. 
Proved 28 January, 1722. 


77. Witt or MarMaDvUKE SHEPLEY,* 1722. 


In the name of God, amen, the fourth day of October in the ninth 
year of our Sovereigne Lord George by the grace of God of Great 
Brittaine, ffrance, and Ireland King, Defender of the faith, etc., Annogq, 
Dom. one thousand seven hundred and twenty two, I, Marmaduke 
Shepley of Batley, in the West Riding of the County of York, an 
unworthy member of the Church of England as by law Established, 
being through the abundant mercy and goodness of God, tho’ weak in 
Body yet of sound and perfect understanding and memory, do consti- 
tute and declare this my last will and Testament in all manner and form - 
following. Imprimus, being penitent and sorry for all my sins most 
humbly desireing forgiveness of the same I commend my soul to God 
my maker, beseeching his most Gracious acceptance of the same through 
the all sufficient Merrits and Mediation of my compassionate Redeemer 
Jesus Christ, and my body I comitt to the earth to be decently buried 
at the discretion of my Execut™ hereafter named, and my will and mind 

-1s that the expenses of my ffunerall and the probate of my will be first 
paid out of my personall Estate and that all other my debts be paid as 
soon as may be out of the Rents and proffits of such farm or farms, 
Estate or Estates, as shall hereafter be charged therewith, or otherwise 
by the sale of such parts and parsells of the s* Estate or Estates, as are 


a The testator was Constable of Batley in 1696 (see p. 204). 
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hereafter nominated, appointed, and sett aside for that purpose (if 
occasion require it). Itm., I doe hereby give, grant, and Devise unto 
my ExXtor hereafter nominated all my estate Farm or ffarms at White 
Lee in the parish and Township of Batley afores*, now in the posses- 
sion or occupation of Abraham Blackbrooke and Joshua Dickinson, or 
their under tenants, with all its their rights appurtences whatsoever, upon 
Trust and confidence nevertheless that it or they be sold and disposed 
of by her, her Execut" or assigns, as soon as conveniently may be, for 
the payment of my lawfull debts, and alsoe I give and devise to my 
Extor hereafter named, all that Messuage or Tenement at Carling- 
haugh, in the parish and Township of Batley afores*, with all the 
buildings, Houses, Outhouses, Rights, and appurtefices whatsoever 
thereto in any wise belonging, In the possession or occupation of my 
Brother Jeremy Shepley, and of William Wormald, or either of them, 
during her naturall life, any part or parcel of which said Messuage or 
Tenement at Carlinghaugh afores* I doe nevertheless by these p'sents 
comission, and Impower her to sell, alienate, and Dispose of (in case of 
necessity), for the payment of my lawfull debts, but . . . and in the 
first place she shall and may sell and dispose of one close or parcel of 
land there unto belonging comonly Known and called by the name of 
Brigg Ing, now in the possession or occupation of my Brother Jeremy 
Shepley afores*, and also the Tanhouse or Tanyard now in the possession 
of William Wormald afores*. Item, I give, bequeath, and devise to my 
son Jeremy Shepley and his heirs for ever all that my Messuage or Tene- 
ment at Healey in the parish and township of Batley afore“, with all 
the Houses, Outhouses, Buildings, Rights, and appurtefices, whatsoever 
thereunto in any wise belonging, chargeable (and which by these pfsents 
I do charge) nevertheless with the yearly Rent charge of five pounds 
ten shillings, to be paid every year to Ann my dear wife dureing her 
naturall life in two equal portions or sumes, that is to say, two pounds 
and fifteen shillings at the feast of Pentecost next after my decease, and 
the other two pounds fifteen shillings at that of St. Martin the Bishop 
in Winter, and in default of such payments at the feasts above men- 
tioned, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Anne my dear 
wife into all or any part or parcell of the said Messuage, Tenement, 
Dwellinghouse, or p’misses to enter and make distress for the annuity 
afores’, and alsoe for arrearages (if any be) and the distress and dis- 
tresses then and there found to bear, lead, drive, take, and carry away, 
and the same to sell and dispose of untill the said annuity of five pounds 
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and ten shillings and the arrearages (if any be) be fully satisfyed and 
paid, Rendering the overplus to the owners thereof. Itm., I give and 
devise to my daughter Ann Chadwick and her heirs for ever my house 
att Carlinghaugh, in the parish and Township of Batley afores*, now in 
the possession or occupation of William Chadwick, my Son in Law, 
together with the Garth or Little close in which it stands, and all the 
Rights, emoluments, and appurtefices thereunto in any wise belonging 
or appertaining. Item, I give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth 
Bigland the some of forty pounds, to be paid her or her husband 
Joseph Bigland within two years after my Decease, out of my personall 
Estate, provided that she the said Elizabeth Bigland or a child of hers 
be alive or liveing at that time. All the Residue and Remainder of 
my goods, chattells, credits, and Estate Real and personall whatsoever, 
not hereinbefore by me disposed of, I give and devise to Anne my dear 
wife, whom I do nominate and appoint full and sole EXtrix of this my 
last will and Testament, and I doe moreover hereby entreat and authorize 
Thomas Rhodes, Clerk, and Jeremy Shepley afores* my Brother, to 
direct and advise, aid and assist my said Extrix. 

In witness, etc. Witnesses, Thomas Rhodes, Richard Dickinson, 
Joseph Watson. 

Proved December 10, 1722. 


78. Witt or NatuHanizL Bootu,* 1723. 


In the name of God, amen, the Eleventh day of April, 1723. 
I, Nathaniel Booth of Batley, in the County of Yk., Schoolmaster, 
being afflicted and infirm in body but of good and reasonable disposing 
memory and understanding, doe make and ordaine this my last will 
and Testament, touching the disposeing of the yearly rents of my 
dwelling house and all other my personall estate whatsoever, in manner 
and form following. Impms, my mind and will is that all my just debts 
and funerall expenses be first paid and discharged out of my personall 
estate, except such debts or Legacies as are left to be paid by the last 
will and Testament of Elizabeth Booth, my wife, late dece*, unto her 
relations, which debts or Legacies are by the s® will ordered and ap- 


a The testator was master of the Grammar School, Batley; he was the son of Nathaniel 
Booth of Staincliffe Hall, a trustee of the school. His father sold the hall and estate to Thomas 
Thompson, and retired to Heckmondwike. The testator’s grandfather, Nathaniel Booth, also a 
trustee of the school, must have been a connection of the Dightons; he died in 1675, and his 
name is recorded on the Dighton monumental slab in Batley Churchyard. The testator’s wife 
was a Tilson of Soothill Hall, a descendant of Bishop Tilson. 


51 
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pointed to be paid by such moneys as she before marriage with the s* 
Nathaniel Booth reserved to herselfe a power to dispose of at the time 
of her decease. Itm., I give, devise, and bequeath unto my father 
Nathaniel Booth of Hike, and to my mother Rose Booth, and to the 
Survivor of them and their heirs all the Yearly rent of the Messuage 
or Dwelling house wherein I now Inhabit, situate, being, and adjoining 
unto the East end of the free school at Batley, and one garden, one 
Laith Garth, and a scaffold there builded with stalls for one horse and 
two cowes, and all other Backsides, passages, &c., To have and to hold 
all the yearly rents of the afors* Pmisses unto my said father and mother 
and to the survivor of them and their heires, Immedeately after my 
decease for and during all the whole time or terme of years in the 
Lease for the same, made under the hands and seals of the ffeofees yet 
to come. Itm., I give and demise unto my sister Sarah Booth, for the 
care and pains she has taken about me in my illness, the sum of Ten 
pounds. Itm.,I give and devise unto my Brothers John Booth, Joseph 
Booth, and Josiah Booth, and to my sister Mary, now the wife of John 
Chadwick of Dewsbury, to each of them five pounds. Itm., I give 
and bequeath unto John Tilson, eldest son of my Bro. in Law Henry 
Tilson of Soothill Hall, three pounds to buy him a suit of mourning. 
All the rest of my personal Estate I give and bequeath to my father, 
Nathaniel Booth, whom I appoint sole Exor. Witnesses, Jeremy 
Shepley, Richard Charlesworth, Jer. Healey. 
Proved 25 June, 1723. 


79. Witt oF JoHn Fourness* or CarLtincHow Hatt, IN THE 
Townsuip oF BaTLEy, YEOMAN, 1723. 


In the name of God, amen. I, John ffourness of Carlinghow Hall, 
in the Township of Batley, in the County of York, Yeom., being of 
perfect and sound disposing mind and memory, praised be God, yet 
calling to mind the certainty of death, do therefore make, publish, and 
Declare this my last will and Testament in manner and forme following: 
and first and principally I comend my soul unto Almighty God hoping 
to have free pardon and remission of all my sins, through the merits 
and passion of Jesus Christ my Blessed Saviour and Redeemer to have 

Francis, son of the testator’s youngest son, Francis Fourness of Carlinghow, married the 
heiress of the Matsons of the Lane Ends, Hemsworth, by whom he had three daughters, one of 


whom conveyed by marriage through the Thorps to the Higgins family of Skellow Grange, a 
portion of the property mentioned in this will. 
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a joyfull Resurrection to life Eternall at the last day, and my body to 
the Ground to have a decent Burial at the discretion of my EXtor, and 
for and touching such worldly Estate as it hath pleased Almighty God 
in his mercy to bestow upon me, I give, devise, and bequeath the same 
as followeth: and whereas I did before my Marriage with ffrances, my 
dear and loving wife, settle and assure to her in lieu of her Joynture 
and right of Dower to all my reall Estate, all those four closes of Land 
with their appurtefices lying in Heckmondwyke, in the said County of 
York, and which are now in the possession of Sam. Poplewell, and also 
did at the same time by some writing promise and undertake to give 
and bequeath to her at or before my decease the sume of one hundred 
and twenty pounds, now to fulfill the same; and my will and mind is 
and I do hereby give and devise to my said loving wife the said four 
closes to hold to her according to the said joynture, and do hereby give 
and bequeath unto her the said sum of one hundred and twenty pounds 
according to the aforesaid writing, to be paid to her by my Extor within 
the space of six months after my decease, and also I further give to 
her the sum of thirty pounds as a Legacy, to be paid to her by my 
said EXtor within six months as aforesaid, with full and free Liberty 
for her to enjoy a room called the parlour in my dwelling house for 
her to live in, for and During all such term as is to expire in the Lease 
whereby I now enjoy the same, without paying any rent or makeing any 
other satisfaction for the said roome, and I do hereby give to her all 
such plate, Linen, and all other goods and chattells which I had with 
her upon our marriage, and also one silver Tankard which I bought 
since our marriage, with a good bed, bedding, and hangings suitable, 
one good chest, and such goods as she may have occasion for to furnish 
the said roome with, and which she may not well live without, and also 
free liberty to the orchard adjoyning to my dwelling house, and to get 
such apples and other fruit therein as may be convenient for her own 
use, for and during all such Term as I have in the aforesaid Lease, and 
my will and mind is that what is herein before given to her is to be in 
_ full satisfaction of what she can anyways claim or expect to have out 
of either my reall or personall Estate, and I do hereby give and devise 
unto my eldest son, John ffourness, and to his heires and assigns for 
ever, al] that messuage or dwelling house, two cottages, Barns, and all 
other Buildings thereunto belonging, and also all the closes, Lands, and 
Pmises, with the appurtefices to the same belonging, lying and being in 
Heckmondwike aforesaid, and now in the possession of Jeremy fhirth, 
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and also two closes called the Black Royds with their appurtefices, lying 
in Batley aforesaid, which I heretofore purchased of Samuel Eamerson, 
and I do hereby give and devise unto my Grandchild Thos. ffourness, . 
son of the said John ffourness, and to his heirs and assigns for ever, 
All that Messuage or Dwellinghouse lying in Heckmondwick, aforesaid, 
which heretofore belonged to Richard Winell, and is in the possession 
of John Dickinson and other Tennants, and all the Houses, Barns, 
Buildings, Lands, Closes, and Tenements thereunto belonging, except 
what is herein afterwards otherwise “devised, and my will and mind is 
that what is herein before given to my said son and my Grandson shall 
be in full satisfaccon of what my said son John ffourness can or ought 
to have out of my reall or personall Estate, and I do hereby give, 
devise, and bequeath unto my youngest son ffrancis ffourness, and to 
his heirs and assigns for ever, all the Revercon and Revercons, and all 
my Estate, right, and title of, in, and to all the four afore menconed 
closes, lying in Heckmondwike aforesaid, and now in the possession of 
the said Samuel Popplewell, with the appurtefices, for to enter unto 
immediately from and after the decease of the said ffrances, my loving 
wife, and which premises she holds for her joynture as aforesaid, and I 
do also hereby further devise unto my said youngest son, ffrancis 
ffourness, and to his heirs and assigns for ever, all that now dwelling 
house and one barne standing in a close called Hollin Bank, and the 
said close with the appurtefices, and now in the possession of John 
Stubley, lying in Heckmondwicke aforesaid, and I do also hereby give 
and bequeath unto my second son, Thomas ffourness, one Mortgage 
which I have from Robert Dineley of Bramopp, in the said County, 
Gen., for the sum of two hundred pounds, of certain p'mises and 
Tythes, lying in Pool, in the said county, and which premises are now 
in the possession of the said Thomas ffourness and others, with all the 
interest, benefit, and advantage which may be any ways had or taken 
therein at any time hereafter by him, his EXtors admtors, or assigns, 
and I do also give unto him the said Thomas ffourness, for the benefit 
of his children, and to be divided amongst them at his own discretion, 
the sum of one hundred pounds as a Legacy, to be paid to him within 
one year after my decease, and I do also hereby give, devise, and 
bequeath unto my said youngest son, ffrancis, ffourness, and to his 
heirs for ever, all those severall dwelling houses, closes, Lands, and 
Tenements, lying in Heckmondwike aforesaid, which heretofore 
belonged to Joseph Hepworth, and in the possession of William 
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Bleagard and other Tennants, and also one close called Matson close, 
lying in Carlinghow, in Batley aforesaid, and which I heretofore pur- 
chased of John Barraclough, To hold the same with their severall 
appurtefices in trust upon condicon that he the said ffrancis ffourness 
and his heirs do well and truly pay unto my daughter Mary, now wife 
of James Bolland, or to whom she shall appoint, for her support 
and maintenance, the sum of eight pounds of lawfull money, and 
that yearly and every year from and after my decease, by four quar- 
terly payments in every year, for and during the naturall Life of her 
my said daughter Mary, and likewise upon this further condicon 
that the said ffrancis ffourness or his heirs do within six months after 
the decease of the said Mary, well and truly pay unto such of her 
children as shall then be living the sum of one hundred and sixty 
pounds equally to be divided amongst them, and in case of default in 
any one of the said payments to my said daughter or any one of her 
children, it shall and may be lawfull for her or any one of them to 
enter to all or any of the aforesaid pmises charged as aforesaid pay- 
ments as aforesaid, and the same to hold, detain, and keep until the 
said payments be made with charges in case any such shall happen, and 
I do also hereby give, devise, and bequeath unto my said daughter 
Mary, the wife of the said James Bolland, one cottage or Dwelling 
house in Heckmondwike, aforesaid, which I lately bought of Joshuah 
Oldroyd, and is now in the possession of John Oldroyd, to hold to her 
for her life and afterwards to the Issue of her body, and I do also 
hereby give and devise and bequeath unto my said son ffrancis ffourness 
and to his heirs and assigns for ever, all those my Messuages, Barns, 
houses, buildings, closes, Lands, and Tenements in Batley aforesaid, 
which I heretofore purchased of Marmaduke Shepley, Michaell Broad- 
head, and John Liversedge, and also one close called Cross Bank, in 
Batley aforesaid, and also two cottages lying in Heckmondwike afore- 
said, which heretofore belonged to Richard Winell, and now in the 
possession of Joseph Lee and Richard Sheffield, and all other my 
Messuages, Houses, Barns, Buildings, closes, Lands, and Tenements 
lying in Carlinghow, Batley, and Heckmondwike aforesaid, with all 
their appurtefices, which is not herein otherwise devised, except one 
close of land which I lately purchased of William Copley, lying in 
Heckmondwike aforesaid, which said close of Land I do hereby give, 
devise, and bequeath unto my Grandson ffrancis ffourness, second son 
of the said ffrancis ffourness, and to his heirs and assigns for ever, 
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and also excepting one Dwelling house with a Garden stead thereto 
belonging, lying in Carlinghow aforesaid, in the possession of John 
Strother, which said Dwelling house and Gardenstead I do hereby give, 
devise, and bequeath unto my Grandson John ffourness, eldest son of 
the said ffrancis ffourness, and to his heirs and assigns for ever, and I 
do hereby give and bequeath unto my said son ffrancis all the benefit, 
advantage, and term of years which I have into certain premises which 
I hold by Lease, lying in Carlinghow aforesaid, from the wofrpfull Sir 
George Cook, Baronett, and I do hereby give and bequeath unto my 
Grandchildren, to wit: unto Grace Ruddlesden, daughter of Samuel 
Ruddlesden by my daughter Dinah, the sum of one hundred pounds, 
and to the said ffrancis ffourness, second son of the aforesaid ffrancis 
ffourness, and to John Bolland and Rebeccah Bolland, children of the 
aforesaid James Bolland by my said daughter Mary Bolland, unto 
every one of them the sum of twenty pounds a piece, to be paid them 
respectively by my ExXtor hereafter named as they shall attain their 
severall and respective ages of twenty one years. And I do hereby 
nominate and constitute my said son ffrancis ffourness sole Extor, to 
whom I give and bequeath all the rest, residue, and remainder of my 
goods, chattels, and personall estate. 

Dated 25 November, 1723. 

And I do further give to the poor of Batley four pounds, and to 
the poor of Heckmondwike twenty shillings. To my servants Thos. 
Burnley, W™ Pashley, Thos Conyer, twenty shillings a piece. Witness, 
Thos. Greenwood, Thos. Fearnley, Benj® ffearnley. 


80. WiLL oF THE Rev. JoHN Coprey,* 1732. 


In the name of God, amen. I, John Copley, Rector of Thornhill, 
in the County of York, Clerk, being sound in mind and memory and 
uncertain of the time of my removal out of this world, do make this 
my last Will and Testam* in manner and form following: first and 
principally I do bequeath my soul into the merciful hands of Almighty 
God, hoping whatever stains it hath contracted in this and naughty world 
may be washed away in the blood and pardoned through the all sufficient 
merits of my blessed Saviour and Redeemer Jesus Christ. And if I dye 
at Thornhill, my desire is that my Body be laid next to my children in 
the Vestry of that Church, in full hopes of its Resurrection to Eternal 


4 The testator’s eldest son, John, was the last male heir of the Copleys of Batley Hall. 
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Life, and that Ten clergymen and no others be Invited to attend 
my Corpse to the Grave, and to have scarfes, hattbands, and Gloves 
given them, and that a pair of Gloves be sent to each of my Tennants 
within this County, and whereas my dear Brother Edward Copley did 
by his Last Will give unto Francis Lindley of Bowling Hall, Esq*, and 
Christopher Hodgson of Westerton, Gent., all his Lands and Leases 
lying within the County of York, wherein he had an Estate of In- 
heritance or Terms of years in possession or Reversion, in Trust for 
me and my heirs Male or for want of heirs Male for my right heirs 
as in his Last Will do more fully appear, and whereas the Estate of 
Topcliffe was only in Reversion, the said Edward Copley did Empower 
the aforenamed Trustees, Francis Lindley and Christopher Hodgson, to 
sell the said Estate to the Earl of Cardigan, if he so desired, and 
accordingly the said Francis Lindley and Christopher Hodgson did 
sell the said Estate of Topcliffe to the Earl of Cardigan for £1,200, 
and whereas Edward Copley directed all the money paid for the Estate 
of Topcliffe to be Laid out in Land for my use and the use of my 
Heirs Male, my mind and Will is that my eldest son John Copley and 
his heirs should in lieu of the £1,200, for which Topcliffe was sold, 
have one rent charge of £25 per ann., to be paid out of an Estate at 
Purlwell, in the parish of Batley, now in possession of M* John Taylor, 
and also another Estate of £16 per ann., lying near Burstall church, in 
possession of Joshua Dixon, and also another Estate of £10 Ios. per 
ann., lying in Heckmondwike, in the parish of Burstall, in possession 
of Joseph Blackburne, and also a Cottage of £1 75. p* ann., lying in 
heckmondwike near unto the said Tenement of Joseph Blackburne, in 
possession of Joseph Newsome, for ever. And in case my eldest son 
John Copley will not accept of the aforenamed Estates in Lieu of the 
£1,200 for wch Topcliffe was sold, Then my mind and Will is that 
my executrix hereafter named shall pay unto my son John Copley 
£1,200. And I do give and bequeath these severale Estates before 
named in the possession of M* John Taylor, Joshua Dixon, Joseph 
Blackburne, and Joseph Newsome, to my Executrix forever, with full 
power to sell and Dispose of the same to make good paym’* of £1,200 
for which Topcliffe was sold. I do also give unto my children Elenor 
Copley, Katherine Copley, Beatrix Copley, and James Copley, £4,000 
to be divided Equally amongst them share and share alike, and to be 
paid them as each of them comes to the age of Twenty one years or 
upon the day of marriage if any of them he or she marry before that 
age. And in case any of them dye before they come to the age of 
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Twenty one years or the day of Marriage, then my will is that his or 
her share be given to my eldest son then Living. I do also give to 
my son John Copley and his heirs for ever one Tenem* called Strodders 
house with its appurt®, paying thereout to the Vicar of Batley and his 
successors for ever forty shillings yearly and every year, to be laid out 
by the said Vicar of Batley and his successors in practical and Devotional 
Books, to be disposed of according to the direction of the said Vicar 
to the poor of the said parish of Batley, and I do hereby Empower 
the Vicar of Batley and his successors in case the forty shillings yearly 
be not duly paid by my son John Copley and his heirs for ever, to enter 
upon the said Strodders house and its appur® and to receive the rents 
thereof for the pay‘ of the forty shillings a year. I do also give unto 
the Rector of Thornhill that shall succeed me, and his successors for 
ever, £40 to be laid out in Land, and the yearly produce thereof to be 
laid out in practical and Devotional Books, to be given to the poor of 
the parish of Thornhill according to the discretion of the said Rector 
of Thornhill for the time being. And I do give unto my Generous 
and most worthy patron Sir George Savile, Bart., and to his Lady, 
each of them a Ring of five Guineas price. And I do also give to 
his Mother Maddam Savile, and to his two sisters Lady Cole and 
Gertrude Savile, each of them a Ring of Two Guineas price. And I 
do give to the poor of the parish of Thornhill £10, to be disposed of 
by the Rector and Churchwardens of the said parish as they shall think 
proper. And I do give to the poor of the Townshipp of Batley £10, 
to be disposed of by the Vicar and Churchwardens of Batley. And I 
do give to my good friend M* W™ Elmsall one guinea, to buy him a 
Ring or what he pleases. And I do give dear Sister Jane Copley £20, 
for mourning. And all my purchased Lands and all my real and 
personal Estate, excepting Strodders Tenem* before disposed of, I do 
give to my dearly beloved Wife Ellen Copley forever, with full power 
to sell my purchased Lands for the paym' of my just debts, Childrens 
portions, Legacies, and Bequests before mentioned. And I do hereby 
nominate and appoint my said Dear wife Ellen Copley sole Executrix 
of this my last Will and Testament, and if hereafter I shall think 
proper to make any addition or a codocil to this my last Will, my 
mind is that it shall be taken and deemed as part of my last Will and 
Testament. 

In Testimony whereof I have here unto sett my hand and seal 
this 17 day of May, in the year of our Lord 1732:—John Copley. 

Witnesses, Jo. Hepworth, John Castle, W™ Oates. 
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81. Wirt or THomas THOMPSON“ THE ELDER, OF STAINCLIFFE 
Haut, BaTLey, 1742. 


Confirms settlement to his dear wife Sarah of lands, &c., in the 
parish of Batley and Birstal, of the yearly value of £102 and upwards, 
reversion to his eldest son Thomas, except a messuage and lands at 
Healey, of the value of £20 per annum, in the occupation of John 
Healey, also a messuage at Staincliffe, in the occupation of Thomas 
Crowder, at the yearly rent of £10, also messuage and land at White 
Lee, in the occupation of John Gill, at the annual rent of £9 155., to 
trustees for his younger son Francis; appoints Abraham Firth of 
Clough House, Huddersfield, his wife’s brother, and Francis Fourness, 
Batley, maltster, trustees for his son Thomas Thompson, for lands at 
Eddercliffe, Birstal, in the occupation of Samuel Belton ; annual rent 
of £14 10s. and King’s Mill, Milnes Bridge, with the Soak, Mulkture, 
Dams, &c. “I give to my son Thomas all that my Royalty or Manor 
of Liversedge, together with all the Imunities, Liberties, Jurisdictions, 
privileges, Hawkings, fishings, fowlings, Court Leet, and Court Baron, 
cottages, free rents, and other the advantages, &c., thereto, and all that 
Capital Messuage or Tenement comonly called Liversedge Hall, with 
the lands, &c., in the tenure of John Hemingway, and Luke, his son, 
and now under lease by me to them, and also all that farm house, lands, 
Tenements, and Hereditaments, &c., situate in Liversedge, now in the 
possession of John Gill, likewise a Messuage with the closes of lands 
in Liversedge, in the occupation of Matthew Wilson, and also all 
other my Lands and Tenements in Liversedge, &c., and which I 
purchased at two several times of M* W™ Green, viz.: for the sums 
of £2,063 15s. and £630, £1,000 to be raised on security of the 
above and divided by my EXs between my three daughters Elizabeth, 
Sarah and Rebeccah. Itm., I give unto my said other son Francis and 
to his heires and assigns for ever, as an augmentation to his childs 
portion, all that my Capital Messuage or Tenement wherein I now 
dwell and inhabit, comonly called Staincliffe Hall or Woodsome, with 
the outhouses, &c., also the messuage, &c., in the occupation of Thos. 
Crowder, and ten closes of arable, meadow, or pasture ground, comonly 
called Coney Garth, Dove Coat Ing, Long Close, Baryan Flatt, Nether 
Crofts, Wheat Crofts, the three closes called the Banks, and the pigghill, 
all which s* Hereditaments and premises are situate in the prsh of Batley, 


a The testator was a descendant of the Thompsons of Carlinghow. 
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and were formerly the Inheritance of M* Nathaniel Booth, and by me 
purchased of him, and also a certain annual rent of thirty shillings 
appurtenent to the same, and also a close of Land called the Long 
Close in Batley, which I purchased of Sir Geo. Cooke, Bart., deceased, 
and other lands in Batley. And whereas my son Francis is indisposed 
and in case he should dye during his minority, the above to descend to 
my son Thomas, charged with the pay' of £800 to my daughter Mary, 
the wife of M* Geo. Gibson, Elizabeth, Sarah, and Rebeccah, unmarried, 
£1,000 was settled upon my daughter Mary on her marriage, I bequeath 
her a further sum of £400. To my daughter Elizabeth £1,000 and a 
further sum of £400; to my daughter Sarah £1,000 and a further 
sum of £400; to my daughter Rebeccah {1,000 and a further sum 
of £400. To the poor of Batley and Birstal s50/- each. £5 55. to 
Abm. Firth and Francis Fourness. my trustees. My wife sole Executrix, 
to whom I give 50 guineas for mourning. Dated 1% Oct., 1742. 
Witness, John Taylor, Joseph Greenwood, John Richardson. 
Proved 20 September, 1744. 


82. Witt oF Joun Taytor, 1768. 


I, John Taylor the Elder, of Purlwell Hall, in the Parish of 
Batley, in the County of York, Gentleman, Do make, publish, and 
declare my last Will and Testament in Manner following, that is to 
say: ffirst, it is my Will and Mind that all my just debts and ffuneral 
expences be paid and discharged by my Executors hereafter named. 
Also I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Martha the Legacy or 
Sum of six hundred Pounds, to be paid to her by my Executors in 
Manner and Proportion hereafter mentioned (that is to say) : the Sum 
of three hundred Pounds, Part thereof, with Interest for the same after 
the Rate of four Pounds for one hundred Pounds by the year, at the 
Expiration of twelve Kalendar months next after my Decease, and the 
further Sum of three hundred Pounds, the Residue and in full thereof, 
with the like Interest as aforesaid, at the Expiration of two years next 
after my Decease. Also I give and bequeath unto my said Daughter 
Martha the further Legacy or sum of twenty Pounds, to be paid to 
her by my Executors at the expiration of one month next after my 
Decease. Also I give and bequeath all my Personal Estate whatsoever 
and wheresoever unto my two sons John Taylor and James Taylor, 
their Executors, Administrators, and assigns, for ever, They paying 
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thereout all my just Debts and ffuneral Expences and also the said 
several Legacies to my said Daughter Martha, on the several Days and 
times, manner and form as above mentioned. And Lastly I do hereby 
make, nominate, constitute, and appoint my said sons John Taylor and 
James Taylor joint Executors of this my last Will and Testament, 
hereby revoking and making void all former Wills by me at any time 
heretofore made. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my Hand 
and Seal this seventh Day of November, in the year of our Lord 1768, 
Jno. Taylor, senior. Witnesses, William Pearson, Edw® Sykes. 
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Benefactions 
To the 
Church, School, and the Poor of Batley. 


To the Poor. 


The Rev? M' Lee left 10 shillings yearly for ever, to be distributed 
to the Poor of this Parish by the Trustees of the free School. 


Mr’ James Shepley left 4 pounds yearly to the Poor of this Town 
for ever, to be paid out of the Lands by his Will devised to M* John 
Taylor. 


Mr’ Chester left 20 shillings yearly for ever paid out of certain 
crofts, which have been sold for the sum of Thirty Pounds, and paid 
by the present occupiers, viz. : 


The executors of the late William Rhodes Esq’ £3 15 0 

Frank Machill G] A) © 
Thomas Kilburn 
Richard Daltry 
Representatives of the 
Building Society in £30 0 Oo 
Batley Carr ——<——— 

and Paid into the Hands of the Curate in charge, Churchwardens, and 

Overseers, on Dec" 18 1873, and is now invested with the Corpora- 

tion of Batley on security of the Borough Rates. 
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M* John Wade left 40° yearly for ever to be paid out of the 
Rents and profits of the Great West Croft. 


Mr. John Watson of Holdroyd left the Interest of £25 yearly for 
ever, to be paid by his Executors. 


The above £25 was paid by Shepley Watson, Esq™ on the 28” 
day of July, 1826, into the hands of the Curate, Churchwardens, and 
Overseers of this Parish, and is now invested with the Corporation of 
Batley on security of the Borough Rates. 


The Interest of these Benefactions are distributed annually on 
Christmas Day. 


To the Church and School. 


Mr* James Shepley left £10 yearly for ever to the Vicar of Batley 
for the time being, provided that a Sermon be preached in the morning 
and afternoon every Sunday throughout the year. 


The Rev’ M' Lee left 6° 8° yearly for a sermon to be preach’d 
every Sabbath Day next following the 26 Day of February. The 
said M* Lee also founded and endow’d the Free School for the Educa- 
tion of the Sons of the Inhabitants of this Parish. 


M'* Henry Foxcroft left one cottage and croft in Heckmondwike, 
and an annuity of 20° in Batley to the Free School for ever. 


Charitable Donations Left By 


M’ Joshua Scholefield, late of Carlinghow, £60 to the Church- 
wardens and Overseers of the Poor in the Township of Batley, the 
interest of which is to be applied towards the education of children of 
the surname of Scholefield or Kitson, or any of the Descendants of such 
name ur names, residing in Carlinghow, Upper Batley, or on Brown- 
hill, who do not exceed the age of twelve years, and in case no children 
of the above names or Description shall be found, then towards the 
education of other poor children of the aforesaid Districts under seven 
years of age. 

And also £40 to the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor 
of Batley, the interest of which is to be applied in aid of the Sunday 
School or Schools in Batley. 


These Donations are invested with the Corporation of Batley on 
security of the Borough Rates. 
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Tablet in He Town Hall. 


Donation for the Poor of Batley. 


The sum of One Hundred Pounds was invested in the Borough 
fund by Alderman John Jubb of Lamplands, in Batley, Esquire, J.P., 
the first Mayor of the Borough of Batley, on the seventh day of May, 
1869, being in the first year of his Mayoralty. The money has since 
been Tranferred to and invested in the names of the undermentioned 
Trustees, on Mortgage of the Rates authorised to be levied by the 
Batley Waterworks Act, at the Interest of Five pounds per centum 
per annum: and such Interest is to be distributed amongst the Poor 
of Batley, annually on Christmas day, in accordance with the written 
Declaration of the Donor. Trustees, 


Alderman Samuel Jubb, Esq’. 
Councillor Eli Ibberson. 

Mr’ William James Richardson Fox. 
Mr’ John Joseph Jubb. 


It is the Donor’s wish that when the number of Trustees is 
reduced to Two, There shall be two additional Trustees elected by 
the Batley Town Council. The Mayor of Batley to be always a 
Trustee ex-officio in addition to the four appointed or elected Trustees, 
and there always be some member or members of the Donor’s family 
or connections (if any such can be found) in the Trust. 


Batley, October, 1871. 
Investment for the Poor of Batley. 


The sum of £135 being the unclaimed or surplus money collected 
in this Township for the relief of the distress prevailing in the Cotton 
districts of Lancashire and the adjoining Counties, in the years 1862 
and 1863, consequent upon the Civil war in the United States of 
America, is invested in the names of the undermentioned Trustees, 
on Mortgage of the Rates of the Township authorized to be levied 
by the Waterworks Acts. 
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The money bears interest at £5 per centum per annum, and such 
interest is to be distributed amongst the poor of Batley annually, on 
Christmas day, the Deed of Mortgage is Lodged with the present 
senior Trustee (M* Blackburn), and is to be kept by the senior Trustee 
for the time being. 

Trustees, 
Mr’ John Blackburn, Lamplands. 
»» James Joshua Carter, Carlinghow. 
» W™ Akeroyd Jubb, Providence Place. 
55 NAGE [eal seel Step gs Hanover Street. 
and The Chairman of the Batley Local Board of Health for the time 
being. 
Batley, Jan. 1° 1867. 


Dopulation of He Township of Batley. 


Year. Population. 
1801 ‘ ; : : 2,594 
INSE a : : : 2,975 
1821 < : : : B77 
TGS : : : 4,841 
1841 ‘ : : é 7,076 
TO5 Lt ; : ; 9,308 
1861 : : : : 14,173 
OZ a : : : 20,871 
1881 : : 5 : 27,505 


ItSOE ; ; : 28,719 
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393, 394, 397; 399, 400, 401, 402, 404, 405, 
406, 407, 408, 409, 410, 412, 413. 

Batley, Upper, 54, 154, 174, 176, 180, 413. 

Bridge, 239. 

—— Carr, 12, 31, 54, 55, 56, 93, 155, 199, 

280, 380, 412. 

Fields, 5, 6. 

—— Field Hill, 172. 

, Townefeilds of, 11. 

Hall, 4, 9, 15, 18, 19, 27, 28, 30, 40, 54, 
73> 74) 75) 112, 113, 116, 142, 145, 153, 154, 
156, 159, 160, 163, 186, 220, 261, 266, 267, 
268, 269, 273, 275, 278, 282, 288, 289, 312, 
316, 317, 319, 322, 333, 385, 392, 397, 398, 
399; 406. 

Beeston, 356. 

Bellfield, co. Lanc., 74, 269. 

Bentley, 19. 

Berry Croft, 291. 

Beverley, 43, 44, 65, 136, 272. 

Birkenhead, 65. 

Birkenshawe, 4, 113. 

Birk Close, 386. 

Birks Gate, 208. 

Birley, Burley, 4, 277. 

Birstal, Birstall, Bourstall, Bristall, Burstall, 
Bustall, Byrstall, 4, 6, 16, 25, 44, 46, 51, 53, 
Q2, 113, 134, 142, 155, 165, 176, 196, 218, 
225, 247, 249, 250, 253, 254, 271, 282, 285, 
286, 287, 288, 289, 290, 291, 292, 293, 207, 
325, 330; 337; 338; 349, 341, 355, 359, 360, 
381, 3583, 384, 388, 389, 394, 407, 409, 410. 

Birstall Brook, 290, 291. 

— — Field Flat, zor. 

Field Lane, 291. 

Green, 299. 

Smithies, 195. 

Burstall Hill, 289. 

Birtby or Birkby Brow, 163. 

Birton, 306. 
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Blackroyd, Blackroyds, 368, 404. 

Blake Hall, 155. 

Boggard, 16. 

Bolton, 294, 301. 

Convent, 267. 

——— Priory, 118, 120. 

Bothams, 282. 

Bouthroyd, Bowdroid, Bowroide, 249, 347, 

349. 

Bowling, 393. 

——— Hall, 406. 

Bracewell, 143. 

Bradford, 138, 210, 212, 266, 267, 285, 392. 
dale, 355. 

Brafton, co. Linc., 272. 

Bramham, 317. 

Bramley, 4, 352. 

Bramopp, 404. 

Brantingham, 43. 

Brandling closes, 392. 

Brayton, 143. 

Brears Chapel, 144. 

Bridlington, 142. 

Brighouse, 73, 252. 

Brigg Ing, 400. 

Broadhey, 282. 

Brokeroide, Brookroyd, 4, 27, 48, 51, 52, 54, 
58, 150, 165, 180, 330. 
Brownhill, 12, 15, 16, 51, 

322, 413. 
Brownhill Common, 13, 15, 16, 17. 
Bruntcliffe, 31, 65. 
Butts, The, 195. 
Byenrstast, 325. 


23 57s 91; 194, 


CaLFE Crort, 386. 

Calverley, 4, 143- 

Cambridge, 65, 66, 137, 149, 181, 182, 183, 
184, IQI, 192, 193, 289, 290, 298, 308, 355, 


394- 

Carlinghaugh, Carlinghow, Carlinghowe, Kar- 

lynghowe, Kerlynghowe : 

55719 II, 12, 13, 40, 44,45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 
51; 52, 55,65, 71,73, 76, 136, 153, 154, 156, 
164, 194, 209, 211, 212, 220, 237, 239, 245, 
247, 248, 260, 272, 273, 296, 339, 344, 346, 
362, 381, 382, 400, 401, 405, 406, 409, 413, 


415. 
Carlinghow Estate, 12, 13, 160, 272, 273, 279. 
——— Hall, 11, 13, 27, 43, 73, 76, 153, 
159, 160, 164, 203, 211, 261, 
269, 272, 402. 
Lane, 209. 
Mill, 13, 65. 
————— New Hall, 36, 155, 164, 203. 
———— Old Hall, 36, 43. 
——-—— Quarry, 204. 
Shaws, 212. 


Carlisle, 83. 


Carleton, 4. 
in Craven, 10. 
, Co. Linc., 279. 
Carmonley, 212. 
Carmill Howe, 250. 
Carr, 217. 
Casleston, 5. 
Castle barre, 278. 
Castleford, 5, 275, 276. 
Caton, 82, 83. 
Caw croft, 387. 
Cawode, 125, 132. 
Cawthorne, 281. 
| Chapelfold, 49, 148, 282. 
Chester, 195, 270, 286. 
Chekynlaye, Chickinley, Chkynlay, Chicken- 
ley, 134, 141, 337, 304, 365. 
Chete, 343. 
Chivet, 81. 
Christall, 277. 
Churwell, 90, 96, 101, 103, 154, 155, 239, 242, 
262. 
Clackheaton, Cleckheaton, 165, 249, 291, 293. 
Clarkson House, 282. 
Claughton, 82, 83. 
Clerk Green, 52. 
Clerk’s Pit, 212. 
Clint, Clynt, Clynte, 277, 373, 376. 
Clotherham, 112, 268. 
| Coley, 252, 260. 
Collingham, 378. 
Colton, Lancashire, 25. 
Coney Garth, 409. 
Copley, 266, 267. 
, Lordship of, 267. 
Coppsikes, 392. 
Cowe close, 398. 
Cowling als. Cowling head, 353, 354- 
Craven, 318, 353- 
Close, 290, 291. 
Crofton, 82, 83. 
Cross Bank, 405. 
Hall, 164. 
Crowokefeild, 11. 


DARLASTON, 70. 

Darrington, 278. 

Dartmouth Estate, 163. 

Deeton Wife Ing, 291. 

Derfeld, 300. 

Dewisburie, Dewsburie, Dewsbury(Deusberia), 
Dewsburye, 2, 3, 50, 88, 134, 154, 195, 214, 
239, 247, 249, 264, 265, 275, 278, 282, 297, 
298, 301, 304, 306, 325, 347, 348, 349, 357) 
367, 380, 386, 396, 402. 

Dewsbury Mills, 66. 

— Moor, 155, 158, 180, 282, 385. 

Doncaster, 12, 19, 74, 159, 177, 211, 267, 260, 
271, 298, 299, 301. 
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Dove Coat Ing, 409. 
Drighlington, 4, 312, 383, 384, 389, 397, 398. 
Durham, 113. 
Dyal Close, 392. 
E. 


EAanD, Eland, 272, 279, 281, 286, 288, 341, 
8 


309- 
, Chapelry of, 157. 
Earls-heaton, 381. 
East Ardsley, 76, 146. 
Eddercliff, 244, 250, 409. 
Edinburgh, 65, 146. 
Ellin Croft, 282. 
Elmsall, Elmesaull, 274, 300, 327. 
Ely, 182. 
Est Hardwick, 247. 
Exley, 238, 253. 
Exley Hall, 250. 


F. 
FARNLEY, 285. 
Tyas, 208. 
Wood, 265, 270. 
Farsley, 5. 


Federstan, 81. 

Fenesden, Fincheden, Finsden, Finihesden, 
78, 87, 97: 

Flanshaw Hall, 144. 

Fleece Inn, go, 96, 101, 102, 234. 

Foxholes, 384, 398. 

Frickley, 343. 

Fusden Bed, 166. 


G. 


GaLLow HI tt, 286. 

Gildersome, Gildershame, 15, 31, 45, 48, 59, 
60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 77, 82, 83, g0, 96, 98, 
IOI, 102, 103, 153, 154, 155, 159, 164, 262, 
265, 359; 357, 358. 

Glovers close, 392. 

Glusburn, 11. 

Godley, 238. 

Goitholm, 392. 

Goldesett, 331. 

Gomersal, Gomersall, Gomershale, Gommer- 
sall, Gumersall, 2, 4, 72, 113, 150, 155, 165, 
166, 172, 180, 237, 238, 240, 241, 242, 247, 
249, 286, 288, 291, 292, 361. 

Goodgin, Gudgeon, Royd, 282, 380. 

Goose royds, 392. 

Grassttick, 289. 

Great Gomersal, 165. 

West Croft, 413. 

Greenwich East, 285. 

Green Carr, 290. 

Greetland, 389. 

Gryssyngham in Lonesdale, 82, 83. 


Grist Close, 291. 
Guiseley, 25. 
Gunersby, 267. 


HAGHE, 341. 

Beck, 360. 

Haley Hill, 237, 250. 

Hallcroft, 78, 87. 

Haigh Hall, 153, 277, 280. 

Hainton, 358. 

Halfield Close, 392. 

Halifax, Hallefax, Hallifax, Hallifaxe, 32, 72, 
87, 144, 157, 205, 233, 237, 238, 239, 243, 
252, 260, 266, 270, 276, 278, 281, 282, 322, 
320, 338, 371, 380. 

Hanging Field, 6. 

Heaton, 239, 396. 

Harewood Church, 42, 112. 

Hasselwood, 303. 

Hathercroft, 240. 

Haughend, 237, 239. 

Havercroft, Havercrofte, 12, 30, 46, 49, 50, 53, 
54, 56, 57, 58, 99, 346. 

Haweworth, Haworthe, to, 11, 285. 

Hawp, 154. 

Hayton Castle, 234. 

Healey, Helaye, Hely, Heyley, 5, 12, 44, 48, 
50, 51, 55, 58, 72; 145, 153, 154, 164, 174, 
233, 239, 245, 249, 251, 280, 335, 344, 364, 
365, 379, 400, 409. 

Healey Mill, 238. 

Heath, 276. 

Heathercroft, 237. 

Heaton, 355, 360. 

Clack, 4. 

——, Co. Lanc., 92. 

Park, 7, 267, 270, 288, 289. 

Hecconwike, Heckenwicke, Heckmanwike, 
Heckmondwicke, Heckmondwike, Heck- 
mondwyke, 4, 15, 59, 62, 113, 155, 157. 169, 
196, 211, 212, 222, 237, 238, 239, 282, 288, 
291, 293, 337) 3571 305, 366, 401, 403, 404, 
405, 406, 407, 413. 

Hedingly, 277, 341. 

Hemsworth, 76, 402. 

——— Lane Ends, 37. 

Herne, 27. 

Hesel, 81. 

Heth, 81. 

Hetton, 337. 

High Bentley, 250. 

Fearnley, 292. 

— Holand, 297. 

Popplewell, 115, 293, 341. 

Hightown, 292. 

Hike, 402. 

Hillome, 302, 304. 

Hipperholme, 238, 252, 258, 260. 

Hirst, 197. 
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Hodgson Layne, 398. 

Holbeck, Holdbeck, Holebek, 4, 74, 270, 301. 

Holdroyd, 413. 

Holdsworth, 238, 239, 244. 

Hollin Bank, 404. 

Holy Bank, 404. 

Hooley, Hoveleo, Howlay, Howley, Howleye, 
9» 30; 34, 63, 73, 75, 78, 80, 96, 97, 98, 133, 
134, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, I4I, 153, 156, 
159, 161, 162, 169, 269, 272, 274, 276, 277, 
300, 307, 317; 323) 324, 352, 354, 355: 363; 
366, 375- 

Horbury, 151, 167, 168, 300, 301. 

Horley lands, 238. 

Hoton, 193. 

—— Wandesley, 192. 

Houghton, 276. 

Houley Ould Halle, 48. 

Howley Beck, 6. 

— Hall, 6, 27, 74, 75, 76, 132, 137, I 
156, 161, 162, 163, 263, 268, 2 
274, 276. 

Mills, 49. 

Parke, 74. 

Howroyd, 233, 234. 

Hoxney, 195. 

Huddersfield, 78, 81, 278, 409. 

Hull, 194. 

Hulm, 286. 

Hulton, 156. 

, Lanc., 269. 

Park, Lanc., 270. 

Hundesworth, Hunsworth, 4, 239, 297- 

Hunslet, 4, 270, 378. 

Hurst, The, 219. 

Hutton, Igor. 
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IDELL, Idle, 5, 144. 
Ilberbroyd, 387. 
Ilberroyd Fields, 6, 380. 
Impyard, 290. 

Ivy royds, 392. 


Ao 
JACKIRDDINGS, 365. 
Jodbank, 296. 
Jubbs Farm, 6. 

K. 


KARKIN BRAKE, 362, 363. 
Karlynghowe, Kerlynghowe, 7, 296. 
Kellington, 343. 

Kent, 182. 

Kiln Closes, 282. 

Kilpinhill, gr. 

King’s Mill, 409. 

Kippax Park, 275. 


Kirkburton, 208. 

Kirkby, 274, 300. 

Kirk Ings, 392. 

Kirke Heaton, 371. 

Kirklees, Kirkleyes, 354, 358. 
Kirkstall, 140, 141, 376. 
— Abbey, 143. 
Knaresborough, 195, 373; 376. 
Knaith, 138. 


L. 


LAITHE CROFT, 282. 

Lampland, 5, 6, 414, 415. 

Lancaster, 65, 156. 

Lane Ends, 164. 

Langton, 273. 

Laxton, 346. 

Leadbeater's land, 237, 238. 

Leadhouse Close, 291. 

Ledes, Leedes, Leeds, 28, 32, 60, 63, 76, 80, 
156, 164, 192, 194, 210, 218, 238, 239, 240, 
270, 275, 285, 287, 301, 346, 381. 

Lepton, 345. 

Leventhorp, 266, 295. 

Ley Fields, 290. 

Lewys, 326. 

Leytone, 362, 363. 

Lincoln, 275. 

Little Croft, 282. 

Little Gomersall, 252, 254, 360. 

Littletown, 282. 

Littlewood close, 284. 

Leiverseidge, Liversege, Liversedge (Livre- 
sec), Liversiege, 2, 5, 45, 51, 115, 116, 157, 
237, 238, 239, 240, 242, 245, 249, 268, 280, 
285, 291, 292, 293, 300, 383, 409. 

Liversedg Lodge, 61. 

Liversiege Magna, 249. 

Long Liversedge, 246. 

Close, 409, 410. 

Lofthouse, 4, 112, 267. 

London, 5, 6, 79, 139, 181, 195, 225, 267, 275, 
279, 295, 298, 299, 326. 

Long Inge, 398. 

Marston, Igt. 

Longoulton feild, 11. 

Longroyd, 284. 

Lotherton, 157, 364, 367. 

Louth, 296. 

Lowe Cutles, 277. 

Lower Monk Ing, 2o1. 

Ox Hey, 250, 251, 252. 

Spought Clough, 291, 292. 

Low Ing, 291. 

Ludderton, 318, 321. 

Lutterton, 371. 

Luteryngton, rr. 

Lupset, 137, 163. 

Lynlay, 303. 


INDEX. 


449 


M. 


Marp’s MoretTown, Bucks., 69. 

Malsen Close, 247. 

Malsis, 11. 

Manchester, 7, 98, 269, 270. 

Manor House, The, 17. 

Marelands, 282. 

Marston, IgI, 192, 193. 

Masham, 71, 273, 339; 340. 

Matson Close, 405. 

Mavrley, 33- 

Middle Temple, London, 279. 

Middleton, co. Lanc., 92, 98, 270, 289. 

Millbridge, 51, 66, 238. 

Milnsbridge, 249, 409. 

Miln-hill, Mylne hill, 346, 387, 392. 

Mirfelde, Mirfield (Mirefelt), Myrfeld, 3, 5, 9, 
72, 76, 134, 158, 164, 178, 237, 238, 242, 245, 
247, 280, 281, 297, 308, 325. 

Mirfield Miln, 251. 

Monkburton, 301. 

Moor Close, 388, 392. 

Lane, 217. 

Morlay, Morley (Moreleia, Morlege), 2, 4, 7, 
15, 29, 61, 62, 65, 78, 82, 83, go, 96, Tor, 102, 
103, 134, 145, 146, 153, 154, 155, 159, 161, 
163, 164, 171, 195, 197, 239, 240, 247, 249, 
263, 270, 277, 278, 285, 311, 312, 323, 325, 
350, 356, 357; 372, 388. 

Morley Carr, 398. 

Estate, 169, 171. 

, Wapentake of, 271, 276. 

Muffitt Lane, 290. 

Muncaster, co. Cumberland, 137, 268, 275. 


N. 


NETHERTON, 159. 

Nether Crofts, 409. 

— — Shittlington, 153, 167, 168. 
Newark Castle, 277. 

New Hall, 76. 


Newkyrkecroft, 82. 

Newland, 233. 

Newton, Ig. | 

Nickhouse, 238, 245. | 

Norland, 237, 239- | 

North Byerley, 398. | 

Elmsall, 134, 274, 323, 326. | 

Northouram, Northowram, Northowrome, 
237, 238, 239, 244, 250. 

Northwood, 245. 

Norwood Green, 239, 240, 249, 251. 

Nostal Mill, 40. 

Nostel, 142, 143, 286. 

, Convent of, 142. 
Priory, 78, 79, 80, 81, 86, 87, 90. 

Nottingham, 53. 

Notton, 343. 


-57- 


O. 


OAKENSHAW, 292, 293- 

Oakwell, Oakewell, Okewell, 155, 234, 273, 
287, 288, 289, 292, 340, 355, 359, 
388. 

Domain, 291. 

Okeworth, rr. 

Old Hall in Mirfield, 237, 238. 

Oldroyd Wood, 284. 

Olgathorp, 217. 

Olton, 4. 

Orchard of John Firth, 187. 

Ornell, 239. 

Ossett, 281, 313. 

Ovenden, 72,:237, 239, 243, 244, 260, 338. 

Owen’s College, 181. 

Oxenhop, Oxenhope, 11, 392, 393, 394. 

Oxenhope Estate, 267. 

Oxford, 137, 139, 181, 192, 193, 277, 308. 

Oxheys, 250, 252, 258. 


Pe 


PARHAM, 138. 

Parsonage Ing, 290. 

Peterhouse College, Cambridge, 149. 
Pighill, Pigghill, 282, 409. 

Piper Ing, 290, 291, 292. 

Pontefract, Pontefret, 5, 81, 138, 156, 
301, 350. 

Castle, 271. 


to 
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on 


Pool, 404. 
Poorhouse, 220. 
Popeley, 330. 
Popplewell, 286. 
Poterton, 302, 304. 
Pudsey, 237, 239, 330, 378- 
Purlwell, 13, 53, 59, 66, 237, 240, 241, 280, 
282, 397, 400. 
Estate, 94, 96, 158, 240, 282. 
Fold, 253. 
Hall, 27, 29, 32, 33, 91, 93, 98, 154, 
155, 157, 158, 174, 203, 219, 220, 233, 246, 
261, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283, 410. 


Q. 
QUICK, 5. 


RADCLIFFE, 146, 
Ratheby, 296. 
Ravenbrooke, 386. 
Retford, 65. 
Richmondshire, 362. 
Ricrof, 286. 
Ricrofte, 341. 
Ramfles, 240. 
Rigton, 378. 

Ripley, 373. 
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Ripon, 43, I12. 
Riponden, 285. 
Rishworth, 266. 
Robert Town, 154. 
Robinson’s Close, 392. 
Rochdale, 285. 

Roche Abbey, 301. 
Rooks Hall, 267. 
Rothwell, 4, 78, 81, 319. 
Roundhay, 275. 
Rowell, 286. 
Ryshworth, 303, 341. 


Ss. 


Saint ANNE’S Chapel, 22, 275. 

— Helen’s, Abingdon, 24. 

—  Martin’s, Leicester, 25. 

— Oswald, Monastery of, 82, 83. 

Salter Croft, go, 96. 

Saxton, 81. 

Scalecroft, 78, 87. 

Scales, 286. 

Scaresbroke, 326. 

Scarneston, 81. 

Scholes, Scoles, 15, 293, 373, 375: 

Scholecroft, Scolecroft, Skolecroft, 28, 45, 46, 
47, 63, 97, 144, 153, 159, 163, 164, 175, 242, 
350. 

Schysden, 339. 

Scroby, 286. 

Sculebroc, 286. 

Selby, 143, 301. 

Sellaby, 275. 

Shelf, 250, 252, 260. 

Park, 237, 239, 244, 250. 

Shipdenhead, 246. 

Sike, 52. 

Skelbroke, Skelbrooke, 326, 327, 354, 355- 

Skellow Grange, 402. 

Skipton, Castle, 270. 

Skircoat, 250. 

Staincliffe, 9, 12, 15, 32, 33, 50, 54, 65, 66, 148, 

Smeaton, 278. 

Smith House, 250. 

Smithies Moor, 53. 

Smythy Ing, 387. 

Snydall, 302, 304. 

Somerby, Lincolnshire, 36. 

Soothill, Sothill, Southill, 108, 199, 274, 275, 

281, 283, 297, 304, 360, 397. 

— Hall, 4o, 158, 174, 278, 281, 402. 

, Upper, 282. 

Soothill Grange, ror. 

Southe Kirkby, Southe Kirkebie, 81, 143, 326. 

South Cave, 43. 

Southowram, 250. 

Southroyd, 284. 

—— Field, 380. 

Sowerby, Sowerbie, 157, 218, 322. 

Sowods, 313. 


Spa Lane, 200, 203, 208, 219. 
Spalding, 273. 
Spen, Spenn, 291, 360, 389. 
Springwood, 2or. 
Sprotborough, 268, 333, 334, 335: 
Stackholm, 392. 
Stafford, 70. 
155, 164, 180, 210, 216, 237, 239, 
240, 241, 242, 244, 245, 247, 251, 
252, 208, 278, 284, 409. 
Common, 210. 
Hall, 27, 154, 155, 164, 205, 219, 
221, 238, 240, 245, 262, 401, 409. 
Stansfield, 266. 
Stapleford, 93, 97, 149, 152, 165, 182, 183, 184. 
Stapleton, Stapilton, 277, 373, 376. 
Stanley, 268. 
Stead Hall, 33. 
Stocks or Church Lane, 172. 
Stockwell Roid, 344. 
Stringer Ing, 290, 291. 
Strodders House, 408. 
Studley, 268. 
Stumpcross, 56, 60, 62, 63, 66. 
Sumering Close, 398. 
Surrobie, 339. 
Sutton in Craven, 280, 370. 
Collinge, Collyng, Collynge, 10, 11, 
321. 
in Erdayle, 315. 
Sweet Bitt, 392. 
Swillington, 279, 323. 


ply: 


TATTON, co. Chester, 270. 

—— Park, 289. 

The Lodge, 285. 

Thorneover, 378. 

Thornehill, Thornell, Thornelleis, Thornhill, 
42, 74) 75) 92, 134, 135, 137, 141, 154, 162, 
163, 186, 269, 270, 274, 280, 282, 292, 293, 
297) 337» 354, 355» 3931 397 399, 406, 408. 

Thornhill Lees, 292. 

Thimblebie, 352. 

Thorp Audeley, 10, 11, 18, 303. 

Thorpe Hall, 313, 314. 

Throwley, 275. 

Tingley Gate, Tingley Yate, Tinley Yate, 238, 
242, 247. 

Tinmouth, 197. 

Toadhole Close, 291. 

— Lane, 299, 291. 

Tong, Tonge, 4, 238, 355, 387. 

Tophill Close, 392. 

Topliff, Topcliffe, 392, 393, 407. 

Hall, 392. 


U. 


Up LANE, 13, 203. 
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Upper Ox Heys, 250. 
— Spought Clough, 290, 291, 292. 
Wortley, 63. 


Ww. 


WAKEFIELD (Wachefeld), Wackefelde, Wack- 
feld, Waikefeld, Wakefeld, Wakfield, Wayk- 
feild, 2, 4, 10, 31, 40, 59, 66, 79, 80, go, 108, 
IIO, 136, 138, 143, 144, 151, 167, 168, 183, 
195, 196, 197, 205, 209, 210, 216, 218, 238, 
270, 272, 274, 280, 281, 282, 289, 300, 301, 
310, 326, 328, 330, 337, 338, 355, 358, 371, 


397- 
Walmersley House, 388. 
Waltercroft, 368. 
Ware, 194. 
Warmfeld, Warnefeld, 81, 302, 304. 
Warmesworth, 334. 
Wast, 241. 
Watfield, 381. 
Wathersome, 157. 
Wedersom, 133. 
Well Springs Pasture, 291. 
Spring Wood, 289. 
Wentbrigg, 11, 278. 
Wentworth Woodhouse, 276. 
West Ardsley, 247, 249, 280. 
Westerton, 238, 242, 393, 397, 406. 
Westminster, 83, 86, 87, 277, 282. 
——————_ Abbey, 163. 
Weston, 161, 275- 
West Riding, co. York, 14, 90, gI. 
Wheat Crofts, 409. 
Wheatley, 12, 153, 154, 159, 175, 211, 269. 
—— Estates, 160. 
White Lee, 15, 44, 47, 91, 155, 205, 206, 247, 

249, 400, 409. 


White Lee Commons, 12. 

Whitley Beaumont, 156, 268. 

Whittleford, 182. 

Whitwell, 95. 

Wibsey, 5. 

Wighill, 115, 116, 268. 

Wike, 291, 292, 293. 

Wilton Castle, co. Hereford, 270. 

Winchester, 34. 

Windmill Feild, rz. 

Wirkesworth, Derby, 58. 

Woddersome, Woddosome, Wodersom, 
Woodersome, Woodhouseham, Woodsome, 
Q, 12, 26, 32, 33, 30, 45, 66, 117, 118, 134, 
140, 148, 157, 164, 268, 275, 278, 279, 282, 
318, 329, 357; 409- 

Woodchurch, 238, 277, 372; 392. 

Wood Field, 398. 

Wodkyrke, Woodkirk, Woodkirke, 134, 140, 
298, 325, 350. 

Woodman Carr, 282. 

Woodshim, 5. 

Woodwallhead, Woodwell Head, 369, 380. 

Woolchurch, 277. 

Workeley, als. Wortley, 5. 

Workhouse, 199, 200, 203, 208, 209, 219, 220, 
222. 

Wothersome, 337- 

Wrangbroke, 11. 


YEELINGE, 182. 

Yelland Edge, 199. 

York, Yorke, 14, 66, 135, 144, 158, 193, 267, 
275, 276, 277, 300, 301, 309, 340, 347, 358, 
371; 373: 

York Castle, 212. 
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Types, including Greek, Hebrew, Domesday, special Initial Letters, 

Headpieces, &c., suitable for every description of work. 

Every department of Letterpress and Lithographic Printing is executed on 
his premises, and under his personal and constant supervision, and this with 
the long experience R.W. has had, and the class of work which issues from his 
Press, will, it is presumed, ensure his patrons special advantages. 


Illustrations for works printed at his Press are executed under his own 
superintendence, and printed with the greatest care. 

Special attention is devoted to the highest class of woodcut work. 

The earliest Church Registers printed verbatim et literatim direct from the 
originals, without transcribing, it required. 

R.W. having an extensive Antiquarian and Topographical Library, he can 
render to authors of works on these subjects special assistance in the verification 
of extracts, &c. 


He will be glad to supply estimates and advice to authors, and in some 
cases to take upon himself the entire cost of printing their works. 


Specimens of Type, &c., will be forwarded on application. 


Notices oF R. W.’s PRINTING. 


“°The j- ."ting, executed at Worksop, is equa! to the best London work.” —The Bookseller. 

“*The typ: zraphy of the volume is faultlessly beautiful.”— The Art Fournal. 

‘*My compliments to your printer; he has done his work admirably.” —/. ¥. Furnivad. 

“You must allow me to express my unqualified admiration, not only of the contents of the volume, but of its 
typographical execution, of which you may be justly proud.’’"—Colonel Chester. 

** A masterpiece of art." —The Reliquary. 


‘The Latin and contractions defy my search for blots and blunders.” . . ‘‘ With best wishes for an abundance 
of work of this kind, for which you have all the requisites.” 
‘Noted for the good taste and accuracy as well as the technical excel!er vroductions. .... The 


execution of every detail of composition and presswork is as near perfectiva a: it is poss...c to attain; highe. praise 
could not be given.”—The British Printer. 1 

“It isa model proof!" ..... “T told Canon L. you would set up the j’edigree for him beiter than - sner 
printer, and I am glad to find my opinion was right.” —F yom one of the Heralas. 
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